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NAVAL HISTORY. 


d n A P. ä 


The Naval Hiſtory af Grzar- 3 1 ths Ho 
= acceſſion of King George II. to the end of the war : 
in the year 1703. 5 


B g 4 ING GEORGE II. aſcended the throne of Greats 
Britain in the year 1727, and in the forty-fourth year A. D. wh 
of his age. All the European powers were now at 1727+ 
peace; nevertheleſs, ſome of them were ſo little ſatisfied with 
the terms to which neceſſity had compelled them to accede, that 
a future war was eaſily foreſeen. The late king had engaged - 
in an unnatural alliance with France, and, under a pretence of 
adjuſting the balance of power, had burdened the nation with 
ſubſidies to Sweden and the landgrave of Heſſe-Caſſel. The 
Emperor Charles VI. for whom we had fo lately wreſted Sicily 
from the Spaniards, was now leagued with the court of Ma- 
drid, and the political ſcheme of our miniſtry, ſome time before 
the death of George * was to humble this very emperor, in 
Vor. W. * „ whoſe 


e ; 1 
8 * 
+ ar p 


NAVAL HISTORY 


+ D. whoſe cauſe we had {6 lately en ſuch ſums of Britiſh 
1727. treaſure, 


/ 


was at the head o 
| houſe of commons. 
cing, funding, and in the effectual application of money, as a 
powerful engine of government. He ſpoke in parliament, 
though not elegantly, yet with eaſe, fluency, and perſuaſion, 
He knew mankind, and on that knowledge he is faid to have 
laid the foundation of that uniform plan of influence, ſo very 
agreeable to ſubſequent parliaments, and ſo indifpenſibly uſeful 
to future miniſters. The principal. ſpeakers in the oppoſition 


Before I proceed to the occurrences which are the immediate 


objects of a naval hiſtory, it ſeems neceſlary to bring the reader 


acquainted with the men in power at the beginning of this 
reign. Lord T ownſend and the duke of Newcaſtle were gene 


rally ſuppoſed to conduct the important concern of foreign ne- 


gotiations. The firſt of theſe is allowed to have poſſeſſed know- 


ledge and talents equal to the talk. As to the latter, he was 


certainly not a man of great abilities; 3 but he had diſtinguiſhed 
himſelf as a ſteady and indefatigable friend to the houſe of Ha- 
nover, and Jus parliamentary intereſt was very conſiderable, 


Lord Carteret, though not oſtenſibly in the adminiſtration, 
was frequently conſulted, and his advice generally followed. 


He was a man of ſome genius and learning, and, having been 


much abroad, was ſuppoted to be well acquainted with the ge- 
neral ſyſtem of Europe. The interior government of the king- 


dom was principally conducted by Sir Robert Walpole, who 
he treaſury, and leader of the Whigs in the 
Je was well verſed in the myſtery of finan- 


were Sir William Wynn, Mr. ve Mr. n 
and Mr. Pultney 
The reader has ſeen, in the laſt page of the preceding vole; 5 


that the navy of England was, at this period, exceedingly for- 
midable. Our chief naval commanders, who were at this time 


employed, were Sir Charles Wager, Sir John Norris, and Ad- 


miral Hoſter: the firſt commanded a fleet in the Mediterranean, 
the ſecond in the Baltic, and the third in the Weſt-Indies, 


where he died about two months after the king's accefſion. 


Sir Charles Wager had been ſent to ſecure Gibraltar, then be- 
fieged by the Spaniards. He afterwards continued upon the coaſt 
of n in x order to perſuade that nation, by: the ultima ratis 


OP . 


or Kixe GEORGE IL, | 9 1 


regum, if neceſſary, to ee in the general plan of peace A. D. 
to which the other conſiderable powers had already acceded. 1727. 


Sir John Norris had been ſent with a fleet into the Baltic, with 
a deſign to protect Sweden from the Czarina, who thrratened 
that country with an invaſion, And Admiral Hoſier had ſailed, 
in April 1726, to the Weſt-Indies, in order to block up the 
Spaniſh galleons, and thereby prevent that treaſure from being 
brought to Europe, without which, it was imagined, the courts 
of Vienna and Madrid could not hee the war, . 
Such was the ſituation of the Britiſh navy at the acceſſion of 5 
George II. who, as I have before obſerved, found his king- 
dom at peace with all the world. No immediate change was 
made, either of miniſters or meaſures; but, before the expira- 
tion of the year, Lord Torrington was placed at the head of 
the admiralty, and the carl of ee mae uſt lord of | 
wades, 1 
A new + was called, The two houſes: met on the 1728. 
twenty-third day of January. The commons unauimouſly - 
choſe for their 1 peaker Arthur Onſlow, Eſq; member for the 
county of Surrey; a man whoſe abilities and integrity rendered 
him ſingularly qualified for that important office, The king, 
in his ſpeech from the throne, informed his parliament, that the 
difficulties, which had hitherto prevented the execution of the 
preliminaries to the eſtabliſhment of a general peace, were now 
removed, and that a congreſs would ſoon be opened for that 
purpoſe, in which he hoped the peace of Europe would be ef- 
fectually ſecured z but that nevertheleſs, in order to prevent the 
poſlibility of an open rupture, it was neceffary to continue the 
preparations for war. He wiſhed that ſome ſcheme might be 
formed for the increaſe and ſecurity of ſeamen, that they might ! 
rather be invited than compelled into the ſervice. He promiſed 
economy as ſoon as the public ſafety would permit, and conclu- 
ded his ſpeech, as uſual, with recommending unanimity and de- 
ſpatch. 'The two houſes preſented moſt dutiful addreſſes on the 
occaſion. They voted 22,955 men for guards and garrifons, _ 
| and 15,000 ſeamen for the ſerviee of the year. They granted 
231 000k. for the maintenance of” 12,000 Heſſians ; A uy 


* 8molle's hiſtory, denden vol. vii. p. 172 | . ; VVV os 1 


3 | NAVAL HISTORY 


/ AD: of 50, ooo l. to the king of 2 and 2 5,0091. to the duke 
1728. of Brunſwick v. 

The congreſs, which met at Soiſſons to eſtabliſh: peace, having 
yet determined nothing, the fate of Europe remained ſuſpend- 
ed. Spain had ſecretly ſhook hands with France, and was 

now allied to Portugal by means of a double marriage; ſhe 
therefore grew indifferent as to peace with England. She con- 
tinued her depredatipns on our commerce in the Weſt-Indies, 
where our fleet remained inactive and "OW and our ſailors 
periſhed miſerably, inſulted and unrevenged. 
I) be parliament of England met, according to their proroga- 
1929. tion, on the 21ſt of January. They voted 15,000 ſeamen for 
the ſervice of the year: the number of land- forces was alſo 
continued, as were likewiſe the ſubſidies to foreign princes. 
The merchants of London, Briſtol, and Liverpool preſented 
| petitions to the houſe of commons, complaining of the repeat» 
ed injuries they had ſuſtained by the depredations of the Spa- 
niards in the Weſt-Indies; upon which the houſe ordered the 
lords of the admiralty to produce every ſimilar memorial which 
they had received; and they addreſſed the king, praying, that 
the inſtructions and letters ſent to Admiral Hoſier and his ſuc- 
ceſſors in command, might be laid before them. A committee 
of the whole houſe took this important affair into conſideration, 
and after examining evidence, and amply debating the matter, 
reſolved, that the Spaniards had violated the treaties ſubſiſting 
between the two crowns; that they had treated the crews of 
ſeveral Engliſh ſhips with inhumanity; and that the inſtructions | 
given to Admiral Hoſier, to ſeize and detain the Spaniſh gal- 
leons, were juſt and neceſſary. The houſe of commons then 
addreſſed the king, requeſting his majeſty to demand ſatisfaction 
from Spain; and he anſyered Hom. b a gromile to comply 
with their requeſt *. 

Meanwhile the houſe of lords Ahe ten on the ae de- 

od made by the Catholic king, of the reſtitution of Gibraltar, 5 
founded on the contents of a letter written by King George J. 

to the king of Spain. From an authentic copy of this letter, it 
| appeared, that his late majeſty bad _— conſented to this rer 


b mollet, vol. vii. p. 173. 
c Tbid. p. Mos 


ſtitution. 


on. 


or Kine CEORGE 7 | * 


Kifution. Their lordſhips then reſolved, that the houſe did A. D. 
firmly rely, that his majeſty would, in ſupport of the honour 1729. 
and trade of this kingdom, take effectual care to ae his 
undoubted right to Gibraltar and Minorca. 


Ihe year 1730 produced nothing worthy the attention of a 1730. 
naval hiſtorian, The king, in his ſpeech to parliament, which 


met on the 13th of January, informed them, that the peace of 


Europe was now eſtabliſhed by a treaty concluded at : 
that the uninterrupted commerce of Great Britain was reſtored; 
and that the nation was to be amply indemnified for the Spaniſh - 


depredations in the Weſt-Indies. Nevertheleſs I find, that on 


the 2d of March 175319, ſeveral maſters and failors of mer- 
| chant-ſhips, who had been taken by the Spaniſh guardaecoſtas, 
came to London to give an account to parliament of the cruel. 
treatment they had received from the Spaniards. In 17 - TY 
the houſe of commons addreſſed the king, to know what ſa- 
tisfaction had been made by Spain for the depredations above- 
mentioned; and by his majeſty's anſwer it appeared, that the 


commiſſioners had not yet made their report. In the ſpeech from 
the throne, which put an end to the preceding ſeſſion of parlia- 


ment, the. nation was told, that all diſputes with foreign powers 
were ſettled, and the public tranquillity eſtabliſned. However, 
twelve ſhips of the line were put into commiſſion, and preſs- 
warrants were iſſued for manning the fleet. Meanwhile Rear- 
admiral Stewart demanded of the governors of Campeachy and 


the Havanna, reſtitution for three ſhips plundered by GP 


guarda coſtas. In conſequence of this peremptory demand, 
one of the guarda coſtas was ſold at St. Jago de Cuba, and 
the money paid to the South-ſea factors: one of the Spaniſh _ 


governors was ſent home, and aher confined i in 8 caſtle of 
Cuba. . 


That we n may in tf a dener preſerve the chain . ſuch * 15 


13 lic events as are connected, though indirectly, with our naval 
5 hiſtory, it is neceſſary to inform the reader, that, in the year 
1733, the king of France concluded a treaty with Spain and 


Fardinia, by Which 855 8 1 to declare war _ 


d Gentleman's Maguzine, March, 1731. | 
E enen vol. vii, 8 207. 


N 


* NAVAL HIST OR 1 
A. D. the emperor. Accordingly a a war in Cermany and in Traly i ime. 
1734- mediately commenced. 
In 1734 the navy of England conſiſted of nlukey-ewo men of 
173 5 . war, ſixty of which were of the line. In the following year 
a miſunderſtanding, on a frivolous occaſion, happening between 
the courts of Spain and Portugal, the latter applied to Great- 
Britain for protection; in conſequence of which, Sir John Nor- 
ris ſailed with a powerful fleet, and arrived at Liſbon on the 
ninth of June, where he was joytully received as their deliverer. 
Regardleſs of the frequent complaints and remonſtrances de- 
livered to the court of Spain by the Britiſh ambaſſadar at Ma- 
_ drid, the Spaniards in America continued audaciouſly to inſult 
and moleſt our commerce. They pretended that we had no right 
either to cut logwood in the bay of Campeachy, or to gather 
ſalt on the iſland of Tortugas. Their guarda coſtas boarded 
and plundered every Engliſh ſhip they met, under a pretence of 
ſearching for contraband goods. They even ſeized ſeveral Eng- 
liſh veſſels, confiſcated their cargoes, and threw the ſailors into 
priſon. Fired by ſuch reiterated provocation, the people of 
England began now to loſe all patience. Petitions to the houſe | 
of commons were tranſmitted from various parts of the king- 
dom. The houſe again addreſſed the king, and the king again 
returned a promiſſory anſwer. It is difficult, even at this dis 
ſtance of time, to reflect with patience on the pulillanimity of 
the Britiſh miniſtry at this period; nor is it poffible to imagine 
the Spaniards would have carried their inſolence ſo far, if they 
had not depended on the pacific diſpoſition of Sir Robert Wal- 
pole f. That able miniſter dreaded the conſequences of a war 
to himſelf and friends. He had other uſes for the treaſure 
which fleets and armies would conſume; and therefore he left 
pothing ny ada to averty or, at leaſt, to meln che = 


— 


F One of the moſt ſhocking inſtances of Spanih in jehle er ieee in 
the caſe of one Jenkins, maſter of a Scotch merchant ſhip, who at the bar of the 
houſe of commons held his ear in his hand, which had been torn from his head 

by the crew of a guarda coſta, who declared they would do the fame by his wa- 

ſter. They tortured him with the moſt wanton inhumanity, and threatened him 
with inſtant death. Being aſked by a member, what were his thoughts when he was 

in the hands of theſe barbarians? he anſwered, © I recom mended my ſoul to God, 


and my cauſe to my country.“ _ This evidence made a Krong * on the 
Houle. 1 ; | 


| Goin) : 


6 Ele GEORGE l. 


7 


ſtorm. For this — he patched up a convention with the A. D. 
court of, Spain, importing, that the diſputes between the two 1739. 


crowns ſhould be ſettled by two plenipotentiaries- This con- 


vention was ſeverely cenſured by the oppoſition in both houſes 


of -parliament. The city of London, the Weſt-India mer- 
chants, and the merchants of Briſtol, preſented petitions, juſtly 
_ complaining, that their indiſputable right to paſs unmoleſted to 
and from the Britiſh colonies, was, in this convention, left, as 


a dubitable privilege, to be determined by plenipotentiaries. 
The convention above mentioned ſtipulated, that 95, oool. 


being a balance due from Spain to the crown and ſubjects of 
Great-Britain, ſhould be paid in London before the expiration | 
of four months after the ratification. The time was now expir- 
| ed, and the money not yet paid. The houſe of lords appointed 
a day for taking the ſtate of the nation into conſideration, and 
when the day arrived, Lord Carteret moved for a reſolution, 


that this failure of payment was a high indignity to the king, 


and an injuſtice to the nation s. The previous queſtion was 
put, and the motion loſt. But though the miniſter yet retain» 
ed a ſufficient majority in both houſes, the nation in general 
was too much nme to afford any hopes of preventing a 
war with Spain b. Letters of marque and repriſal were grant - 
ed; the army was augmented; an embargo was laid on all out- 
d veſſels; a fleet was aſſembled at Spithead, and a re- 
inforcement was ſent to Admiral Haddock, who at this timm 

commanded a fleet in the Mediterranean. Our whole fleet in 


commiſſion conſiſted of eighty-four men of war, beſides . 


two ready to be put into commiſſion i. The entire navy of 


Spain amounted to thirty-three thips of war, thoſe of the flota, 


which are properly tang included. 


* "Sali vol. vil. p. 269. 


* Gent. Mag. Inne, 1739. 
1 The ſhips in commiſſion. were, | 


Ships ready for commiſſion, + 701 
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A . man nations began to make vigorous preparations for war: 
1739. The court of Spain at this juncture revived its alliance by a 
marriage between the Infant Don Philip and Madam de France; 

and the French miniſtry did not ſcruple to declare, that if Spain 

were oppreſſed by any power whatſoever, they ſhould not re- 
main idle ſpectators. The States-General, on the other hand, : 
did not ſcruple to ſignify by their miniſters at the courts of 

[| PFPrance and Spain, that/they were under certain mutual engage- 
maents to England, which, if required, ray ae nnn 25 
in honour obliged to fulfil; : 
Vice-admiral Vernon ſailed on the OY of july for ths: 

0 Weſt-Indies with ning e men of war. This gentleman had ren- 
dered himſelf conſpicuous in the houſe of commons by his blunt 
1% e oppoſition to the miniſtry. In the debate concerning the Spaniſly _ 

| depredations in the Wett-Indies, he had affirmed, that he could 
ttake Porto-Bello with fix men of war. He had formerly com- 
manded a fleet on the Jamaica ſtation, and was therefore ſup- 
| poſed to be well acquainted with thoſe, ſeas. His offer was 

_ echoed by the members in the oppoſition, and the whole nas 
tion reſounded his praiſe. The miniſter embraced this oppor- 

8 tunity of acquiring ſome popularity, and, at the fame time, -of 
removing a troubleſome opponent in the houſe of commons: 
EE Beſides, it was generally imagined that he was not without 
b- bopes that the admiral might diſgrace himſelf and his party by 
5 wo ſucceeding i in the adventure. Vernon 20s for the Weſt | 
ol LG Indies. | | $-: 
i 'The Englith fleet cruiſing c on the ork of Spain was particu- _ 
larly intended to intercept the Aſſogues ſhips from Vera Cruz x. 
Theſe ſhips, however, arrived ſafe at St. Andero. Having recei- 
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5 ved information of the fituation of affairs in Europe, inſtead of 
if rj coming by the Madeiras for Calais, as uſual, they ſailed by the 
— Bahamas, and went north about; then ſteering weſtward, and 
1 55 i doubling the Lizard, they made Uſhant, and thence creeping 


along ſhore, croſſed the bay of Biſcay, and fo to St. Andero. 

On the 23d day of October, Great Britain declared war 

againſt Spain, and in the ſame month intelligence was received 
le Tat Admiral Haddock had taken two rich ſhips from the Arm: 


* Gert. Mag. vol. bas p. 443. e 
a e 6505, 
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£208, being on board 2,000,000 pieces of eight. He was ſoon A. D. 

after joined by Admiral Balchin with ſix ſhips of the line. 1739. 
Vice- admiral Vernon arrived at Jamaica the 23d of October, 

the day on which war was proclaimed in England. On his ar- 4 

rival off Port-Royal in that ifland he had the ſatisfaction to | 

ſee the Diamond man of war ſtanding into the harbour with i 

two Spatiſh veſſels in tow, one of which was a regiſter ſhip | 

with 120,000- pieces of eight, and clothing for 6000 men, on 

board. The admiral failed from Jamaica on the 5th of No- 

vember with fix ſhips of war®. Having met with contrary 

| winds, he did not come in fight of Porto-Bello till the 2oth 

in the evening. He was apprehenſive of driving to the eaſt= 

ward during the night; he therefore anchored about fix leagues _. 

from ſhore, Porto-Bello is a town in the Spaniſh Weſt-Indies, 

ſo called from the beauty of its harbour. It is ſituated on the 

north coaſt of the iſthmus of Darien, which divides the king- 

dom of Mexico from Terra Firma. The town ſtands at the 

bottom of a ſmall bay, defended by a caſtle and two forts, one 

of which, called the Iron Fort, is ſituated on the north fide of 

the mouth of the harbour, and the other, St. Jeronimo, near 

the town, with, a battery facing the entrance into the bay. The 

5 caſtle, called Gloria, ſtands on the weſt ſide of the town. 

On the 21ſt, in the morning, the admiral weighed and plied | 

to windward in line of battle, The ſhips entered the bay in 

the following order, viz. the Hampton-Court, Norwich, Wor- 

ceſter, Burford, Strafford, Louiſa, Orders had been given 

for a general attack; but, the wind coming to the caſtward, the 

| admiral was obliged to confine his attack to the Iron Fort, 

_ cloſe to which the ſquadron was piloted by Captain Rentone. 

When the Hampton=Court came within about a cable's length 

of the fort, ſhe was ſuddenly becalmed by the high land to 

windward, and, before the could 25 8 her guns to bear, was 


5 vi. Burford £ 5 70 guns and 500 men. 8 HE 
1 Hampton-Court, 0 4958 en. Watſon, 
JJ 8 
CCC | Waterhouſe, 
| Strafford, RO TOO 00D FRE”; Trevor. | 
Norwich, 5 50 | 3 300 5 Herbert. 2 


8 > London Garerte, March 155 174. 
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[ ( A. D. expoſed to a ſmart fire from the enemy. But as 0 as ſhe 
1739. was in a ſituation to return the ſalute, after having dropped 
her anchor, ſhe ſeemed, in a moment, a cloud of perpetual 
1 thunder. She appeared to the reſt of the fleet to be all on fire. 
In the ſpace of twenty-five minutes ſhe is ſaid to have fired 400 
balls. The Norwich and the Worceſter were not long before 
they came up, and fired upon the fort with vaſt alacrity. Theſe 
were followed by the Burford, on board of which was the ad- 
miral, who, perceiving that the Spaniards began to fly from ſe- 
veral parts of the fort, made a ſignal for landing. Meanwhile 
he luffed up as near the fort as poſſible, and, by means of his 
| ſmall arms, drove the garriſon from the lower battery. As the 
boats full of ſailors and marines paſſed the admiral, he called 
to them to land immediately under the walls of the fort, though 
there was no breach made. The ſailors were no ſooner on 
| ſhore than they ſcaled the wall, and, pulling up the foldiers af- 
ter them, ſtruck the Spaniſh colours in the lower battery, and 
hoiſted an Engliſh enſign. This was no ſooner perceived by the 
_ garriſon in the upper part of the fort, than they hoiſted a white 
flag, a fignal for capitulation, and ſurrendered at diſcretion, 
The garriſon of this fort conſiſted of 300 men, out of which, 
at the time of ſurrender, there remained only thirty-five pri- 
vates and five officers. | 
The ſhips which ſailed in before the ani were now fallen 
to leeward; but the Burford being expoſed to the Gloria-Caſtle, 
it continued firing at her till night, without, however, doing 
her any other damage than wounding her fore-top-maſt a little 
above the rigging. The admiral then pointed ſome of his lower- 
deck guns at this caſtle, and ſent ſeveral ſhot over it into the 
town, one of which went through the governor's houſe. = 
On the morning of the 22d the admiral called a council of 
war, and, it being thought not adviſeable to attack the Gloria- 
| Caſtle by day, orders were iſſued for warping the ſhips up the 
following night. This circumſpection proved unneceſſary. The | 
Spaniards hoiſted a white flag, and immediately ſent a boat 
with a flag of truce, with terms on which they wiſhed to capi- 
tulate: in anſwer to theſe the admiral returned other articles, 
and allowed them a few hours for deliberation. They accepted 
his 
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the Gloria and St. Jeronimo forts. | 
There were in the harbour of Porto-Bello two Spanith guar- 


of theſe veſſels, chuſing to anticipate the Britiſh ſailors, plun- 
dered the town in the night, and committed great outrages on 


tary AE with great ANY and * after oP 


Belly, and Don Franciſco de Abarea, commandant & the n at a yu 
Place, the 224 of November, 1739, 0.8, 


of ſecurity for themſelves and their effects. | 
11. That the Spariſh ſoldiers may have . guard, if they think t neceſfiry. 


N and their match lighted, _ 


ſafety, 5 
V. That the ſhips, with their 9 and arms, * abſolutely delivered up to 


officer being admitted on board each ſhip and veſſel, to take poſſeſſion for the king 
our maſter, and to ſee this article ſtrictly complied with. 


that po ſſaſſion is given of Caſtle St. Jeronimo, in the ſame manner as is ſtipulated 


taken hall be ſet at liberty before our leaving the port. 
Belle r ae 128 wan of ee 17 39, git 8. a 


. 
+ CHA, Ba OWN. 


cord a piece of genuine wit in a common ſailor, who, when the officer who com- 


my eyes, Faptatns don't he s halt till we aro e. . 


0 5 x 


IV. The gates of the Gloria-Caſtle muſt t abſolutely be in Tacken of the King 

our maſter's troops by four o'clock, and the Spaniſh garriſon ſhall remain in all 
ſafety, for their perſons and effects, till the appointed time for their marching - 
out, and to cory: with them the non and. ammupition en, for their 


for the Caſtle Gloria; then the.clergy, the/churches, and town, ſhall be protected 
and preſerved in all their immunities and prepertics; and that all e. alreadỹx 


11 


his terms o, and the Britiſh troops took immediate poſſeſfion of A. D. 


1739 ˙ 


da- coſtas of twenty guns each, and an armed ſnow. The crews 


the inhabitants. The Engliſh ſeamen and ſoldiers, on the con- 


„0 Articles of capitulation 3 by Edward Fans, Eſq; wice-admiral of the . 
blue, and commander in chief of his majeſty's ſnips and veſſels in the Weſt-Indies, 
and Commodore Brown, to Don Franciſcs Martinez de Retez, governor of Porto- 


J. That the parfifon be allowed to march out, as aefired, upon condition the ; 

king of Great Britain's troops be put into poſſeſſion of the Gloria-Caſtle before 
four o'clock this evening, and the garriſon to march out by ten o'clock ta-morrow = 
morning, That the inhabitants may either remove or remain, y under a promils 5 


III. That they may carry off two cannons mounted with ten charges of powder 


the uſe of his Britannie majeſty ; but that all the officers, ſoldiers, and crews, hall 
have three days allowed them to retire with all their perſonal effects, only one 


VI. That provided the articles above mentioned are ſtrictly complied with, and 


Given under our hands on board his majeſty's ſhip Burford, in Porto- 


1 tad it will x not bu only ese with the dignity of hiſtory to =Y 


manded at the ſcaling of the lron-Caſtle, ordered the troops to hall, ad, 10 Damn hy 
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A. D. became poſſeſſed of the town and; as a reward for their mo- 
1739: deration and gallantry, the demiral diſtributed among them 


7 


10, ooo dollars, which were juſt arrived in order to pay the Spa- 
niſh troops. The admiral, having taken on board his fleet all 
the braſs cannon and ammunition found in the ſeveral forts, he 


proceeded to demoliſh the fortifications; which was completely 


effected in three weeks, at the expence of 122 barrels of Spa- 
niſh gun- powder v. On the 27th of November the Diamond, 


Captain Knowles, and on the 29th the Windſor, Captain Berk- 
ley, and the Angleſea, Captain Reddiſh, arrived at Porto-Bello, 


in conſequence of orders, left by the admiral at the Leeward 
iſlands, for theſe ſhips to follow him. On the 13th of Decem- 
ber the admiral, with his ſquadron, failed for Jamaica, and on 


the 28th, being then off Carthagena, he deſpatched Captain 
Rentone, in the Spaniſh ſnow, with the news to England. 


Admiral Vernon, and the fleet under his command, certainly 


; deſerved the honour they acquired by the ſucceſs of this expe | 
dition; nevertheleſs, it muſt be confeſſed, that their eaſy con- 


queſt muſt be in part attributed to the cowardice of the Spani- 


ards in ſurrendering the firſt fort before a breach was made, 
and the other two before they were attacked. The Gloria-Ca- 


ſtle was garriſoned by 400 men, and was ſo regularly fortified, 


_ that it might have ſaſtained a long ſiege. Its lower battery had 
two baſtions, and a curtain which mounted 22 guns, beſides a 
line of eight guns facing the mouth of the harbour. There 


were alſo ſeveral other batteries both in the Gloria and St. Je- 


ronimo, in the ſame direction, which, if properly ſerved, would 
bave rendered the entrance into the harbour e dan- 


gerous, if not impracticableG. 3 
The taking of Porto-Bello, whilſt it did bang to the Britiſh 


navy, reflected at the ſame time no inconſiderable degree of praiſe 
on the Engliſh miniſtry. There was an evident propriety in pu- 
niſhing the inſolence of the Spaniards in the offending part. 
Porto-Bello was an aſylum for the guarda-coſtas, two of which 


were found in the, harbour, and carried off by the admiral. But 
this was not the only ſervice he rendered to bis ny in the 


- 


5 The >dmiral topk on board, from the ſeveral batierles.. 40 pieces of braſs 
cannon, 10 braſs belt pieces, four b a 1. dan e and ſpiked 
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dedtrudlion of Porto-Bello. His ſucceſs enabled him to extend A. D. 
his influence to Panama, where ſome of the factors and ſervants 17397 
of the South-ſea company were confined. . He wrote to the 
preſident of that place in the language of a conqueror, and the 
factors and ſervants were immediately ſent to Porto-Bello, 
Captain Rentone, in the Triumph floop, arrived in England 
on the 12th of March, 1740, with the news of this expedi- 
tion 4. The whole nation became frantic with joy. Congratu- 2 
latory addreſſes were preſented by parliament, by the cities of — 
London, Briſtol, & c. The commons granted every demand. Jy 
of the crown. They voted 28,000 land- forces, beſides 6000 . 
marines z they provided for a powerful navy, and ſeveral men, 
of war were added to thoſe already in commiſſion”. 
| There were at this time two conſiderable ſquadrons of Eng- 
liſh men of. war in the Mediterranean ; one at Gibraltar, com- 
manded by Sir Chaloner Ogle, conſiſting of twelve ſail, and 
the other on the Minorca ſtation, commanded by Rear-admiral | 
Haddock. ' But theſe fleets were only employed in cruiſing on 
the coaſt of Spain and Italy, without any attempt to attack or 
annoy the enemy, except by now and then ſeizing a poor de- 
fenceleſs fly that happened unfortunately to fall into their web. 
The reader needs not be informed, that I allude to the capture 
of unarmed trading veſſels by ſhips of war. A contemplative 
mind, reflecting on theſe maritime depredations, is naturally led 
to inquire, by what law of nature, or of nations, or on what 
principle of juſtice, princes at war thus ſeize the private pro- 
perty of each others a in ys wading to other king; 


— ' —„ 5 =. — 


4 The news was known in England before his arrival, On the uh Mr. Baker, 
maſter of Lloyd's coffechouſe, waited on Sir R. Walpole with a letter, contain- 
ing an account of Vernon's ſncceſs. It was brought from Jamaica by a ſhip which 


failed from thence, in _—_— mh > Copinle Nentone; and arif at Dover 3 
day before him. | 


. Colcheſter, of 80 guns, and 600 men, Captain Gurlingiog 


Torbay, — 80 — 600 — a] Parker. | _ 4 
ae 80 — 6 — Wborwood. 

Pr. Frederic, — 10 — 430 — Clinton. 
| Oxford, — yo — 480: 14. 8 Fitzroy. 
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A. D. doms? This procedure ſeems more extraordinary when we 
F739- conſider, that their land-forces generally obſerve a different 
conduct. A general, in marching through an enemy's country, 

ſo far from robbing and impriſoning every peaſant he meets; 
gives poſitive orders, that the perſon and pr8perty of individu- 
als, not in arms, ſhall not be moleſted. He makes war againſt 

the prince, and not againſt the people individually. An admi- 

ral, on the contrary, takes every trading veſſel he meets, robs 

the owners of their property, and ſends the crew home to be 
confined as priſoners of war. Here then is a heavy puniſhment 
inflicted on perſons who had neither intention nor power to 
commit any offence, or in any wiſe to injure thoſe by whom 
the puniſhment is inflicted. I do not obtrude theſe reflections 
with any hope of influencing the conduct of the rulers of the 
earth : reaſon, juſtice, and humanity are not the privy-coun- 
ſellors of kings. But perhaps the reader may not totally diſ- 
regard theſe counſellors, and will therefore pardon this ory 

interruption of the thread of our hiſtory. Yes 

1 740. We now return to Admiral Vernon, the hero of this period. 
I have related above, that in the laſt month of the year 1739, 

he failed with his ſquadron from Porto-Bello to Jamaica. He 
continued at Port-Royal, in that land, till the 25th of Febru- 
ary (1740) following, on which day he ſailed for Carthagena, 
which he bombarded at intervals during three days, with no 
other effect than that of terrifying the inhabitants, and injuring. 
ſome of their churches and convents*. What was intended 

by this bombardment” is not very evident. On the 10th of 
March the ſquadron weighed anchor, and failed in line of bat- 

| tle weſtward along the coaſt. In paſſing by Boca Chica, they 
were ſaluted with a few ſhot from three ſmall forts near the 


ll mouth of the harbour; but they fell ſhort of the ſhips. The 


admiral, having ordered the Windſor and the Greenwich to 
cruize off Carthagena, proceeded with the reſt of his fleet to 
| Porto-Bello, in order to repair the damages ſuſtained by the 
| ſmall craft in the late bombardment. This buſineſs being com- 
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pleated, and the fleet watered in about eight days, he failed on 
the 22d, and ſteering ſouth-weſt along ſhore, entered the river 


2 London Gazette, Jane 49 | 
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Chegre, 
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Chegre, which is but a few leagues diſtant from Porto-Bello. A. D. 
At the mouth of this river there was a caſtle, or fort, called — 
St. Lorenzo, under whoſe protection the guarda-coſtas uſed to 
ride ſecure. The only two of theſe Spaniſh pirates (for they 
were little better) which now remained on this coaſt, were at 
this time in the river. The admiral, in going in, had the miſ- 
fortune to be retarded by an accident which happened to his 
fore-top-ſail-yard. He was on board the Strafford. This ac- 
cident obliged him to make a ſignal for the Norwich to ſail in 
before him, with the bomb-ketches, fire-ſhips, and tenders. 
The Norwich was then commanded by Captain Herbert, and 
the bomb-ketches, Sc. were conducted by Captain Knowles, 
who came to an anchor at three in the afternoon, and began to 
bombard the fort that evening. 'The admirals ſhip did not 
come to an anchor till ten o'clock at night. Far be it from me | 
to inſinuate that there was any want of perſonal courage in Ad- "2 | 
miral Vernon; but I beg leave to adviſe all future admirals, | 
to whom ſuch an accident in the fore-top-fail-yard may happen, 5 | 
immediately to hoiſt their flag on board the leading ſhip.. This | 
however, does not appear to have been a ſervice of much | 
danger. The caſtle mounted only eleven braſs cannon, and as 
many pattereroes. Nevertheleſs it ſuſtained a furious bombard- 
ment, and a continued cannonade from three of the largeſt 
ſhips in the fleet, till the morning of the 24th, when the gar- 


riſon ſurrendered, and the fort was ROY. Fd uy 
the Britiſh oe Z 
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+ Aci: of copitaletion Wes Edward Vernon, Ef; vice-admiral, &e. and Dis 
Juan Carlos Zavellos, captain of foot, &c. 

JT; | That, upon his Britannic majeſty's troops being put in poſſeſſion of the fort 
St. Lorenzo, at the mouth of the river Chegre, the ſaid captain, and all his gar- 
rin, be 1 free liberty to march ont without 30y moleſtation, and may retire 
into the village of Chegre, or where elſe they pleaſe. | 

II. That the inhabitants of Chegre may remain in all afety i in their own 
houſes, under a promiſe of ſecurity to their perſons and houſes. 

III. That the ank con ſloops 20 Gclivered up in the condition they ares. 
and the cuſtom-houſe, | 


| IV. That the clergy and churches i in Chegre ſhall be protec? and d prefree in 
= al their immunities. | 


"There 


16 
A. D. There were found in the cuſtom-houſe, on the oppoſite ſide 
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1740. of the river, 4,300 bags of Peruvian bark, and other mer. 


| after; Sir Chaloner Ogle failed for the Weſt-Indies with twenty: 
one {hips of the line, and a conſiderable body of land,, 


chandize, which were ſhipped on board the fleet, together with 


the braſs ordnance above-mentioned. The cuſtom-houſe was 


then ſet on fire, the two guarda-coſtas deſtroyed, and the fort 


entirely demoliſhed; after which rhe adnifral returned to Porto- 
Bello, where he arrived on the firit of April. 


Whilſt Vernon was thus employed in the Weſt-Indies, « our 


fleets in Europe were unemployed. I mean to ſay, that they 


atchieved nothing againſt the enemy; for as to employment, 


they had enough of ſailing and counter-ſailimg, and of fighting 
too, with adverſe winds. On the 23d of. July a fleet of twen- 
ty-one ſhips of the line, commanded by Sir John Norris, with 
two other admirals, viz. Sir Chaloner Ogle, and Philip Caven- 
Uiſh, ſailed from St. Helen's with a fair wind, the duke of Cum- 
berland ſerving on board as a volunteer. But the wind ſhifting, 
they were obliged, after being three days at ſea, to put back into 
Torbay. On the 4th of Auguſt they failed again, with the 
wind at north-eaſt, and on the following day were within a few 


leagues of the Lizard; but on the 6th it blew ſo violenily from 


_ the weſt, that they were obliged once more to return to Tor- 
bay. On the 22d they made a third attempt, and. after five 
days obſtinate contention with tempeſtuous contrary winds, 


were a third time obliged to return to the fame place. What 


was the deſtination of this fleet remains a matter of doubt. 
Probably the Spaniſh ſquadron, at that time at Ferrol, was the 


object. But, be the deſign whatſoever it might, it was now re- 
linquithed, and the admiral, with the duke of Cumberland, 
returned to London. Thus began, and thus ended the naval 


| hiſtory of his Royal Highneſs, who probably concluded, from 


this inauſpicious eſſay, that he had miſtaken his element. | 
In this year the celebrated Commodore Anſon began his 


voyage to the South-ſeas. He failed from St. Helen's with five 


men of war on the 18th of September. About two months 


commanded by Lord Cathcart; T his formidable fleet, which 


conſiſted of a hundred and ſeventy fail“, , had ſcarce 1 its 


1 Smollet's hiſtory, vol. viii. kb 287. 
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departure from the Land's-end, before it was ſcattered and diſ. A. D. 
perſed by a violent tempeſt. The admiral nevertheleſs purſued 1740. 


his voyage, and came to an anchor in the neutral iſland of Do- 
minica, in order to take in wood and water. In this iſland the 


expedition ſuſtained an irreparable loſs in the death of Lord 
Cathcart, a brave and experienced officer, who died of a dyſen- 


tery. The command of the land forces now devolved upon 


General Wentworth, an officer of no experience, and of very 


moderate abilities. The admiral, in his voyage from Dominica 
to Jamaica, failing 1 near the iſland of Hiſpaniola, diſcovered four 


large ſhips of war. He made ſignal for an equal number of 


his ſquadron to give them chace. The chace refuſed to bring 
to, and Lord Auguſtus Fitzroy, who commanded the Engliſh | 
detachment, gave one of them a broad-ſide, and an engage- 
ment enſued, which continued during part of the night. In the 
4 morning they hoiſted French colours, and conſequently the fir= 8 
ing ceaſed, there being at this time no declaration of war be- 
ftween the two nations. The commanders appologized to each 
other for the miſtake, and parted, but with loſs of men on both 


ſides. 


of frigates, bomb-ketches, fireſhips, Wc*. The number of 
ſeamen was about 1 5,000, and that of the land-forces at leaſt 
12,000, including four battalions raiſed in America, and 500 


| Sir Chaloner Ogle arrived off Jamaica on the gth of ler I 741. 
W 1741, where he joined Admiral Vernon, who now commanded - 
a fleet of thirty ſhips of the line, with a conſiderable number 


negroes from Jamaica. This very formidable armament, doubt- 


leſs the moſt tremendous that ever appeared in thoſe ſeas, was 

certainly equal to any attempt againſt the Spaniſh ſettlements. 
Their treaſure might have been intercepted, and their colonies 

| eafily reduced. But the complete humiliation of Spain was pre- 


vented by the concurrence of a variety of circumſtances, The 


Britiſh miniſtry, for reaſons beſt known to themſelves, detained 


the fleet at Spithead much too long. For the credit of hu- 5 


man nature, I am willing to believe, that the prime miniſter fs, 
was not fo exceedingly wicked as to endeavour, by retarding : 


the 128 to froſtrate the e and I%. to * diſgrace i 


n Vide appendix, No. 1 . | - | | 
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A D. of human nature, I fear there have been 8 of miniſt 
1741+ fo diabolical as to be influenced by very ignoble paſſions, | in e 


poſition to the intereſt and dignity of the nation, with who e 


weal they were intruſted. It ſeems however a ſafe maxim in 
politics, not to commit the management of a war to a miniſter 
Who ſhall have repeatedly declared his diſapprobation of the 


meaſure. But be the deſigns of the miniſter what they might, 
it is ſcarce poſſible to ſuppoſe that the admiral was not hearty 


in the cauſe; and yet it was near the end of January before he 
ſailed from Jamaica, though he certainly was not ignorant that 
| the ſeaſon was already two far advanced, in a climate, where 


the rains, which begin about the end of April, render i it impoſ 


| ſible for troops to keep the field. 


I muſt here take occaſion to e that the FOES orders 


| were diſcretionary : he might therefore have made his attack on 
any of the Spaniſh ſettlements. The Havanna, which was cer. 
tainly an object of the greateſt j importance, lay to leeward, and 
might eaſily have been reached i in leſs than three days. | Never- 


theleſs, Mr. Vernon thought fit to beat againſſ the wind to Hi- 


| ſpaniola, with an intention, as it was ſaid, to obſerve the Frenc 
fleet. On the 15th of February he learnt, that this fleet had 
lailed for Europe, having previouſly ſent an advice-boat to Car- 
| thagena, to inform the Spaniards ; of Vernon' q being! in thoſe ſeas, 


The admiral called a council of war, and it was determined to 
land on the continent of New Spain. Accordingly, after ſpend- 


ing ſome days in taking in wood and water at Hiſpaniola, the 
fleet ſailed, and, on the ath of March, came to an anchor | in a 
bay called Playa Granda, to windward of Carthag ena. This 
fleet conſiſted of one hundred and twenty-four fail, the Gght of 


which muſt have ſtruck ſuch terror into the « Sooner that no- 


T1074 3 


its 44 Ta There cannot be a truer maxim in he art of war, 
than, That heſitation i in the aflailant inſpires the defendang with 
courage, which augments progreſſively i in proportion to the de- 
lay. But the commanders of this fleet and army, as if deter- 
mined to give the enemy time to recover from their ſurprize, 
remained inactive in the bay till the 9th. On that day the firſt 
diviſion of the fleet, commanded by dir Chaloner Ogle, follow- 


ed by Admiral Vernon with all the tranſports, moved forward 
b ee e e _ towards 


CCC 
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c the entrance of the harbour called Boca Chica, which A. D. 0 
was defended by ſeveral formidable batteries. The third divi- 1741. 
ſion, commanded by Mr. Leſtock, remained at anchor. The 
Norfolk, the Ruſſel, and the Sbrewſbury anchored very near 


two forts called St. Jago and St. Philip, which being ſilenced 
in leſs than an hour, were immediately 1 iy a Sack 


i ment of Britiſh grenadiers. 
oy On the 10th, the two regiments of Harriſon and Wea: 
he worth, with fix regiments of marines, landed on the iſland of 
at Tierra Bomba, where, having pitched their tents, they began to 
51 erect a battery againſt the caſtle of Boca Chica. Five days 
f- more were employed in landing the artillery and neceſſary . 
1 ſtores. But General Wentworth's want of knowledge in the 
oh art of war, ſoon diſcovered itſelf. in the choice of his ground : 
M for the tents were no ſooner pitched than the ſoldiers found 4 
7 themſelves expoſed to the fire of a faſcine battery from the 
nd oppoſite fide of the harbour, on the iſland of Varu. To reme- 5 
7 dy this evil, the admiral immediately detached a conſiderable Th 
li- number of ſailors under the command of Captain Boſcawen, 
ch who landed about a mile to lee ward of the battery, which 
ad mounted fifteen twenty-four pounders, under a raiſed battery 
N of five guns. Theſe intrepid ſons of Neptune. ſoon gained poſ- 5 
i! ſeſſion of both batteries, and, having fi piked the cannon, re- 
0 turned to their ſhips. 
15 On the 22d, General Wentworth bensa a battery of twenty 


'* WE twenty-four pounders againſt the caſtle of Boca Chica, and the 
* next day Commodore Leſtock with five ſhips v was ordered to at- 
tack it by ſea. He renewed his attack © on the 24th, and on that 
day fell Lord Aubrey Beauclerc, captain of the Prince Frederic, 

a very brave and experienced officer. Meanwhile the Spaniards -: 
had remounted their, faſcine battery, which was a ſecond time 
deſtroyed by a detachment of failors. A ſmall breach being 

now made on the land-fide of Boca-Chica caſtle, the general 

| acquainted the admiral with his reſolution to ſtorm it, who, in 
order to divert the attention of the enemy, "manned his boats +, 
under the command of Captain Knowles. The ſailors landed 3 
near the caſtle, and there waited for the general aſſault, The 
grenadiers, on the other fide, marched up in good order „ 
they no ſooner began to mount the breach, than the garriſn 
fled nithout firing a ſingle muſket, The garriſon of another | 
Bi Ca 9 5 fort, 
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A. D. fork. called St. Joſeph, followed their example, and our - failoes 
1741. took immediate poſſeſſion of it. Emboldened by this ſucceſs, 
8 and perceiving the enemy preparing to ſink their ſhips, they 
5 boarded the Spaniſh admiral's ſhip, the Galicia, on board of 
A which they found the captain and ſixty men. There were in 
the harbour, when the attack of Boca Chica began, ſix Spaniſh 
men of war, two of which were now ſunk, and one burnt by 
the Spaniards themſelves. The ſailors then proceeded to cut 
the boom, and thus opened a free paſſage for our ſhips into the 
lake. Next morning the fleet entered without moleſtation, but 
the wind blowing freſh and contrary, it was ſeveral days before 
they reached the narrow entrance into the harbour near the 
town. This entrance was defended by a conſiderable fortreſs, 
called Caſtillo Grande, mounting fifty-nine guns, which the 
"ON _ enemy abandoned as ſoon as the ſhips approached. _ N 
=: Thus far all went well. The caſtles, forts, ad Hatton | 
which commanded the lake, were now in poſſeſſion of the Eng- 
| | liſh. The entrance into this lake, was doubtleſs an enterprize of 
| = ſmall danger and difficulty, the channel being commanded by 
| two hundred cannon, thoſe from the enemy's ſhips included. 80 
far the admiral ſeems ta have done every thing neceſſary on his 
part, by removing all obſtacles in the way to conqueſt; and he was 
ſo confident of ſucceeding, that, on the firſt of April, he ſent 
an expreſs to the duke of Newcaſtle, with an account of his 
progreſs; on the receipt of which his grace, with the reſt of 
| the people of England, became frantic with joy and exultation, 
But with pain I proceed to record, that here our ſucceſs ended, 
The next expreſs brought a tale as humble as the former was 
triumphant, On this luckleſs u of April e, the ſailors having 
opened a channel through the ſunken wrecks of the enemy, the 
| bomb-ketches covered by two frigates, entered the harbour, 
and were, on the ſucceeding day, followed by three fire-ſhips, 
| Which were fo poſted as to cover the intended landing of the 
troops. The Weymouth, Captain Knowles, got into the har- 
bour on the third, and on the fifth, early in the morning, the 
troops began to land at a place called la Quinta, from whence 
General Wentworth, at t the head of 1 500 men, n n | 
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ee a narrow defile, to an open ground about a mile from A. D. 
fort St. Lazar, which fort entirely commanded the town of 1741. 
Carthagena. He met with ſome interruption on his march from 
a body of ſix or ſeven hundred Spaniards, and loſt a few of his 
men; but the enemy ſoon retired, and, in the evening of the 
lxth, the remainder of the Engliſh army were diſembarked, 
and, having joined their general, the whole e on the 
plain above mentioned. 4735 | 
Fort St. Lazar, the only remaining fortreſs, v was ; a eg 
fied, and defended by a numerous garriſon. The general was 
of opinion, that any attempt to take it without regular ap- 
proaches would be attended with much danger and difficulty. 5 
The admiral, on the contrary, was poſitive that it was practi- 
cable by eſcalade. From this time the demon of diſcord pre- 
ſided in their councils, and they began to entertain a ſovereign - 
contempt for each other's opinions. The general upbraided the 
admiral for not cannonading the town, and the latter reproach- 
ed the former for not ſtorming the fort. It was at length re- 
ſolved in a council of war to attack St. Lazar by ſtorm, the 
ſeaſon being now too far advanced to allow time for erecting a 
battery of cannon in order to open a breach. In conſequence - 
of this reſolution, on the ninth, before break of day, Brigadier- 


| General Guiſe, with 1200'men, marched to the attack. Un- 


fortunately his guides were {lain before he reached the walls. 
His ſcaling-ladders, being applied at random, proved too ſhort. . 
The officers were diſconcerted for want of orders. A general 
confuſion enfued, and the troops were obliged to retire with 
the loſs of 600 men killed or wounded. By this time the rains 
began to fall very heavily, and diſeaſe became ſo univerſal in the 


camp, that it was determined | in a general council of war to re- 


linquiſh every idea of a farther attempt. The remnant of the 
army retired to their ſhips, and were re-embarked on the 16th. 

The admiral, in order to clear himſelf from any imputation of 
neglect, and to demonſtrate the impracticability of taking the 
place with ſhips after the unſucceſsful attack on St. Lazar, having 

previouſly converted the Spaniſh admiral's ſhip, Galicia, into a 
floating battery, warped her into the harbour as near to the town. 


25 poſſible. In this ſtation ſhe fired upon the town for ſome hours; 


bur it appearing that the u was at too greata diſtance to injure the - 


walls, 
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A. D. walls, ie was ſuffered to drive, and Goh ſtruck upon che fand. 
1741. This experiment, how plauſible ſoever it might ſeem, was byn no 


means allowed to be ſatisfactory. An hiſtorian, who was pre- 


_ ſent, affirms, that in another part of the harbour there was 

: ſpace and water ſufficient for four or five men of war to lie with- : 

in piſtol-thot of 'the walls of 'Carthagena, If this be true, the 
admiral was certainly inexcufable for not bringing Kis ſhips to 
bear upon the town during the attack upon St. Lazar. 


The ſhattered remnant of this ill-fated army having returned | 


to their ſhips, diſeaſes, peculiar to the climate, raged with in- 


conceivable malignity, and many brave men who had eſcaped 
the enemy died in their hammocks. The } jarring chieftains were 


unanimous as to the expediency of retiring from this ſcene of 
deſtruction and diſgrace. A few days were ſpent in deſtroying, 


the forts already taken, and then the fleet failed for Jamaica, * 
As the rational deſign of hiſtorical writings is not merely to 


gratify the reader's curioſity, but rather to exhibit examples of 


vice and folly, virtue and ſagacity, for his occaſional abhorrence 
or imitation, I ſhall endeavour to point out the cauſes of the 
miſcarriage of this important expedition. Some future com- | 


mander of an attack upon Carthagena may poſlibly c deem this 
inveſtigation worthy of his attention. 


4 


The old adage, That a bad beginning commonly produces a 


bad ending, is more frequently verified in the cataſtrophe | of 
_ naval expeditions, than in any other . pecies of human tranſac : 
tions. It is always in the power of a malignant prime miniſter 


to fruſtrate the beſt-concerted attem pt, if he be influenced by paſ. 
ſtons or policy to wiſh that it may not ſucceed: and I fear there 


have been very few prime miniſters ſo unintereſtedly dif] paſſion-, ; 
ate, as ſincerely to with the fucceſs of meaſures adopted in op- 


poſition to their advice. Sir Robert Walpole” s conſent to a war 
with Spain, was evidently an involuntary compliance with the 
clamour of oppoſition, and of the nation in general. The fleet 
was not only unneceſſarily retarded at Spithead, but the troops, 


Which were put on board, were raw and undiſciplined. The 
fleet ought certainly to have failed at leaſt a month earlier; for 


thongs" there mi ight be barely time to execute the pip propoled, 


> zmollet s hilt, vol. vi. p. 287. 
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naval expeditions are, in their, nature, liable to ſo many cauſes A. D. 
of delay, that they will not admit of nice calculation in point 1741. 


of time. But, if. this miniſterial delay was inexcuſable, what 
ſhall we ſay of the dilatory proceedings of the admiral, who was 
certainly better acquainted with the climate? 

From the above account, of this alcoabel e e ve 


W learn, that our fleet and army were no ſooner, in poſſeſſion of 


all the forts, which defended the lake, than the. admiral. d 
general began to quarrel: their animoſity daily increaſed, and 


their mutual contempt became at laſt ſo exceſſive, that the glo- 
rious cauſe in which they were engaged ſeemed leſs the object 


of their attentionꝰ than the means of effecting each other's dif 


grace. But the miſchief. did not end with the commanders ; 


each had his ſeparate cabal, and the : ſpirit of diſcord, was diffu - 
ſed through the whole fleet and army. This fatal, childiſh 


miſunderſtanding j is an evident proof, that both the admiral and 
general, to ſay no worſe of them, were weak men, If either 
of them had poſſeſſed the ſoul of a great commander, he would 
not have ſuffered the folly of the other to ruin an enterprize of 


ſuch importance. Fools, it is true, are ſometimes obſtinate; 
but it is ſeldom difficult for diſpaſſionate wiſdom to flatter them 


into compliance; and certainly, on ſuck an occaſion, ſomewhat 


of punctilio ſhould have been ſacrificed to patriotiſm, Fra 
The attack upon St. Lazar was certainly abſurd, and the hope 5 


of ſucceeding was doubtleſs founded ſolely on the facility witng 


which the other forts had been poſſeſſed. This was a falſe con- 


cluſion; for that facility had rendered this fortreſs more formi- 


dable by an accumulation of troops. But, in order to give the 


leaſt degree of probability to the ſucceſs of this attack, the ad- 


miral ought at the ſame time to have cannonaded and bombard- 


ed the town with. all the power of his fleet. He might certain- 

w have brought more ſhips into the barbour, and they might 
with ſafety have brought up much nearer to the walls. When 

the French took Carthagena in 1697, the firing from the ſhips 


contributed eſſentially to their ſucceſs; but they landed a conſi- 
derable train of artillery, with which they made a breach in the 


| walls of the town, and then bravely fought their way into it. 


I alſo beg leave to remind the reader, that, in the year, 1740, 
Admiral Vernon bombarded the: town . of Ls from the 
ſea. 
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4A. D. fea As therefore he had now ſo many ſhips more than he 
| 1741. wanted, why did he not leave ſome of them on the coaſt, with 
l orders to co-operate with the fleet in the harbour and the army. 
l in the moment of a general attack? Upon the whole, Went 
| worth appears to have done all in his power, and his troops do 
| not ſeem in any ways to have diſgraced their country; but, alas! 
|  * the reſolutions by which they had the misfortune to be directed, 
| were the reſult of jarring deliberations among the incongruous 
| inhabitants of different elements. The general might be culpable 
| in not treating the admiral with that degree of reſ pect which his 
1 late victory gave him ſome reaſon to expect; but the latter was 
1 bs certainly inexcuſable in not aſſiſting the former in the reduc- 
tion of the town. This conduct in the admiral will appear ex- 
ceedingly reprehenſible, if, upon a careful ſurvey of the forts 
l and harbour, it ſhould appear, that, after the reduction of the 
i ' ſeveral fortreſſes commanding the lake, the town might be re- 
duced by a fleet without the aſſiſtance of a land army: and the 
truth of this ſappoſition ſeems ſo extremely probable, that I ve- 
rily believe Vernon would have taken it, if the troops had ne- 
ver been landed, or if he had had no troops to aſſiſt him in the 
attempt. It is very evident that-the town of Carthagena may 
be eaſily bombarded both from the ſea and from the harbour; 
and it is equally certain that no town, in which there are any 
number of opulent inhabitants, will ſuſtain that ſpecies of de- 
ſtructive inſult for any length of time; they will riſe _ the | 
garriſon, and oblige them to capitulatee. s 
Be this as it may, though the Engliſh ſailors and ſoldiers 
were diſappointed of their expected ſpoils of the enemy, they 
retired with the ſatisfaction of having done the Spaniards great 
injury in the deſtruction of many conſiderable fortifications, ih 
ſpiking a number of cannon, and in annihilating ſix men n of war 
and ſix galleons, beſides many other veſſelss. . 

| Let us now follow the Engliſh fleet to Jamaica, where it ar- 

| rived on the 19th of May. The climate of this iſland did not 
contribute much towards the recovery of the ſick, many of 
whom died after their arrivalz among the reſt Lord Auguſtus 
Fitzroy, captain of the Orford. Vernon, on his arrival at Ja- 
maica*, having received orders en an to retain in the 
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Weſt-Indies no more ſhips than were neceſſary, ſent home ſeve- A. D. 
ral men of war under the command of Commodore Leſtock f. 1741. 
The remainder of his fleet were deemed quite ſufficient, there 
being at this time but one Spaniſh ſquadron at the Havanna, 
and a ſmall French fleet at Hiſpaniola. It is very certain that 
the admiral was ſo exccedingly diſſatisfied with his colleague 
Wentworth, that he ardently wiſhed to return to England; but 
the king had conceived ſo high an opinion of his abilities, and 
the letters which the admiral received from the duke of New- 
caſtle were ſo extremely flattering, that he determined to con- 
tinue in his ſtation. On the 26th of May he called a general 
council of war, the members of which were himſelf, Sir Cha- 
loner Ogle, General Wentworth, General Guiſe, and Governor 
Trelawny. The four firſt of theſe gentlemen were unanimoug , 
in opinion, that St. Jago on the iſland of Cuba was the proper 
object of attack. Governor Trelawny, on the contrary, thought 
Cuba of little importance, and ſtrenuouſly adviſed an expedition 
againſt Panama on the iſthmus of Darien. The goyernor, how- | 
ever, acquieſced, and raiſed a corps of a thouſand negroes, which 
were put on board the fleet with all poſlible expedition. 
'This armament, which failed from Jamaica on the firſt of 
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July s, conſiſted of eight ſhips of the line, one of 50 guns, 5 
dare . Sc. and about I oa mah on board of 
IF Theſe were he Cura. Ruſſel, Norfolk. Shrewſbury, FW Torbay, OS. 
= Chicheſter, Hampton, SR. n, and F almouth, dende five fil: 5 : 
| gates. | 7 
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A. D. which, induding blacks; were 3490 land forces. The fleet came 
= 1741. to an anchor on the 18th in Walthenham harbour on the ſouth 
| fide of the iſle of Cuba. The admiral, fully determining to 
annex for ever this fine iſland to the dominions of his Britannic 
majeſty, began by changing the name of Walthenham into that 
of Cumberland harbour, in compliment to his Royal Highneſs 
the duke. With ſubmiſſion to commanders of fleets, invading 
an enemy's country, I ſhould think it moſt adviſable to avoid 
this parade of giving names to places which were named before, 
unleſs they are per fectly certain of being able to maintain their 
conqueſt, becauſe the ſpurious appellation, after their depar- 
ture, will be recollected only as a memorandum of their dif. 
grace. This harbour, howſoever called, was a very capacious 
and ſecure aſylum againſt the hurricanes ſo frequent in the 
Weſt-Indies at this ſeaſon of the year: it was therefore a de- 
ſirable poſſeſſion, particularly as it was acquired without mo- 
leſtation. The iſland of Cuba is not only the largeſt of the An- 
tilles, but it is alſo ſaid to be the moſt fruitful and- healthy of 
any in the Weſt-Indies. | 
"There were, at this time, tales Speck ſhips 4 the line 

at the Havanna, a populous city on the weſt fide of the iſland, 
where the governor reſides, and where there were ſtrong forti- 
cations and a numerous garriſon. For theſe reaſons, though 
the conquelt of the whole iſland was ultimately intended, it was 
thought adviſable to begin with St. Jago, a leſs conſiderable 
city on the eaſtern coaſt. Walthenham harbour lies about eleven 
leagues ſouth-weſt from St. Iago, and diſtant by land about ſixty 
miles, on which ſide the city is alraoft entirely defenceleſs. Its 
fortifications to the ſea were not formidable, but the entrance 
into the harbour is ſo extremely narrow, and the navigation fo 
dangerous, that nature bas ſafficiently ſecured it from a naval 
attack. On theſe conſiderations it was reſolved, in a general 
council of war, held on board the admiral, on the 20th of July, 
to land the troops immediately, and take the rity of St. Jago 
by ſurpriſe. 
Tne troops were accordingly Abe and, meeting with 

no oppotition, marched ſome miles up the country, and encamp- 
ed on the banks of a navigable river. From this encampment 
G: 1icral Wentworth detached feveral reconnoitring parties, 
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which calling i in with ſmall bodies of the enemy, repulſed them A. D. 
with very little loſs on either ſide. One of theſe reconnoitring 1741. 
parties, confiſting of 1 50 Americans and negroes, commanded 
by Major Dunſter, penetrated as far as the village of Elleguava, 
where he continued ſome time; but not being ſupported by the 
main army, he returned to the camp. Meanwhile Admiral 
Vernon deſpatched part of his fleet to block up the port of St. 
Jago, and to watch the motions of the Spaniſh admiral at the 
Havanna, expeCting with the utmoſt impatience the progreſs of 
the army. But, on the 5th of October, he had the mortifica- 
tion to receive a letter from General Wentworth, expreſſing his 
doubts of being able either to advance farther, or even to ſub- 
fiſt his army much longer in the part which they then poſſeſſed. 
On the gth the general called a council of war, the members 
of which were unanimonſly of opinion, that it was impoſſible 
to march farther into the country, without expoſing the troops 

to certain ruin. The army nevertheleſs continued in its encamp- 
ment till the 7th of November, when another council of war, 
conſiſting of the land- officers only, reſolved, that the troops 

ought to be re-embarked with all poſſible expedition; and they 

were accordingly put on board their tranſſ ports « on the 20th, 

without the leaſt moleſtation from the enemy. 

| Thus ended the conqueſt of the iſle of Cuba, 5 inhabitants 

of which were, from the incomprehenſible conduct of the Bri- 

tiſh troops, at laſt perſuaded that they landed without any ha. 

ſtile intentions. The. good people of England grew extremely —® 
diſſatisfied, impatient of news, and as much aſtoniſhed at the 
cautious inaCtivity of General Wentworth, as they are at this 
moment (October the Sth, 1 777 *) at the manceuvres of their 

general who is to conquer America. But the people of Eng- 

land, who reaſon only from appearance, and are guided ſolely 

by common ſenſe, are very incompetent judges of the actions of 

great generals and great miniſters. A general, though abſolute 

at the head of his army, is a mere inſtrument in the hands of 

the prime miniſter, and muſt fight or not fight according to his 

private inſtructions. Some of the politicians, of the period of 

which I am now writing, were of opinion, that our making 
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* Generil Howe failed from New-York on a ſecret expedition in Auguſt, 4 f 
LI accounts of him hag arrived i in England at this period. 
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1 2s NAVAL HISTORY 
'F A.D. conqueſts | in the Weſt-Indies was diſagreeable to France, and 
== 1741. that a French war was to be avoided at all events: others did 
not ſcruple to inſinuate, that the miniſter did all in his power to 
fruſtrate every attempt in the proſecution of a war into which 
be had been forced by the oppoſition; and a third claſs of peo- 
ple attributed this miſcarriage entirely to the general's want of 
- - ſkill and reſolution. Whatever might be the real cauſe of this 
very extraordinary ſupineneſs in the Britiſh troops, there are 
very few incidents in hiſtory which afford more apparent foun- 
dation for cenfure. St. Jago, which was not above four days 
march, for light troops, from Cumberland harbour, was in a 
great meaſure defenceleſs on the land ſide, and therefore might 
have been eaſily ſurpriſed. There was no army in the country 
to oppoſe an enemy, therefore why i it was not immediately at- 
tempted is very difficult to conceive z unleſs we ſuppoſe that the 
* officers had no inclination to make conqueſts in ſo fatal a cli- 
mate, where, if they had ſucceeded, they would have been left 
In garriſon. As to their reſolution of returning to their ſhips, 
after remaining four months on the iſland, it was certainly pro- 
per; for by this time their number was ſo exceedingly decreaſed, 
by the diſeaſes of the climate, that probably, in another month, 
there would ſcarce have been a man left to bring home the tale 
of their diſaſters 
When we conſider the 3 7 men | facriiced to the cli 
mate in this, and in the preceding attempt againſt Carthagena, 
one cannon help wifhing, if humanity be admiſſible in politics, 
that future minifters would not wantonly tranſport ſo many 
thouſands of Europeans to a climate where it is almoſt impoſli- 
ble for them to exiſt. Pollibly the political ſyſtem of Great 
Britain may ſometimes require ſuch. ſacrifices ; but one would 
hope, that nothing but the moſt inevitable neceſlity would au- 
thoriſe ſuch deſtruction of the human ſpecies. 

Before we quit this expedition, we cannot avoid i inquiring | into 
the deſign of it. That General Wentworth did not act his part 
in the reduction of St. Jago is pretty evident. But ſuppoſe that 
town had been taken, what then? Would the iſland have fallen 
in conſequence? By no means. The Havanna was ſtrongly for- 

_ tified, well garrifoned, and defended by twelve ſhips of the line: 
ſo that any idea of reducing the whole iſland feems to be entire- 
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1 out * the queſtion. What poſſible advantage could therefore A. D. 
reſult from taking St. Jago? It may be anſwered, That a rein- 174. 
forcement of 2000 marines was expected from England. This 
ſupply, however, was a precarious expectation. 'They did not 
arrive at Jamaica till the 15th of January : and had they even 
arrived two months ſooner, the army would ſtill have been in- 
adequate to the reduction of the Havanna, and conſequently 
inſufficient to conquer the iſland, or even to maintain their 
ground for any length of time; and yet the heroes of this ex- 
pedition were ſo confident of ſucceſs, that they not any enter- 
ed upon it, by giving Engliſh names to the encmy's harbours 
and rivers, but they actually invited new ſettlers from North 
America, and promiſed them grants of land l. 

From theſe conſiderations it follows, that, though General 
Wentworth may be juſtly cenſured for performing nothing, yet 
all he could poſſibly have done would have anſwered no ration- 
al purpoſe; and the expedition was no leſs enen ee . 
than puſillanimouſly executed. 5 

The troops were re- embarked on the 20th of November, ad 

on the 25th it was reſolved in a general council of war, that 
the general, with the troops under his command, ſhould return 
to Jamaica, and that the fleet ſhould continue to cruize off Hiſ- 
paniola in ſearch of the expected reinforcement from England. 
The tranſports ſailed on the 28th, and the admiral on the 6th 
of December, with the remaining ſquadron, conſiſting of eight 
ſhips of the line, a fire-ſhip, an hoſpital-ſhip, and two tenders. 
But before we take an entire leave of Cuba, it is neceſſary, in 
Juſtice to the navy, to inform the reader, that, whilſt the troops 
were on ſhore, the fleet was not quite inactive. The Worceſter 
took a Spaniſh man of war of 24 guns, the Defiance took a re- 
giſter ſhip laden with provifions for Carthagena, and the Shore- 
ham took another veſſel with 70,000 pieces of eight on board. 
Having cloſed the naval tranſactions of the year 1741, in the 
Weſt-Indies, I muſt recal the reader's attention to the progreſs 
of Mr. Anſon, who, I before mentioned, had failed from 3t. 
Helen' son the vl of On, 1709 with a won; of 
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30 NAVAL HISTORY. 

A. D. five men of war, a ſmall floop, and two victuallers l. This ex- 
1749. pedition was originally planned prior to the declaration of war 
with Spain, and was rationally founded on a deſign of ſeizing 
the wealth of that kingdom at its ſource, and thereby depriving 
the enemy of the means of executing their hoſtile intentions, 
There were indeed at firſt two ſeparate fleets deſtined. for this 
ſervice z one of which was to have been commanded by Mr, 
l Cornwall, and the other by Mr. Anſon. The firſt was to have 
| failed round Cape Horn into the South-ſeas, and the other dis 
| rectly to the Eaſt-Indies. Theſe two ſquadrons were to have 
Ip met at Manilla, where they were to expect farther orders. This 
| project ſeemed well calculated to humble the pride and infolence 
| of Spain; becauſe their remote ſettlements were, at this time, 
= almoſt entirely defenceleſs, and ſeveral of the moſt important 
| of them might probably have been ſurpriſed before they had 
Intelligence of a war between the two nations. 'The original 
| ſcheme, however, was laid afide, and it was determined that 
Il - one ſquadron only ſhould be ſent to the South-ſeas, 5 which 

Fe Mr. Anſon ſhould have the command. 

'Fhis deviation from the original plan was no leſs aifpteaſing 
to Mr. Anſon than to Sir Charles Wager, by whom it was firſt 
| propoſed, and who was equally ignorant of the reaſons which 
induced the miniſtry to lay it aſide. However, on the 1oth of 

January Mr. Anſon received his commiſſion as commodore of 
the ſquadron above mentioned. The king's inſtructions were 
dated the 31ſt of the ſame month, which, nevertheleſs, Mr. 
' Anſon did not receive before the 28th of June following. He 
then went down to Partſmouth, where his ſquadron lay, in full 
_ expectation of ſailing with the firſt fair wind; for though he 
knew that he was at leaſt 300 men ſhort of his compliment, 
he had been aſſured that the deficiency would be ſupplied 
from Sir John Norris's fleet then at Spithead. But Sir John 
did not chuſe to 8 with any of his ae "Tins d 


1 Fiz The Centurion, 60 guns, 409 men, George: Anſon commander. 


| Glouceſter, I © Richard Norris. 
„ 300 Edward Legge. 
Pearl, 40 250 Matthew Mitchell. . 
N Wager. 21 16 Danby Kidd.  - . 


Tyrell, 3 100 Fon. George Murray. 
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ment was ie cauſe of delay, and all that Mr, Anſon could A.D, 
at laſt obtain, was 170 men, ninety-eight of which were ma- 1740. 
rines, and thirty-two from the hoſpitals. 

According to the firſt plan, Bland's entire regiment of foot 

and three independent companies were to have embarked on 
board his fleet. But it was afterwards reſolved, that the land | 
forces ſhould conſiſt of 500 out-penſioners of Chelſea hoſpital, 

of which only 259 of the moſt feeble were embarked, all thoſe 
who were able to walk having deſerted. On ſuch occaſions it 

is not eaſy to determine which moſt to execrate, the heads or 

hearts of thoſe who are entruſted with the management of public 


| affairs, It ſurely requires a very moderate degree of underſtand- 
| ing to know that ſuch troops, ſo far from being ſerviceable, 


muſt neceſſarily prove a burdenſome obſtruction to the ſucceſs 


of an expedition, which, from” its nature, required health, 


ſtrength , and vigour, in their utmoſt degree of perfection. As 

to heart, can any thing be imagined more inhuman, than trea - 
cherouſly to drag from their peaceful habitations, and from the 
enjoyment of the ſcanty reward of paſt ſervices, a number 1 
decrepid old men, conſcious of their inability to render further in 
ſervice. to their country, and certain of an inglorious cataſtro- 
phe ? To ſupply the place of the 240 invalids who had deſert. 
ed, 210 marines, new raiſed and totally undiſciplined, were Ore 
dered on board, the laſt detachment of which embarked on the 
8th of Auguſt, and on the Toth the ſquadron failed from Spit- 3 
head to St. Helen's, there to wait for a fair wind. . 
If Mr. Anſon's ſquadron had now been ſuffered to proceed, : 
he might have tided it down the channel without waiting for a 
fair wind; but the Lords Juſtices (the king being then at Han- 
over) onde him to ſail from St. Helen's in conjunction with 
the two fleets commanded by Admiral Balchen and Sir Cha- 
loner Ogle, amounting, in all, to 145 fail, Now it being im- 
poſlible for ſo numerous a fleet to proceed, with ſafety, without 
an eaſterly wind, forty days more were ſpent in hourly expec- 


Cr en 


tation of a favourable breeze. At laſt, on the gth of Septem- 


ber, Mr. Anſon received orders to proceed with his own ſqua- 


| dron, independent of tlie reſt. He failed on the 18th, and in 


four days got clear of the channel, 
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A. D. TI have dwelt a little upon this very extricedinery deli; and 
1740. its ſeveral cauſes, becauſe to this very unaccountable conduct of 
adminiſtration may rationally be aſcribed the many hardſhips, 
dangers, and diſappointments experienced in the progreſs of this 
expedition. It ſeems indeed exceedingly inconceivable, that 
an expedition appointed early in the month of January, ſhould 
not have proceeded till late in September. But fo it was, and 
the conſequences were ſuch as might eafily have been foreſeen, 
The ſquadron was not only, by this delay, obliged to double 
Cape Horn in the moſt tempeſtuous ſeaſon of the year, but the 

_ Spaniards, in every pur of te globe, were informed of its de- 
ſtination. 
HFaving cleared the channel, Mr. Anſon ſteered for the iſland 
pf Madeira; but, as if all nature as well as art had conſpired to 
retard his progreſs, he was forty days on a paſſage which is 
frequently made in ten. However, at laſt, after this tedious 
contention with adverſe winds, he arrived at Madeira on the 

| 25th of October. He immediately viſited the governor, who 
informed him, that ſeveral days paſt there had appeared to 
the weſtward of the iſland ſeven or eight men of war, Which 
| he ſuppoſed to be Spaniſh, Mr. Anſon deſpatched a floop to 
reconnoitre this ſquadron, and the ſloop returned without any 

= intelligence. This was in truth a Spaniſh ſquadron of ſeven 
ſhips-of the line and a Patache, which were ſent for the ſole 

_ purpoſe of counteracting Mr. Anſon's operations in the South- 
ſeas. They had on board a regiment of foot, intended to 
ſtrengthen ſome of their garriſons, and two of the ſhips were 
deſtined for the Weſt-Indies. 'Their commodore was Don Jo- 
ſeph Pizarro. Of the five ſhips that ſailed for the South-ſeas, 
but one returned to Europe, the reſt having either foundered 

N at ſea, « or were wrecked or broken up in the courſe of the "P 
age. 
Ml the 34 of 3 Mr. A left Madcira, and crof. 
ſed the line on the 23th. He arrived at the iſland of St. Ca- 
therine, on the coaſt of Brazil, on the 21ſt of December, 
where he repaired ſuch of his ſhips as had ſuffered i in the voy- 

| age, took in wood and water, and regaled his people with freſh 
proviſions, and recovered ſome of his ſick. But he neither 
baun the climate ſo healthy, nor the Portugueze ſo hoſpitable, 
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perfidiouſſy deſpatched a veſſel to the Spaniſh admiral, then at 1741. 
Buenos-Ayres, with an account of Mr. Anſon's ſtrength and 
condition, during his continuance in this neutral port. 

The ſquadron ſailed from St. Catherine' s on the 18th of Ja- 
nuary; ſteering ſouthward along the coaſt of America, towards 

Cape Horn. In ſo hazardous a voyage, at this ſeaſon of tlie 

year, it was more than probable that the fleet would be ſepara- 

ted, the commodore therefore appointed three ſeveral places of 


rendezvous: the firſt at St. Julian on the coaſt of Patagonia, 


the ſecond at the iſland of Socoro in the South-ſcas, arid the 


third at Juan Ferhandez. Soon after their departure from St. | 


Catherine's, . the earl was ſeparated, and did not rejoin the 
ſquadron till near a month after. On her return, Lieutenant 
Salt informed Mr. Anſon, that Captain Kidd died on the 3 iſt of 2 
January; that he had fallen in with the Spaniſh fleet above 


mentioned, and that, miſtaking one of their ſhips for the Centu- 


rion, he very narrowly. eſcaped. being taken. The Engliſh ſqua- 
dron anchored in the harbour of St. Julian on the 18th of. Fe- 


bruary, principally with a deſign to repair the Tryal ſloop, which 


| bad oſt her main- maſt in a ſquall. This buſineſs being finiſh- | 


ed, they failed again on the 25th, and paſſed the Streights 155 : 
Maire on the 4th of March. RT, 
At this time their ſhips were in good vtidition, 2 thele | 
crews in tolerable health and ſpirits. They flattered themſelves 
that, as they were now entering into the Pacific Ocean, their dan- 
gers and difficulties would gradually vaniſh, and that Spaniſh 
treaſures would ſoon. reward their labour. But delufive were 


* 


theſe expectations. They did not even clear the Streights with- 
Out great danger; and they no ſooner quitted the land than they 


found themſelves expoſed to all the horrors of impetuous winds, 


and waves turbulent and mountainous beyond all conception. 


They now began emphatically to execrate the cauſes of their late 
departure from Europe. This formidable ſquadron ſoon ſepara- 
ted never more to unite! After ſtruggling with infinite variety 


of diſtreſs during two long months, the Centurion, Mr. Anſon's 
| ſhip on the laſt day of April, found herſelf to the northward 


of the Streights of Magellan, and therefore concluded that ſhe 


: | had ſecured her 7 round Cape uns: On the 8th of 


Vece ty. „ > 


RT IO 


or Kn Gro 1 i 
| ns repreſented by former voyagers. The governor of the land A. D. 


* 


* 
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J A. D. May ſhe arrived off Socom, the firſt WO VI" in the pacige 
| 1 5 Ocean. She cruized there; in extreme bad weather, above a 
fortnight, i in hopes of rejoining fome of the ſquadron ;- but be- 


j FTernandez, where ſhe arrived on the 9th of June; but in ſo 
|} _ feeble a condition, that at this time not above twenty hands, 
1 _ officers included, were left capable of affiſting in working the 
.1= mmꝛip. The ſcurvy had made ſuch terrible havock among the 
erew, that ont of 450, their complement when they paſſed 
Streight Le Maire, ſcarce half that number were now living, 
and moſt of theſe were ſick in their hammecks. The Tryal 
floop reached the iſland about the ſame time, in the ſame di- 
firefsful ſituation, and th ey. were joined by the Gloncefter on 
the 23d of July, which ſhip had loſt three fourths of her crew, 
and would certainly never have been able to reach the ifland, 
but for the afliſtanee ſent her by the commodore after ſhe was 
in ſight. The Anna Pink, their victualler, came in about the 
middle of Auguſt, and ks. was the laſt we of this" W 
they ever ſaw. _ 

The miſſing ſhips were the W the Pearl, and; hs Wager 
ftore-ſhip.. The two firſt parted company off Cape Noir, and 
put back to the Brazils. The latter purſued her voyage towards 

the iſland of Socoro, the firft rendezvous in the Pacific Ocean. 
She made the land on the weftern coaſt of South America, on the 
14th of May, in latitude 47, and the next morning ſtruck upon 

1 a ſunken rock, and ſoon after bulged. Moſt of the crew were 
= landed on this deſolate iſland, where they remained five months, 
5 and then about eighty of the failors, in a ſchooner” built by 
lengthening the long-boat, failed back for the Brazils, teaving 
Captain Cheap and nineteen other perſons on ſhore. Theſe were 
by various accidents: at laſt reduced to four, who were landed 
by an Indian on the coaſt of Chiloe, thence conveyed to St. 
Jago, where they continued a year, and three of them were 


Cheap, Mr. Byron *, and Mr. Hamilton. 


ronſiſting of the Centurion, the Glouceſter, the Tryal ſloop, 
| and the Anna Pink. The laſt of theſe being found totally unfit 
1 e ſervice, was broken Neo a the * of * 


Now Admiral Byrc ron. | de 


ing diſappointed in this expectation, ſtood for the iſland of Juan 


finally ſent to Europe on board a French Mips: vix. 8 


We now return to Mr. Anſon's ſquadron at Juan Forndnder, 


, . 7 5 4 1 7 >, 7 8 4 4 of g . » 7 O 83 "He 74 CEOS Ton Tt 7 '7 l - FRY As 2 by * n 5 53 Ls K N — . * 
* , J # . : £ . 7 5 D LAS Sd, 9 Den N 4 . 0 1 En 2 EE IS * * N e £ N N N A 9 . r * 2 * 3 y SJ x Ia WY = 
* 5 — #44; 5 3 n 12 = . 7 q a 4 3 3 r N 4 CORE AOL EW. Os A r 1 1 . . 7 e WB ty 84 2 he 8 Er NAD q * ng — x \ C 5 : 5 2 | 
Ee RB ff 20h re nee? SING 8 4 C At EY AR Ts 28 eme . AE BO F r PET? Nas, x 2 Lt > oe Fa TT AT 9 G2 F c CS BI ge ee of ys 8 I IS OSA Pt by. F Crt N 28 Gm KRIS, e N 
n \ f 5 2 9 1065 1 7 — 2 — 2 9 P 9 FR 73 * "Bren bbs e F = ARE”. ION Fa ST IE We SEE 5% a = WOK: 1 n . ) DS get OED Tat PESO x 7 Fre n * ov * 7 1 x 
1, - ae FER . 67 ˙ Tod ALS (be LS n ee 4G 7. — LEE. 38 + 5 1 77 4% Ty * 93 rm y N 7 rr x ö Ae W. — ne ad S q SY Er Fn 2 "ras We 0: A * . ox . 
; I . . * 7 : I pet 2 ; 2 A 2 4 1 1 2 3 pe 4 F . 
. 


555 


„ 


Ca %s? * io — 7 
F 


e Rid GEORGE n by 


the crews were pretty well recovered, though the whdle num» A. D. 
ber was, by this time, reduced to 335, boys included. 174 
On the igth of September, Mr. Anſon with his ſmall ſqua - 
dron failed from the ifland of Juan Fernandez, with a defiga to 
cruize near the continent of Spaniſh America. On this cruize 
he took three trading veſſels of no great value; but from the 
paſſengers on board he received ſuch intelligence as determined 
him to ſurpriſe the town of Paita, in latitude 50% 12“ ſouth. 

It conſiſted of about 200 houſes, and was defended hy a ſmall 
fort mounting eight guns. Fearful of alarming the inhabitants 
by the approach of his ſhips, he reſolyed to make the attempt 
by means of his boats only. Whilit. the ſquadron was yet at - 
too great a diſtunce to be perceived by the enemy, about ten at 
night he detached fifty-eight. men, commanded by Lieutenant 
Brett, and conducted by two Spanith pilots, They landed with- 
out oppoſition, and ſoon took entire. poſſeſſion of the places 
| The governor, with moſt of the inhabitants, having had ſome _ 
previous notice from the- thips in the harbour, fled into the 
country at their approach, and continued parading on the hills; 
The Engliſh remained three days on ſhore; during which time 

| they ſent all the treaſure they could find on board their ſhips, 
They then {et fire to the town and re- embarked, having loſt 
| only two men in the emterpriſe. The booty they carried off 
amounted to about 30, oo l. The loſs ſuſtained by the Spa- 
niards was eſtimated at a million and a half of: Gellar s. 
Whilſt Mr. Anſbn was thus engaged, the Glouceſter, which 
had been ſent on a cruize, took two Spaniſh prizes with ſpecie 
on board amounting to 19, 000 l. ſterling. She joined the ſqua- 
dron two days after their departure from Paita, and they ſtood | 
to the northward with a deſign to water at the illand of Quibo, 
near the bay of Panama. At this ifland- they arrived on the 

| 4th of December. The commodore had indeed entertained 
ſome hopes of being reinforced from Admiral Vernon's ſqua- 
dron acroſs the iſthmus of Darien; but he learnt, from the pa- 
pers found on board one of his prizes, that the attack upon 
Carthagena had failed. Theſe hopes therefore immediately Va» 
niſhed, and he now determined to ſteer for the coaſt of Mexico, 
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in expectation. of falling in with the galleon which he ſuppoſed 
to be on her Pallage from Manilla to Acapulco. The ſqua- 1 
| E. * e : * | | | | 


NAVAL HISTORY: 


'A D. dron failed from Quibo on the 12th of December, and did not 
1741+ make the coaſt of Mexico till the 2gth of January. But, as this 
| brings us to the tranſactions of the year 1742, we muſt now 

return to Europe, in order to take a view of the Britiſh wy 
nearer home to the end of the year 17414. e 
Whilſt Vernen and Anſon were thus employed in America, 
the admirals Sir John Norris and Haddock commanded two 
formidable fleets in Europe. The firſt of theſe. commanders 
failed from Spithead on the 27th of July with ſixteen ſhips of 
the line, and, ſteering for the bay of Biſcay, began to cruize 
upon the coaſt of Spain. With this formidable fleet he might 
with the utmoſt facility have injured the enemy moſt eſſentially, 
by ravaging their coaſt and deſtroying their maritime towns; 
which were almoſt totally defenceleſs: Not only the Britiſh 
nation in general, but the Spaniards themſelves, and every per. 
ſon on board, except the admiral, were confident that ſo power- 
: ful a fleet had ſome capital object in view. But, to the aſto- 
niſhment of all the world, except thoſe who were admitted be- 
hind the curtain, in leſs than a month, Sir John Norris return- 
ed to Spithead with half his fleet, without having executed, or 
even attempted, any thing worth relating. Part of the ſqua- 
dron continued cruizing on the Spaniſh coaſt; and the Naſſau 
and Lenox were ſent to join Admiral Haddock, who, with thir- 
teen men of war, ſpent the whole ſummer cruizing in the Me- 
diterranean without atchieving any thing ſufficient to furniſh a 
tolerable Gazette. The cauſes aſſigned for his being ſtationed 
in that ſea were, to prevent the junction of the Spaniſh fleet at 
Cadiz with that of France at Toulon, and to intercept the 
troops which were intended to be tranſported from Barcelona 
to Italy, in order to act againſt the queen of Hungary. But 
unfortunately neither of theſe purpoſes were anſwered. 
What were the private inſtructions given to Norris and Had- 
dock will probably always remain a ſecret. Their reſpeQtive 
characters as men of abilities and reſolution ſtand unimpeached; 
but abilities and reſolution are not ſufficient to complete the 
Character of a naval commander. Probity is an indiſ; penſible 
ingredient. The man who is mean enough to accept of a com- 
mand with ignominious reſtrictions, merits the obloquy which 
a will never fail to beſtow. e w Roll is 
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= On the 12th of Oktober Sir John Norris failed again for the A. D. 
1 coaſt of Spain with a fleet of ten men of war. The inhabitants l FE . 
: of the towns along the ſhore were at firſt a little alarmed at his * 

re- appearance; but, finding him now no leſs harmleſs than be- 

fore, they beheld the Engliſh fleet as an agreeable ſpectacle, 

and were at length fully perſuaded that he was ſent to A e 
along their coaſt merely for their amuſement, . | / | 

2 | Notwithſtanding the formidable ſtate of our navy at this per 

25 god, our trade was ſo ill protected, that, ſince the commence- 8 
ment of the war, the Spaniards had taken no leſs than 372 of | 
our trading veſſels. The merchants of London and other ports 

were convinced that their loſſes were. chiefly owing to neglect, 

and they remembered the declaration of the miniſter, 'That as 

the war was their own, they muſt take the conſequences. 4 
have before animadyerted on. the imprudence of entruſting the 
conduct of a war to a miniſter who is forced into it by oppoſi- 

TT tion. gir Robert Walpole did every thing in his power to avoid 

W a war with Spain, which, with a little of that ſpirit which 
Cromwell on a like occaſion would have exerted; he might 
have avoided. The Spaniards preſumeꝗd on a knowledge of Sir 
Robert's pacific diſpoſition, | That nation had indeed great rea- 
ſon to be diflatisfied with the illicit trade carried on by Eng- 
lin veſſels in the Weſt-Indies. If, inſtead of guarding their 

f | | coaſts by armed {hips, they had complained to the Britiſh mi- 

= uo and if the Beitllh wy had taken effeQtual methods 


e 


peace between che two nations "ond _ Hig e „ 

W Sir Robert Walpole would have remained prime miniſter. - He 
Vas averſe to the war, becauſe he foreſaw that it would deſtroy 

dis influence, and I am afraid he wanted magnanimity to exert 

a degree of patriotic zeal ſufficient to render ſucceſsful a * 

V bich be did not approve”, 

Sir Robert Walpole, though tron mint. bad bl. 1742. 5 
therto ſtood ſecure under the ſhelter of the throne, But the 
people of England were now ſo diflatisfied with this unſucceſſ· 

ful war with Spain, and particularly with his total negle& of 

the queen of Hungary in her diſtreſs, that, at the general elec- 

tion of a new parliament, a conſiderable majority of the inde- 
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NAVAL HISTORY 
A. D. pendent voters, throughout the kingdom; oppoſed 4 court; 
2741. many of Sir Robert's members were thrown out, and when the 
| parliament met, the complexion of the houſe of commons was 
fuch, that a change of miniſtry became unavoidable; S r Ro. 

bert Walpole was created earl of Orford; he refigned all his 
employments, and found an aſylum in the houſe of lords. The 
leading patriots in both houſes were either taken into the new 
adminiſtration, or filenced by titles, ſo that all inquiry into the 
conduct of the late miniſter fell to the ground. Mr. Sandy 
was appointed chancellor of the exchequer, the duke of New. 

_ caſtle and Lord Carteret ſecretaries of Kates and Mr. OO 5 
was created earl of Bath. ng. = 

_  Thele incidental matters being prediifed; we now return to 

| the proper object of our hiſtory. Forty thouſand feamen were 
voted for the ſervice of the current year. The fleet in the 
Mediterranean, under Admiral Haddock, conſiſted of twenty. 
nine men of war. He reſigned to Leſtock on account of his 
declining health; but the new miniſtry gave the command to 
Admiral Mathews, who failed from Spirhead on tlie 16th of 
April, with the Namur, Caroline, Ruſſel, and Norfolk. This 
admiral was alſo inveſted with the character of miniſter-pleni- 
potentiary to the king of Sardinia and the ſtates of Italy. As 
ſoon as he had aſſumed the eommand, being informed that five 
Spaniſh gallies lay at anchor in the bay of St. Tropez, he or- 
dered Captain Norris to attack and deſtroy thema; which ſervice 
was immediately and effectually performed. The united fleet 
of France and Spain was at this time in the harbour of Toulon: 
it conſiſted of thirty-ſix ſhips of the line. The Britiſh fleet, 
being joined by Rear-admiral Rowley, was ſomewhat fuperior 
in number of ſhips. Mr. Mathews's inſtructions were to block 
up the Toulon fleet, and by cruizing on the coaſt to prevent 
any ſupplies being ſent to the army in Provence. For this pur- 

| Poſe; on the 2d of June, he ſtationed. his two rear-admirals, 
Leeſtock and Rowley, with twenty-four ſhips, off the iflands 
of Hieres, with orders to cruize for fix weeks. Whilſt Ma- 
thews continued at Villa Franca, a French man of war, paſſing 
by that port, in ſight of the fleet, neglected to pay a proper 
compliment to the Britiſh flag. The admiral 288 a 8 "as 4 
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fignal for her to bring to. The Frenchman continued obſtinate. A. D. 
Upon which Mr. Mathews ordered one of his ſhips to purſue 1742. 
and fink him; which was immediately executed by the firſt 
broad-fide. . Meanwhile-a part of the Britiſh fleet o, cruizing 5 

on the coaſt of Catalonia, bombarded the towns of Mataro and. 
Palamos, in both which they deſtroyed many houſes and many 

of their inhabitants. What had theſe wretched inhabitants done | 


bo offend the king of England? But ſuch are the laws of war! 


If Chriſtian princes believed in the religion they profeſs, ſurely 
they would not wantonly involve their innocent ſubjects in fuch 


calamities. But, if they muſt needs quarrel and fight, it were 


devoutly to be wiſhed, that, by ſome general law of nations, the 
inoffenſive part of their Is wicht 1 fecured from 1 
and devaſtation. 

In the beginning. of hogett, Admin: Mathiins W 
Commodore Martin with a ſquadron to the bay of Naples, with 


orders to compel his Sicttian majeſty to recal his troops from 


the Spaniſh army in Italy. The Neapolitans were thrown into 


the utmoſt conſternation at the appearance of an Engliſh fleet ; : 


expecting every moment a more dreadful thunder than that of 
Veſuvius. The king, however, to ſave his capital, ſigned a 


paper delivered to him by Mr. Martin, by which he engaged 


immediately to recal his troops, and to obſerve a ſtrict neutra- 
lity during the war. Having performed this ſervice, the com- 


modore rejoined the admiral in the road of Hieres, which was 
now the general rendezvous of the Britiſh fleet. Towards the 

| end of Auguſt Mr. Mathews, being informed that the Spaniards 
| had collected a conſiderable magazine at St. Remo, in the Ge- 


noeſe territories, cauſed a party of failors to be landed near that 


| town in order to deſtroy it; and they executed their comniiflion 


without any danger or difficulty. He likewiſe ſent two ſhips 
with orders to take or deſtroy a Spaniſh: man of war of the 


| line, which lay at anchor at Ajaccio in the ifland of Corſica z ; 


but the Spaniard ſaved them the trouble, by firſt e his men 


on ſhore and then blowing up the ſhip. 


Let us now take a temporary leave of 3 in Erler to 


review the Britiſh fleet and army in the Weſt-Indies. We are 
10 recolleQ, that, after the” retreat from Corthagrins the troops 


2 8 85 vol. ii. 1185. | 
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A. D. cadet General Wentworth returned to Jamaica, and Adrmira 
1742. Vernon with his ſquadron continued cruizing off Hiſpaniola in 
expectation of a reinforcement from England. But nqt meeting 

with the convoy, he returhed to Jamaica on the 5th of January, 
where, on the.15th, arrived alſo the Greenwich, St. Alban $, 
and the Fox, with the expected reinforcement from England of 
2000 marines. The principal officers, both of the army and 
navy, ruminating, with regret, .on their two laſt unſucceſsful 
expeditions, were unanimouſly of opinion, that they could not; 
with any degree of credit, return to England without ſome far. 
ther attempt againſt the enemy. General countils of war were 
frequently held, and it was at laſt determined to lahd- at Porto- 

Bello, march acroſs the iſthmus of Darien, and taken the rich 

town of Panama. But, though this reſolution was taken early 

in January, it was upwards of two months before the troops 
and tranſports were ready for embarkation. However, they 
embarked at laſt, and the whole fleet came to an anchor in the 
harbour of Porto-Bello in the evening of-the 28th of March, 
This fleet confiſted of eight ſajl of the line, three fire-ſhips, 
and two hoſpital ſhips, with forty tranſports, on board of which 

' were 3000 land-forces, and 500 negroes raiſed by Governor 

i Trelawney, who himſelf attended the expedition, As ſoon as 
the fleet came to. an anchor, the governor of Porto-Bello 

| marched directly to Panama with three companies of Spaniards 
and two companies of Mulattoes. There being nothing to op- 
poſe the landing of the troops, the admiral imagined that they 
would proceed without delay; but, to his great ſurpriſe, a 5 8 
council of the land-officers ? reſolved that the ſcheme was im- 

_ practicable, and that it was therefore neceffary to return to Ja- 
maica. The reaſons afligned for this reſolution were, the ſea- 
ſon being too far advanced; theit numbers being diminifhed by 
| ſickneſs and the ſeparation of ſome of the tranſports, and their 
having received intelligente that the garriſon of Panama had 
been lately reinforced. Theſe reaſons did not appear quite fa 
tisfactory to Mr. Vernon; nevertheleſs, as, in their general 
cquncils of war, there was a majority of land-officers, his op 
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pion K no importance. That their number was e H. D. 
WS .-luccd is moſt certain; but there remained yet 2000 effective 1742+ | 
nen; an army more than ſufficient, under a general of ſpirit 
ind abilities, to have ſecured the treaſure of Panama. Nothing 

can be more contemptible than this prudent timidity, when we 
conſider that the attempt might have been made without the 
Wc riſk, as there was no army in the whole country capable 

3 of meeting. them in the field, and conſequently, in alle of a 

5 repulſe, they might have returned without the leaſt danger of | 

» peing haraſſed in their retreat. Poſlibly theſe land-ofhicers would 
ase had more reſolution in a colder climate. The animal mer- 

. cury in the human barometer ſeems to fall in proportion to its 


rich 5 approximation to the ſun. Be this as it may, the whole fleet 
arly led from Porto-Bello in the beginning of April, and arrived 
2OPs 5 at Jamaica on the 15th of May. On the 23d of September 
they e Gibraltar man of war arrived at Port-Royal in that iſland, 


ech a letter from the duke of Newcaſtle, ordering, Vice-admiral 

EV croon and General Wentworth to return immediately to Eng- 

5 land, and they returned accordingly. | 

WW Thus ended this vaſt enterpriſe againſt the Spaniſh ſettlements „ 
America! in which enormous ſums were expended, and ten 


n 2s AS houſand lives ſacrificed, without the leaſt benefit to the nation, 
Zello r glory to the commanders. To inquire into the cauſe, or 


5 rauſes, of ſuch a ſeries of diſappointments cannot, at this di- 

> ſtance of time, be attributed to partiality or malevolence ; and 
Wo neglect ſuch inquiry were to fruſtrate the only rational de- 
1 gn of hiſtory. The death of Lord Cathcart was the firſk 


ſe, a 

im- WWnisfortune, and probably the foundation of all that followed: 
o Ja. bough this could neither be foreſeen nor prevented, yet it may 
: ſea- each future miniſters of ſtate, that it is not ſufficient to attend 


olely to the abilities of the commander in chief; the ſecond, | 

: and even the third in command, ſhould alſo be men equal to 

be command of an army. That General Wentworth wanted 

hat determined intrepid alacrity ſo neceſſary in the execution 

f ſuch enterprizes is ſelf-evident... As to Vernon, he certainly 3 
ad not want reſolution, but it is pretty certain that his contempt 255 
r Wentworth prevented him from acting ſo cordially and vi- 

Eg Woroully as he ought to have done. He wiſhed to have had the 


ſole direction of every operations and I muſt do him the juſtice | _ 
Yoke IV. ES. oy : F ED 8 to | 
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A. D. to believe, that, if that had been the caſe, he would general 
1743. have ſucceeded. | 


I muſt now recal the reader's attention to Mr. Anfon, Whom 
ve left in the Pacific Ocean, cruizing on the coaſt of Mexicos 


in honrly expedtation of falling in with the annual Spaniſh gil. 


leon in her paſſage from Manilla to Acapuleo. In theſe hopes 


he was diſappointed; for he was informed by three negroes, 
whom he furpriſed in a canoe off the harbour of Acapulco, 
that the galleon arrived on the gth of January, about twenty 


days before the ſquadron fell in witl the coaſt. But he had 
the ſatis faction to learn alſo, that her return was fixed for the 


3d of March. This information was joy full ly received, as the 


ſpecie for which ſhe had fold her cargo would render her 2 


much more valuable prize chan the Young have been before her 
arrival at Acapulco. | 


All hands were now e employed i in preparing for the reception 


of the galleon, not doubting but this immenſe reward of their 


former ſufferings would ſoon be in their poſſeſſion; for though 
the crews of the five ſhips amounted in all to no more than 
339, boys included, and the hands on board the galleon were 


generally almoſt double that number; yet there was not a per- 
fon on board the ſquadron, who had any other doubt, or fear, 
than that of her not ſailing at the time appointed. Mr. An. 
Jon's fleet conſiſted of the Centurion, the Glouceſter, the Car- 
melo, tlie Carmin, the Tryab's prize, and two cutters. With 
theſe five ſhips he formed a chain, commanding an extent of 
about twenty leagues, at ſuch a diftance from the harbour of 


Acapulco as not to be feen from the ſhore, and Tent the tuo 


cutters every night nearer the ſhore, with orders to ſtand of i 


again at the approach of day. In this difpofition they expected 


the appointed day with the utmoſt impatience. The Important 


day dawned at laſt, and every eye in the fleet gazed perpetually 
towards the land. The fun funk beneath the horizon, and no 


hip appeared. Another day paffed, and then a third, in fruit 
leſs expectation. In ſhort, after waiting to no purpofe till the 


23d, the commodore rationally concluded, that the galleon was 
detained till the year following; z and this was en e eat, in 


* Anſon's voyage, P. 33. 


conſequence 
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onſequence of his "Os having been ſcen by the enemy when A. D. 


5 


- ſhe was ſent to diſcover the harbour of Acapulco. 1 743. 
dom Having now remained on this ſtation as long as his ſtores of 
col, ; wood and water would allow, Mr. Anſon thought it expedient 
gal- ; to prepare for his voyage to China, and it being determined to 
opes F ecruit his ores at Chequetan, about thirty leagues weſt. of 
roes, Acapulco, he ſteered directly for that harbour, where he arri- 
ulco, red on the 7th of April. The firſt buſineſs here, after a vain 
enty Nettempt to open an intercourſe with the natives, was to unload . 
bad and deſtroy the Carmelo, the Carmin, and the Tryab's prize, 
tha : in order to ſtrengthen. the crews of the men of war, ſo as to 
$ the enable them to undertake, with any degree of ſafety, the voy- 


5 age acroſs the Pacific Ocean. The buſineſs of watering, Sc. 
5 being now finiſhed, the Centurion and the Glouceſter weighed 
Wznchor on the 28th of April, and proceeded on their voyage to 


ICT 3 
e her 


tion China. They loſt fight of the American mountains on the 8th 
their of May. After contending with repeated gales of contrary 
ough vinds, the Glouceſter, having loſt moſt of her maſts, became 


than 
were 


- ſo leaky that, on the 15th of Auguſt, it was found impoſſible 


f removed to the Centurion, and the Glouceſter was ſet on fire. 


a per- Wi 

- fear, On the 28th the Centurion arrived at Tinian, ane of the La- 
„An- cdrone iſlands, in latitude 1 Je north, and 115% weſt of Acapul- 
Car- o. At this time, ſo many of their people had periſhed, or 


With 
ent of 
Jur of 


Wore gk of the ſcurvy, that nat quite a hundred men remain- 
e fit for duty, The number of the ſick amgunted to 128, 
wvoſt of which recovered ſoon after landing on this fertile, 


e tuo healthy, and beautiful iſland, Here they remained till the 21ſt 
nd of of October, on which day, the crew being now in good health, 
vetted che Centurion ſtoad aus to fea, ſteering directly for the ifland 
ortant of Macoa, a Portugueſe ſettlement near the mouth of the river 
tually Canton in China. She made the lang,on the 5th of Novem- 
nd no ber, and came to an anchor an the. 1 2th, in the road near the 
fruit - city of Macoa, . Ep Ya, : 
ill the After many ks delays 4 Aifficulties, Mr. A 42 
on was last obtained permiſſion from the Chineſe government to repair 


Inis hip, and repleniſh his ſtore of proviſions This buſineſs 
3 at length effected to his ſatisfaction, he put to ſea on the 
90h of April 17435 and, though he had * out that he was 

- F . 1 5 bound 1 


ale, in 


Hs 


o keep her any longer above water. The crew was theyefore - 
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5 D. bohnd [I Batavia, be had reſolved once more to try to inter, 
1743- cept the Acapulco ſhip in her paſſage to Manilla. With this in- 


tention he returned to the Philippine Iſlands, and cruized off 
Cape Eſpiritu Santo on the ifland of Samuel, that being the firſt 
land generally made by the galleons. He continued cruizing 
on this ſtation till the 2oth'of June, when, early in the morn- 
ing, to the inexpreflible joy of the whole crew, they diſcovered 


the long-expetted galleon. The engagement ſoon began, and 


continued about two hours; after which the Spaniard ſtruck, 
Having fixty-feven men killed and eighty-four wounded. The 


| Centurion had only two killed and ſeventeen wounded, who all 


* recovered except one man. "The treaſure on board this galleon 
* confiſted of 1,313,843 pieces of eight, and 3 5,682 ounces of 
Virgin ver, beſides ſome cochineal and other merchandiſe 


: amounting in the whole to 3 13,000 l. ſterling. © 


The commodore being now in poſſeſſion of the wid of his 
toil, dangers, perſeverance and reſolution, with a crew on board 


v hoſe felicity cannot be eaſily imagined, returned to the river 


of Canton, where he came to an anchor on the 14th of July. 
is fole intention being to lay in the ſtores. neceſſary for his 


voyage to England, he applied immediately to the Chineſe go- 


vernment for leave to victual his ſhip; but ſuch is the ſuſpicious 
- folly and abſurd policy of that people, that after five months 


52 delay he was at laſt obliged to inſiſt on an audience of the vice⸗ 


roy of Canton, before he could be ſupplied. Immediately after 
this audience his ſtores were ſent on board, and on the 7th of 
December the Centurion and her prize unmoored and fell down 
the river. On the 12th they anchored before the town of 
Macoa, where Mr. Anſon ſold the Spaniſh galleon for 6000 
dollars, and on the 1 5th proceeded on his voyage. He arrived 
at the Cape of Good Hope on the 11th of March, and failing 
from thence on the 3d of April, came to an anchor at So 


on the 15th of June 1944 Petty. 


H aving thus brought the fortunate Centurion ſafe to England 
let us inquire into the exploits of our fleet in the. Weſt Indies, 
When Admiral Vernon returned home, the command of the 
fleet devolved on Sir Chaloner Ogle, who i in the month of Fe. 
bruary detached Captain Knowles with eight men of war, he. 
Ving 35 land forces on board, , with orders to Wake an attack 

on 
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18th about noon, and continued firing upon the town till night, 
without any other effect than that of deſtroying ſome houſes 
and churches. His ſhips were ſo ſhattered that he was obliged 
to deſiſt, and to ſail for Curacoa in order to refit. It was ſaid 


led. and three times that number wounded.” 


to return without a farther attempt to'reviye the faded laurels of 
his country, His ſhips being repaired*, he reſolved to make 


into the harbour was ſecured by ſunken veſſels, and command- 


before the 15th of April. It was reſolved to ſend in two men 


of war to cannonade the batteries, and the Lively and Eltham 


of war to make a general attack upon the caſtle and batteries 


| 7 London Gazette, 3 e mi. Jon Ie» 5 


ed by ſeveral faſcine batteries. The ſquadron ſailed from Cura< 
coa on the 20th of March, but did not arrive off Porto Cavallo 


at the ſame time: accordingly, on the 24th this general attack 
was begun by ſeven men of war; the Aſſiſtance, Burford, Suf. 
folk and Norwich battered the caſtle ; and the Scarborough, Ie 
Lively and Eltham fired upon the faſcine batteries. The cannon- . 
zding continued with ah fury till nine at night, at which time 


that the Spaniards loſt 700 men on this occaſion; it is however 
certain that the Engliſh ſquadron had near a hundred men kil- 


Mr. Knowles having miſcarried i in this attack, was uniting 


an attack upon Porto Cavallo. The Spaniards were apprized 
of his deſign, and had taken effectual meaſures for their de- 

fence. The garriſon, conſiſting of ſailors, Indians, Mulattoes 
and Blacks, amounted to about 2000 men; and the entrance 


being immediately ordered upon this ſervice, ſilenced the guns 
of the enemy before night. As ſoon as it was dark, the firing 
on both ſides having ceaſed, Major Lucas with 1200 men, ſail- 

ors and ſoldiers, landed. on the beach, and, marching along 
thore, took poſſeſſion of one of the faſcine batteries. The Spa- 
niards being now alarmed, two guns were fired from another 
battery upon the affailants, which throw:ng them into confu- 
fon, they began to fire upon each other, and with great preci- 
pitation retired to their ſhips. The Britiſh ſpirit being not yet 
quite ſubdued by this miſcarriage, it was reſolved in a council 


— 


| the 
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en the town of La Guira on the coaſt of Caraccas. Mr. A. D. 
Knowles accordingly proceeded=;. he began his attack on the 1743. 
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FE commodore made a ſignal to cut. It was indeed high time, 
for he had ndw loſt 200 men, and moſt of his ſhips had ſuf. 
tained conſiderable damage. His diſgrace being now complete, 


Commodore Knowles made the beſt of his way. to Jamaica, 
where he remained inactive during the remainder of the year. 


Such were the atchievements of the Britiſh navy in the Weſt. 


Indies during the year 1743. We were indeed peculiarly un- 
ſucceſsful in that part of the world, every attempt againſt 
the enemy, ſince the taking of Porto-Bello, having miſcarried. 
Our commanders probably were not deficient in point of per- 


| ſonal courage; but perſonal courage without abilities is fre- 


: ' quently productive of diſappointment and diſgrace. In the Me. 


diterranean the fleet under the command of Admiral Mathews 


continued {till on its ſtation at Hieres, without performing any 
e ſervice, except preventing the French and Spaniſh Ueets 


from failing out of the harbour of Toulon. „ 
The Spaniards in the courſe of this year took 262 Britiſh 


prizes, valued at 567, ooo 1. ſterling; and we took from them 


146 ſhips, worth about 7 54,000 J. ROME: the IM Sip 
taken by Mr. Anſon. _ 


'The naval promotions in "ile year were theſe : Sir He | 


e made admiral of the red; John Balchen, Eſq; admiral 
of the white; Thomas Mathews; Eſq; vice-admiral of the red; 
Nicholas Haddock, Eſq; vice-admiral of the white; Sin Cha- 
loner Ogle, vice-admiral of the blue; James Steuart, Eſa; rear- 


admiral of the red; Richard Leſtock, Efq; rear- admiral of the 


1744. 


white; Sir Charles Hardy, rear-admiral of the blue. og 
Though, in the preceding year, the French army v was defeats 


ed by the king of Great-Britain in perſon z though the French 


and Spanith fleets were united in the Mediterranean, yet be⸗ 


tween. England and France there was no wart. However, in 
the beginning of the year 1744, both nations threw off the : 


maſk. The diſſentions in the Britith parliament at this time ran 
high, and the people in general were diſcontented. The Popiſh 
emiſſaries and Jacobites, in different parts of the kingdom, per- 
ſuaded the French miniſtry, that a revolution in favour of the 


Pretender might cally be e and Cardinal Tencin gave 


c Smollet's hiſtory, yol, vil. p. *. 
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ear to their project, fully perſuaded that the attempt would, at A D. 
leaſt, cauſe a conſiderable diverſion from the continent. Charles, 1744 
the ſecond fon of the Chevalier de St. George, was accordingly 
invited to Paris, where he arrived fome time in the month of 

W January. In the ſame month a fleet of twenty French men of 
Voar ſailed up the Engliſh channel, and 7000 men were actually 
embarked at Dunkirk with a deſign to invade England. Theſe 
proceedings being immediately known in this kingdom, Sir John Y 
Norris was ordered to take the command of the fleet at Spit- 
head, which being joined by ſeveral ſhips from Chatham, be- 
tame ſuperior to that of France. At the ſame time proper 
meaſures were taken for defending the coaſt in caſe of an ma- 
don. The fleets of the two nations came within ſight of each | 


y. 2 other; but the French admiral, conſcious of his inferiorf — 
ts WE thought fit to decline an engagement, and taking the advantage 
of a hard gale of wind, returned to the port from whence he 5 

ſh failed. Thus ended this famous invaſion, which was intended © * 

m to reſtore the unfortunate family of Steuart to the throne of 

ip WH their anceſtors, and the young adventurer was obliged to poſt- 

pone the e of his e "of to a more ee 8 2 FE” 

hn rerum 9 

ral RS TI muſt, now ebnet the read to the unden, debe exhibits 

ed; ed during the whole war: a ſcene which for magnificence and 

ha- importance hath rarely been equalled in any age, on any fea. 

ar- : Seventy-four men of war in the Mediterranean, all in view, ax 

the the fame time preparing to pour out their thunder, deſtructive 

5 of the human ſpecies, and deciſive of the fate of nations! The 
eats great, the anxious expectation raiſed by ſuch a proſpect may 
nch de eafily imagined; but the vaſt machinery was too ſtupendous 

be- for human management, and the heroic virtue of former bis % 
, in was wanting to produce a glorious cataſtrophe. 

the 


The French and Spaniſh fleets, in the harbour of Toulon, 

ran onſiſted of twenty-eight ſail of the line, and fix frigates; that 

; of England of twenty=eight ſhips of the lines ten frigates and two 

| fire-ſhips, all moored in the bay of Hieres. The number of 

the guns in the conjunct fleet was 1820, and of men 16,500; the 
uns on board the Britiſh fleet were 2490, and the number of 

nen 15,000. But the number of ſhips of the line was equal, | 

\ ear WY 0b theſe were ; equally manned. n on a comparative 


view | 
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- A. D. view of the whole force of each ſquadron, there was aty evi 
1744. dent ſuperiority in favour of the Engliſh, in juſtice to whom we 


mult nevertheleſs remember, that, having been long at ſea, 


their ſhips were foul, whilſt thoſe of the m_ were clean, and 


in fine failing condition 15 vom 


- The courts of France and 3 no — able to e 
the diſgrace of having. their fleets blocked up in the harbour of 


Toulon, ſent poſitive orders for them to proceed to ſea at all 
events. On the 8th of February they were perceived to be-un- 
der ſail, the French admiral, De Court, having hoiſted his flag 


on board the Terrible. Admiral Mathews immediately made a 
ſignal for unmooring, and the Britiſh fleet got under way on 
the gth, with all poſfible expedition u. During this and the fol- 
lowing day, theſe two tremendous fleets continued manœuvring 


in ſight of each other, apparently endeavouring, like two land 
armies, to gain the advantage of ſituation. It was very evident 
that the French admiral had no great incligation to fight, and 
his ſhips ſailed ſo well that he might eaſily have eſcaped 3 but 


the Spaniards, either from want of {kill or want of hands, pro- 
ceeded ſo tardily, that it was impoſſible to bring them off. 
On the 11th, at break of day, the two fleets were at a great- 


er diſtance than on the preceding day, and Admiral Mathews 

had the mortification to find Mr. Leſtockꝰ's diviſion 'conftderably 
aſtern. He now imagined that De Court's intention was to 
draw him towards the Streights, in expectation of a reinforce- 
ment from Breſt; he therefore determined to engage the enemy 


as ſoon as poſlible, notwithſtanding the irregularity of his line, 
his van and rear being at too great a diſtance from the centre, 


| Accordingly, at half paſt eleven, Admiral Mathews made the 


ſignal to engage; which ſignal Leſtock did not think proper to 


repeat. Indeed he was, at this time, ſo far aſtern, that he had 
no enemy to engage. Admiral Mathews, with the centre of 
the Engliſh, was oppoſils tothe enemy's rear, conſiſting of the 

Spaniſh ſquadron and Name Rowley, who commanded 


the van, was abreaſt of the enemy's. centre. Thus were the 
two fleets ſituated when Admiral Mathews hoiſted the ſignal for 


engaging, Himſelf in the Namur, and Captain Cornwall in the 
Marlborough, bore doyn upon the Spaniſh admiral and; the. 


u Sec the Appendix, No 3. 
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js 95 iſabella; and began the attack about ha f paſt one o'clock. At A. D. 

e te fame time Captain Forbes i in the Norfolk engaged the Con- 1744. 

„ - ſtant, and the Princeſſa, Somerſet, Bedford, Dragon and King- 

d RW fon fired at the Poder. About two o clock, Rear-admiral a 
| 2 Rowley in the Barſleur, and Captain Oſborne in the Caroline, 

rt - came up with the French admiral and the Ferme, and engaged 

os them ſome time. 'The brave Captain Cornwall loſt both his legs 

Ul . by one ſhot, and was afterwards killed . by the fall of a maſt 

n 5 | which was ſhot by the board. The Norfolk obliged the Con- 

ag + ſtant to quit the line. Meanwhile the Princeſſa and Somerſet : 

a Vere difabled by the Poder; but ſhe being afterwards engaged 

2N 5 by Captain Hawke, in (hs Berwick, | was diſmaſted and obliged Te 

15 > to ſtrike. | 

ng Tunis irregular ond FO conflict continued till aight; when 

nd WY the French admiral, having collected his ſcattered fleet, bore 

nt away. The Britiſh fleet purſued them all the next day; but on 

nd che 13th, though they were yet in ſight, Admiral Mathews; be- 

ut = ing apprehenſive that they interided to decoy him from the coaſt 

04 of Italy, made a ſignal to diſcontinue the chace. The French 

aue dron put into Alicant on the 16th, and the Spaniards into 

ats . Carthagena on the day following. The Britiſh fleet, having : 

ws ſpent ſome days, to no purpoſe, in looking out for the enemys 

diy AS and afterwards in vainly attempting to regain their former ſta» 

to tion off Toulon, were at length obliged, by contrary winds, to 

ce- 2 bear away for the iſland of Minorca. * 

my RS Thus ended, chiefly i in ſmoke, this memorable battle, which 

ne, feemed to threaten a moſt tremendous conflict, and which, from 

re, the ſuperiority of the Britiſh fleet, ought to have annihilated 

the 2 the naval power of France and Spain. How it happened that 

o ſo many of our captains Were on that day fa ſcinated, I know 

had not; it is however very certain, that few of them were fairly | 

of engaged. Admiral Mathews was ſo diflatisfied with Leſtock's 155 

the conduct, that he ſuſpended him from his command and ſent him 

ded o England. That Leſtock did not fight is moſt certain. He 

the 3 Jaid in his defence, that he could not have engaged without 

for breaking the line, which he was not authoriſed to do, becauſe, 5 

the F hough the ſignal for engaging was made, yet that for the line - 

the of battle was ſtill abroad. That Mathews might be guilty of 

aattention in this particular without any impeachment of bis 

nt, Vor. V 6 Ge abilities 


A. D. abilities as a naval commander, may ſurely be admitted, when we 
a 744. confider him bearing down upon the enemy and preparing to 


tune originated in a continued miſunderſtanding, between Ma. 


but too ſucceſsful; for, by the ſentence of a court-martial in 
England, Admiral Mathews was difmiſſed, and rendered inca. 
pable of ſerving the king; Leſtock was honourably acquitted, 
The people of England were however of a very different opi- 
mion from the court, and poſterity will do juſtice to both com- 
manders. Mathews was doubtleſs a brave and an honeſt man; 


really a coward, cannot be poſitively determined; but if he was 
propriety or impropriety of orders. The laſt order, or ſignal, 


apparent ſmpropriety orabſurdity. Every individual in a fleet 


ed, was a pitiful excufe for not fighting. Leſtock evidently 


| were not equivocal. Mathews might want head : Leftock cer- 


avophe to have been thot. By what extraordinary evidhats;'@ 


Hut their ſentence muſt for ever remain a blatt in the a 
this country. 


Forbes, Ofborne and Hawke. Few of the reſt were much en- 
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engage; but it was an excuſe for declining an attack which an 
honeſt and brave man would never have pleaded. The misfor- 


thews and Leſtock; the latter of whom ſacrificed his own repu- 
tation to the hope of ruining the former. In that hope he wa 


Leſtock was an artful, vindictive diſciplinarian. Whether he was 


not deficient m courage, he apparently wanted both honour and 
honeſty. As ſecond in command, he had no buſineſs with the 


like a laſt will and teſtament, fuperſedes all the preceding ſig- 
nals, and ought to be immediately obeyed, regardleſs of any 


lh. Aa af > td id it. a wm r . a a od 9 


or army, except the commander in chief, is a mere machine; 
whoſe buſineſs it is to execute, not to reafon. The ſignal for the 
line of battle being abroad, when that for engaging was hoiſt- 


faw, that the enemy was in our power, and though the admi- 
ral's fignals might ſeem ſomewhat inconſiſtent, his intentions 


ainly wanted heart. The one might deferve cenſure; the other 
other inſtigation, the members of the courts-martial who deter- 


mined the fate of theſe admirals, were influenced, I know not; 


The few "naval 8 who! Aiinguithed 1 in 
this ſkirmiſh (for it hardly deſerves the name of a battle) were, 
the Admirals Mathews and Rowley, the Captains Cornwall 


gaged. The Dpaniards loſt but one ſhip; the Poder, and about 
| | 2 


5 


> | oy KING GEORGE I. 1 

| tookihd. men kilted and wounded- The Britifh fleet loſt a u A. D. 

bre-ſhip, and in killed and wounded about four hundred. 1744. 
Notwithſtanding this naval engagement in the Mediterranean 

ich the combined fleets of France and Spain, there was yet no 

( declaration of war between Great Britain and France. This 

ceremony, however, was at laſt performed. On the 20th of 

March, war was declared at Paris, and on the 31ſt of the fame 

month, at London. The navy of France conſiſted, at this time, 

of forty-five ſhips of the line, faxty-ſeven frigates and fifty-five 


ted, gallies: that of England of ninety ſhips of the line, eighty-four 
opi- WT frigates and fifty other veſſels; in all two hundred and twenty» 


WS four ſhips of war. On the 23d of June whe following promo- 5 
ions were made 1 in the navy : Nicholas Haddock, Eſq; and Sir 

Wy Chaloner Ogle, appointed admirals of the blue; James Stuart, 

aq: and Sir Charles Hardy, vice-admirals of the red; Thomas 


an 5 Davers, Eſq; and the honourable George Clinton, vice-admirals 

the of the white; William Rowley and William Martin, Edgrs. 
onal Z vice-admirals of the blue; Iſaac Townſend, Eſq; rear-admiral 8 
; fo. of the red; Henry Medley, Eſq; rear-admiral of the white * 
* any Wy George Anſon, Eſq; rear-admiral of the blue. | 

gen The firit fleet which failed from England after the 3 ; 
ine; AY £192 of war with France, was commanded by Sir Charles Har- 
- the 4; it confiſted of eleven ſhips of the line. He failed from 
Joi. St. Helen's on the 18th of April, with a number of ſtore-thips 33 
ently under his convoy for the relief of the Mediterranean fleet, 
. : | which was in great want of ſtores and proviſions. Having pug 
tions . into the port of Liſpon, and being there detained by contrary 5 
- cer- winds, the French miniftry, acquainted with his deſtination, 
other WY ſent immediate orders for the Breſt ſquadron, of fourteen ſail 
e, or (a of the line, to block him up. This ſervice was elfectually] per- 5 
leters . formed, and Sir Charles remained in the Tagus. . . 
not; ; On the 6th of July the Britiſh navy was reinforced by the ar- . 
als of rival of twenty Dutch men of war at Portſmouth, under the 

Command of Admiral Bachereſt. On the 15th they were join- 
ves in ed by n Balchen: with fourteen ſail of the line*, This 
were, | united 
nwall, 8 Birte Di VISION sc Jon BaLcHeN WY . 
ih en- | Tapes Court, 70 guns, 1 Victory. | 110 > gong 
| Auguſta, _ os mo Princels * 5 


 Capidim, | 1 


10 


A. D. united fleet ſailed from Spithead on the 5th of Auguſt, to the 
1744- relief of Sir Charles Hardy, and on the gth of September came 


fleet, which immediately proceeded to Gibraltar, and, having 


| Septe ber, and, on the zd of October, his whole flect was 
fiderably, particularly the Exeter and the Duke, the firſt of 


ſity of throwing twelve of her-guns overboard ; and the latter 
| had all her fails torn to pieces, and ten feet water in her hold. 
The whole fleet, however, except the admiral, arrived at St. 
Helen's on the 1oth of October. The Victory was ſeparated 
from the reſt of the fleet on the Ath, after which ſhe was never 
ſeen or heard of more. It is generally ſuppoſed that ſhe ſtruck 
upon a ridge of rocks, called the Caſkets, near Alderney, 2 
repeated ſignals of diſtreſs were heard by the inhabitants of that 


5 many of whom were of families of diſtin&tion. 


| Vice-admiral Max TIN. Vice-admiral STE VART. 
| Falkland, | 50 guns, . Sondothad,: 8 guns, 
, Mensen. % 
. St. George, „ : Duke, 18 80 


* 
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to an anchor off the rock of Liſbon. The French. admiral, 
having had previous intelligence of Balchen's approach, quitted 
his ſtation. ' Sir Charles Hardy, with his convoy, joined the 


OY 


reinforced the garrifon, returned in ſearch of the Breſt ſqus- 
dron. But Mr. Rochambault, the French admiral, was, by this 
time, ſafe in the harbour of Cadiz. Sir John Balchen entered 
the bay of Biſcay, in his return to England, on the Zoth of 


diſperſed by a violent ſtorm. Seyeral of the ſhips ſuffered con- 


which loſt her main and mizen maſts, and was under the neceſ- 


iſland; but it blew ſo violently that it was impoſſible to give 
her any aſſiſtance. Thus periſhed. the fineſt firſt-rate man of 
war in the world, one of the beſt admirals in the Britiſh ſer- 
vice, 1100 failors, and a conſiderable number of voluntecry 


Having now concluded the naval tranſactions in Europe * 
ring the year 1744, we direct our inquiries towards America, 


IF. * l 


, , 2 60 a Prince Frederick, 6 
| | | Princeſs Marys: os OS, 
Doren nne x 


Haerlem, 1,095 MP 1 Edam, 54 
Dordrecht, 54 | Aſſendelft, 1 
Damiata, 64 F 


Leeuwenborſt, 54 I o frigates. 
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5 where we left Sir Chaloner Ogle with the Britiſh fleet in the A. D. 
5 harbour of Port-Royal in Jamaica, and Admiral de Torres, 1744. 


with that of Spain, at the Havanna. In theſe reſpective ſitua- 


2 tions they both remained, not otherwiſe employed than in ſend- 


ing out cruizers to interrupt the trade of each nation; till, on 


me 4th of November, de Torres, with five men of war and 


as many galleons, richly laden; ſailed for Europe, and arrived 
ſafe at Corunna on the 29th of December. Theſe galleong 


3 brought a treaſure. of fifteen millions of piaſtres. 


During this year the navy of England ſuſtained ſome RY 
I have before mentioned the fate of the unfor- 
tunate Victory. On the qth of June the Northumberland, a 


. new ſhip of 70 guns and 480 men, commanded by Captain : 


Watſon, cruizing in the channel, fell in with three French men 


5 of war, viz. the Mars of 68 guns and 580 men, commanded ket; 
BW by Monſ. de Perrier; the Conſtant of 60 guns and 480 men, 


commanded by Monſ. Conflans; and the Venus of 26 guns 


=] and 259 men, commanded by Monſ. de'Dacher. The North- 


umberland ſuſtained- this very unequal conflict for three hours, 
with amazing activity and reſolution; till, unfortunately, Captain 
Watſon was mortally wounded : ſhe then ſtruck her colours by 
order of the maſter, who was therefore afterwards ſentenced by 
a court-martial, to ſpend the remainder of his life in the Mar- 
ſhalſea priſon. The French ſhips loſt 130 men in the engage- - 
ment, and their rigging was ſo ſhattered, that they intended to 

ſheer off as ſoon as it was dark. They carried the Northum- 
berland in great triumph into Breſt, where Captain Watſon 
died. The Seaford, Captain Pie, the Solebay, Captain Bury, 
both of 20 guns, and the Grampus ſloop, were likewiſe taken 


by part of the Breſt ſquadron in the courſe of this year. 


Betore I conclude the naval hiſtory of the year 1744, it is 
neceſſary to turn our eyes, for a moment, towards the Eaſt- 
Indies. In conſequence of an application to the lords of the ad- 
miralty, from the Eaſt-India company, Commodore Barnet, with 
tour men of war ?, failed from Portſmouth on the 5 of May, 


— 


; ts Bernet, 


60 guns, 
Medway, Captain Peyton, 0 - 
= Preſton, Lord Northeſk, 80 
Diamond, 


. r 


vd, 
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A. D. and, after his arrival in the Eaſt-Indies, took a French fifty. 
1744. gun ſhip, and three rich prizes. 
At the cloſe of this year it appeared, that, dne the com. 
mencement of the war, the Spanjards had taken 786 Britiſh 
veſſels, which were valued at 2, 5 1, ooo J.; and the Britifh 

1 effects, ſeized in Spain on the declaration of war, were eſtima, 
ö po ted at zo, oco l. On the other hand, the number of Spaniſh 
ö ſhips taken by our men of war and privateers amounted to 850, 
ſuppoſed to be worth 2,5 50,000]. To this if we add 2, 181, oool. 
the ſuppofed amount of the prizes taken, fortifications deſtroy. 
ed, c. by Admiral Vernon and Mr. Anſon, the loſs faſtaine 
by Spain will exceed that of Great Britain 1, 930, ooo l. By a 
fimilar eſtimate of the account with France, there appeared 
above half a million ſterling in our favour. | | 
Notwithſtanding . this balance, the reader han doubtleſ 
been diſappointed to find our naval hiſtory of 1744 fo unim. 
portant, and, in the only engagement of conſequence, ſo dil. 
graceful. The fatal difagreement between Mathews and Le. 
ſtock cannot be remembered without indignation; but the mi. 

- niftry, who knew their enmity, muſt have foreſeen, and were 
therefore anſwerable for the conſequence. That miniſtry was 

now changed. Lord Carteret refigned his place of ſecretary of 

ſtate to the earl of Harrington, and the duke of Bedford was 
appointed firſt lord of the admiralty. Orders were immediate. 

ly iſſued for every man of war in the ſeveral ports to be fitted 

for ſervice. Admiral Davers was feut ta protect Jamaica, the 
Mediterranean fleer was reinforced by Admiral Medley, and the 

| coaſt of Great Britain was Secured oy cruizers properly ſta- 
tioned. 
Meanwhile a 8 was formed, in the ola aMembly of 
Maſſachuſet in New-England, to ſurpriſe the city of Louifbourg, 

the capital of Cape Breton, and to drive the French entirely 

from that iſtand. The miniftry, being made ſenſible of the im- 
portance of the enterprize, ordered Commodore Warren to quit 

| his ſtation at the Leeward iflands, and join the American er- 
pedition. This armament was raiſed with ſo much ſecrecy and 
deſpatch, t that an army of 38 50 wan under the command 
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D of William Pepperel, Eſq; was ready to embark at Boſton, be- A. D. 
5 fore the French government were apprized of their intention, 1745. 


m. 5 They arrived at Canſo in Nova Scotia, under the convoy of ten 
il American privateers, on the 2d of April, and on the 25th were 
i joined by Commodore Warren in the Superbe of 60 guns, at- 
na. WS tended by the Lanceſton, the Eltham, and the Mermaid, of 


40 guns each. Canſo is within fight of Cape Breton, and yet 
WE the inhabitants of that iſland were hitherto totally ignorant of 
WE their danger, till, on the zoth of April, they beheld this hoſtile 


05. WW feet come to an anchor in Gabarus bay, about a league from 

ned 1 Louiſburg. The governor immediately ſent a detachment of a i 

7 2 WY hundred men to oppoſe the landing of the American troops; 

red 5 but the French were ſoon obliged to retire in confuſion, and 
me invaders diſembarked without the loſs of a ſingle man. 

les General Pepperel immediately inveſted Louiſbourg, whilſt Mr. 
um. Warren blocked up the harbour, convoyed ſeveral veſſels witngn 


ſtores and proviſions from Boſton, and intercepted a French 


Le. 5 man of war of 44 guns, and other ſhips intended to relieve the 
mi- city. Meanwhile he was joined by the Canterbury, the 8un- 


5 derland, and the Cheſter; the two firſt of fixty guns, and the 
8 laſt a fifty-gun ſhip, and on the 1 ith of June the Princeſs Mary, 5 
the Hector, and the Lark, were alſo added to his fleet. On 
we 15th of June Monſ. Chambon, the governor of Louiſbourg, 
WS ſent a flag of truce to the Britiſh camp, and the iſland of —_ 
Breton was ſurrendered to his Britannic majeſty. 

W lt is impoſſible to conſider, without aſtoniſhment, he rapid 


1 the ſucceſs of this handful of undiſciplined Northern Americans, 

; ſta. ga gainſt a city regularly fortified, with ſeveral very formidable 
batteries, and defended by twelve hundred regular troops, and 

Jy of - ſkilful engineers. But the activity and reſolution of the beſie- 

ourg, gers was ſuch, that {kill and diſcipline fled before them like chaff 

tircly before the wind. Can theſe Americans be a race of cowards? 

e im- Are theſe a people to be bullied into obedience ? Will the fee. 

> qui ble attempts of a General Wentworth in the Weſt-Indies bear 

n e: any compariſon with the conqueſt of Louiſbourg ? It was indeed 
y and a very important conqueſt, as it diſpoſſeſſed the French of the 


fiſhery on the banks of Newfoundland, and deprived. them of 
their only ſenport i in North-America- 


/ 


After 


g6 


A. D. After the departure of Commodore Warren for North- Ame 
I 145: rica, the Weſt-India iſlands were left in a great meaſure defence: 


of eight ſhips . He failed from Gibraltar on the 2d of Auguſt, 


joined by the Pembroke of 60 guns, and the Woolwich of zo. 


ſupplies from France: for though it be a maxim of honourable 
war, among Chriſtian princes, not to murder ſuch of each 


women and children as they can. Goſpel and FO Chriſt 
anity are very different religions. 


of forty ſail of French ſhips turning the ſouthern extremity of 


bother three men of war alſo eſcaped; but near thirty of the 
dther veſſels were either taken, burnt, funk, or drove on ſhore. 
The admiral likewife took A large privateer and three Dutcli 


: which he had the happineſs of completing the famine on that 
iſland ſo entirely, that many thoufand negroes and other inha- 


ditants periſhed of hunger. Exploits of this nature muſt afford 


dute nothing either to the glory or emolument of the ſtate? 
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leſs, Sir Chaloner Ogle having returned to England with fix 
men of war. For this reaſon Vice-admiral Townſend was order. 
ed from the Mediterranean to the Weſt:Indies, with a ſquadron 


and arrived of Martinico on the 3d of October, when he was 


Admiral Townſend having had information that the inHabitantz 
of Martinico were in great diſtreſs for proviſions; determined to 
remain upon this ſtation in order to prevent theit receiving any 


other's ſubjects as do not bear arms, it is nevertheleſs univer: 
ſally allowable to deſtroy by hunger as many peaceable men; 


On the 3 iſt of October Admiral Townſend a a fleet 


Martinico. It proved to be a fleet of merchantmen and ſtore: 
ſhips ſent to the relief of the French Weſt-India iſlands, under 
convoy of four men of war, commanded by Commodore 
Mc«Namarra ;z who, perceiving the ſuperiority of his enemy, 
ſaved himſelf by running under the guns of Fort-Royal.. The 


veſſels bound from St. Euſtatia to Martinico with proviſions, by 


infinite ſafigfaction on reflection; eſpecially when they contri- 


4 Viz. Lenox, 90 guns, Hampſhire, o guns, 
Dreadnought, 60 . 3 ayle, 2 L 
Worceſter, 60 EE Severn, 8 
| Kingſton, 60 | Gibraltar, 20 


Comet bomb. 
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tha mand of the ſquadron by Captain Peyton. This ſquadron con- 
Ford ſiſted of fix men of war d, which were now ſtationed at Fort 


vt, David. At Pondicherry the French had dn ſhips « of 


vis. Melua: 55 Gene Peyton, of 60 guns, 
\. Preſton, Lord Northeſk, 1 


Barnet, who died in the Eaſt-Indies, was ſucceeded in the com- 
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Cre: guch were our naval exploits in the Weſt-Indies in the year A. D. 
nc: 745, excluſive of ſome valuable prizes taken by our men of 1745+ 
1 fix ar and privateers; the moſt conſiderable of which were, the 
der. i Marquis d' Antin and the Lewis Eraſmus, worth 50,0001. ta- 
dron en by the Prince Frederic and the Duke privateers. In the 
ouſt, rourſe of this year the Britiſh navy ſuffered the loſs of one 
FR 5 ſloop only, which was taken and carried into Martinico; whilſt - 
50, the Britiſh cruizers, in that part of the world, made captures 
rants of five French and two Spaniſh men of war. : 
d to : In Europe nothing material happened to grace our annals; 
any a Admiral Martin commanded a ſquadron in the Channel, attend- 
able ing the motions of the Breſt fleet. Rear-admiral Medley failed 
each 5 from Spithead, with ſeven men of war, in order to reinforce 
wer! Admiral Rowley, who now commanded in the Mediterranean, 
nen, and arrived at Minorca on the 1cth of April. Thus ſtrength- 
riſti⸗ £ ened, the vice-admiral proceeded, with twenty-four ſhips of the 

5 line, to block up the Spaniſh fleet at Carthagena, which he 
fleet = thereby prevented either from tranſporting troops to Italy or 25 
y of from joining the French ſquadron at Breſt. The republic of . 
ore: MY Genoa having declared againſt the queen of Hungary, Admiral 
nder RY Rowley detached a part of his fleet, under the command of 
dore 8 Commodore Cooper, to bombard the towns upon their coaſt; 
my; ſeveral of theſe towns ſuffered conſiderably, ee St. 5 
Tue Remo, which he reduced almoſt to aſhes, = 85 
the g The year 1746 affords not a ſingle example of the naval ſu- 1 1746. 
ore. periority of Great Britain. It is nevertheleſs neceſſary, in or= 
ztcl 2 der to preſerve the thread of our hiſtory, to inform the reader 
, by where and how our ſeveral fleets were employed. Commodore 
that Wi 


Harwich, Captain Cartere, 80 

Wincheſter, Lord Thomas Bertie, 30 
Medway's Prize, Captain Griffith, 40 
WP | Lively, | Captain Stevens, | 2® 
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A. D. force, under the command of Monf, Beurdatmais<; ' Cong. 
1746. dore Peyton, cruizing between the coaſt of Coromandel ani 
the iſland of Ceylon, on the 25th of June, fell in with Bou. 
donnais, whoſe ſquadron was ſomewhat reduced by the loſs d 
the Inſulaire. Both ſquadrons prepared to engage, and about 
four in the afternoon they began to fire upon each other. The 
battle laſted till ſeven, it being then almoſt dark. The Englif 

had 14 men killed, and 46 wounded ; the French 27 killed, 

and 53 wounded. Next morning the two fleets appeared at ng 

great diſtance from each other; but neither of the commander 

choſe to renew the engagement. At four in the evening Mr. 

55 Peyton-· called a council of war, which determined, as council 

of war generally do, not to fight. When a commander in _ 
chief, inveſted with full power te act by his ſole authority, calls i 5 

a council of war, it creates a ſtrong ſuſpicion, that he wants to : 
divide the blame of an unjuſtifiable action. The hiſtory af 
mankind affords innumerable examples of cowardice in collec. 

j 085 tive bodies, of which every individual would have been horridly 
i aſhamed. The Engliſh ſquadron proceeded to che : iland a 
: Ceylon, and the French to Pondicherry, _ 
Oiur principal hiſtorian of theſe times #aſſerts, that the Brit 
ſquadron was ſuperior to that of the enemy. This, however, 
was evidently not the caſe: therefore the imputation of cowar- 
dice ſeems to fall more particularly on the French commodore. 
But Monſ. Bourdonnais had a greater object in view. The 
reduction of Madraſs promiſed a better harveſt than diſabling 
a few men of war. He appeared before that fettlement on the 
38th of Auguſt, and fired upon one of the ſhips belonging to 
the Engliſh Eaft-India company, chiefly with a deſign to try 
whether Mr. Peyton meant to defend the place. Our brave 
commodore, for reafons beſt known to himſelf, as ſoon as he 
was informed of this inſult, and conſequently of the danger of 
Madrafs, immediately diſappeared, and ſailed the. Lord knows 
whither. Monſ. Bourdonnais, with his whole ſquadron, re- 
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5 bably have ſucceeded in the reduction of every other Britiſh 
ment on that coaſt, if he had not been prevented by a 
olent ſtorm, which diſabled a conſiderable part of his fleet. 
nin Europe, great deſigns were formed in the reſpective cabi- 
Wt of England and France againſt each other's ſertlements in 
North America. The French determined to retake Louiſbourg, 
nnd alſo to ſurprize Annapolis-Royal in Nova Scotia. The 
ders 38 Engliſh, on the other hand, planned the reduction of Quebec. 
Mr, WBoth kingdoms were diſappointed in their expectations. The 
ncik WF rcnch fleet, conſiſting of eleven ſhips of the line, three fri- 
5 gates, three fire-ſhips, and two bombs, came out of Breſt on 
be 5ch of May, but was prevented, by contrary winds, from 
WE proceeding on the voyage till the 22d of June. This fleet, 
” which, with privateers and tranſports, made in all ninety-ſeven 
an, was commanded by the Duke d' Anville. He had on board 
zoo land forces, under the command of brigadier-general 
WE ]onquiere. They did not make the coaſt of Acadia till the 10th 
of September, and on the 13th a ſtorm aroſe, which, continu- 
” ing ſome days, diſperſed the fleet, and deſtroyed ſeveral of the 
= Pauſparm; ; fo that, on the 27th, they muſtered at Chiboctou, 
their place of rendezvous, no more than ſeven ſhips of the 
I line, two frigates, one fire-ſhip, one bomb-veſſel, twelve pri- 
WE vatecrs and eighteen tranſports, in all fifty-fix fail. Whilſt 
WS they lay in the harbour of Chiboctou, the mortality was ſo 
great, that, in a ſhort fpace of time, they buried their com- 
mander in chief, their ſecond in command, 1500 of the land. 
We forces and 800 failors. The number of their ſhips and of 
We their men being thus reduced; they gave up every idea of con- 
We queſt, and failed for Europe on the 12th of Oben, where 
they arrived without farther aceident. 
Meanwhile the Britiſh miniſtry, as 1 have ſaid above, had 5 
planned an expedition for the reduction of Quebec. Tor this 
purpoſe a confiderable fleet was aſſembled at Portſmouth, in 
W the month of April, and ſeveral regiments were actually em- 


Newcaſtle having previouſly communicated his intention of in- 


vading Daene to the northern provinces of America, requiring 
| : LIT . 2 N n 53 their | 


-ned to Madraſs on the 3d of September, and in a ſhort time A. D. 
made himſelf maſter of that important place. He would pro- 1740+ 


barked under the command of General Sinclair. The duke of : 
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A. D. their aſſiſtance, ten thouſand men were immediately raiſed, and 
1746. waited impatiently for the arrival of the Britiſh fleet. But ſuch 
was the irreſolution of the miniſtry at this period of our hiſtory, 

that the French were not only informed of their deſign, by 

had time to equip a ſquadron ſufficient to counteract the entir; 
project. This ſquadron, as we have ſeen above, ſailed fron 
France on the 22d of June, It was indeed ready to fail f 
weeks ſooner, but was detained by contrary winds. 

The Britiſh miniſtry, having now relinquiſhed their deſig 

againſt Canada, reſolved to make a deſcent on the coaſt of Bri 

tany, in France, and particularly to deſtroy Port POrient, in 
order to ruin the French Eaſt-India Company. Lieutenant. 
general Sinclair commanded the land forces, and the command 

of the fleet was given to Admiral Leſtock,; that very Leſtock 
with whoſe conduct in the Mediterranean the reader is ſuff. 

; _ciently acquainted. This armament conſiſted of ſixteen ſhips 
Wo of the line, eight frigates, and two bomb-veſſels, beſides ſtore, 
| 7  - ſhips and tranſports, on board of which were 5800 regula 
troops, including matroſſes and bombardiers. After various 
unaccountable delays, during which the French were perfect 

: acquainted with their deſtination, they failed at laſt from Ply. 

mouth on the 14th of September, and, ſteering directly for the 

coaſt of ritany, came to an anchor in Quimperlay- bay on the 

18th. General Sinclair, with the troops under his command, 

| landed on the 20th in the evening, without the leaſt moleſtation, 
1 and the next. morning took poſſeſſion of a ſmall town called 
q' Plemure, about a league from POrient, and there fixed his 
head-quarters. On the 22d, the Britiſh army having advanced 

to a riſing ground about half a league from the city, Genera 
Sinclair ſummoned it to ſurrender; but the governor, not liking 
the conditions, determined to defend it. On the 25th the be- 
ſiegers opened a ba attery of twelve cannon and a 4 and 

the next day began to throw red-hot balls into the town, which 
took fire in ſeveral parts. During this time the beſieged conti- 
nued to fire from the ramparts with great alacrity: nevertheleſs 
their fortifications were in ſuch bad condition, that on the 27th 
they had reſolved to beat a parley; when, to their infinite ſur- 
priſe and j Joy, the firing of the beſiegers ceaſed. General Sin- 

« Clair and his army retreated to their camp, leaving behind them 
four pieces of cannon, che mortar, and a conũiderable quantity 
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wounded, to eighty men. . Why the Britiſh general fled, with 
ſo much precipitation, from the arms of victory, is difficult to 
imagine, unleſs he was diſcouraged on finding the enterprize 
not ſeconded by the admiral, who, according to. the original 
plan, was to have brought his ſhips to bear upon the town. 
ur. Leſtock ſaid, in his defence, that the enemy had rendered 
5 his entrance into the harbour of Port POrient impracticable. 
Probably the ſignals for advancing, as with Mathews in the 
Mediterranean, were not made in due form. But the cauſe of 
= their miſcarriage ſeems to have originated in not landing the 
. troops immediately, and ſtorming the town without the loſs of . 
Ja moment. When the Britiſh fleet came to an anchor, the gar- 
riſon of Port VOrient was very weak, and few of their guns 
were mounted on the ramparts. Some of our ſubſequent at- 
WE tcmpts on the coaſt of France have been fruſtrated by the ſame | 
WE cauſe, The principal damage done to the enemy in this expe» 
dition was the deſtruction of the Ardent, a ſixty-four gun ſhip, 
vy the Exeter, who, after an obſtinate engagement, ran her on 
core, and afterwards ſet her on fire. Admiral Leſtock, with 
his entire ſquadron, left the coaſt of France on the 8th of Oc- : 
tober, and returned to England, without having in any degree 
WE fulfilled the intentions of the miniſtry, which were, to ruin the 
prench Eaſt-India company by deſtroying FOrient, and, by di- 
WE viding of the French troops, to facilitate the nen of Fro- 
vence by the Auſtrian army. | - 
mn the Weſt-Indies f nething of i importance was is attempted by 
WT any of the belligerent powers. We find, however, upon record 
one naval tranſaction, which, though it will not add much to 
our national renown, ought nevertheleſs to be remembered in 
errorem. Vice-admiral Davers, who commanded on the Ja- 
maica ſtation, having received intelligence that Monſ. Conflans, 
Wy vith four men of wars and nipety merchantmen, from France, 


© The rea David Hume tende General Sinclair, as his ſecretary, on . 
this expedition. | | 


f Poolt, vol. iv. p. z60. 
vis. The Terrible of 2 * 
— 5 


of ammunition, and on the 28th reimbarked without moleſta- A. D. 
5 tion. Their loſs during the ſiege amounted, in killed and "res 
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A. D. was hourly expected at Martinico, detached Commodore Vir. 
1746. chel with five men of war and a floop® to intercept kim. He 5 
fell in with the French fleet on the 3d of Auguſt, and at ſeven i 


the captains af his ſquadron, a majority of whom were of opi. 


bode much heroiſm. When a man calls his friends about him, 
to aſk them whether he ſhall fight to-day or to-morrow, there 
is great reaſon to believe that he had rather not fight at all 
However, general orders were given to keep the enemy in fight, 
and to engage as ſoon as day-light ſhould appear. But the 
French merchant veſſels, being ſo unpolite as not to wait to be 
taken by the Engliſh, all eſcaped; and Monſ. Conflans, after 
exchanging a few ſhot with the Britiſh ſquadron, followed hi 
| convoy. / Mr. Mitchel's caution was ſo great, that when night 
Came on he ordered his ſhips to carry no lights, leſt the French 
| ſhould be ſo rude as to give him chaſe. Monſ. Conflans, in his WM) 
return to Europe, fell in with an Engliſh fleet from the Leeward - 
Hands, under the convoy of the Woolwich and Severn, of 50 


- he took and carried into Breſt. Mitchel, being afterwards tried 
by a court-martial, was fined five ow pays and rendered in. 
capable of future ſervice. 5 


manded by Vice-admiral Medley, whoſe principal tranſaQion 
Was the aſſiſtance which he gave to the Auſtrian general at the 
| fiege of Antibes. Admiral Martin, who commanded in the 
channel, was in the month of July fucceeded by Admiral Anſon, 


| oo one man of war of 60 guns, two ſloops, nine privateers, 
one Eaſt-Indiaman, and 466 merchant-veſſels. The Spaniards 
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in the evening was about a league to windward of them, when, 
inſtead of engaging the enemy, he made a ſignal to fpeak with 


nion, that it were beſt to defer the battle till next morning, 
Theſe councils of war, as I have before obſerved, ſeldom fore. 


guns each, the latter of which, after two hours engagement, 


The Britiſh fleet in the Sirens was this year com- 


who was appointed vice-admiral of the blue. 
The French, in the courſe of this year, took from the 1 


IT'S 


took 183 en thigh- The Britiſh men of war and privateers 


KV; iz. Stafford of 60 guns, | ' Plymonth of 60 guns, 
| Lenox 64 > | Worceſter 6o | 
Milford 44 Dale loop. 
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ook from the Spaniards twenty-two privateers, ten regiſter- A. D. 
= Wes: and eighty-eight merchantmen, From the French we 1746. 
ock ſeven men of war, e and 312 mer - 
0 hant-veſſels. 

: The French miniſtry, notwithſtanding their late Abe 1747. 
nent in North America, were determined to increaſe their 
crc in Canada, and, with the aſſiſtance of Canadians and In- 
dans, to extend their territories by incroachments on the 

| eighbouring provinces belonging to Great Britain. At the 
ſame time they formed a deſign againſt ſome of our ſettlements 

in the Eaſt-Indies. For theſe purpoſes, in the beginning of the 
— year 1747, a conſiderable armament was prepared at Breſt; | 
the ſquadron deſtined for America, under the command of on” 
Monſ. Jonquiere, and that for the Eaſt-Indies commanded by 
Monſ. de St. George. For greater . thefe two fleets 
were to ſail at the ſame time. | 
The Britiſh miniſtry, being informed of the firengiti wy TOs 
ſtination of this ſquadron, ſent a ſuperior fleet to the coaſt of 
France, commanded by Vice-admiral Anſon. He failed from 
Plymouth on the gth of April, and, cruizing off Cape Finiſterres 
on the 3d of May fell in with the French fleet, conſiſting of 

Wt hirty-cight fail, nine of which ſhortened ſail and prepared to 
engage, whilſt the reſt bore away with all the fail they could 
make. Admiral Anſon firſt formed his ſquadron in line of bat- 
tle; but, perceiving the enemy begin to ſheer off, he made a 
ſignal for his whole fleet to give chace, and engage promiſcu- 
ouſly. The Centurion came up with the ſternmoſt ſhip of the 
enemy about four in the afternoon. She was followed by the 
Namur, Defiance, and Windfor, who were ſoon. warmly en- 
gaged with five of the French ſquadron i. The Centurion had 
her main-top-maſt ſhot away early in the action, which obliged 
her to drop aſfern; but ſhe was ſoon repaired. The battle now 
became general, and the French maintained this very unequal 
conflict with great ſpirit and gallantry, till about ſeven in the 
vening, when the whole fleet truck their colours. The Dia- 
mant was the laft French ſhip that ſubmitted, after fighting the 
Priſtol near three hours. In juſtice to our enemy it is neceſſary. 


ee OA 


12 London Gazette, May 16. | 


i þ 5 W 3 p I ot ens Token Sy OW Eads 5s : 
: . 5 r } Fs. BREE K 5 n 85 TXT EDT 
8 2 471 5 . e F . P 8 N IN at for 3 3 
F F f * 8 OS, 1 K As © 8 e IMA WES IPL bat Ges i kg 9 8 NAS EEE > 8 55 &y Sq p ”-_ 2 2 8 
- 8 22 735 F \ c enen 5 . x : 3 1 N . oF 3 . 3 1 1 i SET ot * 
: R ERIC THEE FO Tae OT a nv 1 WE BO Wind ns Cn Moe oe I er en IORGREST 7777 Ts SHELL on be ERR on PRE Ha ene ng de IC CO CE SERITTs CoH IDE PR eek 
. a e 1 CY YI SUR eee DS ON ,, , . 2 3 F F 0 V0 r 22 5 . Y 
x Co INIT. + r 1 2 c e n N e FX LE ef o . Ss r pe 2 e TS e 5 e R LIE EY ts ñ CE OBI ITE, EOS MRO EY 7 J Afb ES Eons: 2 5 2 4 
N err EF. N » 2 1 x N NENT 3 AA — * a - - 2 LW 2 7 n N 6 © 977 3 urge n FF r 0 * N L ; ; 6 . 5 123 
= 4 . > R : 2 E eb; Sx * 288 refs, 2 7 5 r I Re WO DR NS 9 CPC IE tn 2 US Es . M4 wh « * 7 ; F 2 
1 SE e 7 cr, . (4 : A e o e . 1 { SE IIS > n ' 5 
+ „ e cr ! Toke 5 BF MEI PS RI SIE DEF RE TA IVGs o {5 n N. ON . 


1 
. 
i 
. 
| 
ſ 
f 
j 
f 
( 


A. D. to remember, that the ſquadron commanded by Admiral Ala 
1747- conſiſted of fourteen ſhips of the line, a frigate, a ſloop, and 


| Monf. de la Jonquiere had no more than five line of battle 


miral Anſon in the mean time detached the Monmouth, the 
Yarmouth, and the Nottingham in purſnit of the convoy, and 
they returned with the Vigilant and Modeſte both of twenty. 
two guns, the reſt having made their eſcape. . But though we 

acknowledge the great ſuperiority of the Britiſh ſquadron, it i 
neceſſary to inform the reader, that no more than eight Engliſh 
| ſhips were engaged. Captain Grenville of the Defiance, a very 
_ gallant officer, loſt his life in this engagement. Our number of 
killed and wounded amounted to 5 20; ne of the enemy i 
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A fire-ſhip, with 922 guns, and 6260 men on board; and thy 


ſhips, and as many frigates, 442 guns, and 3171 men, Ad. 


k Lond Gen. May 16. 


Devonſhire, R. Adm, Warren, — Weſt, 66 
Namur, — — — e 74 
Monmouth, — — — Harriſon, 64 
Prince Frederic, — — — Norris, 64 
TJarmou tz. — — dret, 6 
Princeſs Louiſa,” — „ . 
2 Defiance, *.. * — Grenville, 60 i 
Nottingham, — — — Saumarez, 6 
Pembroke, — — — Fincher, 6 
Windſor, — — — — Hanway, 60 
Centurion, — — _— Denis, 30 
Falkland. | — | — — Barradel, 50 
Briſtol, 5 Hon. Wm. Montague, 30 
Ambuſcade, — — — Jn. Montague, 40 
5 Falcon Sloop, — — — Guynn, 10 
Vulcan Fireſhip, — — — Pattigrew. 1 
. : 5 | FRENCH. * 
Le Serieux, — — _  Monſ. de Jorqulere, 66 
L'Iovincible, — _ de St. George, 74 
Le Diamant, — _ - Hequhart, $6. - 
Le Jafon, — — Beccard, 32 ; 
Le Rubis, — — M*Czrty, 52 
c Le Gloire, — — Saleſſe, 44 
: - L'Aollim =— — 5 de Santons, 30 
Le Philipert, — — Cellie, 30 
Le Thetis, — — Macon, | 408 
Le Dirtmoutbk, — — Penoche, 18 
1 


E N G hs | 
| Prince George, Admiral Anſon, Captain Bentley, | 
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Ion Z „oo. Captain Boſcawen was woinidet in the ſhoulder by a A. D. 
and 23 


ufket-ball. Monſ. de la Jonquiere was allo wounded in the 1747. 
me part; one French captain was killed, and another loſt a 


attle al | * 

ED e - , | | | | | Za gr | | 6 * | | 
Ad. abel Anſon returned to England, and brought the cap- 
the 


ive ſquadron ſafe to an anchor at Spithead. He ſet out imme- 


and ately for London, where he was graciouſly received by the 
any: ing, and afterwards created a peer. Rear-admiral Warren 
eas made knight of the Bath. The money taken on board of 
1 i Noe French fleet was brought through the 275 of London in 
Sich $1 wenty waggons, and lodged in the bank. 

very 


About the middle of April, Captain Fox i in the kent, with 
3 the Hampton-Court, the Eagle, the Lion, the Cheſter and the 
7 10 WW cctor, with two fire-ſhips, failed on a cruize, deſigning to 
3 ntercept a fleet of. St. Domingo-men under the convoy of four 
Wrench men of war. After cruizing a month between Uſhant 
X and Cape Finiſterre, Captain Fox fell in with this French fleet 
= of 170 ſail. They were immediately deſerted by their men of 
5 war, and forty-lix of them were taken. 

= The Britiſh miniſtry having received n that nine 
3B French men of war of the line ! had ſailed from Breſt, in order 
Wo convoy a large fleet of merchant-men to the Weſt-Indies, 
Wordered Rear-admiral Hawke, with fourteen men of war a, to 


i Fiz. Li Tonant, 5 | M. 18 Lande, 3o guns, 5 
'L'Intrepide, Conte de Vudreuil, e 
Le Terrible, Conte Dogue, 74 
Le Monarque, M. de Bedoyerre, 74 
Le Neptune, | M. de Fromentierre, 70 - 
Le Trident, M. ' Demblimont, 5 64% 
Le Fougeux, M. Davigneau, © 
Ie Severn, 1 , IE 
Le Content, 1 to the Ead- Indi: Company, 60 5 
Heſides ſeveral frigate. 5 
x London Gazette, e Oftober 26. | | 
. Devonſhire, (Admiral) Captain Moore, 66 guns, 
C —— x N 66 
| Edinburgh, | . — Cotes, 70 
Yarmouth, — Saunders, 64 
Priaceſs Loui, —— Watſon, 360 
Wiadſor, — Hanway, 60 
; 700 Lion, — Scot, Nh co LE 
Yor. IV: 1 Tilbury, 
a \ 
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A. D. fail immediately in queſt of them. The admiral, with the fleet 
1747- under his command, left Plymouth on the gth of Auguſt, The 
French fleet, conſiſting of the above-mentioned men of wir 
and 252 merchant veſſels; ſailed from the iſle of Aix on the 
; S Gth of October, and on the 14th they had the misfortune to 
> OG fall in with the Britiſh ſquadron. As ſoon as the French adm. 
ral became ſenſible of his ſituation, he made a ſignal for the 
trade to make the beſt of their way, with the Content and fri. 
gates, and for the reſt of his ſquadron to prepare for battle. Ad. 
miral Hawke firſt made a fignal to forms the line; but finding 
the French begin to ſheer off, he ordered his whole fleet to piye 
1 chaſe, and engage as they came up with the enemy. The Lion 
8 and the Louiſa began the conflict about noon, and were ſoon 
followed, by the "Tilbury, the Eagle, the Yarmouth, the Wind. 
for, and the Devonſhire, which ſhips particularly ſhared the 

danger and conſeguently the glory of the day. 
About four o'clock four of the French ſquadron truck, vis. 
le Neptune, le Monarque, le Feugeux, and the Severn at five 
le Trident followed their example, and le Terrible furrendered 
about ſeven. Be it however remembered, to the credit of their 
ſeveral commanders, that they maintained this unequal conflict 
Vith great ſpirit and refolution, and that they did not ſubmit 
until they were entirely diſabled. Their number of killed and 
wounded was about 800, and of prifoners 3390 men. M. Fro | 
mentierre, who commanded le Neptune, was among the ſlain, 
and their commander in chief was. wounded in the leg and in 
the ſhoulder, The Engliſh had 1 54 killed, and 558 wounded. 
5 Captain Saumarez, of the Nottingham, was among the former, | 
We loſt no other officer of diſtinction. On the laſt day ot 
October Admiral Hawke brought theſe fix French men of war 
to Portſmouth in triumph, and, in reward for his ſervices, was 
ſoon after honoured with the order of the Bath. He was diſ- 
fatisfied with the behaviour of Captain Fox | in the es 16 pa | 
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W Tilbury, © OY C:prain Harland, 60 guns, 
Nottingham, —— Saumarez, 60 
Deinee, — Bentley, 6⁰ e . 
Egle, | —— Rodney, 60 Th 
_ Glouceſter, — Dorel, 30 
Portland, — Stevens, . 50 


Loudon G.zeite e, October 20. 5 | 
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on the 8th of March, Port Louis was defended by a ſtrong. 


| attack immediately on his arrival, and after three hours violent 
cannonading ſilenced the tort, which furrcadered on the followe. 


or Kine ' GEORGE II. 6% 


ok was tried by a court-martial, and deprived of his command; A. D. 


put he was reſtored about two years —_— 1747. 

Vice-admiral Medley, who commanded a fleet of fifteen ſhips 

of the line in the Mediterranean, died there on the 5th of Au- 
ouſt, and was ſucceeded by Rear-admiral Byng, who continued 
to block up the Spaniſh ſquadron in Carthagena, and to a&tin 
concert with the Auſtrian general on the coaſt of Italy. Rear- 
admiral Chambers commanded nine men of war in the channel, 

and on the 1ſt of November Rear-admiral Boſcawen failed for 

the Eaſt-Indies with fix ſhips of the line. 

During this year the Engliſh took from the French and . 
niards 644 prizes, among which were ſeventeen French and one 
Spaniſh men of war. The Engliſh veſſels, including one man 
of war and a fire-ſhip, taken by the French and Spaniard mg 


amounted to 551. The royal navy of Spain was now reduced 


to twenty-two ſhips of theline, and that of France to thirty. 1 
one; whilſt the navy of Britain amounted to 126 Gail of the 
line, beſides ſeventy-five frigates. | 

Being arrived at the laſt year of this general war, I Gat Be. 1748. 
gin with the hiſtory of our naval tranſactions in the Weſt- . 
Indies, where the Britiſh fleet Was now commanded by Rey 0G 
admiral Knowles. He failed from Jamaica, on the 1 3th. of 
February, with eight ſhips of the line a, on an expedition againſt 
St. Jago de Cuba; but being prevented by contrary winds from 
approaching that iſland, Port Louis, i in Hiſpaniola, became the 
object of his hoſtile intentions, before which place he arrived 


fort, mounting ſeventy-eight guns, with a garriſon of 600 men, , 
commanded by M. de Chaleaunoye. The admiral began his 


a iz. Cornwall, (e Captain Chadwick, go guns, 
| Plymouth, —— Dent, 60 1 
Elizabeth, 7 Taylor, 64 N 
Canterbury, —— Brodie, 60 
Stafford, £ | Rentone, 86 
Warwick, , —— lanes, 60 
Worceſter, —— Andrews, 60 


Oxford, | —U Toll, 30 
Weaſel and Merlin oops, | 1 
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A. D-ing terms, viz. The garriſon not to ſerve againſt the king of 

1.745: Great-Britain: or his allies during a year; that they ſhould 

march out with their arms, but without cannon, mortars, or 

ammunition ; that the officers ſhould retain their private bag. 

gage and ſervants ; that the town ſhould be ſpared on certain 

conditions to be ſettled next morning. The garriſon loſt 169 

men killed and wounded, and the fleet ſeventy, Among the 

ſlain were the Captains Rentone, and Cuſt, the laſt of whom 

was a volunteer in the expedition. 

Admiral Knowles having entirely. Jeftroyed the fort, reſumed 

his former deſign againſt St. Jago de Cuba, where he arrived 

on the 5th of April. The Plymouth and the Cornwall were 

ordered to enter the harbour; but finding a boom acroſs, and 

four veſſels filled with combuſtibles, after firing a few broad- 

ſides at the caſtle, they judged it prudent to deſiſt, and the 

ſquadron returned to Jamaica. Captain Dent of the Plymouth 

was afterwards, at the requeſt of the admiral, tried by a court. 

martial for not forcing the boom, and was honourably acquit- 

From this time the Britiſh and Spaniſh fleets were ſolely em. 
ployed in cruizing in detachments againſt the trade of each na. 

tion. Towards the latter end of Auguſt Admiral Knowles, having 
received intelligence that the annual. fleet from Vera Cruz was | 

daily expected at the Havanna, began to cruize off the banks 

of Tortuga. The Spaniſh Admiral Reggio, being informed of 

the vicinity of the Engliſh ſquadron, and of the conſequent 

danger of the expected fleet, ſailed from the Havanna, deter- 

mined to give Admiral e battle 0, o. On the 29th of Sep- 
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0 BRITISH 5 QUADRON, 
Cornwall, (Adm, Know cs „ Captain Taylor, 80 guns, 


Lenox, — Holmes, 56 

Tilbury, — Pawlett, 60 
Stafford, 6 | — Brodie, 60 
Warwick, | — ne; e 
Canterbury, | — Clarke, 60 


Oxford. 5 3 * Toll, 30 
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gave them chaſe, but they had the good fortune to eſcape, and 
the Lenox, having made a fignal for his convoy to ſave them- 
ſelves by flight, joined Admiral Knowles, who, on the firſt of 
October, fell in with the Spaniſh ſquadron near the Havanna. 
By a compariſon of the two ſquadrons, it appears that in 


number of ſhips they were equal; that in number of guns the 


Spaniards were ſomewhat ſuperior, and that in number of men 
they exceeded us by 1250?. The Engliſh admiral, though he 


had the advantage of the wind, did not at firſt ſeem over 
anxious to engage. About two o'clock the Spaniards began to 


fire at a diſtance. Admiral Knowles then made a ſignal for his 
ſquadron to bear down upon the enemy, and in leſs than half 
an hour moſt of the ſhips were engaged. The two admirals 
fought each other about half an hour, when Admiral Knowles, 
having received ſome damage, fell aſtern and quitted the line. 
The Conqueſtadore, being likewiſe injured in her rigging, was 
alſo obliged to quit the line of battle, and, before ſhe had time 
to repair the damage ſhe had ſuſtained, ſhe had the misfortune. 

to be attacked by the Britiſh admiral, who had now replaced 
the yard and main-top-maſt which he had loſt in his engagement 
with the Africa. They fought for ſome time with great obſti- 


nacy. The Spaniſh captain was killed, and the Conqueſtadore 


finally ſtruck to the Cornwall. The general action continued 
till eight in the evening, when the Spaniards began to edge 
away towards the Havanna, and got ſafe into port, except the - 


Conqueſtadore and the Africa, which laſt, being entirely diſ- 


maſted, was run on ſhore and blown up by the Spaniſh admi- 


SPANISH SQUADRON. 


Aﬀica, Admiral Reggio, 74 guns, 
Invincible, Rear-admiral Spinola, 74 
Conqueſtadore, Don de St. Juſto, 64 I 
Dragon, | z aol x" 64 > 
New Spain, | Barella, C 
Pe val Family, PTeerreſtal, 64 
Galga, 5 | Garrecocha, 130 


ed. 4 | 440—Men, 4,150. 
F Roſt, vol; by: p. $67. Yet > hs . 


ral. 


tember, Admiral Reggio ſaw, at a diſtance, fourteen ſail of A. D. 
Engliſh merchantmen, under convoy of two men of war; he 1748. 
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A. D. ral. The Spaniards had in this action three captains and . | 
1748. ſix men killed, and 197 wounded; among the latter were Ad. 
miral Reggio and fourteen other officers. The Engliſh, though 
they had fifty-nine killed and 120 wounded, were ſo fortunate 

as not to loſe a ſingle officer. i 
After this action the Engliſh de were by no means no fatif, 

fied with each other's conduct. The admiral himſelf was accu- 
ſed by ſome of them, and he was afterwards tried by a court. 
martial, and reprimanded for not hoiſting his flag on board an. 
other ſkip after his own was diſabled. It ſcems indeed very 
probable, notwithſtanding the ſuperiority of the enemy, that, if 
the Engliſh fleet had been commanded by a Hawkes not a Fog 
Spaniard would have eſcaped. Wh 5 2 TO 
nis was the laſt naval action of amore previous to the 
general peace, which. was finally concluded in the month of 
October; 1748. The Engliſh, during this year, took three 
French and one Spanith men of war. 'The whole number of 
veflels taken from the Spaniards fince the commencement of 
the war amounted to 1249; from the French to. 2185: in all 
3434: The entire loſs of the Engliſh amounted to 3238 ſhips, 
When we conſider the immenſe value of theſe captures; 

when we reflect that moſt of this wealth was private property; 

| when we count the number of lives that have been ſacrificed 
during the war, and recolle& that all the people ſacrificed were 
neither conſulted nor concerned in the conteſt; when we far- 
bher reflect, that all the princes who cauſed this horrible deſtruc- 
tion of life and property, profeſſed the religion of peace, cha- 
rity, philanthropy, and concord, we are diſguſted with human 
nature, and laugh at the pretenſion of kings to Chriſtianity, 
But what will the reader think of theſe mighty potenfates, when 

he is told, that, after all this waſte of blood and treaſure, the 
war ended juſt where it began. None of the contending powers 
retained any part of their acquiſitions, the fifth article of the 
treaty of peace having ſtipulated, that all conqueſts whatſoever 
ſhould be reſtored : conſequently Cape Breton was reſtored to 

the French, and Madraſs to the Engliſh. Great B ain had 
now increaſed her national debt to eighty millions, and her ſole 
conſolation was her having reduced the navy of France to a 

| ſtate of contemptible infignificance, As to that natian, the 

= Ack, He terms 


ol 


terms of peace were eaſily ſettled, becauſe we fought with her A. D. 
without any 7 previous cauſe of quarrel or diſpute; ſhe began the 1748. 
war merely in conſequence of her alliance with Spain: but 
againſt that nation we commenced hoſtilities, ſolely with a deſign 

to ſecure an uninterrupted navigation to our own ſettlements 
nevertheleſs, ſtrange as it may ſeem, this i important article was 
entirely neglected, or forgotten, by our plenipotentiaries at Aix- 

la- Chapelle. Our right to cut logwood in Campeachy and 
Honduras, an article of equal conſequence to this nation, was 

alſo left undetermined. But theſe were not the only examples 

of inattention (I cannot ſuppoſe it ignorance) in the Britiſh mi- 
niſtry at this very important period. The French, in conſe- 
quence of poſſeſſing Canada, had, for many years paſt, been 
gradually extending the limits of that province, and, in open 
violation of the treaty of Utrecht, their incroachments were 

now flagrant and oppreſſive to our North- American colonies : 

yet the peace of Aix-la-Chapelle was concluded without this 
notorious cauſe of complaint being mentioned by the Britiſh 
plenipotentiaries. The limits of Nova Scotia, another doubt 

ful point, were alſo left undetermined. 

From this precarious ſtate of affairs it was eaſy to Keb, 
that the peace of Aix-la-Chapelle would be of no long dura- 
tion; and, from the conduct of the French immediately after, 
their latent intentions were obvious. But, before we proceed to 
develope the principia of the ſucceeding war, it is neceſſary to 


| record certain tranſactions in the Britiſh parliament, which are 


immediately connected with our naval hiſtory. | 
The miniſtry, for very wiſe reaſons no doubt; brought A bill 
into parliament, under the title of, A bill for reducing into 


one act the laws relating to the navy * by which the half- 


pay officers were to be rendered ſubject to martial law. The 
ſca- officers took the alarm: they aſſembled, and preſented a pe- 
tition to the houſe requeſting to be heard by their counſel, and 
though the miniſter muſtered ſufficient ſtrength to reject the 
petition, he thought proper to relinquiſh his unconſtitutional 
emp: Another "on 's relative to de 95 was alſo offered 


5 
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4 Smollet's coutinuation of dhe une of England, wol, i. [3 19. = 
bid. p. 32. 
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A. D. to the conſideration: of parliament, viz. to regiſter a certain 
1748. number of ſeamen, who, for an annual ſtipend, ſhould be lia 
ble to ſerve when called upon. This project, being calculated 

to ſuperſede the illegal neceſſity of preſſing, appeared rational; 
nevertheleſs Mr. Pelham found it to be an e meaſure 
and therefore gave it up. _ 

In the courſe of this year, 1748, the earl af Halifax, who 

_ preſided at the board of trade, formed a deſign of eſtabliſhing 

a colony in Nova Scotia. His project was approved, and four 
thouſand adventurers, under the protection of Colonel Corn. 

| wallis, ſailed from England, and landed in the harbour of Che. 
buctou, in the neighbourhood of which they built a town and 
called it Halifax. The French were diſpleaſed with this exer- 

tion of our right, and, by way of counterbalance, attempted to 
make a ſettlement on the iſland of Tobago in the Weſt-Indies; 

but, in conſequence of a ſpirited remonſtrance to the court of 

_ Verſailles, they thought proper to deſiſt. They continued ne- 

, vertheleſs to aſſert their title to St. Lucia, Tobago, and other 
neutral iſlands; and in North America their daily encroach- 
ments were ſo daring, that the ſubjects of Great Britain bor- 
dering on the French ſettlements, became very loud in their 
complaints to our miniſtry. The French miniſkny, according to 
cuſtom, endeavoured to exculpate themſelves by throwing the 
blame on the governor of Canada. After ſeveral ineffectual 
memorials and remonſtrances delivered by our ambaſſador at 
Paris, commiſfaries, of each nation, were appointed, in the 
17 50. year 1750, to ſettle the limits of Acadia or Nova Scotia. Theſe 
5 commiſſaries met at Paris, and proceeded with all that delibe- 
rate circumſpection which is generally obſerved by ſervants of 

the public whoſe ſtipends muſt end with their commiſſion, The 
French commiſſaries, in order to gain time by evading the main 

_ queſtion, drew their antagoniſts into a diſcuſſion concerning the 

iſland of St. Lucia, Meanwhile the Indians bordering on the 
Britiſh dominions in North America, were inſtigated by the 
French to commence their barbarous hoſtilities againſt the de- 
fenceleſs inhabitants of our back-ſettlements. The Spaniards, 
1752. in 1752, began again their former practice, of inſolently inter- 
rupting our navigation in the Weſt-Indies by their guarda-co- 

ſtas, and in Europe the navy both ot France and Spain were 
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Aly augmenting. In 1753 the conference at Paris, concern- A. D. 

ing the limits of Nova Scotia, ended without effect; and the 1753 

French continued to extend their dominions in North America, 

by erecting a chain of forts along the lakes of Erie and Onta- 

rio, fo as to connect their ſettlements on the Mi Mppi with 

Canada. At length, preſuming on the amazing fupineneſs of 

the Britiſh miniſtry, they croſſed Lake Champlain, and built a 

fort at Crown-Point, in the province of New-York, A reader 

of Engliſh hiſtory, who reflects as he reads, when he meets 

with ſuch examples of inactivity, ſuch want of vigilance, ſuch 

i politic procraſtination, is neceſſarily led to inquire into the 

cauſe. Is this incelerity (if I may be allowed the word) to be 

attributed to our natural or Political conſtitution? Be this as 

it may, what we loſe in om. as in mechanics, we ſometimes : 

gain in power. 1 
The French miniſtry, notrlihfiending ſuch 1 afts 4 

hoſtility in America, continued to amuſe the court of London 

with repeated aſſurances of friendſhip. But early in the year 


1755, certain intelligence was received, that a conſiderable fleet 17 55. 


of men of war was preparing to ſail from different ports in 


France, to America, with a formidable number of land- forces 
on board, The Britiſh miniſtry, rouzed at this intelligence, 
gave immediate orders to equip a ſquadron of men of war, and, 
towards the latter end of April, Admiral Boſcawen, with eleven 


| ſhips of the line, ſailed for America. He was ſoon after fol- 


lowed by Admiral Holbourne with ſix line of battle ſhips and 
one frigate, the miniſtry having received ſubſequent intelligence ; 
that the French fleet, intended for America, conſiſted of twenty- | 


| five ſhips of the line, Sc. This fleet ſailed from Breſt in the 


beginning of May; but, after ſailing a few leagues beyond the 


| mouth of the Engliſh channel, Monſ. Macnamara, the com- 


mander in chief, returned to Breſt, with nine of the capital _ 


| thips, and the reſt proceeded to North America under the com- 


mand of Monſ. Bois de la Mothe> Admiral Boſcawen's orders 
vere, to attack the French fleet whereſoever he ſhould meet 
with it, Being joined by Admiral Holbourne, he continued 
cruizing off the banks of Newfoundland, in hopes of intercep- 


| ting the French ſquadron in their attempt to enter the gulf of 


vt. Lawrence. But the thick fog, fo frequent on that coaſt, 
* ob. IV. 5 | K favoured , 
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74 N AVAL HISTORY 
A. D. favoured their enterprize, and Monſ. de la Mothe arrived fafe 
1755. at Quebec with his whole {quadron, except the Alcide and the 

Lys, the firſt of fixty-four guns and 480 men; the ſecond of 
twenty-two, though pierced for ſixty-four, with eight compa- 
nies of land- forces on board. 'Fhefe two unfortunate ſhips fell 
in with the Dunkirk, Captain Howe, and the Defiance, Captain 
Andrews, both ſixty-gun ſhips. After a reſolute engagement of 
five hours, the French ſhips ſtruck. On board the Lys were 
feveral officers of diſtinction, and about 80,000 l. ſterling, 
From the capture of theſe two ſhips the commencement of 
the war may properly be dated. As ſoon as it was known in 
Europe, the French ambaſſador left London, and the Britiſh 
_ miniſtry iflued general orders for making repriſals in every part 
of the globe. In conſequence of this reſolution, three hundred 
French merchantmen were taken and brought into England, be- 
fore the expiration of this year. On the 21ſt of July, Sir Ed. 
ward Hawke failed on a cruize to the weſtward, with eighteen 
ſhips of the line, and, on the 14th of October, Admiral Byng 
proceeded to ſea with twenty-two ſhips. Both theſe fleets re- 
turned without meeting with any thing worth their attention, 
The French nevertheleſs bore theſe inſults with a degree of 

- patience which aftoniſhed all Europe. But they were not pet 
prepared for war : their alliances were yet unformed, and their 
fleet was much inferior to that of Great Britain, which, at this 
time, conſiſted of 213 men of wars; that of France, oe 
ſhips upon the ſtocks, amounted to no more Sew tr Fe” . 
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In the beginning of this year Major-general Braddock failed A. D. 
from Corke, with two regiments of foot, for Virginia, with 175 . 


orders to diſpoſſeſs the French of the lands they had unjuſtly 
uſurped. That general was totally defeated, and lain, by an 

ambuſcade of Indians. I have before N that three hun- 
dred French merchantmen were brought into the ports of Eng- 
land; and all this without a declaration of war, The Britiſh 
miniſtry intended, by this extraordinary conduct, to validate 
their defenſive alliances, and that the private property of the 
ſubjects of France might not ſuffer, the ſeveral cargoes of the 
ſhips taken were ordered not to be touched. But this appear- 
ance of ſtrict juſtice was a mere chimera, becauſe many of theſe 


cargoes conſiſted of periſhable commodities, and conſequently | 


proved a loſs to the owners, without producing any profit to 


thoſe by whom they were taken, The French had evidently, 
and flagrantly, broken the bonds of peace by their audacious 


encroachments in America, ſo palpably contradictory to the te- 
nour of treaties between the two nations. For the credit of 
England, I wiſh that a formal declaration of war had preceded 
the firſt act of hoſtility on our part. Previous to ſuch declara- 


tion, every act of hoſtility is a piracy againſt the ſubjects of 


either nation. It is ſurely a ſufficient hardſhip for ſubjects to be 
ruinouſly involved in the quarrels of their ſuperiors after ſuch 
quarrels are notorious 4 but to feel the horrible effects of ſuch 
quarrels, whilſt theſe ſuperiors wear the maſk of mutual friend- 
ſhip, requires a greater degree of patience than any ſubjects can 
be ſuppoſed to poſſeſs. We now proceed to the naval r 5 
of the year 1756. | 


About the cloſe of the 3 year , overtures of accom- 1 36. 


modation were made on the part of France by Monſ. Rouille, 
ſecretary of ſtate, in a private letter to Mr. Fox, ſecretary of 
ſtate to his Britannic majeſty. But as this application was cal- 


culated only to amuſe the Engliſh miniſtry, in order to gain 


time, it produced no other effect. The French, having now 


| augmented their navy very conſiderably, ordered all the Britiſh 


ſubjects in France to depart the kingdom, publiſhed an edict for 
the encouragement of brivateers, ſeined every Engliſh veſſel i in 


* . 


: v | smollers aner, o 31 5. 
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A. D. their ports, and ſent their crews to priſon. They then begen 
1756. to threaten us with an invaſion, and, in order to give this pro- 
ject an air of probability, were extremely buſy in their military 
preparations on the coaſt of the Britiſh channel. But the de. 

ſign of theſe preparations was merely to divert our attention 
from their armaments in the Mediterranean, where the blow 

was really intended. The king, the miniſtry, and their adhe. 
rents in parliament, were, however, ſo completely duped by 

this French manceuvre, that Heflian and Hanoverian troops 
vere ſent for to protect us, and the repeated authentic infor. 
mation concerning the equipment and deſtination of the Tou- 

1on fleet totally diſregarded. There never was a more flagrant 
example of obſtinate'infatuation. 1 
At length the deſtination of the armament at Wente "i 

ſo certainly and univerſally known, that the Britiſh miniſtry. 

_ ſtarted ſuddenly from their apathy, and, like men juſt awoke 
from a ſound lumber, began to act before they had recovered 
their ſenſes. It was known to all Europe, that the French 

8 ſquadron at Toulon conſiſted of thirteen ſhips of the line, and 
that 15,000 land-forces were there ready for embarkation: ne- 
vertheleſs, only ten Britiſh ſhips ere ordered for the Mediter- 
ranean, and the command was given to Admiral Byng, a man 
whoſe courage and abilities were yet untried. With this ſquz 
dron, not completely manned, without either hoſpital or fire 
1hip, he failed from Spithead on the 7th of April. He had on 
board Major-general Stuart, Lord Effingham, Colonel Cor 
wallis, and about forty inferior officers, whoſe regiments were 

in garriſon at Minorca alſo a regiment of ſoldiers to be landel 
at Gibraltar, and about a hundred recruits. ; 
Admiral Byng arrived at Gibraltar on the 2d of May, where 
he found the Louiſa, Captain Edgecombe, who informed him, 
that he had been driven from Minorca by a French ſquadron af 
thirteen {hips of the line, commanded by Monſ. Galiffoniers, 
who had landed 1 5,000 men on that iſland. Admiral Byng 
5 gave immediate orders for the ſhips to complete their proviſions 
and water with all poſſible expedition. On the third day after 
his arrival he went on ſhore to confer with General Fowke, the 
governor of Gibraltar, conceraing a battalion to be tranſported 
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n to Minorca. When the admiral demanded this battalion, the A. D. 
0. governor produced three ſeveral letters of inſtruction from the 1756. 
y war-office, which he could neither reconcile with each other, 

de- nor with the order given by the admiralty to Admiral Byng.. 

ion Theſe ſeveral orders, which were then compared and conſider 

ow ed by a council of war at Gibraltar, being matter of 1 importance 

he- to every future commander, whether at land or ſea, I muſt 

by entreat the reader, before he proceeds, to conſider attentively 
OPS Admiral Byng's inſtructions, which he will find i in the Appen- 
for- dix, No 4. and then to read carefully the orders ſent from the 
"OU- war-office to General Fowke, which wy will A at the bottom a 
rant of this page *. 1 3 

Wy |. The council of war, aer mature detiberation; determined 
was | not to part with the battalion required; firſt, becauſe it appear- 
iſtry ed by Lord Barrington's firſt letter, that the Fuzileers were to 
yoke remain at Gibraltar; and, ſecondly, becauſe it was the opinion 
ered of the engineers who were well acquainted with Minorca, that 
ench to throw ſuccours into St. Philips would be extremely difficult, 
, and if not impoſſible. But this reſolution of the council of war was 
: ne- certainly wrong: for though it appeared by Lord Barrington's 
diter- | firſt letter, that the Fuzileers were to remain at Gibraltar, that 
man order was evidently contradicted by Admiral Byng's inſtr uctions 
qua- if of a later date, and the order for ſending a battalion to Minor- 
r fire- ca was repeated and confirmed. However, the council of war 
ad on conſented that one captain, ſix ſubalterns, five drums, and 23 4 
Corn- privates, ſhould be embarked, to ſupply the deficiency of thoſe 
5 were left at Minorca by Captain Edgecombe, and without which his 
anded ſhips would have been of little ſervice in cafe of an engagement. 
. With regard to Admiral Byng's orders, though they were in 
where many reſpects conditional, his orders to ſave Minorca, at all 
d him, events, were mow ve and Fees: and that he ought to have 
Iron of | | 
oniere, * Lac Barrington's lad to 88 eds Anted the 2uſt of March, favs, | p 
| Byng % The king has ordered the royal regiment of Foxileers to embark immediately 

3 for Gibraltar, and that upon their arrival you are to make a detachment equal 
wifions | to a battalion, from the four regiments in garriſon, to Minorca.” The ſecond 
1y after letter, without any reference to the firſt, repeats the order for embarking Sbatta« 
ke, the lion on board the fleet for the relief of Minorca, in caſe there was any probability : 
ſporte 1 of its being attacked; and the third letter, dated April iſt, orders the governor to 


rece:ve ſuch women and children, ee to the F 1 as Admiral 7 . 


Eo 0 m_ think fi to land, 


erde, = 
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A. D. effected, even at the riſk of ſacriſicing his whole fleet. Be this 
17 56. as it may, he ſailed from Gibraltar on the 8th of May, and on 
the 16th arrived at Majorca, where he was joined by the Phe. 

nix, Captain Hervey, who confirmed the intelligence relative to 

the French fleet and the ſiege of St. Philips. He then ſteered 

for Minorca, but having contrary winds, did not make that 
iſland until the morning of the 19th, when he ſaw the Engliſh 

flag ſtill flying on the caſtle of St. Philips, and ſeveral bomb. 
batteries playing upon it from the enemy's works. There have 
been Britiſh admirals who, at ſuch a proſpect, would have 
ſworn to relieve the garriſon, or periſh in the attempt } Early 

in the morning the admiral deſpatched Captain Hervey, in the 
Pheenix, with the Cheſterfield and Dolphin, with orders to re- 
connoitre the entrance into the harbour, and, if poſſible, to con- 

vey A letter to General Blakeney 2 Captain ee round 
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the reader ſhould know its contents; becauſe no circumſtance ought to he con- 
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1 „ To General BLAKENEY. 2 
WI. te, 1 fend you this by Captain Hervey, of his majeſty's ſhip Phoenix, who 
« has my orders to convey it to you, if poſſible, together with the incloſed packet, 

„ which he received at Leghorn. Jam extremely concerned to find, that C.ptain 

1 Pdgecombe was obliged to retire to Gibraltar with the ſhips under his com- 
„ mand, and that the French. are landed, and St. Philips caftle is inveſted; 28 

4 flatter, myſelf, had I fortunately been more timely in the Mediterranean, that 
& J ſhould have been able to have prevented the enemy's getting a footing in the | 

* iſland of Minorea. I am to acquaint you that General Stuart, Lord Effingham, 
* and Colonel Cornwallis, with about thirty officer by; and fome recruits beloy. ging 
1 to the different regiments now in garriſon with you, are on board the ſhips of 
* the ſquadron , and ſhall be glad to know by the return of the officer, what 
place you will think proper to have them landed at, The royal regiment of | 
% Engliſh Fuzileers, commanded by Lord Robert Bertie, is likewiſe on bond 
* the ſquadron, deſtined, agreeable to my orders, to ſerve on bnerd-the fleet ig 
* the Mediterranean, unleſs it ſhould be thought neceſſary, upon conſultation 

n with you, to land the regiment for the defence of Miyorca : but T1 muſt allo 

*r inform you, ſhould the Fuzileers be landed, as they are part of. the hips com 
„ plements, the marines having been ordered by the lords commiſſioners of the 
„ admiral:y on board of other ſhips at Partſmonth, to make room for them, 
. that i it will diſable the ſquadron from acting againſt that of the enemy, which 
„ am informed is ervizing off the iſland : however, 1 ſhall gladly embrace 

#4. every opportunity of promoting his majeſty's ſervice in the moſt e ffectual man. 
7 „ner, and {hall aſſiſt n to diſtreſs the enemy and * their d: ſians to tte 

% utmoſt of my power.“ es ; 
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the Laire before nine o'clock in the morning: he made ſignals A. D. 

to the garriſon for a Boat to come off; but without effect, and 1756. 

the admiral, about this time, diſcovering the French fleet, or- 

dered him to return. ; 
Admiral Byr:g now ftood towards the enemy, and about two 

in the afternoon made a ſignal for the line of battle a-head- 

He then diftributed as many ſeamen as could. be ſpared from 

the frigates, on board ſuch {hips as were moft in want of hands, 

and converted the Pheenix into a fire-ſhip. At ſeven in the 

evening the French ſquadron, being then about two- leagues di- 

ſtant, tacked, in order to gain the weather- gage; and the Eng- 

liſh admiral, not N to W mat ne 0. allo ye 

his ſhips about. : 


On the 20th, in the morning, the Fele being hazy, the 
French fleet could not be diſcovered; but it became viſible 


before noon, and at two o'clock Admiral Byng miaile a fga / 


to bear away two points: from the wind and engage. Rear- 
admiral Weſt was then at too great a diſtance to comply with 
both theſe orders; he therefore bore away ſeven points from 
the wind, and with his whole divifion attacked the enemy with N 
ſuch impetuoſity, that ſeveral of their ſhips were ſoon obli- 
ged to quit the line. Had Admiral Byng been equally alert 
and eager to engage, it is moſt probable that the French fleet 


would have been defeated and Minorca ſaved; but the enemy's 


centre keeping their ſtation, and Byng's diviſion not advancing, - 
Admiral Weſt was prevented from purſuing his advantage, by 


the apprehenon of being ſeparated from the reſt of the ; 


fleet. = 


After engaging about a quarter of an hoge: the Intrepid, the 
ſternmoſt ſhip of the van, loſt her fore- top- maſt, which, ac- 
cording to Byng's account of the action 2, obliged his whole 
diviſion to back their ſails, to prevent their falling foul of each 
other. But when this matter came to be examined by the 
court-martial, it appeared, that immediately after the ſignal for 
cngaging, whilſt the van were bearing down upon the enemy, 
Admiral Byng, in the Ramillies, edged away ſome points, br 
which means the Trident and Louiſa got to windward of him, 


ern 


| * Bynog's letter to the admiralt rp. e # 
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A. D. and han in order to bring them again into their Ration, he 
1756, backed bis mizen-topfail, and endeavoured to back his main. 
topſail. This manoeuvre neceſſarily retarded all the ſhips in his 
diviſion, and gave the enemy time to eſcape. M. Galiffoniere 
ſeized the opportunity, and, his ſhips being clean, was ſoon out 

of danger. But Admiral Byng, before the engagement, order. 

ed the Deptford to quit the line, in order to reduce his line of 
battle to the ſame number of ſhips as that of the enemy. For 
this apparent generolity he was cenſured by the court- martial: 
nevertheleſs, there does not appear to be any great improprie. 

ty in reſerving one or more ſupernumerary ſhips in-readinef 

to ſupply the place of thoſe which may happen to be diſabled, 
From this relation of facts, the reader will eaſily perceive 

that Admiral Byng's conduct was by no means juſtifiable. 'The 
naval reader ſees very clearly, from the ſituation of the two 
fleets, relative to the wind, that he might have fought if he 

; would; and, from a compariſon of the two fleets *, it will ſeem 

| more than probable, to thoſe who. are acquainted with the ſu⸗ 
perior activity and {kill of our ſailors in time of action, that 
deciſive victory might have been . | Whether med 


"IF * ENGLISH. FRENCH. | 
Ramillies, 90 guns, 786 men, Youdromns: 84 guns, 050 ten 
Cuiloden, 74 %% La Couronne, 74 800 
Buckingham, 68 3386 Le Gnerrier, 74 800 

Lancaſler; 66 820 Le Temeraire, 74 300 
Trident, $655 i500 Loe Redoubtable 4 30 

Intrepidz 64 450 L'Hipopotham G64 609 

Captain, 64 480 Le Fier, 64 - Goo 
Revenge, 64 480 Le Triton, © 6 600. 
Kingſton, 60 400 Le Lion, 64 60 

Defiance, 60 400 Loe Content, 64 600 
Louiſa, 56 / 400 Le Sage, 64 Co0 
Portland, 48 300 | L'Orptize, . 64 600 

| i SE irs Wh „ 928 8350 
Frigale. 5 Frigotes. 1 

Deptford, 48 280 La Juno, 46 300 
Cheſterfield, 40 250 Lee, 30 250 

 Pheznisg, 22 160 SGrocieuſe, "$0077 {4 40 
Dolphin, 22 160 La Tope, 22 250 
Experiment, 22 160 La Nymph, 24 200 

932 688g 582 956õ0 
5 — 


60 


Byng 


EK ING GEORGE = 


| drag 1 duct i is a to be aſcribed to his exceſſive prudence, A. D. 


his want of {kill, or want of courage, is difficult to determine. 1756. . 
probably theſe three cauſes operated in conjunction to produce 
the fatal effect. The only plauſible argument that can be urged 


in extenuation of this admiral's conduct is, that he might be 
too ſtrongly impreſt by the recollection of Mathews and Le- 
ock; the firſt of whom was puniſhed for fighting, not accord- 


ing to rule; and the latter not e e he did not 


fight at all: 


The Engliſh had iu in this et 42 men killed, and 168 | 
wounded ; the French; 145 wounded, and 26 killed. Captain 


Andrews, of the Defiance was the only officer of diſtinction, 


on board the Engliſh fleet; who loſt his life on this occaſion. | 
The French fleet ſoon diſappeared, and at eight in the evening 8 
Admiral Byng made a ſignal for his ſquadron to bring to, at 
which time the Intrepid and the Cheſterfield were miſſing; the IH 
former, being diſabled; had been left to the care of the latter. 
They joined the fleet next morning, and the admiral then find- 


ing that three of his ſquadron. were damaged in their maſts, 
called a council of war, at which General Stuart, Lord Effing- 


ham, Lord Robert Bertie, ape Colonel Cornwallis were re- | 
queſted to aſſiſt; : 


| The council of war being aſſembled o on \ board 4 the Rathil- 18 


lies, the following queſtions were propoſed by Admiral Byng ** 
1. Whether an attack upon the French fleet gives any pro- | 
ſpect of relieving Minorca ? Anſwer. It would en 

2. If there was no French fleet cruizing off Minorca, whe | 
ther the Engliſh fleet could raiſe the fiege ? An. It could not. 
3. Whether Gibraltar would not be in danger by any acci- 


dent that may befal this fleet? An. It would be in danger. 


4. Whether an attack with our fleet, in the preſent ſtate of 
it, upon that of the French, will not endanger the ſafety of 
Gibraltar, and expoſe the trade of the Mediterranean to "Ow 
hazard? Anſ. It would: _ 

5. Whether it is not for his Majeſty's ſervice that the fleet 
ſhould immediately proceed for Gibraltar ? _— * n youu 
ceed for Gibraltar. 

| Here] muſt beg leave to . the 1 of our hiſtory a a 5 
few moments, for the ſake of the naval reader, to whom the 


Yor. IV. | 1 conſide« | 


- — - 
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A. D. conſideration of theſe five reſolutions may prove of infinite im. 
| 1756. portance; theſe volumes being written with an intention, not 
only to record the heroic virtues of our naval commanders in 
times paſt; not only to amuſe the gentlemen who in the preſent 
age have the honour to ſerve on board the Britiſh fleet; but 
to animate, to inform, to warn them, by example. I haze 
more than once obferved, and the truth of my obſervation 
hath been frequently confirmed, that councils of war ſeldom 
forebode much heroiſm. When a commander in chief, whoſe 
power is abſolute, condeſcends to afk advice of his inferiors, it 
| is a tacit acknowledgment, that his abilities are inadequate to 
his power; or, that he is inclined to do that for whichhe dare 
not be reſponſible. I do not believe there was one member of 
this council of war, who, if the five reſolutions had depended 
upon his ſingle voice, would not have anſwered them all in the 
negative. J am alfo of opinion, that if Admiral Byng had been 
politively ordered to call no councils of war, but to relieve Mi. 
norca at all events, he would have deſtroyed the French fleet, 
. faved the iſland, and would have returned triumphant to Bri. 
tain; unleſs we are to ſuppoſe him conftitutionally a coward; 
for, on ſuch beings, the preſent, though teaft, _ an 
ats moſt powerfully. | 
How this council of war could determine; chat f it was Ini 
> ſible to relieve Minorca, without ever making the leaſt attempt 
for that purpoſe, is incredibly aſtoniſhing! and indeed it after- 
_ wards appeared, that the troops on board might have been 
Jnded at the fally-port with little danger; for Mr. Boyd, com 
miſſary of the ſtores, actually went out to ſea in à fmall bot 
in ſearch of the Englith fleet, and returned ſafe to the garriſon, 
As to their concern for the ſafety of Gibraltar, their apprehen- 
| fions were in the higheſt degree ridiculous. According, hov- 
ever, to the fifth refolution of the council, Admiral Byng return- 
ed with his fleet to Gibraltar, and Galiffoniere to his former 
ſition off Cape Mola. How the garrifon of St. Philip's mult 
have been affected, when they beheld the French ſquadron re- 
turn triumphant, and afterwards heard a feu de ore in the ene- 
mp's camp, may be eaſily conceiyed. The beſiegers had doubt- 
leſs cauſe to rejoice at the ſafe return of their fleet, though not 


vn account of 5 victory obtained by their admiral ; ; for the 
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wo admirals evidently ran ben each other. But, sagt the A. P. 
garriſon were not a little diſappointed at Byng's diſappearance, 1756. 
they nevertheleſs'defended the caſtle till the 28th of June, when 
deſpairing of relief from England, and rationally ſuppoſing that, 
in the great ſyſtem of politics, they were intended to be ſacrij- 
ficed, after a gallant defence of ten weeks, the venerable Blake- 
ney, on very honourable Wer ſurrendered. nn to ths 

Duc de Riches. © © © 
| Admiral Byng arrived at Gibraltar on the 19th of Juke; 
where Commodore Broderick had come to an anchor four days 
| before, with a feinforcement of five ſhips of the line, which. 
were ſent from England in conſequence of certain intelligence 
that the French were fitting out more ſhips at Toulon. Thus 
reinforced, Admiral Byng determined to return to Minorca, in 
hopes of being yet in time to relieve the garriſon; but, whilſt 
he was with great activity preparing. for this ſecond enterprize, 
the Antelope of 50 guns arrived at Gibraltar, On board of this 
ſhip were Admiral Hawke, Admiral Saunders, and Lord Tyraw- 
| ley, who were commiſſioned to ſuperſede and arreſt Admiral 
Byng, Admiral Weſt, and Governor Fowke, The three delin- 
quents were accordingly ſent on-board the Antelope, and re- 

turned prifoners to England. Sir Edward Hawke; with the 
fleet under his command, failed immediately up the Mediterra- 
nean; but, upon his arrival off Minorca, he had the mortifica« 
von to ſee the French flag flying on St. Philip's caſtle. As ſoon 
as the garrifon ſurrendered, Galiſſoniere pradently retired to 
Toulon, where he remained in ſecurity, whilſt Sir Edward 
Hawke aſſerted the naval empire of Great Britain, in ſight of 

an enemy elated with the conqueſt of a ſmall iſland, which they 
vere afterwards obliged to relinquiſh. This conqueſt, though 
really inſignificant, cauſed ſuch extravagant exultation in France, 
ſuch an univerſal Te Deum laudamus, that one might pages ; 
have ſuppoſed the Britiſh empire totally annihilated; | 
The people of England, on the contrary, received the intel- 
ligence of Byng's retreat with general diſſatis faction, and, with⸗ 
out the leaſt inquiry into the conduct of the miniſtry, pointed | 
all their reſentment againſt that unfortunate admiral. 'The mi- 
niſtry joined. in the cry, doing every thing in their power to 
Urert the reſentment of the people from themſelves, | 'Thaz 
| L 2 Os 5 / Mr. 
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« D, Mr. Byng' s conduct was, in many reſpects, extremely reprehen. 
175 6. ſible, is moſt certain; but it is not leſs certain, that the mini. 
ſtry were equally inexcuſable, for not ſending troops to Minox. 
ca much ſooner, and for not giving Byng a ſuperior fleet. If 
the five ſhips, which afterwards failed to his aſſiſtance, had 
made part of his ſquadron, Galifſoniere muſt have fled at his 
approach, and Minorca would infallibly have been ſaved. But 
theſe reflections, whilſt they fix eternal obloquy on the admi. 
niſtration, do not exculpate the admiral. 'The exigency and 
{mportance of the ſervice ov which. he was ſent, required a ſa- 
crifice of prudence to neceſſity. Qur hiſtory affords many ex- 
amples of Engliſh fleets obtaining a complete victory over an 
enemy far ſuperior i in number of guns and men; but theſe yic. 
tories were gained by admirals who diſdained t to calculate the 
exact weight of metal in each ſquadron. | 
Admiral Byng, Admiral Weſt, and General Fowke, arrived 
at Portſmouth on the 3d of July. The two latter were ordered 
to London, where Admiral Weſt was graciouſly received by 
the king. The general was tried for diſobedience of orders in 
not ſending a battalion to the relief of Minorca, and ſentence 
to be ſuſpended for a year. The king confirmed the ſentence, 
and afterwards diſmiſſed him the ſervice. Admiral Byng, after 
continuing ſome time in arreſt at Portſmouth, was eſcorted to 
Greenwich-hoſpital, where he remained cloſe priſoner till De- 
cember, the time appointed for his trial, which began on the 
28th of that month, on board the St. George in Portſmouth- 
harbour. The court-martial conſiſted of four admirals, aud 
nine captains of the navy d. They ſat a month, daily exami- 
ning evidence for and againſt the priſoner. Admiral Weſt de- 
poſed, that he ſaw no reaſon why the rear-diyiſion might not 
have engaged the enemy as cloſe as did the van, and thar there 
was no ſignal made for giving chace when the French ſheerel 
of. General Blakeney depoſed, that, on the 20th of May, 
boats might have paſſed between the fleet and the garriſon with 
great ſecurity, and that, if the troops ordered for his relief hal 
hoon landed, he could have held out till the arrival of Sir * 


1 Admirals. Smith, preſident 3 3 Ilolbourne, N Broderick. 
Captains. e 1 * Simcze, dene Denob, Geary, Hm, Dongls, 
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ward Hawke. Captain Young, of the Intrepid, declared, that A. D. 
the loſs of his fore-topmaſt did not appear to prevent the rear- 1756. 
diviſion from bearing down upon the enemy. Captain Gardi- 
ner depoſed, that he adviſed the admiral to bear down, but 
without effect, and that, on the day of the action, the admiral 
took the command of the Ramillies entirely upon himſelf.— 
Theſe cogent depoſitions were corroborated by other witneſſes, 
and not in the leaſt degree invalidated by any counter- evidence 
in favour of the delinquent. But ſome of the officers who 
pere on board his ſhip, and near him during the engagement, 
depoſed, that he diſcovered no ſigns of confuſion, or want of 
perſonal courage, but that he gave his orders diſtinctly and with 75 
apparent coolneſs. The admirals ſpeech, in his defence, was 
inadequate to the great purpoſe of effacing the impreſſion which 
| the powerful evidence againſt him had made upon the court; 
they therefore found him guilty of a breach of that part of the 
W twclfth article of war, which ſays, —“ or ſhall not do his ut- 
e moſt to take or deſtroy every ſhip which it ſhall be his duty 
« to engage; and to aſſiſt and relieve all and every of his Ma- 
« jeſty's ſhips which it ſhall be his duty to aſſiſt and relieve.” 
He was therefore ſentenced to be ſhot, that being the puniſh. 
ment poſitively ordained for a breach of this article. The court, 
however, being of apinion, that Admiral Byng's miſconduct did 
not proceed from want of courage or diſaffection, added, to 
| their report of their proceedings to the lords of the admiralty, 
a petition, requeſting their lordſhips moſt earneſtly to recom- 
mend him to his majeſty's clemency. - 
The lords of the admiralty, having —— the Sts of ©; 
the court-martial with the words of the twelfth article of war, 
which are, © Every perſon in the fleet, who through cowardice, 
W © negligence, or diſaſfection, ſhall,” Qc. and not finding the 
| crime of negligence (he being acquitted of the other two) i impu- 
ted by the court, were in doubt concerning the legality of the 
ſentence: they therefore preſented a memorial to the king, re- 
| queſting, that the opinion of the twelve judges might be. taken. 
This was accordingly done, and the judges pronounced it a le- 
gal ſentence. After the lords of the admiralty had ſigned a 
warrant for Admiral Byng's execution, ſome of the members of 
the 'court-martig e a wiſh to be releaſed, by act of par- 
6 Adiament, | 


NAVAL HIS TO RI. 
4 D. amen, from their oath of ſecrecy.” A bill 1 this purpoſe 
1756. accordingly paſſed the houſe of conimons; but, when it came 
to a ſecond reading in the houſe of lords, each member of the 
court- martial was ſeparately aſked, whether he had any thing | 
to reveal which might incline the king t6 pardon the delin. 
quent. Strange as it may ſeem, they all anſwered in the nega- 
live! and, on the 14th of March, Admiral John Byng was {hot | 
on board the Monarque, in the harbour of Portſmouth, 

This exemplary puniſhment of a Britiſh admiral was an event 
ſo ſingular, and fo intereſting to every gentleman of the nary, 
that it ſeems to require a few reflections before we diſmiſs the 
ſubject. That the admiral did not exert his utmoſt power 
againft the enemy, is very evident; and it is equally. apparent, 
his flect having the advantage of the wind, that his fighting or 
not fighting was matter of choice. Hence it neceſſarily follows, 
(allowing that he ought to have fought), that he either wanted 
judgment or reſolution. As to judgment, it certainly required 
very little, to chmprehend the importance of the ſervice on 

which he was ſent, and {till leſs knowledge of the hiſtory of 
human events, not to know, that, when great atchievements are 
required, ſomething muſt be left to fortune, regardleſs of the 
calculation of chances. In all battles, whether at fea or in the 
field, fortuitous events have vaſt influence; but in naval com- 
bats moſt frequently, where a ſinglè accidental ſhot from a fri- 
gate may diſable a firſt-rate man of war. This confideration is 
alone ſufficient to determine any commander of a king's ſhip 
never to ſtrike ſo long as he can ſwim, be the force of his at | 
tagoniſt ever ſo ſuperior. Upon the whole, I believe we may 
equitably conclude, that Admiral Byng was conſtitutionally de- 
ficient in that degree of perſonal intrepidity, by no means eſſen- 
rial to the character of a private gentleman, but which is the 
> fine qua non of a Britiſh admiral. The juſtice of punithing 2 
man for a conſtitutional defect, reſts ſolely on his accepting his 
commiſſion with the articles of war in his hand. But admitting 
Ve are ſatisfied in regard to the juſtice of his execution, in con- 
ſecquence of the ſentence of the court- martial, we are not at al 
latisſied with the conduct of that, or thoſe, members of that 
| court, who were 0 anxious to be releaſed from their oath of 
r as to puſb an ack far that. aa through the houſe df 
commons 
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commons, and whe afterwards ſpoke another language at the A. D. 
bar of the houſe of lords. Truth or calumny, I know not 1756. 
which, have whiſpered, that Lord Anſon's private remonſtrances 
deprived Byng of that laſt ray of hope which ſome ſcruples of 
conſcience gave him reaſon to expect, and the public of that 
ſatisfaction which they have ſtill a right to demand. I ſay 1 
on a preſumption that the perſon alluded to is now living. 
The purſuit of this tragedy to its cataſtrophe having carried 
| us ſomewhat beyond the limits of the year 1756, it is neceſſary 
that we ſhould now reſume the thread of our relation of ſuch 
public tranfactions as were connected wich the naval hiſtory of 
| this kingdom. Hitherto we have feen Great Britain and France 
actually at war, without the ceremony of an open declaration. 
Why this formality was ſo long deferred, muſt be afcribed to 
political conſiderations, by which the miniſters of both countries 
were influenced; but, how cogent ſoever theſe confiderations 
might ſeem to a cabinet- council, a piratical war between two 
poliſhed nations is unjuſt to the ſubjects of both: the reaſon is 
obvious. However, in the beginning of May, the Britiſh mi- 
niſtry, being no longer in doubt concerning the invaſion of Mi- 
norca by the French, determined to throw off the maſk z ac- 
cordingly a declaration of war with that nation was publiſhed 
in London on the 18th, and on the gth of June war with _ 
England was proclaimed at Paris. The ſtate of the navy of 
| Britain and of France, at this period, _ reader will * in 
the Appendix, Ne V. and VI. 8 
One principal deſign of this hiſtory: being to inc the 
names of ſuch naval commanders, as, by their gallant actions, 
deſerye to be recorded in the annals of Britain, I cannot omit 
an engagement which happened on the 17th of May off Roch- 
fort, between the Colcheſter of 50 guns, commanded by Cap- 
tain Obrian, and the Lime of 20 guns, with the Aquilon of 
* WT 4 guns, M. de Maurville, and the Fidelle of 36 guns, M. de 
mitting Litardais. They were within gun- lot about fix in the evening, 
in con- and ſoon came to ſo clofe an engagement, that the forefail of 
t at al the Lime was ſet on fire by the wads of the Fidelle, againſt 
of that whom, notwithſtanding the great inequality of ſtrength, ſhe 
oath of maintained a glorious conteſt upwards of five hours; when the 
zouſe of Fidele — firing * of diſtreſs, and the Lime was ſo: 
Mm {2 N chattered 
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A. D. ſhattered as to be totally incapable of making any fait acheid: 
1756. The Colcheſter and the Aquilon fought with equal intrepidity 
till paſt midnight, and then parted with mutual honour and fi- 
tisfaction. Previous to this action, the Warwick of 60 guns, 
Captain Shuldham, off Martinico, falling in with three French 
men of war, was taken after an obſtinate running fight, in 
which ſhe loſt her captain and a conſiderable number of men. 
Oiur fleet in North America was, during this year, not totally 
inactive. A French man of war of $o guns, called L' Are en- 
ciel, with troops and military ſtores for Louiſbourg, was taken 
off that port by the Norwich and Litchfield, both 50 gun ſhips, 
belonging to Admiral Spry's ſquadron: © On the 26th of July, 

off the harbour of Louiſbourg, Commodore Holmes on board 

the Grafton, with the Nottingham, and the Hornet and Ja. 
maica floops, fell in with two French men of war, Le Hero 

IL 'Illuſtre, and two frigates; which were returning from Canada. 
The enemy being to windward, Commodore Holmes ſtood to- 
wards them, as near the wind as he could ly, The French 
ſquadron bore down upon him till within about two leagues di- 
ſtance, when the Engliſh tacked with a deſign to cut the enemy 
off from the port of Louifbourg; but they hauled in for it; 
and came to an anchor about noon. Commodore Holmes pur- 
nech then to thin # league of the harbour, where he laid to 
till four in the afternoon, and then made fail to the eaſtward. 

As ſoon as it was dark, he deſpatched the Hornet ſſoop to Ha. 
lifax, to requeſt a reinforcement, being much inferior to the 

- _ enemy« At eight next morning, the four French ſhips above 
mentioned weighed anchor, ſailed out of the harbour, and 
gave him chafe. The Engliſh ſhips ſtood from the enemy at 
firſt, and fought them for ſome time with their ſtern chaſe only; 
but the Grafton at length hauled up her courſers, bunted her 
main-ſail, and bore down upon the French commodore, who 
was alſo attacked by the Nottingham. Ullluſtre was prevented 
from aſſiſting his partner, by a ſudden calm; but, a breeze 
ſpringing up ſoon after, the French were again united about 
even in the evening. At duſk the battle ended, and the tuo 
ſquadrons ſeparated. According to the French account of thi 
engagement, the two Engliſh ſhips ſheered off when they fav 
the Illuſtre coming up; and next morning Monſ. Beauſier, the 
| - COmMmoeore 
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commodore, finding the Engliſh at too great a diſtance, return- A. D. 
ed to Louiſbourg, with the loſs of eighteen men killed, and 1756. 
forty-eight wounded. The Engliſh account, on the contrary, 
aſſures us, that, before it grew dark, the French ſheered off, 
and next morning prevented a renewal of the action, by bear. 
ing away right before the wind for Louiſbourg. The Hero was 
conſiderably injured. The Galen had a1 men killed and 
| twenty-one wounded. f 
Spain, at this time, affected to entertain ſenlwenis of ſincere 
friendſhip towards England, and declared herſelf determined to 
maintain the ſtricteſt neutrality : nevertheleſs, ſhe had ſo con- 
| tinued to augment her navy, that ſhe had now forty-ſix ſhips 
ue line and twenty-two frigates almoſt fit for ſervice. Not- 
ſtanding the pacific declarations of the Spaniſh miniſtry, 
they were certainly determined, as ſoon as they were ready, if 
not to break with England, at leaſt to try her patience to the 
| utmoſt. Their guarda-coſtas began again to inſult our trade in 
the Weſt-Indies, and private orders were ſent to prevent our 
cutting logwood in the bay of Honduras. But theſe inſults 
being inſufficient to provoke the Britiſh miniſtry, the haughty 
Spaniard reſolved to ſeize the firſt opportunity of inſulting us 
nearer home. A French privateer, having taken an Engliſh 
veſſel on the coaſt of France, brought her to an anchor under 
the guns of Algezirg, a Spaniſh fort in the bay of Gibraltar. 
Sir Edward Hawke, whoſe ſquadron was at this time riding in 
the bay, and Lord Tyrawley governor of Gibraltar, immediately 
ſent to demand the reſtitution of the prize, which the gover- 
nor of Algezire poſitively refuſed. The Engliſh officer whoa 
carried this demand, being attended with a number of armed 
| boats, with orders to cut the ſhip out and to bring her off at all 
events, proceeded to execute his orders, and carried his point; 
but the caſtle gave him ſo warm a reception, that above a hun- 
dred of his men were either killed or wounded. The court of 
Spain approved of the governor's conduct, and pretended to be 
violently offended with that of Sir Edward Hawke. England 
bore this outrage with Chriſtian patience; and the en 35 
it made was ſoon obliterated by a greater. els : 
Human nature, collected into ſtates and kingdoms, 1s Rf 2 "HP | 
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A. D. are generally governed. The man who wants ſpirit to reſent 
1756. the firſt” affront, muſt ſoon expect a ſecond: fo it is with na. 
tions. The Antigallican, an Engliſh private ſhip of war, of 
thirty carriage and ſixteen ſwivel guns, commanded by Captain 
illiam Foſter, cruizing in the bay of Biſcay, fell in with Le 

Duc de Penthievre, a French Eaſt-Indiaman, on the 26th of 

er, about ſeven leagues from Ferrol. The Indiaman, 
mounting fifty guns, being to windward, bore down upon the 
Antigallican, and fired a gun to bring her to. She ther hoiſt- 
ed her oolours.. The Frenchman fired a broaglſide, and half 
another, with conſiderable effect, before the Antigallican re. 
turned the compliment. A cloſe engagement enſued, and con- 
tinued three hours, When the Indiaman ſtruck, her captain and 
twelve men being killed, and her ſecond captain and twenty- 
ſeven men wounded, They were, at this time, five leagues 
and a half diſtant from the light-houſe at Corunna. Captain 
Foſter attempted to carry his prize into Liſbon; but, finding it 
impoſſible to make that port, he bore away for Cadiz, where, 
as ſoon as he came to an anchor, the officers. of the Indiaman 
depoſed upon oath, that their ſhip was in all reſpects a legil 
prize. Nevertheleſs, incredible as it may ſeem, it was not long 
before orders were fent from Madrid, to the governor of Cadiz, 
to detain both the ſhips, under pretence that the Indiaman was 
taken ſo near a Spaniſh fort, as to be within the diſtance pre- 
ſcribed by the law of nations: a palpable falſhood f The Spa- 
niards pretended to inſtitute a legal inquiry; but their proceed. 
ings were a difgrace to all law and equity. Sir Benjamin Keene 
at Madrid, and Mr. Goldſworth, the Engliſh: conſul at Cadiz, 
in vain remonſtrated. Phe court of Spain ſent a poſitive order 
for the prize to be delivered to the French conſul, and the go- 
vernor of Cadiz, or Captain Foſter's refuſing to ſtrike the Eng- 
liſh colours, ſent a ſixty-gun ſhip and a thirty-gun frigate to 
reduce the Penthievre to obedience by force. They continued | 
firing upon her near two hours without a ſingle ſhot being te- 
turned. They ſhot away his enſign, killed the ſailor who ws 
ſent to ſtrike his pendent, and wounded ſeven of his men. 
When the Spaniſh « commodore had thus amuſed himſelf as long 
as he thought fit, Captain Foſter was told that he was not 1 


nts and ſuffered to go on ſhore, and was afterwards told 
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by the governor, * he had no farther commands for him: A. D. 
nevertheleſs, he was next morning dragged to priſon, and his 1756. 


a- 

p crew, after being robbed and abuſed by the Spanith ſoldiers, 
tain were thrown into a loathſome dungeon, where they muſt me- 

1 Le vitably have periſhed of hunger, but for the humanity of the 
h of Britiſh conſul. Theſe Unhappy men were not releaſed till the 
nan, 5th of March. 

the It is as painful to the Britiſh hiſtorian as to the Britich reader 
0iſt. to contemplate the inſolent cruelty and injuſtice of Spain, in this 
has and the preceding example. In ſome periods of our hiſtory, 
n re. not a nation under heaven would have dared thus to provoke 
con- the growling lion. If this had happened i in the reign of Eliſa- 
1 and beth, or during Cromwell's uſurpation, Cadiz would have been 
enty- }aid in aſhes in leſs than a month. But the political ſyſtem of 
-agues the Britiſh miniſtry prompted them rather to ſubmit to any in- 


dn aut, than riſk a Spaniſh war, The people of England grew 
W ciatisfied. Braddock's defeat, the reduction of Oſwego and 
rhere, other forts in America; the loſs of Minorca, and the abſurd 
jaman diſpoſition and employment of the navy, convinced them, that 
leg he miniſtry were une qual to the importance of their ſeveral 
t long offices. The nation became clamorous, and the king at laſt 


Cadiz, conſented to a partial change in the adminiſtration. Mr. Pitt 

an Was was appointed ſecretary of ſtate for the ſouthern department, 

ce pre- and Mr. Legge nominated chancellor of the exchequer. 

e Spa- | The people in general were extremely delighted with this 17 57 


roceed- change of men, in full "confidence that a change of meaſures 


Keene would follow; but too much of the old leaven ſtill remained, 
Cadiz, to ſuffer the ful exertion of heroic patriotiſm. "Theſe new mi- 
e order niſters began to act upon principles ſo diametrically oppoſite to ; 
the g0- thoſe of their colleagues in adminiſtration, that they were hard- 


ne Ing · WM ly ſeated in their places before it was determined to remove 
gate to il them. They were repreſented to the king as two obſtinate, 
otinued I ay ward ſervants of the people, rather than of the crown, and 
eing re- totally ignorant of that political ſyſtem by which Hanover could 
ho wa poſſibly be preſerved, This artful appeal to his majeſty's natu- 
is men. ral actections produced the defired effect. On the 5th of April 
f as long | Mr. Pitt“, * the king's commands was Gene os office of 
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A. D. ſotretary of ſtate, and Mr. Legge, having alſo refigned, * 
1757. ſucceeded by Lord Mansfield in the office of chancellor of 
the exchequer. This ſudden diſmiſſion of the two Popular 
miniſters ſurprized and alarmed the nation, and, inſtead of 
diſgracing them with the people, added infinitely to their po. 
pularity. Many of the principal cities in England complimented 
them with their freedom in gold boxes, and the whole nation 
became at laſt ſo clamorous, that it was ſoon thought adviſable 
to ſolicit their re-acceptance of the places from which they had 
been ſo lately diſmiſſed. Mr, Pitt reſumed his office of ſecrets. 
ry of {tate for the ſouthern department on the 29th of June, 
and Mr. Legge that of chancellor of the exchequer a few days 
after. From this time Mr. Pitt became prime miniſter, though 
the principal perſons who compoſed the late adminiſtration re. 
mained in office. The duke of Newcaſtle was appointed firſ 
lord of the treaſury, Mr. Fox paymaſter-general of the army, 
and Lord Anſon firſt lord of the admiralty. | 
| The firſt expedition in which the navy bore a part, after Mr. 
I, "Pitt's reſtoration, was. that againſt Rochfort on the coaſt of 
„ Pran This miniſter conceived, that the moſt effectual means 
of topping the progreſs of the French armies in Germany, 
was, by ravaging their coaſt, to call their attention to the ſecu- 
rity of their own dominions. Rochfort became the firſt object 
of his attention in conſequence of certain intelligence which he 
had received from a Captain Clerk, who informed him, that, 
returning from Gibraltar in the year 1744, he viſited Rochfort. 
with a deſign to make himſelf acquainted with its ſtrength, 
in caſe of a war with France, and that he found its fortifica 
tions in ſo ruinous a ſtate, that the town might be eaſily taken 
by a coup de main; preſuming that it remained in the ſame fitu- 
ation, becauſe the fortifications had not been repaired during 
the two laſt wars with England. Captain Clerk's information 
was afterwards laid before the cabinet, and Tierry, a French 
pilot, was cloſely examined, concerning the hg of 
banding: and protecting the troops, 
The miniftry being now perfectly ſatisfied, as to the feaſibil 
ty and importance of the enterprize, a formidable fleet was im. 
mediately ordered to Spithead, and ten regiments of foot en- 


compa: on the Iſle of Wight. Sir John Mordaunt, knight of 
the 
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the Bath, commanded the troops, and Sir Edward Hawke the A. D. 
fleet of men of war ordered for this ſervice. The deſtination 1 7577 


of this formidable armament remained a profound ſecret for 
ſome time; it was, however, at laſt, generally underſtood to 


be intended againſt ſome part of the coaſt of France. Mr. Pitt, 
perfectly ſenſible of the neceſſity of proceeding with all poſſible 


expedition, repeatedly urged the departure of the fleet; but, 
either by ſome unaccountable fatality, or by the ne in- 
fluence of men who would damn their country to thwart the 
meaſures of an envied miniſter, the tranſports did not arrive at 
St. Helen's till the Ath of September. The troops were em- 
barked with all poſſfible expedition, and the fleet got under ſail 


on the 8th. This entire armament conſiſted of ſixteen ſhips of 


the line, ſeven frigates, two bomb-ketches, two ſire-ſhips, two | 
buſſes, one JOEY a, and fifty-five CO beſides the 


4 


200 gung, 


| Viz. Royal 83 z Captain Ruckle, | 
| Ramillies, (Adm. Hawke), "Hobbs; ---- 80 
Neptune, Galbraitb, 90 
Namur, : Dennis, 
Royal William, Taylor, 
Barfleur, | Graves, 
Princeſs Amelia, Colby, 

8 Magnanime, Howe, 
vary N Keppel, 
Dublin, . | Lodney, * 

| Burford, Young, 
Alcide, Douglas, 
America, ; Byron, 
Achilles, FX Barrington, 
> Medway, _ Proby, 
Dunk, Digby, 
Frigate Southampton, \ Gilchriſt, 
Coventry, Serope, 
Cormorant, Clive, 
Poſtilllon, : >. Cooper, 
Beaver, | . Calles 
Pelican, O' Hara, 
„ een, Inglis, 
Bimp Firedrake, Edwards, 
. Infernal, Kenzie, 5 
Fireſbip Pluto, F 

- -- Proferpine,... * Banks, 

BYſs Canterbury, Lampriere, 


- 


NAVAL AIS TOALT 


1 D. Jaſon, a forty- gun ſhip, i in the capacity of a tranſport, and the 
1757. Cheſterfield man of war for the purpoſe of repeating ſignals. On 
board of this fleet were ten regiments of foot, two regiments of 
marines, ſixty light-horſe, and a formidable train of artillery, 
The admirals under Sir Edward Hawke were Knowles and 
Broderick, and under Sir John Mordaunt were the Generals 
Conway and Cornwallis. 
This fleet ſailed from St. Helen's with a Fair wind; and bore | 
away to the weſtward. The troops on board were = 
norant of their deſtination till the 15th, when the orders iſſued 
by Sir John Mordaunt relative to the nature of the ſervice on 
which they were ſent, put the matter out of doubt. They ſtood 
into the bay of Biſcay, and on the 20th made the iſle of Oleron, 
Sir Edward Hawke ſent immediate orders for Admiral Knowles 
to proceed with his diviſion to Baſque road, and to attack the 
fort on the iſle of Aix; but the execution of this order, though 
_ poſitive, was ſuſpended by a very extraordinary accident. Ad- 
miral Knowles, as ſoon as he received theſe orders, made fail 
with his diviſion, and prepared his ſhips for action; but he had 
ſcarce taken leave of Sir Edward Hawke, before a French man 
of war was obſerved ſtanding in towards the centre of the Eng- 
liſh fleet. When this ſingular phenomenon appeared e, Admiral 
Knowles was ſo deeply engaged in the important occupation of | 
exhibiting the entertaining ſpectacle of a clear ſhip between 
decks to General Conway, that he could not poſſibly attend to 
the firſt information brought by his lieutenant. However, | in 
conſequence of a ſecond meſſage, the admiral came upon deck, 
and, with his ſpy-glaſs, diſcovered this ſtrange fail to be a two- 
_ decked ſhip. Admiral Knowles recollecting that he was ſent 
on a different ſervice, but not recollecting the comparative im- 
portance of that ſervice, was in doubt whether he ſhould make 
a ſignal for any of his diviſion to chace. During this heſitation 
the French ſhip diſcovered. her miſtake, tacked and bore awaf 
with all the fail ſhe could crowd. The admiral continued ſtil 
to doubt, and doubted fo long, that all poſſibility of coming up 
with her before night vaniſhed. At laſt, however, Admiral 

5 Knowles ordered the Magpanime and the 1 an to ire chunt 
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They chaſed as Kip as they could ſee their object, and next A. B 
morning rejoined the fleet. 9 
On the 2rſt Admiral Knowles, with the divifior under his 
command, made fail towards the land; but the weather proving, 
hazy, the pilots refufed to carry the fleet in. This evening the 
troops were in full expectation of landing; but about ſeven 
o'clock the ſhips tacked, and came te an anchor near the Iſle 
of Rhes. On the 22d the fleet entered the bay called the Road 
of Bafque, between the iſlands of Rhee and Oleron, and there 
remained at anchor during the night. About eight next morn- 
| ing, Admiral Knowles in the Neptune, with the Magnanime, 
the Barfleur, America, Alcide, Burford, and Royal William, 
made fail towards Aix, a fmall ifland in the mouth of the river 
leading up to Rochfort. Captain Howe in the Magnanime led 
the van. At half paſt twelve, the fort upon the iſland began 5 
2ugh to fire upon him, and his people ſoon grew impatient to return 
Ad- the compliment. But he continned to advance with the utmoſt 
e fail zompoſure, without firing a fingle ſhot, continually urging his 
C had pilot to lay the ſhip as clofe to the fort as poſſible. The mo- 
man ment he came abreaſt of the battery, he let go his anchors, ank 
Eng- fired a broadſide, which drove moſt of the Frenchmen from 
Imiral their guns. From this time the fire from the battery gradually 
ion of ceaſed. It was, however, near an hour before ſhe ä f 
tween colours. That this ifland fhould prove fo eaſy a conqueſt wilt j 
end to WW not appear ſurprifing, when the reader is informed, that the 
ver, in battery ſo furiouſſy attacked by the Magnanime conſiſted of no 
1 deck, more than fix iron cannons, mounted en barbet; ſo that the 
a two - ngunners were ſo entirely expoſed, that captain (now Eord) Howe 
vas ſent might have taken the fort in his long-boat. There were in- 
tive im- deed near. thirty pieces of cannon upon the iſland; but the fix 
Id make above-mentioned were all that were brought to bear upon the „ 
eſitation e hips. The fortifications of Aix were planned by the great 5 93 
Ire awaf Vauban; but the execution of that” plan had been fo totally * 
med ſtil neglethed, that the iſland | was, a this tlie, I defence- 
ming vp Kl. 5 
Admiral FD as the French ele were ſtruck, an n Englith regi- 
ve chace ment landed and took poſſeffion of the important conqueſt. 

eis an iſland about five or fix miles in circumference, entire- 
aq Y cov ered with vines, which yield a meagre wine, the common 

| beverage” 
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1 NAVAL HISTORY 
. D. 33 of the country. The garriſon conſiſted of about fin 
17 57- hundred men, part ſoldiers and part ſailors, moſt of which had 
been landed from the continent on the day preceding the attack, 
and were now made priſoners of war. As to the behaviou | 
of the Engliſh regiment which took poſſeſſion of the fort, 1 wil 
tell it in the language of a writer who ſerved as a volunteer on 
this expeditionf,—# I wiſh,” ſays the author, © I could with 
truth report, that our people behaved with the moderation 
„they ought to have done: and I am ſorry, for the credi 
e of our diſcipline, that the ſevere- orders iſſued by the gene. 
4 ral were not as ſeverely executed. Bath our ſoldiers and 
* ſailors were ſuffered to get abominably drunk, and; in con. 
2 « ſequence of that, cruelly to inſult the poor ſufferers. This | 
m little iſland became, in a very few hours, a moſt ſhocking 
« ſcene of devaſtation z even the church was ſuffered to be pil. 
=” laged, the poor prieſt robbed of his little library, and his 
ec robes became a maſquerading habit to the drunken tars," 
Such behaviour is not ſurpriſing in aclaſs of men who act with- 
out reflection, and in whom reflection would be a misfortune | 
to themſelves and to their country; but that ſuch condudt 
ſhould have been ſuffered by their ſuperiors, is wonderful in. 
deed That men fluſhed with wine and victory are with diff. 
culty reſtrained, 1 readily acknowledge; but the difficulty of | 
preventing a crime, which admits of no Fe is a * 
feeble apology. 1 I 
| The conqueſt of the iſle of Aixs, com os litlei cs | 
conſidered as an omen of ſucceſs, gave vaſt ſpirits to the whole 
fleet, and inſpired the troops with ſuch ardour, that, if they 
had been immediately landed on the continent, they would pro- 
bably have ſucceeded in any poſſible attempt. Five days from 
this period were ſpent in ſounding the depth of water, in pri- 
dential deliberations and ſage councils of war; ſo that eight 
days were now elapſed ſince the firſt appearance of the fleet on 
the coaſt of France, during which time, we may rationally ſup⸗ 
To poſe, that the enemy had made no inconſiderable progreſs | in 
preparing for a vigorous defence. But before we proceed to 
the concluſion of this grand expedition, it is pains to relate, 


ka kj My 2 


N Hane account of the late expedition, p- 40 30 ni. 0 
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fore 1 che tranſaQtions of the five days from the ta- A. D. 


king of the iſle an,. 8 | 42757 
On the 23d, in the afternoon, inicvediady after the glorious | 
conqueſt of -that important fortreſs, Sir Edward Hawke ſent 
Admiral Broderick, with Captains Dennis, Douglas, and Buckle, 
to reconnoitre and ſound the coaſt; in order to find a proper 
place for landing the troops which were intended to deſtroy the 
ſhipping, docks, and naval ſtores at Rochfort. Theſe gentle- 
men; having ſpent the remainder of that day, and the follow- 
ing night, in'the laboripus execution of their commiſſion, re- 
turned to the fleet abdut four i in the evening of the 24th, and 
reported, that from Angolin to Chataillon there was a hard 
indy beech; alſo à ſmall bay farther to the eaſtward, at either 
of which places troops might be conveniently landed; and that 
there was ſufficient depth of water and clear ground for the 
tranſports to anchor at the diſtance of a mile and a half from the © 
ſhore. They alſo reported; that on the ſouth fide of the bay 
there was a ſquire fort, on the north-weſt ſide of which were 
nine embrazures, and two on the north-eaſt. This fort had 
been previouſly reconnoitred by Colonel Wolfe, who was of 
opinion, that it might eaſily be ſilenced by a ſingle ſhip, or, at 
leaſt, ſo engaged; that the troops might land on each fide of i it 
with very little interruption. The pilot of the Magnanime made 
no doubt of carrying his ſhip neat enough to batter the fort! 
From. theſe ſeveral reports Sir Edward Hawke and Sir John 
Mordaunt ſeemed determined to proceed to the execution of 
Colonel Wolfe's plan: But this reſolution was afterwards ſtag - 
gered by General Conway, who, after a tedious examination a 
ſeyeral priſoners from the iſle of Aix, reported that, according 
to the information of theſe priſoners; the attempt againſt Roch 
fort would be attended with danger and difficulty ® This ſuſ- 
picious information determined the two commanders to have 
recourſe to that bane of our national glory, a council of war, 
If Wolfe had conimanded theſe brave troops, would he, on 
this occaſion;. have called a council of war? The report . 
priſoners ought not to be entirely diſregarded ; but a wiſe gene- 
ral, or admiral, will Aae to their information with u the utmoſt : 


| , Eatick, vol, n. P. 31 
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A. D. ſuſpicion. - Be this as it may, if theſe priſoners produced the ; 
27 57+ council of war, they ought to have been amply rewarded by 


'7:3 20h boats. ; 


the king of France as the ſaviours of Rochfort. 
'The members of 'this memorable council were, Sir Edward 


_ Hawke, Sir John Mordaunt, Admiral Knowles, General Con. 
way, Admiral Broderick, General Cornwallis, Captain Rodney, 
Colonel Howard. They met on the 25th, on board the Neptune, 


and, after mature deliberation, determined unanimouſly, that 
an attempt upon Rochfort was neither adviſable nor practical 
That it was unadviſable, if impractieable, no body will preſume 
to doubt. Nevertheleſs, Admiral Knowles was ſent next morn- 


ing with two. bomb-ketches and other ſmall veflels to bombard 


the fort, and to ſound the entrance into the river Charante; 


who on his return reported, that one of the bombs ran a 
ground, and that the Coventry. touched five times in attempt- 
ing to protect her from two French row-gallies. This report 


by Admiral Knowles can no otherwiſe be reconciled with that 


of the officers firlt employed in ſounding, and with the evidence 
of the pilot of the Magnanime, than by ſuppoſing that the 
Freuch pilots, now employed, choſe to ſacrifice their reputation 
as pilots to the ſafety of their country. But, not withſtanding 
this report, orders were iſſued that night for the troops to hold 


themſelves in readineſs to land next morning; yet that day pa- 


ſied in perfect inactivity. However, another council of war, 
; conſiſting of the ſame members, being called, it was now uns 


nimouſly reſolved, that it 29 adviſable to land the troops. 
In conſequence of this reſolution, on the 28th in the ale. 
Moon; the Ramillies hoiſted a ſignal for the commanders of re- 


giments to come on board, and at eight the ſame evening orders 
were iſſued i for the e, to enn for W in the nigbt. 


Knee 


I 


(( 3 | Ramillies Sept. 28. 
% The troops are fo be ready to g from che tranſports 1 into the bhats at twelt 


© gf clock at night; a number of men of war's boats will de appointed to een 
- +. regiment, under the command of a lieutenant z theſe, with the tranſport bots 


6s (wi ho are to be wider the dirc&tion of a lieutenant of foot), are to receive te. 
« grenadiers, the piquet companies, one, two, or more, as the boats eap contin 
« them; the commantter of every regiment. Hats with the firſt * men „ 
1c amounts to three companies. 
Part ienlar este to be taken that the foldiers 105 not too much cone in the 
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Twelve bundred: men were accordingly crowded into boats, in A. D. 
full expectation of a fignal at midnight to put off. Indeed ſuch 1787. 

was the alacrity of the troops on this occaſion, and ſuch their 
eagerneſs to land, that the boats were filled an hour before-the 
time. In this ſituation they remained, the boats beating againſt . 
each other, for it þlew rather freſh, till about three in the 
morning; when, inſtead of a ſignal to put off, a laconic order 

tame for the 1 to return ta their 91g tranſports* 


i, 


10 The « crews of the boats that's row. the mn, 3 are to be 3-9 
*« cxmpoſed of ſoldiers, who are to return to the corps after the firit landing, 
« and row backwards and forwards till the whole diſembarkation is completed, 
** and till the proviſions, tents, haggogs, 66. ate landed, ae to the orders 
* of the 15th. 
“When the firſt part of every regiment is embarked. "tf is to proceed "TY ; 
* aud quietly to. the place of rendezvous appointed for the diviſion, and thee 
4 the whole diviſion receiye their orders from a FG of. liert a — 
$6 orders they are in every particular ſtrictly to obey. N x11 
* The troops have had a great example before their e eyes and hea ger 55 is 5 
0 confident that they will endesvour to imitate the coolneſs and e va 5 
# Jour that appeared in the attack of the ile of Alz. | | 


on 10 No fold i 10 bre From the ben on vny aopgunt, hut to way for the mo- 
ng © ment to join the enemy wirh their bayonets. 
14 8 Eight mantlets per regiment will be diſtributed, and the COLIN olficere 


*« will diſpoſe of them, ſo as to cover * nn N . towers N 8 A 
* muſquetry, in caſe it be ngceſſar x. . . 
The troops are to land aur. and in the del order the nature ect the « ing 
allows of. 
* The companies, to form, and be ready to attack decker appetts, before 
„ wen wy ix RAE AG F401 , 
The chief engineer, the quarter maſter-general, Fas his Arber are to 10 5 
on ſhore with the firſt body that lands, | 
All the intrenching rows are WM landed bo eld ale the ie Geond em. 5 
| © batkation. 
„Mr. Boyd, the dts of the PT is e carry orders to 
© the chief enginger, captain of the artillery, and every Werghel. the 21. f 
** nance, and is to be obeyed. | 
Fach regiment to fend a return alt of the nber of tents they | 
have remaining hay the ach a tent for e 1 as een on the 
„ ch. * TS 


dong, Colonel Kingſly to be 3 to 3 with 2 n upon pu — 
ene 4% with two held-officers, ae Farquhar, and e * ilar , . 
inn (6 Boothhy. ores | » 2 2 * - ; 
„ir « The regiments are each of Hive: to receive from the deg ar the ord- | 
| © nance, tep hure ee, and to ſend Lor hem ee Ä 
N 2 35 This | 
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A. D. This order was obeyed, but not without. a general, mprmur of 
1757. diſſatisfaction. 


If the reader be e d with the real hiſtory of this 


| expedition, he will doubtleſs be at a loſs on what martial princi- 
ple to account for all theſe apparent dilatory, irreſolute, incon- 


gruous, and even contradictory proceedings: in juſtice, therefore, 
to the commanders on each element, 1 will endeavour to deve. 
lope the motives by which they were influenced in their various 
reſolutions, and, if poſſible, to point out the ſeveral cauſes to 


which the miſcarriage of this enterprize is to be attributed. 


"Thoſe who are acquainted with the hiſtory of Great Britain, | 


muſt: recollect many inſtances of our nayal expeditions having 
failed for want of alacrity in the preparation. It requires very 
little nautical knowledge or experience to conceive, that the ſuc- 
ceſs of naval enterprizes dependy almoſt entirely upon the pro- 
per ſeaſon of the year. This diverſion on the coaſt of France 
ſeems to have been firſt ſuggeſted by the king of Pruſſia and the 


duke of Cumberland, who were at this time overpowered by 
numerous French armies in Germany.” Mr. Pitt adopted their 
idea, becauſe he thought it rational; but he was principally | in- 
fluenced by the proſpect of giving k mortal ſtab to the naval 


power of France, in the deſtrudion of Rochfort. Wben be 


firſt determined to carry this project into execution, there ap- 


peared to be time ſufficient. The troops, and the fleet of men 
of war, were aſſembled early in the month of Auguſt, and their 


not failing till the 8th of September was entirely owing to the. 


miſconduct of the contractors for the tranſports; ſo much is it 
in the power of little beings to fruſtrate the deſigns of the wiſel; | 


of the buman ſpecies! ! > 
That the fleet did not make hb ile of Oleron till the 20th, 


Was chiefly owing to contrary winds ; but, from the above nar- 
rative, it is evident that they might, with great eaſe, have anchor- 


ed in Baſque road next morning; that the remainder of that day 
would have been ſufficient for reconnoitring the coaſt, and that 
the troops might have been in poſſeſſion of Rochfort on the 
evening of the 22d. The attack upon the iſle of Aix was z 
mere waſte of time, nor would the taking of Fort Fouras have 


anſwered any better purpoſe; becauſe neither of theſe forts were 
tb Gtuated as to prevent. the landing of the e wenn or impede 


their | 


i 
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pears, that the firſt and principal object of the expeditibn was 
to deſtroy the docks, magazines, arſenals and ſhipping at Roch- 
fort. This was to be effected by ſurpriſe, or coup de main ; 
tRerefore every hour of unneceſſary delay was a fault, as it not 
only gave the enemy time to recover from the conſternation into 
which the appearance af ſuch an armament muſt have thrown 
| them, but alſo gave them time to collect or RAPS 1 = | 
ſtrength to their fortifications. 
We have ſeen above, from the report of Admiral Broderick, | 


2 - > F = 6 5 


y half of a firm beach, where the troops might have landed with- 

(= out the leaſt moleſtation from any fort or battery. Why were 
0+ not the tranſports, immediately upon this report, ordered to 

ce that ſtation, and the army landed upon the beach? If the tranſ. 
he ports had been thus ſituated, the entire diſembarkation would 
by have been effected in the ſpace of a few hours, and the firſt 

eir diviſion landed would have been ſupported by the ſecond in leſs 
in. than an hour. This ſeems to have been an obvious, eaſy, and 

val rational method of proceeding, and probably would have been 
he purſued, but for General Conway's interrogation' of the French 
ap- priſoners which were taken on the iſle of Aix. The report of 
nen theſe priſoners produced a council of war, and that council, on 
geit the information of theſe and other Frenchmen, were perſuaded 
the that, if rhe troops ſhould land on the continent, they would 
is it certainly all be drowned, for that, by opening certain fluices, 
iſeſt the whole country might be laid under water. With theſe ter- 

5 rible apprehenſions, the council unanimouſly determined, that 
oth, any attempt upon Rochfort was neither adviſable nor pracicable. 
nar= For this determination ſome reaſons were afſignedz but it may 
hor- be ſomewhat difficult to find any reaſon for an apparent contra» 

; day ry determination at their next meeting, eſpecially when we con- 
that lider, that the report of Admiral Knowles, ſubſequent to the 
the firſt council, tended rather to increaſe than diminiſh the horrible 
vas 2 chimeras which guarded the coaſt of France. But it is neceſ- 
have | far y to obſerve, that this ſecond reſolution means nothing more 


1 vide Appendix, No VIT. 1 


their TING to Rochfort, or render their retreat leſs PIER A. D 
By the king's private inſtructions to Sir John Mordaunt *, it ap- 17 57, 


that the tranſports might ſafely ride at anchor within a mile and a | 


A. D. than an att 
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of attempting Rochfort was entirely relinquiſhed. | 

We have feen above, that, in conſequence of the ee 
of the council of war of the 28th, the troops were ordered to 
land the ſame night, and that, after remaining four hours in the 
boats, they were ordered to return to their ſhips. The only 
reaſon that can be affigned for this counter- order is, that, after 
the firſt order had been iſſued, and in part executed, the com. 


manders diſcovered the abfufdity of attempting to land a nume. 


rous army from ſhips which were at the diſtance of two leagues 
from the ſhore." It is alſo probable that they now recolle& 
ed, that, at this time, they had no motive, no object, which 


could either diſtreſs the enemy or ſerve their country in the 


ſmalleſt degree. We find, in the fourth article of the king's 
private inſtructions to Sir John Mordaunt i, that Mr. Pitt's plan 
extended to other towns on the coaſt of France, particularly 
. L'Orient and Bourdęaux; but we fee in the following article of 


theſe inſtructions, that the end of September was fixed for the 


return of the fleet. Nevertheleſs, leſt a ſcrupulous obedience 
to theſe orders might fruſtrate the intent of the expedition, Mr, 
Pitt, on the 15th of September, wrote to Sir Edward Hawke 


and to Sir John Mordaunt, informing them, that bis majeſly's | 


commands were to continue upon the-coaſt of France as many 


more days as might be negceffary to the b CO of ” 


operation in which they were engaged, 


Having thus endeavoured to give the aq a clue which may | 


enable him to paſs through this labyrinth of delays and councils, 
to the ſeveral apparent cauſes of our diſappointment; I will now 


preſume to aflign the real cauſe, The very able and patriotic | 


miniſter who planned this admirable enterprize, notwithſtanding 
his ſuperior ſagacity, was miſtaken in the character of Sir John 


Mordaunt, of General Conway, and of General Cornwallis. | 


In military knowledge and perſonal courage they were by nq 
means deficient ; but there was in them all a want of that con- 
ſtitutional ſpirit of enterprize, that impetuoſity of reſolution, 


dordering upon OR without whigh an eee of this | 


5 Appendix, No VII. 


pon Fort Fouras, if it had any preciſe. obje 
1757- farther than that of mere bravado; for, at this time, every idez 
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nature will never ſucceed. If the miniſter himſelf, or r any. ge- A. D. 
neral of equal conſtitutional heroiſm, had commanded this ar- 1757. 
my, Rochfort would have been deſtroyed in twenty-four * 
after the fleet came to an anchor on the coaſt of France. 
We now reſume the thread of our narrative. Sir Edward 
Hawke, at length diſguſted with the irreſolute proceedings of 
the army, on the 2gth'of September, informed Sir John Mor- 
gaunt, by letter, that if he had nothing farther to propoſe, he 
intended to proceed with the fleet to England. The land offis - 
cers approved his reſolution, and, on the, firſt of October, ths 
fleet ſailed with a fair wind for England, and came to an anchor | 
at Spithead onthe fixth of the ſame month. , CAR 92 5 
The peoph of f England were exceedingly Mick: ada e 9 
diſlatisfied at this inglorious return of ſuch a fleet and ſuch an e 
army. But no man in the kingdom had ſo much reaſon to be 9 
dilpleaſed as the miniſter himſelf. He now plainly perceived 
that he had miſtaken his generals, and, to ſatisfy the people, 
conſented to an inquiry into their conduct. Accordingly, a 
board of inquiry was appointed, conſiſting of the duke f 
Marlborough, Lord George Sackville, and General Waldegrave. 
Theſe gentlemen, after much examination, deliberation, and re- 
flection, preſented to the king ſo vague, ſo unſatisfactory, ſo 
filly a report, that it was afterwards thought neceſſary Bang 
Sir John Mordaunt to a formal trial by a court-martial. But 
before we enn to ſpenk of that court-martial, it is impoffi- BE, Os 
ble to avoid taking ſome farther notice of this court of inquiry, 
the firſt article of whoſe report to the king was, that—« The 
« not attacking Fort Fouras by ſea, at the ſame time that it 
« would have been attacked by land, was one cauſe why the 
« expedition failed. That is, the expedition failed, becauſe 
ſomething was not done in conjunction with ſomething which 
was never attempted. The ſecond arfitle of their report was— 
« That the council of war of the 28th was not juſtifiable in the 
« reſolttion not to make an attack upon Rochfort, becauſe they 
a afterwards reſolved to attack Fort Fouras.” Their third article 
ot report was, „ That the expedition failed; becauſe the fleet re- 
turned to England nen any previous regular meeting of 
* the council of war.“ If the three members of this board of 
nquiry had been well informed. as to the firuation of Rochfort, 


9s 


_ — — — N 
— — — ˙——— — — — — —— — 4-4 * IU Res 
5 F 


104 


A, D. Aix, and Fouras, they * have: e thät the fil 
1757. ought to have been attacked without any attention to either gf 


Ny its natural attendant. Admiral Watſon ſailed from Bombay on 


led, and about thirty men wounded. Ninety-one pieces of can. 


miral were alſo acquitted by tlie general voice of the people; { 
that this grand expedition miſcarried without a cauſe: 


ment of the Britiſh navy in Europe, let us now follow our fleet 
and armies to othet parts of the world: In the Eaſt-Indies ut 
behold a ſcene extremely different from that which we have juſ 


| anchored i in Madraſs road the day following n. Here he fr 
learnt the dreadfül fate of Calcutta. Having taken Colonel 
Clive, and his ſmall army on board his ſquadron, he failed on 


of his countrymen, | They anchored in Balaſore road on the 
4th of December, reached Fulta on the 15th, and on the 28th 
* proceeded to Calcutta, with the Kent, Tyger, Saliſbury, Bridge 
water, and King-fiſher ſloop. Next day, Colonel Clive, with: 
| Tmall body of men, landed, in order to attack a fort callet 
Buſbudgia, which, being at the ſame time cannonaded by the 
ſhips, was ſoon abandoned by the garriſon. Other forts and 
batteries were likewiſe deferted as the ſhips proceeded up the 
river, and, on the 29 of January 17: 57, after a ſmart cannonadt 
from the Kent and Tyger, the enemy were driven from theit 
guns, and the town of Calcutta reſtored to the Eaſt-India Com- 


| ammunition and: military ſtores. 


ers reſolved to attempt Hughly, a city of great trade, higher up 
_ the: Ganges. The e AR of 1 guns, aw a fy 
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the latter. Sir John Mordaunt was afterwards tried by a court; 
martial, and honourably acquitted, The miniſter and the ad 


Having, I hope, ſatisſied the reader concerning the employ. 


guitted 3 unanimity, reſolution, and the genuine fpirit of enter: 
prize in our commanders ; intuitive military genius, and Troy 


the 3oth"of April; 1756. He arrived at St. David's on the 
29th of May; failed from thence on the 20th of June, and 


the 6th of October, determined to revenge the horrid euurdet 


pany. No more than nine ſeamen and three ſoldiers were ki. 
non were found i in the place, wit a conſiderable mo of 


This important conqueſt being Bnitlied; ihe /ritiſh 8 


wo $moller 5 contionation , . vol. Ly p. 46. p 
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with a Jetachment of troops under the command of + Captain A.D. 
Kirkpatrick, were deſtined for this ſervice. This armament 1757. 
proceeded up the river on the 5th of January, and reduced the 
place without much difficulty. Twenty pieces of cannon were 
found on the ramparts, beſides a conſiderable quantity of falt- 
petre and magazines of grain, which were immediately deſtroy- 
ed by the. conquerors. The nabob of Bengal, enraged at being 
thus rapidly driven from his moſt important poſſeſſions, aſſem- 
bled an army of ten thouſand horſe and fifteen thouſand foot, 
and, on the 2d of February, encamped about a mile from Cal- 
cutta. Colonel Clive, though very inferior in number, reſolved 
to attack the nabob in his camp, and requeſted the admiral to 
aſſiſt him with all the ſailors he could ſpare. Six hundred ſea- 
men were landed, under the command of Captain Warwick, on 
the 5th, at one in the morning; at three Colonel Clipe marched 
his little army, and about five the attack began. The nabob, 
after a feeble reſiſtance, retreated, with the loſs of a thouſand 
men killed, wounded and taken, This action, though not de- 
ciſive, obliged the nabob to ſign articles of nen, ver 
advantageous to the Eaſt-India Company. | 
Having thus humbled this infolent abe the i 
turned their attention towards Chandenagore, a capital French 
| ſettlement above Calęutta, on the ſame river. Colonel Clive 
| with ſeven hundred Europeans, and about ſixteen hundred In- 
| dians, marched towards the place, and, after gaining poſſeſſion 
of the principal outpoſts, waited for the arrival of the fleet. 
On the 18th of March, the Admirals Watſon and Pocock, with 
the Kent, Tiger, and Saliſbury men of war, came to an anchor 
two miles below Chandenagore. | They found their paſſage ob- 
ſtructed by booms and chains acroſs the river. Theſe obſtacles 
being removed on the 2qth in the morning they began to bat- 
ter the fort, whilſt Colonel Clive continued his approaches by 
land, and after three hours cannonading the enemy hoiſted a 
flag of truce, and ſurrendered by capitulation. The garriſon 
| conliſted of five hundred Europeans and twelve hundred Indians, 
vell provided with ammunition and ſubſiſtence, and a hundred: 
and twenty-three pieces of cannon mounted on the ramparts. 
This important conqueſt coſt the victors no more than forty 


men. Colonel Clive's ſubſequent archievements are foreign to 
Wie | e Bl the. 
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A: D. the purpoſe of this hiſtory. It is ſufficient to ſay, that be totally 
17 ST: defeated the nabob Sulajud Dowla at the head of 20,000 men, 
| cauſed him to be ſolemnly depoſed, and his prime OG M 


ployed. We are to remember that Mr. Pitt's firſt adminiſtra. 
tion, which commenced with the year 1757, was of ſhort dur. 
tion. It continued, however, long enough to convince the nation 
of his ſpirit and. political ſagacity. Aſtoniſhed at the negligence 
of his predeceffors 1 in adminiſtration, he immediately conceived, | 


revive the faded laurels of Britain. He ſent a ſquadron of meh 
of war under the command of Commodore Stevens to the Ef 
| Indies, another to Jamaica under Admiral Cotes, and a third 


5 fquadron was deſtined, with a body of troops under Lord Lou- 
doun:then in America, for the reduction of Louifbourg; but 


was known in the French cabinet, and the preparations at 
| Portſmouth fo flagrantly retarded, that the enemy had ſuffici 
ent time to render the expedition abortive. One French fleet 


teen ſail, left France on the third of May. The laſt of these. 
ſquadrons arrived at Louiſbourg in June. The Engliſh fleet, 


| the laſt French ſquadron from Breſt, and arrived at Halifax in 


joined by Lord Londoun with the troops from New York, 
_ councils of war were frequently held, and, according to the 
general iſſue of ſuch councils, it was reſolved to poſtpone the 


Thus ended the naval expedition of Admiral Holbourne. The 
troops under the command of Lord Loudoun were 12,co0 el. 

5 fective men, and the fleet conſiſted of fifteen ſhi 'ps 12 the = 
— and erghteen frigates, . 
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Khan to be proclaimed viceroy in his ſtead. 
We now take our leave of the Eaſt in order to inquire 5 
our fleets in the Weſt-Indies and in North America were-em. 


and in part executed, a plan of operation wifely calculated to | 


was ordered to be equipped for North America, the command 
of which was to be given to Sir Edward Hawke. This thirl 


the deſign was ſcarce revealed to the privy-council, before it 
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of nine ſhips failed from Breſt in January, a ſecond, of fe Wi 
men of war, failed from Toulon in April, and a third, of four. 
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intended for Sir Edward Hawke, was given to Admiral Hol- 
bourne, who ſailed from Corke a week after the departure of 


— 
— — 
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North America on the gth of July. Admiral Holbourne being 
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attack upon Louiſbourg to a more favourable opportunity. 
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We have ſcen above, that early in this year a ſquadron Called A. D. 
to the Weſt Indies, under the command of Admiral Cotes. 1757. 
Soon after his arrival on the Jamaica ſtation, he detached Cap- is 
tain Foreſt with three frigates to cruize off Cape Frangois, in 

| order to intercept the trade from the French iſlands. Captain 
Foreſt had ſcarce made his'appearance on that coaſt before he 

fell in with four French men of war commanded by Mouſ. 
Kerſaint. An engagement immediately enſued, which was ſu- 
ſtained with mutual courage and obſtinate reſolution for two \ 
hours and a half; after which the enemy 1 retreated to Cape 
Francois, and the Engliſh frigates to Jamaica. Thus ends our 

naval hiſtory of the year 1757: a hiſtory equally unſatisfactory 

to the writer and to the reader; a year diſtinguiſhed ſolely by | 

our conqueſts i in the Eaſt-Indies, which are tobe attributed en- 

A tirely to the genius and intrepidity of one man. Our fleets and; 
armies in Europe and in America were either totally inactive or - 
failed in their attempts. Notwithſtanding the ſuperiority of our 

fleet, the number of prizes, taken by the French exceeded the 
Engliſh liſt of cap Vs by more than 200. Let us now haſten 

to the year 175 here we may expect to find the patriotic 17 58. ; 
zeal, political abilities, and heroic. ſpirit of enterprize, ſo con- 
ſpicuous. in the character of the new miniſter, in full exertion 
of their influence. This intrepid miniſter was ſo extremely diſ- 
ouſted at the. behaviour of ſome of our ' commanders, that, in 
one of his ſpeeches in-the houſe of commons, he did not ſcru- 
ple to declare, that, though the king would readily embrace any 
rational meaſure for the honour of his crown, he doubted whe- 
ther a man could be found, Who might ſafely be truſted with 
the execution of any enterprize of danger or difficulty. 

The parliament voted, for the ſervice of the year 1758, ſixty 
thou ſeamen, fifteen thouſand marines included ; ; and, for 
the land- ſervice, near fifty-four thouſand men. Our fleet, at 

| this period, conſiſted of three hundred and twenty ſhips of war, 
one hundred and lifty-ſix of which were of the line. Beſides 1 
theſe, there were on the ſtocks, four ſhips of 74, two of 70, 
four of 64, fix of 36, and ten of 28 guns. The ſupplies were 
raiſed with the utmoſt facility, and at a moderate intereſt. The 
langpid, latent ſpirit of the nation, inflamed by that of the new 
nice was ſuddenly rouſed from the dif graceful apathy which, 
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A.D. except in the Faſt-Indies, characterized the operations of the 
1758. preceding year. The navy of France, at this time, confiſted of of 


ſeventy-ſeven ſhips of the line and thirty-nine frigates; that of 
Spain of fifty-two line of battle ſhips, rwenty-fi 1x frigates from 


30 to 16 guns, thirteen xebeques of 245 and four packet-boat 
of 16 guns. 


The reduction of Louiſbourg being a principal obhect in Mr. 
Pitt's plan of military operations, a naval armament, adequate 


to the purpoſe, was prepared with all poſtible expedition, and 
the command given to Admiral Boſcawen, an officer of approved 
abilities. The formidable French fleet, which had protected 
Louiſbourg the preceding year, had returned to France in 3 
ſhattered condition. Theſe ſhips, being repaired, were intended 
to return to their former ſtation in North America; but their 
intentions were effectually anticipated and prevented by the vi- 


gilant alacrity of the Briti ih miniſter. Admiral Boſcawen failed 
from St, Helen's on the 19th February, with forty-one men of 


| war v. Meanwhile, 2 e under the command of Sir Edwarl 


5 5 „ e e be 15 
Q Vis Namur, * 7 Glen 88 Capri Buckle, 9o guns, 
Royal William, (Sir Charles Hardy), Evans, 860 
wes Princeſs Amelia, a Durdl), . Bray, 5 0060; 5 
„ ST _ | Podyey, © 74 
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Northumberland, | 10 | Lord Colvil, 70 
5 e eee | A — m — Swanton, 10 
Oxford, B N 
5 Burford, — | _ Gambier, 70 
Somerſet, —— — Hughes, 0 
N Lancaſter, — — FPaägecambe, 76 | 
Deans. = V Gordon, 66 
% T— 1 Ces Fowke, 64 
Captain, | — hg — Amdberſt, | 64 "A 
Prince Frederick, e n, I 
Pembroke,” e FE — Simcoe, 60 
; e „ WW fond] h ns £ Parry, r 
York, — — 1 Pigot, „ "0@ 
- Prince of Orange, —ä | Ferguſon, 65 
| Defiance, — HL 2 
Nottingham, Eh. "£4 — Marſhal, 69 
Centurion, — — Mantel., 34 
Suchetlanund. — — | Rous, . 
„ Beſides eighteen frigates. F 
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Hayke, blocked up the French ports in the bay of Biſcay, and A. D. 
another ſquadron, .commanded by Admiral Oſborne, was ſent 1758.- 
to cruize between Cape de Gatte and Carthagena on the coaſt f 
of Spain. There were, at this time, three ſmall ſquadrons of 
French ſhips of war in the different ports of Toulon, Cartha- 
gena, and Breſt; which ſquadrons, under the command of Monſ. 
du Queſne and Monſ. de la Clue, had orders to ſteal away for 
Louiſbourg, jointly or ſeparatẽ ely. The former of theſe com- 
manders, in order to join the latter at Carthagena, failed from 
Toulon on the 2 5th of April, on board the Foudroyant of 80 
guns, attended by the Orphẽe of 64, the Oriflamme of FO, 
and Pleiade of 24 guns. Admiral Oſborne, expecting the de- 
parture of this ſquadron from Toulon, had ſtationed the Gib- 
| Taltar frigate in the offing of that harbour to watch their m mo- 
tions. As ſoon as du Queſne's ſquadron appeared, the Cibral- 
tar ſheered off, and gradually decoyed the enemy ſo offectually, 
that on the 27th, about two in the morning, du Queſne found 
himſelf in the midſt of Oſborne's fleet. In this critical ſitua- 
tion, the French admiral made a ſignal for his ſquadron to dif. 
perſe: each ſhip immediately ſteered a different OY and 
were as immediately purſued by detachments from Ofborne's 
fleet, who, with the remainder of his fleet, continued to block 
up the harbour of Carthagena. The Pleiade, being a prime 
ſailer, eſcaped. The\Oriftamme was chaſed by the Monarque 
and Montague, and eſcaped deſtruction by running under the 
guns of a ſmall Spaniſh fort. The Orphee was purſued by the 
Revenge and Berwick, and was taken, by the firſt of theſe ſhips, 1 
in ſight of Carthagena. The Foudroyant was chaſed by the 
Monmouth, Swiftſure, and Hampton-Court. About ſeven in 
the morning the Monmouth and Foudroyant began to fire at 
each other, 'the reſt of the fleet being then totally out of light, 
The diſproportion between the two ſhips was very great. The 
Foudroyant had a thouſand men on board, and mounted eighty 
| guns, 42 and 22 pounders; the Nonnen niountel only ſixty- 
tour 12 and 24 pounders, and her complement of men was no 
more than four hundred and ſeventy. This remarkable diſpa- 
rity notwithſtanding, Captain Gardiner, who commanded the 
Monmouth, reſolved, at all events, to vanquiſh his enemy. 
Thus e he un his ſhip within piſtol-ſhot of his 
| 5 1 , 
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A. D. antagoniſt, and now the battle raged with WAY fury. About 
1758. nine o'clock Captain Gardiner was ſhot through the head by a | 
muſket-ball o. He lingered till the day following, and then 

died univerſally regretted and lamented, particularly by the 
officers and crew of his own ſhip. The death of ſuch a man 
was a very great loſs to his country. Soon after the captain fell 


; ſures were taken to o fruſtrate me vs Sir Edward H 


the compliment a few minutes after, on the mizen-maſt of the 
Foudroyant being alſo ſhot away. This diſaſter was ſoon fol. 
lowed by the fall of her main-maſt, which giving freſh ſpirits 
to the Engliſh, their fire became ſo inceſſant and. intolerable, 


and the. mighty Foudroyant ſtruck a little after one o'clock, 
This action, which is one of the moſt glorious in the naval hi. 
5 ſtory of Britain, and which muſt ever remain an inconteſtable 
proof of our naval. ſuperiority, I beg leave to recommend to the 
conſtant recollection of ſuch of our ſea-officers as. may be in- 


venture to engage 


: FR in chief being a priſoner, Monſ. de la Clue gave up al 


But the French miniſtry, not depending entirely on their Me 
diterranean fleet for the protection of Louiſbourg and the rei- 
forcement of their army in North America, had prepared a“ 


tranſports, with three thouſand troops on board, were ordered 
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the Monmouth's mizen-maſt came*by the board; on which the | 
enemy gave three cheers. The crew of the Monmouth returned 


that the French ſailors could no longer be kept to their guns, 


clined to calculate their e Weiche of metal before Mt 


The Orphee and Fondroyant being oo, and bee commar | 


thoughts of paſling the Streights of Gibraltar, and returned 
from Carthagena to Toulon, where his ſquadron was laid wp 


conſiderable fleet of tranſſ ports and ſtore-ſhips at Rochfor, 
Bourdeaux, and other ports in that neighbourhood. . Theſe 


to rendezvous in April, and to fail under convoy of {ix ſhips d 
the line and ſeveral frigates. Such, however, was the intel 
gence and alacrity of the Engliſh miniſter, that effectual mer 


0 11 is ſaid, that 3 Gardiner, before he tied; ſent b T his firſt heat 
nant, and made it his laſt requeſt, that he would not give up the ſhip. Tie 
lieutenant aſſured him he never would, und inſt.intly went and nailed the flag 
the ſtaff. He then took a piſtol in each hand, and ſwore, if any man in a the i | 


frould wg to ſtrike tlie colours, he would Tow: him to death. 5 N 
| WI 
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6 with ſeven ſhips of the line and three frigates, failed down the A.D. 
o of Biſcay, and on the 3d of April brought up in Baſque- 1758. 
. road, where he diſcovered five French ſhips of the line and 
. | ſeven frigates at anchor near the iſle of Aix. They no ſooner 
1 ſaw the Engliſh fleet than they began with the utmoſt precipi- 

N tation to ſlip their cables, and fly in great confuſion. Some of 

i them eſcaped to ſeaz but far the greater number threw their 

he guns and ſtores overboard, and, running into ſhoal water, ſtuck *_ 
" in the mud. Next morning ſeveral of their men of war and 

10 tranſports were ſeen lying on their broad ſides 3 but, being out 

" of the reach of his guns, Sir Edward Hawke left them to their 
A, fate, perfectly ſatisfied with Haring fruſtrated their i intention n of 

90 failing to America. 8 
. I have before obſerved, that "FE. of the ges Un and tranſz 

he ports deſtined for North America were to fail from Bourdeaux. 
te Theſe tranſ ports were twelve in number. They ſailed ee 
Po. convoy of the Galathee, a frigate of twenty-two guns, and a 
the letter of marque of twenty guns. In the bay of Biſcay they 
bad the misfortune to fall in with the Eſſex of ſixty-four guns, 

. ind the Pluto and Proſerpine fire-ſhips, which were on their 

0 1 paſſage to join Sir Edward Hawke. After a ſhort but ſmart 19 

ned conflict, the French frigate, the letter of marque, and one f 

1 0 the tranſports, were taken. But this advantage was dearly pur- 

- Me ebaſed with the death of Captain James Hume, who command- 

rei e the Pluto. Two more of theſe tranſports were afterwards. 3 

ed aken by the Antelope and Speedwell ſloops. | 

wfort Having ſeen every attempt of France for the protection of 
The WP ouiſbourg entirely fruſtrated, we now proceed to projects more 

dere irectiy offenſive, planned and executed by Mr. Pitt. But a 

pips d elancholy event intervenes. On the 13th of April the Price 

imc corge of eighty guns, commanded by Rear-admiral Broderick, 

_ his paſſage to the Mediterranean, took fire between one and 

Manke wo in the afternoon, and, notwithſtanding the utmoſt exer- 

Pe jon of human fkitl and labow, aided by deſpair, burnt with 
= uch rapidity, that i e the ſpace of a few hours ſhe burnt down 

in, . che water-edge. Wittle before ſix in the evening ſhe ſunk 

he . v Wi ntirely, and more than two thirds of her crew periſhed in the 

n the i cean. The admiral, after e We waves NEAT an hour r, 9 

Annual regiſter, p. x6. 
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A. D. was at jength taken up by a boat belonging to one of the wer. 
1758. chantmen under his convoy. Captain e and the e 

were alſo among the few that were ſaved. 
We now proceed to the circumſtantial relation of a an ex 
8 tion to the coaſt of Africa; an expedition which, eee 
as it may ſeem, was planned and executed by a Quaker. Tho- 
mas Cuming, the projector of this enterprize, having made a 
voyage, as a merchant-adventurer, to Portenderrick, on the 
7 coaſt of Africa, became perſonally acquainted with Amir the 
| Mooriſh king of Legibelli. This prince, being prejudiced in 
favour of the Engliſh nation, and extremely diſſatisfied with 
the French, wiſhed eagerly for an opportunity to drive them 
from their ſettlements on the river Senegal, and promiſed all 
the afliſtance in his power to the arms of Britain. Mr, Cuming, 
during his reſidence on the Gum-coaſt, became perfectly ac. 
quainted with the nature, extent, and 1 importance of the trade, 
and was very aſſiduous in his inquiry concerning the ſituation 
and ſtrength of the French forts. On his return to England 
he communicated his obſervations and ideas to the board of 
: trade, by , whom his project was approved, and finally adopted 
by the miniftry. © This was in the year 1757. A force which 
was deemed adequate to the expedition, was ordered to be pre: 
. pared; but before the {hips were ready to fail, the ſeaſon was 
fo far advanced that it was thought adviſable to poſtpone the 
deſign. In the beginning of the following year, Mr. Cuming | 
revived his application; ; the miniſter approved his plan, and à 
ſwall ſq : dron was equipped with all poſſible expedition. The 
ſhips ordered for this ſervice pre the Naſſau of ſixty-four, th 
| Harwich of fifty, and the Rye of twenty guns, attended by the 
Swan ſloop and two buſſcs. They had on board two hundred 
marines, commanded by Major Maſon, and a detachment d 
m atroſſes, under Captain Walker; ten Pieces of cannon and 
eight mortars. 
This ſmall ſquadron a, ml by Cap tain n Marſh and 
conducted by friend Cuming, ſailed from Plymouth on the 
oth of March, and on the 24th of April « came to an anchor In 
the mouth of the river Senegal, and in Gght of Fort Loui 
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which is ſituated on the iſland. of Senegal, about four leagues A. D. 
within the bar. The French governor of this fort, as ſoon as 1758. 
he diſcovered the Engliſh ſquadron, ſent down an armed brig 
and fix floops to diſpute the paſſage of the bar. A briſk but 
ineffectual cannonading enſued. Meanwhile the channel being 
diſcovered, and the wind blowing up the river, Captain Millar 
of the London buſs paſſed the bar and came to an anchor, 
where he remained all night expoſed to the fire of the enemy. 
He was#ollowed next morning by the other ſmall veſſels, ſome 
of which ran a-ground and bulged. T he. troops on board theſe - 
veſſels immediately took to their boats, and landed on the eaſt 
ſhore of the river. Apprehenſive of being attacked by the na- 
tives, they threw up an intrenchment arid diſembarked their 
ſtores. Next morning they were reinforced by a detachment of 
350 ſeamen, and now began to meditate-an attack upon Fort 
Louis. But the governor, not chuſing to wait the event, ſent 
two deputies with offers ſurrender. His propoſals, after a 
little deliberation, were accepted by Captain Marſh and Major 
Maſon. By the articles of capitulation, the natives of France 
were to be ſent home with all their private effects. On the firſt 
of May the Engliſh took poſſeſſion of Fort Louis, and all the 
ſettlements belonging to France on the river Senegal were at the 
ſame rime ceded to the king of Great Britain. Thus this im- 
portant conqueſt, which was planned and conducted by a Qua- 
ker, was achieved in à manner perfectly conſonant with the 
principles of his religion, namely, without ſpilling a ſingle drop 
of human blood. It is alſo worthy of remark, that it was our 
| firſt ſucceſsful expedition fince the commencement of the war, 
There were found in the fort ninety-two pieces of cannon, ſome 
treaſure, and a conſiderable quantity of goods: This buſineſs 
being accompliſhed, and_Fort Louis: garriſoned by Engliſh 
troops, the men of war proceeded to attack the iſland of Goree, 
about thirty leagues diſtant from Senegal ; but their force amy = 
inſufficient, the attempt miſcarried. . 
On the 2gth day of May, the Dorſetſhire; Gp Denne 
of 72 guns, cruiſing in the bay of Biſcay, felt in with the Rai- -- 
Unable, a French man of wat of 64 guns and 630 men, com- 
manded by le Prince de Mombazon, who defended his ſhi p with 
great reſolution till one hundred and Aly of his men were 
Vor. IV. e =D 's Pry | Killed 
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A. D. killed or wounded, and his hull. ok rigging conſeray da. 
1758. maged. | 

Mr. Pitt's <abbr, 80 1 ernte was too rationd 

to be diſconcerted by ſuch miſcarriages as were juſtly to be at. 

ributed to a want of ſpirit in the execution. The expedition 

to the coaſt of France, of the preceding year, having failed, 

made no alteration. in the miniſter's. opinion, that a diverſion of 

the like nature was a proper meaſure, For this purpoſe, i in the 

month of May, near fourteen thouſand men were encamped og 

the ifle of Wight. This army, commanded by the duke of 

_ Marlborough, conſiſted of fixteen' (battalions of infantry, four 

hundred artillery men, and five hundred and. forty light horſe, 

One of the regiments of infahtry, being deſtined for another 

1 ſervice, did not embark; fo that the number employed in this 

1 expedition, amounted to about thirteen thouſand. The ſubor. 

1 dinate general officers were Lord George Sackville, the earl of 

Ancram, Major-generals Waldegrave, Moſtyn, Drury, Boſca- 

wen and Elliot, Two diſtinct fleets were aſſembled at Spithead: 

the firſt commanded by Lord Anſon, of twenty-two. fail of the 

. line; the ſecond under Commodore Howe, conſiſting of ſeveral 

frigates, floops, — 424 EI PRs NIN and 

- tranſports, | 

ee tremendous fleet failed from Se. Helens s on Lk rl. of 

| June r. Lord Anſon with the ling-of-battle {hips ſtood away 

5 to the welt, and proceeded to block up the French fleet at Bretz 

whilſt Commodore Howe ſteered athwart the channel with the. 

' wind at ſouth-eaſt. The night proved ſo tempeſtuous, notwithe 

ſtanding the ſeaſon of the year, that one of the ſtore - ſuips rol 

led away her maſts. About eight next morning they made 

Cape la Hogue, and that night anchored in the racg of Alder- 

ney. On the third, about noon, one of the tranſports ſtruck 

upon a rock, near the iſland of Sark, and was loſt, but the 

troops on board were faved. On the fourth, Mr. Howe came 

to an anchor within three leagues of St. Malo. Next morn- 

ing he weighed before break of day, and ſtood into the bay ol 

= Cancalle, ſo called from a village of that name, where the 

troops Were intended to land. At four in to: efemog ths 
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whole fleet brought up, and in « a ſhort time after ten companies A. D. 
of grenadiers landed near the village above-mentioned, IT he 1758. 
only oppoſition was from a battery of two guns fired by a brave 

old Frenchman. and his fon, who maintained their poſt till the 
poor old man was wounded by a ſhot from one of our frigates. 

If others of his countrymen had behaved with equal reſolution, 

the diſembarkation-would have been more difficult; for there 
were at this time ſeyen companies of foot and three troops of 

| dragoons at Cancalle; but theſe. troops retired to St. Malo. 
The Britiſh granadiers landed a little before ſunſet, attended by 

fire volunteers of diſtinction, whoſe names ſhouid be record- | 
ed and remembered with gratitude, Such ſpirit in young men 
of rank and fortune raiſes the military character of a nation 
more effeQually than a victory over the enemy. Lord Down, 

Sir John Armitage, Sir James Lowther, Mr. Francis Blake 
Delax# and Mr. Berkley, were the men, The entire diſem- 
bafkation was completed on the fixth, and the whole army en- 
camped near Cancalle; the grenadiers and the light horſe being 
advanced about a mile in the front of the line, 
'The duke of Marlborough, ſenſible of the ravages which are 
generally committed by the common ſoldiers on their landing in 

an enemy's country, iſſued ſtrict orders to prevent marauding. 
Nevertheleſs, ſdme irregularities were committed. The offend- 4: 
ers were brought to immediate trial, and two or three of them _ 
| executed. 'This rigorous exertion of military law ſaved the in- 
offenſive peaſantry from many acts of brutal Becen une: which 

they would otherwiſe have experienced. 

On the 7th, at break of day, the army anvvind 3 St. 

Malo in two columns. The left a commanded by Lord | 

George Sagkville, fell into the great ; but the lanes through 2 
which Lord Ancrany's column e de. were ſo narrow, and the e 
country ſo incloſed and wogdy, that · notwiihſtanding the previ- 

ous labour of two hundred pioneers, the men were frequently 

obliged to paſs in ſingle files; ſo that a ſmall number of the 

enemy might eaſily have deſtroyed this column, or at leaſt have 

made it impoſſible for them to advance. But, fo far from meet- 

ing with any oppoſition, they found the villages and bam- 

lets through which they paſſed entirely deſerted. The army 

Foreada in ood order without beat of drum, and, after a 

4 2 | march 
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A. D. march of fix miles, encamped at the diſtance of little more thay 
17 58. a mile from the town of St. Malo. Whilſt they were employ, 
ed in pitching their tents, the light horſe, with the piquets of 
the whole army, marched towards the town, and were ſaluted 
by a few ſhot from the cannon on the ramparts. As ſoon ax it 
was dark, the piquets marched down to the harbour, where 
18 they found a conſiderable number of privateers and other {mall 
veſſels, moſt of which, it being low water, were laid dry. Ha. 
ving ſet fire to all the ſhipping, they proceeded to communicate 
the flames to the magazines of pitch, tar, ropes, Cc. all which 
vere entirely deſtroyed, except one ſmall ſtore-houſe, which, if 
it had been ſet on fire, muſt from its ſituation bave deſtroyed 
moſt of the houſes in the ſuburbs, This building was ſpared 
from a noble principle of humanity, worthy the imitation of 
all future invaders, The number of ſhips deſtroyed was about 
one hundred and twenty: The piquets now rejoined the army, 
which continued unmoleſted in its encampment till the roth, 
when the tents were ſtruck, and the army in one column march- 
ed back to Cancalle. Whilſt the main body of the troops were 
employed as I have related, a battalion of the guards, under the 
command of Colonel Ceſar, marched twelve miles up the coun. 
try, to a town called Dolle, where they were politely entertain. 
ed by the magiſtrates. As their deſign was merely to recon- 
noitre, they continued one night in the town without commit. 
ting the leaſt act of hoſtility, and then returned. A party of 
the Engliſhlight-horſe penetrating a few miles farther, fell in; 
with the videts of a French camp, two of which they took, 
and brought priſoners to Cancalle. 1 1 505 
Ihe purpoſe of this invaſion being fully accompliſhed the 
troops were re-embarked, and the fleet ſai ed on the 16th earl 
-in the morning, and, after beating againſt the wind during that 
whole day, came to an anchor off the harbour of St. Malo. 
The night proved fo tempeſtuous, that many of the ſhips drove, 
and ſome parted their cables. Next morning, the wind continu | 
ing contrary, the fleet returned to Cancalle bay, and there re- 
mained till the 22d, when they ſailed again, and next day paſſed | 
the iſlands Jerſey and Guernſey. On the 25th they made 
the iſle of Wight, and on the 26th, the wind veering to tbe 
northward, they ſteered again for the coaſt of France, and ra 
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in with the land near Hare but towards evening it blew ſo A. D. 
freſh, that, to avoid the danger of a lee- ſhore, they ſtood out 1758. 
do ſea, On the 27th, the weather becoming more moderate, 

they ran in with the land a ſecond time, and the duke of Marl- 
borough and Mr. Howe went out in a cutter to reconnoitre the 
coaſt. At their return, orders were given for the troops to 
prepare for immediate diſembarkation : nevertheleſs, the 28th 
paſſed without any attempt to land, and on the 29th the fleet 


te | bore away before the wind, and anchored within a league of 

ch Cherbourg. Some of the tranſports which brought up nearer 

1 in ſhore, were fired at from ſeveral batteries, but received no 

ed damage. A few troops were ſeen PRE on the and, moſt 

red of which appeared to be militia. 5: 

of Soon after the fleet came to an anchor, the duke of Marlbo- 5 

out rough ſignified his intention of making an attack upon the town = 

my, that night, and ordered the firſt battalion of guards to be iin 

oth, their boats at eleven o'clock. The reſt of the troops received 8 

rch· orders in what manner, and at what time they were to proceed, 

were and every neceſſary preparation was made for immediate diſem- 

the barkation. But as night approached, the wind off ſhore gra- 

oun- dually increaſed, and, before the appointed hour, became ſo 

Kin violent as to render the attempt impracticable. Next morning 

con- the duke of Marlborough, upon inquiry into the ſtock of pro- 

mit- vifions, hay, and water, found theſe ſeveral articles ſo nearly 

rty of exhauſted, that it would be dangerous, in ſo variable a climate, 

ell in; to remain any longer on an hoſtile coaſt. He therefore reſolved 

took, to return to England. 'The fleet accordingly weighed anchor at 
ten o'clock, and arrived at St. Helen's the next day in the even- 

d, the ing. The troops were encamped on the iſle of Wight, that 

z early they might recover the effects of ſo long a confinement, on 

ig that board of tranſports by no means ſufficient for the accommoda- 

Malo. tion of ſo numerous an army. Theſe troops were deſtined for 

drove, | more expeditions of the like nature, the ſucceſs of which will 

ontinu - be ſeen in due time; but a regular attention to a chronological | 

Set ſeries of naval events now calls us to North America. 

y paſſel lam to remind the reader, that Admiral Boſcawen failed from 

y made England, with a conſiderable fleet, on the.19th of April“. He 

g to the 5 ; : NY 5 

and rn 
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A. D. arrived at Halifax in Nova Scotia on the gth of May; from 
"oF 58. whence he failed on the 28th, with an army of fourteen thou, 
ſand men, under the command of Major-general- Amherſt, 
This fleet, conſiſting of a hundred and fifty-feven fail, anchor. 
ed, on the ſecond of June, in the bay of Gabarus, about tw 
leagues weſtward of Louiſbourg. The French governor, |: 
Chevalier Drucour, had taken every poſſible precaution to pre. 
vent a ſurpriſe. He had thrown up ſeveral. intrenchmentz, 
erected batteries, and formed a chain of redoubts for two leagues 
and a half along the coaſt. There were in the harbour fix 
ſhips of the line, and five frigates, three of which were, during 
the ſiege, ſunk at the entrance, 'The fortifications of the town 
were not in good repair; the, garriſon conſiſted of two thouſand 
five hundred regular troops, beſides ſix hundred burghers and 
| Canadians. When the fleet firſt came to an anchor, and during 
| ſeveral ſucceeding days, the ſurf ran ſo high, that it was impoſes 
ſible for the boats to come near the ſhore. Theſe ſeveral ob 
ſtacles appeared fo tremendous to many of the officers, that 
they adviſed the admiral to call a general council of war. For. 
_ tunately for the ſervice, and for his own reputation, he dilre 
garded ſuch advice, Mer: determined: 4 to lend the . at al 
| events. e 
5 On the $th of Jug, che ates hh more cee the 
grenadiers and light-infantry were in the boats before break df 
day. The frigates and armed floops began to ſcour the coal 
by an inceſſant fire upon the enemy; and now the boats rovid| 
i briſkly towards the ſhore in three diviſions, commanded. by the 
[ 5 Generals Wolfe, Whitmore, and Laurence. When they ap 
=. proached the land they met with a warm reception from the 
Ll enemy, and the furf ran fo high that many of the boats war 
18 ſtaved, and ſome of the ſoldiers drowned. General Wolfe leap 
into the ſea, and, being followed by his whole diviſion, forme 
his people on the beach, and marched intrepidly to the near 
battery. The other two divifions followed his example, al 
the enemy ſoon fled in confuſion. The remainder of the arm 
cannon, and ſtores were landed with all poſſible ſpeed, and th 
fow n was regularly in veſted. "ene ah ent ſec . 
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his camp by proper redoubts and epaulments, now began his A. D. 

approaches in form. In landing the troops, three officers, four 175 8. 

ſerjeants, one corporal, and thirty- eight private men, were killed 

or drowned ; five lieutenants, two ferjeants, one corporal, fifty- 

one men wounded z and about ſeventy boats loſt. The enemy, 

when they fled from their entrenchments, left behind them ſe- 

venteen pieces of cannon, fourteen large ſwivels, two mortars, 

à furnace for red-hot balls, ſmall arms, ns Os, 

tools and proviſions in conſiderable quantity. 

The Chevalier Drucour, baving received his detichmibiics" into 

the town, deſtroyed his out-poſts, and all buildings within two 

miles of the ramparts, prepared for a vigorous. defence. The 

approaches of the Britith' general were at firſt flow, owing to 

the difficulty of landing his ſtores, the labour of dragging his 

$cannon through a marſhy country, and the neceffity of fortify- 

ing his camp. Meanwhile General Amherſt, being not a little 

incommoded by the fire from the enemy's thips'in the harbour, 

nd alſo from the ifland battery, detached General Wolfe, with 

a conſiderable bedy of troops, with orders to march round the 

orth-eaft harbour and take poffefſion of the light-houſe point. 

his order was executed with great alacrity and deſpatch, and 

powerful battery erected, which on the 2 5th ſilenced that of 

he enemy on the iſland. On the 29th the befieged funk four 

ps at the entrance of the harbour. They made ſeveral fallies , 

e coal, ron the town, and were repulſed with loſs: The Britiſh army 

5 rowel Wontinued to approach the town in a regular and ſcientific man- — 

and the enemy diſplayed no leſs reſolution and {kill in the 

they a ience of defence. On the 13th of July the veliegers Were 

rom the bout fix hundred yards from the covert way. FO 

ats wot On the 21K, a ſhell from our battery on the light-houſe point „ 

olle le re to one of the enemy's ſhips in the harbour, She imme: 

Formel tely blew up, and two other men of war having caught the 

mes were alfo deſtroyed. Theſe were the Entreprenant, the 

aple, anl pricieux, and the Celebre: ſo that the Prudent and the Bien- 

che unn were the only ſhips of force remaining. In the night of 

„ and Me 5th the firſt of theſe two were ſet, on fire, and the other 

ed triumphantly out, by a detachment of ſeamen under the 

mmand of Captains Laforey and Balfour. This gillant ex- 

dit merits a circumſtantial relation. The naval reader will 
. ES peruſe 
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A. D. peruſe it with pleaſure; ; probably with advantage—By the ad: 
1758. miral's orders, a barge and pinnace from every ſhip in the fleet | 
aſſembled, about noon, under the ſtern of the Namur, Theſe 

boats were manned only by their proper crews, armed chiefly 

with piſtols and cutlaſſes, and each boat commanded by a lieu- 
tenant and midſhipman. From thence they proceeded, by two | 

or three at a time, to join Sir Charles Hardy's ſquadron near 

the mouth of the harbour. Being there reaflembled in two di- 
viſions, under the two captains above mentioned, about mid - 

night they paddled into the harbour of Louiſbourg unperceived, | 

The night was extremely dark, and the ſeamen were profound- 

ly filent. They paſſed very near the iſland, battery undiſcover. | 
ed, the dark neſs of the night, and a thick fog, prevented their 
being ſeen, whilſt, the perpetual din of bombs, cannon, and | 
muſquetry, both of the beſieged and beſiegers, .effeCtually | 
drowned the noiſe of their oars. As ſoon as each diviſion came 
near enough to perceive the devoted object, the two men of 
war were immediately ſurrounded by the boats, and were firſt 
alarmed by the firing of their own centinels, All the boats fel 

a- board at the ſame inſtant, and the ſeveral crews, following 
the example of their officers, ſcrambled up every part of the 
ſhips, and, in a few minutes, took poſſeſſion of their reſpectue 
prizes. The reſiſtance was very feeble, and nnn the 
loſs of men on either fide inconſiderable. | 
Daylight and the ſhouts of our ſailors, having: at lengh dif. 
covered to the enemy on ſhore, that their ſhips were in poſſeſ. 

: fion of the Engliſh, 'they immediately pointed every gun that 
. could be brought to bear upon the boats and prizes, and a furi- 
=_ .-- ous diſcharge of cannon enſued. Thoſe ho were in poſſeſſion! 
of the Prudent, finding her a-ground, ſet her on fire, and then 
joined the boats which were now employed i in towing off the 
Bienfaiſant, which, with the aſſiſtance of a favourable breeze, 
was triumphantly carried away and ſe cure. 
On the 26th, whilſt Admiral Boſcawen was panels to ſend 
fix ſhips into the harbour, he received a letter from the cheva4 
lier Drucour, offering to capitulate on the ſame terms that werd 
granted to the Engliſh at Minorca, The admiral inſiſted on the 
garriſon remaining priſoners of war, and with theſe terms the 


kts Tua Fennel. He could not do other wiſe. 
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Fade to \ irrefitible neceflity. His ſhips were all deſtroyed or A. D. 
taken; his cannon were diſmounted ; his garriſon diminiſhed, — 
and the remainder haraſſed and diſpirited; all his hopes of re- 

lief from Europe or from Canada were vaniſhed, and his ram- 

parts in many places battered to pieces. The capitulation being 
fioned, the Britiſh troops took poſſeſſion of Louifbourg on the 

27th, and the two illands of Cape Breton and St. John were 
ceded to his Britannic majeſty. The ſhips of war loſt by the 
French on this occaſion were the Prudent of 54 guns, Entre- 
prenant 74, Capricieux 64, Celebre 64, Bienfaiſant 64, Apollo 

zo; Chevre, Biche and Fidelle frigates ſunk at the harbour's 
mouth; Diana of, 36 taken £0 the Boreas 3 Echo of 26 taken. 1 5 


heit by the Juno. 

- We now return to Bas The ſpirited 3 whos. a at 5 
ualiy this time, held the reins of government; whoſe ſucceſſive ex- 
dame | 8 


peditions were diſtinct gradations in a regular plan of operation; 

whoſe invaſions on the coaſt of France were principally intend- 

ed to divide the forces of the enemy: this active miniſter, I lay, 

determined once more to invade the coaſt of Normandy. Part 

of the troops which, ſince the laſt expedition, had been en- 

camped. on the ifle of Wight, were ſent to Germany. The 

duke of Marlboreugh and Lord George Sackville were likewiſe * 

ordered upon rhat ſervice. The remainder of the troops now 

commanded by Lieutenant-general Bligh, embarked on board 

the fleet under Commodore Howe, and failed from St. Helen's on 

the firſt day of Auguſt. "On the 6th, in the evening the fleet 

came to an anchor in the bay of Cherburg, and a few ſheils 

vere thrown into the town that night. Next morning, about 

leren o'clock, the fleet got under way, and-at nine brought up 

in the bay of Maris, two leagues weſt of the town, where the _ 

general reſolved to land his troops. The governor of Cher- 

barg, ſince his; late alarm, had thrown up ſeveral intrench- 

ments, and planted ſome batteries along the coaſt. Behind 8 

theſe works there appeared about two thouſand regul; J troops. 

On the 7th, at two in the afternoon, the grenadiers and guards 

commanded by General Drury, in flat-bottom boats, landed, 

without oppoſition, under cover of an inceſſant ſire from the | 

cet, Having formed his troops on the beach, he marched im- 

mediately towards a ory: ds. a enemy, FOO TR i fre, and 
ed IV: e e att Ow boli enen en 
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A. D. then attacked them with ſach reſolution, that they * fled . 
1758. the utmoſt confuſion, and with conſiderable loſs. They lef 
behind them two pieces of N Of the t, about | 


enemy}. the Britiſh army would, in this fituation, have been 
ſurrounded and deſtroyed, or taken: two or three thouſand 


ligh marched to the villag 
In for the night. The ground which he bad choſen for his 
encampment was ſo inadequate, in point of extent, tg the num- 
ber of troops, that the tents were.crowded together as cloſe 3s 


want of ſkill, or ſtrength, or reſolution, the Engliſh army was. 
: ſuffered to fleep'1 in perfect ſecurity, and the fucceeding dawn 
did not diſcover a ſingle French foldier in ſight of the camp. 
On reconnoitring the neareſt fort, called Quirqueville, it was 


without the leaſt interruption, and the army proceeded, in two | 
or receiving a ſingle ſhiot, the town and all the forts being en- 
tirely abandoned by the troops. The inhabitants, in confidence 
of a promiſe of protection, contained im a manifeſto publiſhel 


by General Bligh, remained in the town, and received their ho- 


cord, to the diſgrace of Englith diſcipline, that their confidence 


” complaints of the ſufferers reminded the general of his duty. 


to demoliſh the harbour and baſon, which had been conſtructed 
by Lewis XV. at a vaſt expence, and were intended as an alj- 


Walloign, about twelve miles from Cherburg. In theſe excu. 
> ons they frequently W with the enemy, and in one of 
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twenty were killed or wounded. 
The remainder of the infantry being abgabe Ua 
of Erville, and there pitched: hi: 


they could ſtand, without order or regularity. H the French | 
commander had not been. as ignorant in his profeſſion. as his 


men, judiciouſly commanded, were ſufficient. But, either for | 


found deſolate; fo that the light-horfe were now diſembarked 


columns, towards Cherburg, which they entered without firing 


tile viſitors: with politenefs- and hoſpitality. Fam ſorry to re- 


was abuſed. The proper means of reſtraining the licentious | 
brutality of the common ſoldiers were neglected, till the juſt 


General Bligh now proceeded, according to his inſtructions, 


lum for men of war. It appeared, Jada from the unfiniſt- 
ed ſtate of the fortifications, that the importance of Chervurg 
had of late dwindled in the eſtimation: of the French miniſtry. | 
Whilſt the engineers were thus employed, the light horſe wer 
ſent to fcour the country, and to reconnoitre a French camp at 


— 
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meſe rencounters Lindſay, a pred, the Britiſh light-horſe, N 
was unfortunately killed. He was a very active and gallant 1754. 
officer. The great bufineſs of demolition being finiſhed, on 
the 16th of Auguſt, at three in the morning, the army evacu- 
ated Cherburgh, marched down to F ort Wee and chere em- 
barked without moleſtation. | 
In our eſtimate of the utility of this | bi we are "I OY 
member, that rhe primary object was, by keeping the French 
coaſt in perpetual alarm, to oblige them to retain an army for 
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TY their own ſecurity, which would otherwiſe have marched to 

his Germany. Exclufive of this conſideration, the expedition to 

cen Wa Chcrburg was, by no means,” unimportant. Twenty-ſeven ſhips 

ant were burnt in the harbour. A hundred and ſeventy-three 

{or bieces of iron ordnanee and three mortars were rendered uſe- 
wa bless; and twenty-two braſs eannon and two mortars were ſent 

lawn to England. Theſo cannon were afterwards expoſed, for ſome 

amp. time, in Hyde Park, and then drawn through the city in pom 

t was pous proceſſion, amidft the joyful aeclamations of the people, 

red the oldeſt of whem had never beheld a ſimilar triumph, - 

\ two . Thus far che operations of this terrific, itinerant army were 

fring WM ſucceſsful. But the general's commiffion did not end with the 32 

g en. Leſtruction of the forts and harbour of Cherburg. By his ſe- 

dence cret inſtructions he was ordered to keep the coaſt of France in 

liſhed continual alarm; to make deſeents, and attack any place that 

ar bo⸗ might be found practicable, between the eaſt point of Nor 

to e- mandy and Morlaix. In compliance with theſe inſtructions, the 
dence . feet weighed anchor on the 18th of Auguſt, and ſteered to- 
ntious N vards St. Malo, with a defign to make à ſecond attack upon 

ve jut I hat neſt of privateers. But they were obliged, by contrar ß, 
duty. WR winds, to run for the Engliſh coaſt.” They came to #d anchor 
clone, in Wey mouth road on the 23dz they failed from thente on the 
trudted 23th, but were obliged to put back the fame evening,” The 

an a- nent attempt proved more ſucceſsful. The fleet; tough ns. 
unit. “hour difficulty, kept the fea, and, ſtanding to the fouthward. 
herburg bon made the coaſt of France; but it was the 4th of Septem- 5 
niniſtrr. ber before they came to an anchor in the bay of St. Lunaire, : 
rſe were about two leagues weſt of St. Malo. Whilſt the fleet was | 
camp a bringing up*, the commodore, with Prince Edward, "mam 

e Excur 1 e of our lat attempt o on n the ad of France, by an officer, | 

n one of 
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theſe] 
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* A. D. A of Vork,) who attended Mr. Howe in che capacity of 
1758. midſhipman, went off in their barge to reconnoitre the ſhore 
| Seeing no appearance of an enemy, the troops were diſembark: 
ed, without oppoſition ; but not entirely without misfortune. 
One of the flat- bottom boats being run down by 1 the Brilliant, 
was overſet, and five ſoldiers drowned. As ſoon! as the troops 
were landed, Sir William Boothby, with 305" grenadiers, was 
detached with orders to deſtroy a hundred and fifty veſſels i in 
the harbour of Briac, near St. Malo. He executed his com- 
miſſion effectually; but the number of waffeln in bat harbour 

did not exceed fifteen. | 4: my 
The Britiſh army continued in their encampment near r St. Lu- 
naire four days, which were ſpent in deliberations concerning 
the practicability of an attack upon St. Malo. It, whs finally 
determined to be impracticable, and Mr. Howe having en 
that it was impoſſible to re-embark the troops from the place 
where they had landed, it was reſolved that the troops ſhould | 
wg march over-land, and that the fleet ſhould, in the mean. time, 
proceed to the bay of St. Cas, and there remain ready to re 
ceive them. The commodore weighed anchor, and ſtood to 
the weſtward. On Friday, the 8th, in the morning, general 
1 : _ Bligh ſtruck his tents, and began his march towards the village 
: 8 of Gilda, where he was told the river, which he muſt neceſſarily | 
1 Gee | paſs, was for dable at low water. The day's march, though | 
| "ſhort, proved fatiguing to the troops, on account of the heavy 
rain and bad roads; and, as the army marched. in a ſingle c0- 
lumn, it was night before the rear came to their ground. When 
Colonel Clark, who marched at the head of the advanced guard, 
arrived at the village of Gildau, he ſaw a body, of about three: 
hundred peaſants on the oppoſite bank of the river, apparenily 
forming with an intention to- oppoſe his paſſage. A few ſhot | 
from two or three field-pieces immediately diſperſed them. Or- 
ders were iſſued to prepare for paſſing the river at fix o'clock 
next morning, and. the army went to reſt. Next morning, at | 
fix o'clock, the troops were ready to plunge 1 into the river, when 
it appeared that the general had been ſo totally miſinformed a 
to the time of fording, that it was now high. inſtead of h 
water, and: that it would be three i in the afternoon. before the 
troops could d paſs. Such a miſtake, e apparently of no 
| | ET 
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great importance, as it diſcovered the fallibility of the general's A; D. 0 


intelligence, was a bad omen. 3112 | es ttc ab 58. | 
The army forded the river in two columns, without any other. 
moleſtation than a volley or: two. of muſket-ſhot from the oppo- 
tire village, by. which Lord' Frederic Cavendiſh, and a few gre- 
nadicrs were ſlightly wounded, They paſſed the river, and 
pitched their tents. immediately. Why they marched no farther 


that night, is difficult to imagine. On Sunday morning the ar- 


my again decamped, and marched towards Mattingnon. When b 
the advanced guard approached the town, they ſaw a party of 
French dragoons, and obſerved that the hedges were lined by. 


foot which ſeemed to be regulars. This being reported to the 


general, all the grenadiers were ordered to advance, and they 
prefied forward with great eagerneſs z but the enemy did ST 
think fit to wait for them. Having marched about four miles, 
the army encamped to the ſouthward of Mattingnon, after pa- 
rading through the town by beat of drum. From this circum- f 
ſtance, it is evident that General Bligh had not the leaſt- idea 
that a Mahon army Weng thong time within a few hours march 5 


of his camp x. 


This evening a French later, was 8 into . camp, 5 
who informed the general, that nine battalions of, foot two 
ſquadrons of dragoons, with five thouſand guardes de coſts, 


| were on their march from Breſt, and that they were not above 
two leagues diſtant. He named the general officers, and the re- 


| giments. His intelligence, however, produced no other effect 


than an order to the piquets of the Engliſh army to be particu- 
larly vigilant. During the night, the advanced guard of the 
enemy came ſo near, as to exchange ſome ſhot with the out- 
poſts. Nevertheleſs, General Bligh continued ſo totally unap- 
prehenſive, that he ordered the uſual drums, preparatory to a 
march, to beat next morning at three o'clock: The drums beat 
accordingly, and the army marched, in a ſingle column, towards 
St. Cas, which is about a Fague from Mattingnon. If the 
peer had marched j in two mee they would: have reached 45 


a 1 W 7 ns the at: Fn of the account of this 3 « "thac 7" ih ; 
5 " language of this day, i in the months of ſome of our conſiderable perſonages, | 
* WiS—& By G—d, a man wake march through ] France with a bogle com- 

" pany of grenagiers, ö e e 3 oh: 


I 


He | 


A. D. their ſhips in half the time. When the head of the * 
1758. reached the eminence, about half a mile from the ſea, they had 


the enemy advancing in four columns. The grenadiers march. 


- little army, and moſt imprudently advanced up the hill to meet 


banks, and effectually ſilenced the frigates, which could not 
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orders to halt, and the regiments formed the line as they advan. 
ced in ſucceſſion; but, before the grenadiers in the rear reach. 
ed the ground, the youngeſt brigale was ordered to march 
down to the beach. Meanwhile the frigates which were intend. 
ed to cover the embarkation, and the boats, were approaching | 
the land. Before the grenadiers quitted the height, they ſay 


ed deliberately down to the beach, and there reſted on their 
arms, whilſt the battalions were een to ) the rn mon 
in the flat-bottom boats. | 
I be rear of the Engliſh army ins SES: quitted the = kita 
before. it was poſſeſſed by the enemy. As foon as they began 
to deſcend, Mr. Howe made a fignal for his frigates to fire; 
which order was executed with ſo much {kill and dexterity, that 
many of the French were killed, and their whole army thrown - 
into confuſion. The Britiſh troops were now all embarked, ex- 
cept the grenadiers and four companies. of the firſt regiment of | 
guards; in all about 1400 men. The enemy continued to ad- 
vance, and their cannon deſtroyed ſome of our boats. Gene- 
ral Drury, who was now the ſenior officer om ſhore, formed his 


| his enemy. By this manœuvre he quitted à parapet of fand 


now fire without deſtroying their friends. This inconſiderable 
body of Engliſh troops, with every diſadvantage of ſituation, 
and commanded by a man of no experience or abilities, main- 
tained their ground againſt ten times their number, till moſt of 
them had entirely ſpent their ammunition, Thus circumſtanced, 
after making terrible havock in the enemies ranks, they yielded 
to neceſſity, and retreated to their boats. Unhappily, the boats 
then in ſhore were inſufficient to receive half the number of 
men which now crowded to the beach, and the boats were con- 
lequently in an inſtant ſo overloaded, that moſt of them were 
a- ground. In this horrible ſituation, expoſed to o thy-contitul 
221 of a numerous army, they remained for ſome time; till, a 
laſt, the commodore himſelf leapt into his boat, and, rowing 


to the ſhore, took one e of the flat boats in tow. The reſt dd 
e ee 
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the fleet followed his example, and about 700 men were A. D. 
brought on board. The other half were either ſhot, taken pri- 1758. 
foners, or drowned. Among the killed were Major-general 
Drury, Lieutenant-colonel Wilkinton, and Sir John Armitage, 
a volunteer. Lord Frederick - Cavendith, Lieutenant-colonels 
Pearſon and Lambert, and ſixteen officers of inferior rank, were 
taken priſoners. Four captains of men of war?, who went on 
tore in order to expedite the embarkation of the troops, were 
alſo obliged to furrender themſelves to the enemy. Eight er. 
men were killed, and ſeventeen wounded. 
This terrible diſaſter was very juſtly aſcribed to a total wank 
of military knowledge, ſagacity, and experience in the general, 
who imprudently gave ear to thoſe about him, who talked of 
marching through France with a Basie company of Britiſh gre- 
nadiers. His marching, in an enemy's country, in a ſingle co- 
lumn, was extremely imprudent. His beating the general the 
morning of his march from Mattingnon, was inexcuſable; and 
his dilatory proceedings on the fatal day of embarkation, admit 
of no apology. But, though our loſs on this occaſion was con- 
fderable, the enemy had certainly no great cauſe of triumph: 
they bad defeated a rear-guard of fourteen hundred men with 
an army of at leaſt fifteen thouſand, and their loſs in killed and 
| wounded was much greater than that of the Engliſh *. This 
check, however, was no proof that the miniſter's plan of ope- 
ration was improper. His deſign was fully anſwered, and was 
| certainly attended with falutary conſequences. Commodore 
Howe returned to e and the ne were Weinen | 
ed. 
We are now to recollect, that, 8 the 1 o "EG 5 
gal, an attempt was made upon the iſland of Goree; but with- : 
out ſucceſs, owing to the want of ſufficient naval force. The 
ritiſh miniſter, ſenſible that his conqueſt on the coaſt of Africa 
Was incomplete without the reduction of this Hans, Trap out a 
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* In the account of this affair publiſhed at Paris, by authority, they acknow- 
edge 400 men killed and wounded, and make the number of Engliſh priſoners 
500, Now, as our entire loſs was only 750, the number of our killed muſt haye | | 
been proportionably very ſmall, The real number of our killed and wounded 
Was about 200, The F rench * three times that number. | | 
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A. D. ſurall ſquadron of four ſhips of the line, two frigates, and two 
1758. bomb-ketches, commanded by Commodore Keppel, with 600 

land forces under Colonel Worge. This armament failed from 


| fide there was a ſmall fort called St. Michael, and another, leſs 
conſiderable, called St. Francis, near the oppoſite extremity, 


the iſland, on the 24th of December. Goree is a barren iſland, 


took poſſeſſion of it in the beginning of the laſt century, The 
8 French took it in 1677, and ſince that period it has remained 


ſon, commanded by Monſ. St. Jean, conſiſted of 300 regulars, 


fpirit, and with ſuch ſucceſs, that above a hundred of the Eng- 
liſh were killed or wounded. Nevertheleſs, the French = 
fon, though not one of them was killed, were ſo terrified 


render at diſcretion. A detachment of marines was landed to 


4 ſufficient garriſon under the command of Major Newton, 


tunes. The Litchfield, of 50 guns, a tranſport, and a bomb- 


| which were ſeveral officers, were drowned. Captain Barton, 


emperor of Morocco, our N ally, who held them in cap 
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Cork on the 1ith of November, and, after a tempeſtuous 
voyage, anchored in the road of Goree, about a league from 


not a mile in length, ſituated near Cape Verde. The Dutch 
in poſſeſſion of their Eaſt-India company. On the ſouth-weſt 


Beſides theſe forts, there were ſeveral ſlight batteries along the 
ſhore, mounting in the whole a hundred cannon. The garri- 


and about the ſame number of negro inhabitants. 

On the 28th, in the morning, the troops were ordered ihto 
the boats, ready for landing, if neceſſary; and, the ſhips being 
properly ſtationed on the weſt fide of the iſland, a general can- 
nonading began, which was anſwered by the enemy with great 


the fire from the ſhips, that the governor was obliged to ſur- | 


take poſſeſſion of the iſland, and the Britiſh > was hoiſted on, 
the caſtle of St. Michael. 


Mr. Keppel, having taken his 8 on OY 42 left 


touched at Senegal, and then returned to England. But this 
expedition, though ſucceſsful, was not unattended by misfor- 


ketch, were on their outward paſſage ſeparated from the fleet, 
and wrecked on the conſt of Barbary, about nine leagues to 
the northward of Saffy. A hundred and thirty people, among 


with about two hundred and twenty, reached the inhoſpitable 
More. They ſuffered great hardſhips, and were enſlaved by the 


I | | tivin 


or BING GEORGE „„ 


tivity till they were ranſomed by the king of Great Britain. A. D. 
Such is the faith of barbarian princes! 1758. 
Our naval exploits in the Weſt-Indies, in the courſe of this 
year, were, not attended with any important conſequences. 
There were performed, however, ſeveral gallant actions, which 
ought not to paſs unnoticed. Captain Forreſt of the Auguſta, 
having ſailed from Port-Royal in Jamaica, cruiſed off Cape 
Francis, a harbour in the iſland of St. Domingo; he Was ac- 
companied by the captains Suckling and Langdon, commanding 
the Dreadnought and Edinburgh. There lay at that time, at the 
Cape, a French ſquadron of four ſhips of the line and three 
| ſtout frigates, which the French tommodore, piqued at ſeeing 
the coaſt inſulted by Forreſt's little ſquadron, reinforced with 
ſeveral ſtore-ſhips, which he mounted with cannon, and ſupplied . 
with ſcamen from the merchant-veſſels; and with ſoldiers from 
the garriſon: Thus prepared, he weighed anchor, and ſtood 
out for ſea. When Forreſt perceived the approach of the French 
ſhips, he called his two captains. “ Gentlemen,” ſaid he, © you 
© know our own ſtrength, and ſee that of the enemy. Shall we 
« give them battle?” Being anſwered in the affirmative, he 
bore down on the French fleet,. and, between three and four in 
the afternoon, came to action. The French attacked with great 
impetuoſity, and diſplayed uncommon ſpirit in the fight of their 
own coaſt. But, after an engagement of more than two hours, 
their commodore found his ſhip fo much ſhattered, that he was 
obliged to make a fignal for his frigates to tow him out of the 
line. The reſt of the ſquadron followed his example, and avail- 
ed themſelves of the land breeze to eſcape in the night from the 
three Britiſh ſhips, which were too much „ in their ſails 
and rigging to purſue their victory. 
Captain Forreſt, fignalized his courage in this engagement; 
but he diſplayed equal courage, and ſtill more uncommon con- 
duct and ſagacity in a ſubſequent adventure near the weſtern 
coaſt of Hispaniola. Haying received intelligence, that there 
was a conſiderable French fleet at Port au Prince, a harbour on 5 = 
that coaſt, ready to fail for Europe, he proceeded from Jamaica "2 ! 
to cruiſe between Hiſpaniola and the little iſland Goave. He li 
difguiſcd his ſhip with tarpaulins, hoiſted Dutch colours, and, 
in order to avoid diſeoyesys allowed (ovens! {mall veſſels to paſs, 
Vor. N R + |  "vithout 
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A. D. without giving them chace. The ſecond day after his arrivat in 
1758. thofe parts, he perceived a fleet of ſeven fail ſteering to the 
= weſtward. He kept from them to prevent ſufpicion, but, at the | 

| approach of night, purſued them with all the fail he could 
| crowd. About ten in the evening he came up with two veſſels 
PF of the chaſe, one of which fired a gun, and the other ſheered 
o off. The ſhip which had fired no ſooner diſcovered her eneny, 
than ſhe fubmitted. Forreſt manned her with thirty-five of his 
own crew, and now perceiving eight fail to leeward, near the 
harbour of Petit Goave, ordered them to ſtand for that place, 
and to intercept any veſfels that attempted to reach it. He 
Himſelf, in the Auguſta, failed directly for the French fleet, 
and, coming np with them by day-break, engaged them al 
by turns as he could bring his guns to bear. The Solide, the 
. Theodore, and the Marguerite, returned his fire; but, having 
foon ſtruck their colours, they were immediately ſecured, and 
then employed in taking the other veſſels, of which none had 
the fortune to eſcape. The nine fail, which, by this well- con- 
_ ducted ſtratagem, had fallen into the power of one ſhip, and 
that even in the ſight of their own harbours, were fafely con- 
ducted to Jamaica, where the fale of their rich cargoes reward- 

ed the merit of the captors. 

While Forreſt acquired wealth and giewy by protecting Fa 
trade of Jamaica, the vigilance of Captain 'Tyrrel ſecured the 
Engliſh navigation to Antigua. In the month of March this | 
enterpriſing and judicious commander demoliſhed a fort on the 4 
iHland of Martinico, and deſtroyed four privateers riding under 
its protection. In November of the fame year, he, in his | 
own ſhip the Buckingham of ſixty-· four guns, accompanied by 
the Weazle ſloop commanded by Captain Boles, diſcovered, be- 
' tween the iſlands of Guadaloape and Montſerrat, a fleet of ninc- 
teen fail under convoy of the Floriſſant, a French man of war of | 
ſeventy-four guns, and two frigates, of which the largeſt car- 
ried thirty-eight, and the other twenty-ſix guns. Captain Tyr- 
rel, regardleſs of the great inequality of force, immediately gait | 
chaſe in the Buckingham; and the Weazle, running cloſe to 
the enemy, received x whole broadſide from the Floriflant. | 
Though ſhe ſuſtained it without conſiderable damage, Mr. Ir. 
rel ordered Captain Boles to keep aloof, as his veſſel _— 
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be ſuppoſed to bear the ſhock of heavy metal; and he alone A. D. q 
prepared for the engagement. The Floriſſant, inſtead of lying to 1 758. 1 
ok for his coming up, made a running fight with her ſtern chace, 6 
| while the two frigates annoyed the Buckingham in her purſuit, 1 
At length, however, ſhe came within piſtol-ſhot of the Floriſ- Ti 
| fant, and poured in a broadſide, which did great execution, 1 
The ſalutation was returned with ſp pirit, and the battle became 1 
cloſe and obſtinate. Mr. Tyrrel, being wounded, was obliged | | 
, to leave the deck, and the command devolved on the brave Mr. 1 
5 Marſhall, his firſt lieutenant, who fell in the arms of victory. 1 
0 The ſecond lieutenant took the command, and finally ſilenced : i 
"ih the enemy's fire. On board the Floriſſant 180 men were lain, 
ll and 300 wounded. She was ſo much diſabled in her hull, that - 1 
\ ſhe could hardly be kept afloat. The lu eſt frigate received | 
ip equal damage. The Buckingham had only ſeven men killed, N 
" and ſcventeen dangerouſly wounded: ſhe had ſuffered much, 1 
Ty however, in her maſts and rigging, which was the only circum- q 
* ſtance that prevented her from adding profit to glory, by ma- [| 
nd king prizes of the French fleet under ſo powerful a convoy. if 
GY In the Eaſt-Indies the French ſquadron was commanded by [| 
77 Mr. 'Ache, and the Engliſh by Admiral Pocock; who had it 
i ſucceeded Admiral Watſon. The former was reinforced by a 1 
the conſiderable armament under the command of General Lally, 5 " 
the an adventurer of Iriſh extraction in the French ſervice. The x 
this | Engliſh admiral was alſo reinforced on the 24th of March by x j 
the - four ſhips of the line; and, being ſoon after apprized of Lally's 4 j 
Moy arrival, he hoiſted his flag aboard the Yarmouth, a ſhip of _ YN 
TY. ſixty- four guns, and ſailed in queſt of the enemy. He made the nl 
1 by | height of Negapatam the 28th of March, and the day following ii 
"hes | diſcovered the enemy's fleet in the road of Fort St. David, It 1 
83 conſiſted of eight ſhips * of the line, and a frigate, which imme- 4 1 
17 0 | diately 8 out to ſea, and formed che line of battle. Pocock's N 
'Tyr- 1 F R E NC H. 1 Duke of ih — soꝛguns, wu 
gare Todiaque, | or 74 guns, Duke of Buurgogne, — 60 | | 
ſe td * Aime, „% ͤ !.... 8 UH 
| engere, 3 Moras, | — 80 | 
fant. St. Louis, — 64 8 Sylphide, _ 36 {| 
„ een 1 
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A. D. ſquadron conſiſted only of ſeven ſhips b; with which he formed 
175 8. the line, and, bearing down upon Mr. d' Ache, began the en; 
gagement. The French, commodore, having ſuſtained a warm 
action for about two hours; in which one of his largeſt ſhips 
RS was difabled, ſheered off with bis whole fleet. Being afterwards 
joined with two more ſhips of war, he again formed the line of 
| battle to leeward. Admiral Pocock, though his own ſhip and 
0 = ſeveral others were conſiderably damaged, and, though three 
of his captains © had mifbehaved in the engagement, prepared 
again for the attack, But the manceuvres of the French fleet 

x ſeem to have been intended merely to amuſe him; for they 
; neither ſhowed lights, nor gaye any ſignal | in the night, and next 
morning the ſmalleſt trace of them could not be obſerved, 
* ” Admiral Pocock *ade various attempts to bring the French 
. ſquadron to a ſecond engagement. Theſe, however, proved 
ineffectual till the third of Auguſt, when he perceived the ene. 
my's fleet, conſiſting of eight ſhips of the line and a frigate, 
ſtanding to ſea off the road of Pondicherry. They would have 
gladly eluded his purſuit, but he obtained the weather-gage, and 
failed down upon them in order of battle. As it was now im- 

_ - poſſible to eſcape withbut coming to action, the French prepared 
for the engagement, and fired on the Eliſabeth, which happen- 
ed to be within muſket-ſhot of the hip! in their van. But this 
ſpirited attack was not ſeconded with equal perſeverance, In 
little more than ten minutes after Admiral Pocock had diſplayed 
the ſignal for battle, Mr. d' Aché ſer his fore ail and bore 
away, maintaining a running fight | in a very irregular line for 
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| Cumberland, — 66 guns,  "Iyger; * 2 60 
Vermouth, == ba 64: | Newcaſtle, — 50 
Eliſabeth, — 64 Os Saliſbury, — 50 


c Captain Brereton of the Cumberland was one of the three who miſbeharel, | 
God forbid that we ſhould particulariſe an individual with a view to inſult his 
misfortunes. A man may poſſeſs much probity, great good ſenſe, and many 
| amiable qualities, without being born with that conſtitutional courage, or ei- 
dowed with that accurate eireumſpection, which qualifies him for doing his du 
as a ſea-officer, We name this gentleman as an example, that the character of 
a naval commander, when once hurt by miſconduct, is ſeldom to be retrieved; 
and we would, if poſſi ble, perſuade men in power of the dangerous conſequences 
of again intruſting, with an honourable employment, thoſe who, on any formet 
occaſion, have ſhowed themſelves undeſerying of ſo important A charge. | 3 
near 


— 
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near an \ hour. The whole ſquadron immediately followed his A. D. 
example; and at two o'clock they cut away their boats, crowd- 1758. 
ed fail, and put before the wind. They eſcaped by favour of 


the night into the road of Pondicherry; but their fleet was ſo 
much damaged, that, in the beginning of September, their 


commodore failed for the iſle of Bourbon in order to refit, thus 


leaving the Engliſh admiral (whoſe ſquadron had always been 
inferior to that of the French in number of ſhips and men as 
well as in weight of metal) ſovereign of the Indian ſeas. 
Having examined the naval ſucceſſes of Great Britain in the 
different quarters of the world, we ſhall, for the reader's ſatis- 
faction, exhibit in one view the conſequences of theſe glorious 
exploits. During the courſe of this year the French loſt ſixteen 
men of war a, while the Engliſh loſt no more than three“: the 
French loſt forty-nine privateers and armed merchant-men, | 
carrying 619 guns and 3824 men. The diminution of their 
commerce, and the dread of falling into the hands of the Eng- 
liſh, prevented many of their trading veſſels from venturing to 
ſea Of theſe, however, they loſt 104; and not leſs than 176 
neutral veſſels, laden with the rich produce of the French co- 
lonies, or with military and naval ſtores, to enable them to 
continue the war, rewarded the vigilance of the Engliſh navy. | 
The loſs of ſhips, on the part of Great Britain, amounted to 
three hundred and thirteen, a conſiderable number, but con- 
ſting chiefly of empty tranſports, and coaſting or diſarmed | 
veſſels, of little value or importance, : 
The capture of ſo many of the enemy's veſſels, chang it 
added much wealth and glory to thoſe concerned in maritime 
affairs, was not the only, or even the principal, advantage which 
Great Britain derived from the ſpirited efforts of her ſeamen. 
The conqueſts acquired to the nation were ſtill more important, 
Not t to mention the taking ok Fort Du Queſne, on the river 


d Theſe were * e h of 80 conc; the Eipcrance 74; FE Aleide, 5 1 
Orpheus, Raiſonable, of 64 each; the Arc-en-Ciel and Duc d'Aquitaing of 30 


puns each; ; the Aquilon of 48; the Royal Chariot and Hermione of 36 each; 


the Melampe. Emerald, and Nymph, of 34; the Brune of 30; and the Galatea of 
31. 


e Theſe were eue Warwick of 60 guns; 3 the orb, 30, the Winchelſe, 
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A. D. Ohio, a place of the utmoſt conſequence, on account both of 
1758. its ſtrength and ſituation ; the acquiſition of the ſtrong fortreſz 
of Louiſbourg, with the iflands of Cape Breton and St. John; 
the demolition of Frontenac, and the reduction of Senegal 
were events not more deſtructive to the commerce and colonies 
of France, than advantageous to thoſe of Great Britain: even | 
the Britiſh expeditions to the coaſt of France, though conducted 
with little prudence, brought glory and renown to the invaders, 
and taught an ambitious people, that, while they were intent 
on ravaging the territory of their neighbours, their own domi. 
nions were ſtill within the reach of the Britiſh thunder, 
Ik) be repeated triumphs of the year had inſpired the Engliſh 
with a warlike enthuſiaſm : they diſcourſed about nothing but 
new plans of conqueſt; and-every object appeared inconſider. 
able, compared with military glory. In this diſpoſition of the 
nation, the king aſſembled the parliament the 23d day of No- 
vember. The lord - keeper, who harrangued them in his name, 
(the king being indiſpoſed), recapitulated the glorious events of 
the war, and obſerved, that, as it was uncommonly extenſive, it 
muſt likewiſe be uncommonly burdenſome ; but that no higher 
- ſupplies ſhould be required, than ſuch as were adequate to the 
neceſſary ſervices. The nation were not at preſent of a temper 
to refuſe any reaſonable demand. They voted, therefore, fixty 
thouſand ſeamen, including fourteen thouſand eight hundred 
and forty-five marines, for the ſervice of the enſuing year; and 
they granted for their maintenance the fum of three million - 
one hundred and twenty thouſand pounds. Beſides this, tuo 
hundred thouſand pounds were voted towards the building and 
repairing of ſhips of war. Theſe ſums together, how enormous 
ſoever they may appear, amounted to little more than was au. 
nually expended in ſubſidies to German princes, and pay to 
German troops. Yet the former rendered the Engliſh name 
illuſtrious in every quarter of the globe, while the advantage 
of the latter ſtill remain undiſcovere. 

7 39. The operations of the year 1759 began in 5 Welt-Indes 
In the end of the preceding year, a ſquadron of nine ſhips > 
the line, with one frigate and four bomb-ketches, as wells I 

ſixty tranſports, containing fix regiments of foot, commandel | 


by (General Hopſon, ſailed thither, with orders to attack and 
| | 5 e 
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reduce the French Caribbee iſlands. The fleet was to be under A. D. 

the orders of Commodore Moore, who was already in thoſe 1759. 

parts. Martinico, as the feat of government, and the centre of 

commerce, 1s the moſt conſiderable of theſe iſlands. The prin- = 

cipal towns are St. Pierre and Port-Royal, places ſtrong by na- 

ture and art, and at that time defended by a numerous and 

well-diſciplined militia, as well as by a confiderable body of 

regular troops. Port-Royal was the firſt ohject of Engliſh am- 

dition. The ſhips of war eaſily drove the enemy from their 

batteries and entrenchments, and the troops landed without 

meeting any conſiderable oppoſition : but after they had effect- 

ed their landing, they found it impdſlible to convey the cannon 

to a ſufficient vicinity for attacking the town. General Hopſon 

| judged the difficulties on the land fide unſurmountable. Com- 

modore Moore thought it impoſſible to land the cannon nearer 

the town; and, in conſequence of theſe opinions, the forces 

were re-embarked, in order to proceed to St. Pierre. When 

they had arrived before that place, and examined its ſituation, 

new difficulties aroſe, which occaſioned a council of war. The 

commodore had no doubt of being able to reduce the town, 

but, as the troops had ſuffered greatly by diſeaſes, and the ſhips | 

might be ſo much diſabled in the attack, as to prevent them 

from availing themſelves of their ſucceſs, and from undertaking 

any other expedition during that ſeaſon, he advifed, that the 

armament ſhould be brought before Gaudaloupe, the reduction 

of which would tend greatly to the benefit of the Engliſt» ſugar 

iſlands, Gaudaloupe falls little ſhort of Martinico in the quan- 

tity and richneſs of its productions. It long continued, however, 

in a languiſhing condition, the French having treated Martinics 

with the predilection of a partial mother for a favourite child, 

to the great prejudice of all her other colonies. But the ſituation 

and natural advantages of Gaudaloupe abundantly juſtified the 

opinion of Commodore Moore; and if our miniſters had un- 

derſtood the value of ſuch a conqueſt, this iſland might have 

ſtill continued a bright gem in the Britiſh crown. The fleet 

arrived, on the 23d of January, before the town of Baſſeterre, 

the capital of Guadaloupe, a place of conſiderable extent, de- 

fended by a ſtrong battery, which, in the opinion of the chief 

eineer, could not be reduced by the ſhipping. But commo- 
f | | | TN dore Op 


A. D. dore Moore entertained very different ſentiments,” and brought 
1759. his ſhips to bear on the town and citadel. 'The Lyon, a fp of 


ced one of them, but could not prevent his veſſel from running 
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60 guns, commanded by Captain Trelawney, began the engage. 
ment, againſt a battery of ninety-guns : the reſt of the fleet 
took their ſtations a-breaſt of the other batteries, and the ac 
tion, in a little time, became general, The commodore, mean. 
while, ſhifted his flag into the Wool weh frigate, and keyt 
aloof without gun-ſhot, that he might have a more diſtinct view 
of the ſtate of the battle; an expedient ſeldom practiſed, thouth 
the propriety of it cannot admit of the ſmalleſt doubt. All the 
fea commanders behaved with extraordinary ſpirit and reſolution 
in the attack; particularly Captains Leſlie, Burnet, Gayton, ſe. 
kyl, Trelawney and Shuldam. The action had laſted from nine 

in the morning till five in the afternoon, when the fire of the 
citadel was ſilenced. The Burford and Beryick being driven to 
ſea, Captain Shu!dam in the Panther, was unſupported, and 
two batteries played on the Rippon Captain Jekyl, who filen- 


 a-ground. The enemy, perceiving her diſaſter, afſembled on 
the hill, lined the trenches, and poured in a ſevere fire of 
muſquetry : they afterwards bing an eighteen pounder to 
bear, and, for two hours, raked her fore and aft with great 
effe& : a box, containing nine hundred cartridges, blew up on 
| the poop, and ſet the ſhip on fire. The captain hoiſted a ſigni 
| of diſtreſs, which brought Captain Leſlie, in the Briſtol, who 
ran in between the Rippon and the battery, and engaged with: 
ſuch impetuoſity, as ſaved Captain Jekyl from deſtructo, 
; which otherwiſe was unavoidable. At ſeven in the evening, 
the large ſhips having filenced the batteries to which they were 
oppoſed, the four bombs began to play on the town, with {hell 
and carcaſſes. In a ſhort time the houſes were in flames, the 
magazines of gunpowder'blew up with a terrible exploſion, and 
the ſugar, rum, and other combuſtible materials compoſing! 
eontinued and permanent line of fire, formed: A ſuitable back 
ground to this terrible picture. 1 | 
8 Notwithſtanding the vivacity of the a 8 lob 
a part of the Britiſh was not very conſiderable. Next day out 
fleet came to anchor in the road off Baſſeterre, having inter 


| cepted ſeveral ſhips, which had turned out and — 
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the enemy had_ſet on fire, to prevent them from falling into 17 9. 
their hands. The troops landed in the afternoon, without op- 
poſition, took poſſeſſion of the town and citadel, and diſplayed 
the Britiſh colours on the walls. The country, however, was 
ſtill far from being reduced: it abounded in mountains and nar- 
row defiles, of difficult and dangerous acceſs; and although the 
governor, Monſieur D'Etreuil, poſſeſſed neither bravery nor 
conduct, the inhabitants of Guadaloupe were determined to de- 
fend their poſſeſſions to the laſt extremities. It is foreign to 
our deſign to enter into any detail of the operations by land, 
which were drawn out to an extraordinary length. The French 
| were too prudent to hazard a general engagement with regular 
SW troops: they determined to weary them out, if poſlible, by 
maintaining a kind of petty war, in detached parties, in which 
the- Britiſh were haraſſed by a hard duty, and ſuffered greatly 
by diſeaſes in an unhealthy climate, ill-ſupplied \ with thoſe con- 
veniencies tb which they were accuſtomed. In this manner the 
war continued from the 24th of January till the firſt of May, 
when the inhabitants of Guadaloupe thought proper to capitu- 
late. Their example was followed, a few days afterwards, by 
thoſe of Deſirade, + Petite-terre, three ſmall iſlands 
in that neighbourhood 3 and, don the 26th of May, the iſland 
| of Marie-Galante likewiſe ſurrendered, which * the F rench oY 
no footing in the Leeward Iſlands, | = 
Theſe conqueſts being happily finiſhed, part of the troops 
were {ent in the tranſports to England. They ſailed the 3d of 
July from the harbour of Baſſeterre; and next day Commodore 
Moore's ſquadron was joined by two ſhips of the line, which 
rendered him greatly ſuperior to Mr. de Bompart, the French. | 
commodore, who lay in the harbour of Martinico. At this 
| time Vice-admiral Cotes commanded in the Jamaica ſtation ; 
but neither he nor Moore could bring Mr. de Bompart to an en- 
gagement: ſo that the naval tranſactions in the Weſt-Indies, 
Curing the remainder of the year, conſiſted folely in the taking 
| of ſeveral rich prizes and armed ſhips of the enemy, wy 6 cruiſers 
detached from the Engliſh ſquadrons. | 
The reduction of Guadaloupe and the neighbouring Mate, x 


S afforded an auſpicious omen for the ſucceſs of the Britiſh opera- 
Vor. IV. 3 tions 


to ak; T hey found the hulls of ſeveral more'veſlels, which A. D. 
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A. D. tions in North America, Theſe wete carried on in the year 
1759. 1759, on the moſt extenſive ſcale. The ſplendour of military 


quences which reſulted even from our military expeditions, 


every enterpriſe ; but the nation, fond of novelty, and tranſport. 


fail f of the line failed from England, under the command of the 
Admirals Saunders and Holmes, two gentlemen of approved 
honour and bravery. By the 21ſt of April they were in fight 
of Louiſbourg; but, the harbour being blocked up with ice, 
they were obliged to bear away for Halifax. From hence they 
detached Rear-admiral Durel, with a ſmall ſquadron to the iſle 


for Quebec. He accardingly took two ſtore-ſhips z but, before 
he reached his ſtation, ſeventeen fail of tranſports had already 
got to the capital of Canada. Meanwhile Admiral Saunders 
arrived at Louiſbourg, and took on board eight thouſand troops, 
under the command of General Wolfe, whoſe name is ſo illu- 
ſtrious in the memoirs of the preſent year. With this armament 
it was intended, that the general ſhould proceed up the river 


Trident, 
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triumph, and the diſplay of extraordinary genius in the art of 
war, eclipſed, in ſome meaſure, the glory of the navy. But if 
we conſider the conduct of the war with attention, we ſhall 
find, that our admirals had a principal ſhare in the happy conſe. 


The hearty and powerful co-operation of the navy facilitated 


ed with their fucceffes by land, to which they were leſs accy- 
ſtomed, conferred the moſt exalted honours on their generals, 
while they hardly beſtowed due praife on their naval command. 
ers. About the middle of February, a ſquadron of twenty-one * 
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of Courdres, in the river St. Laurence, in hopes that he might 
mtercept a fleet of French tranf ports and victuallers deſtined 


* Lawrence, and | undertake the liege of ebe The reduc- 
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tion of this wealthy and populous city, which gave an opening A. D. 
to the poſſeſſion of all Canada, was the object to which all the ! 79 9* 
other operations of the Engliſh in North America were ſubſer- 
vient, and which they were deſigned to aſſiſt. For this pur- 
poſe General Amherſt, who commanded an army of regulars 
and provincials, amounting to twelve thouſand men, was order- 
ed to reduce Ticonderoga and Crown-point, croſs the lake 
Champlain, and proceed along the river Richlieu, to the banks 

of the St. Lawrence, to effect a junction with the armament 
under Wolfe and Saunders. For the ſame purpoſe, General 
E | Prideaux, who commanded the provincials of New York, with 
b- | a large body of the Indians of the Five Nations, collected by the 
4 influence of Sir William Johnſon, was commiſſioned to inveſt 
3 | the French fort erected near the Fall of Niagara, and, Baving 
W {cizcd that important paſs, . to embark on the lake Ontario, fall 
| down the river Ot. Lawrence, and co-operate With the united 
g armies. This ſcheme, however, was too refined and complica- 1 
ed to be put in execution. The operations began by the taking 
of Crown- point and Ticonderoga; ; the Engliſh ſtandard was 
Ws alſo diſplayed at Ni ingara. But theſe events were not of the Nees 
4 ſmalleſt importance in effe&ting the conqueſt of Quebec; 3 nor 
W did the troops engaged in them afford any aſſiſtance to the 
northern armament. This, of itſelf, under ſuch commanders 
W 2; Wolfe and Saunders, ſeconded by the happy ſtar of Britain, 

W which every where prevailed in the preſent year, was ſufficient 
W to perform far more than had, been expected, and to overcome 
W obſtacles of art and mature Ae at fark Sight, appeared unſur- | 
W mountable, > 
Admiral Saunders 8 the latter Far of Ts with his h 
We whole embarkation, at the iſle of Orleans, a few leagues from 
: Quebec. As he had diſcovered ſome excellent. charts of the 
wer St. Lawrence in veſſels taken from the enemy, he expe - 
ienced none of theſe difficulties with which, the navigation of 
cis immenſe ſtream is ſaid to be attended. The iſland of Or- 
We {cans extends quite up to the baſon of Quebec, and its moſt 
eſterly point advances to a high promontory on the continent, 
called Point Levi. Both theſe were at preſent occupied by the 
French, but not with ſuch powerful guards as their importance 
Wired. The firſt operation of General Wolfe's troops was to 
b 5 8 by „„  Giſlodge 


„% __*WAVAEL-HISDORTY: 
A. D. diſlodge the enemy, and to ſecure theſe poſts, without the com. 
175 9: mand of which the fleet could not have lain in ſafety i in the 
* harbour of Quebec. This city now appeared full to view, at 
once a tempting and diſcouraging fight: no place is more fa. 

voured by nature, and there is none of which nature ſeems 

more to have conſulted the defence: it conſiſts of an upper and 

lower town, the former built on a lofty rock, Which runs with 

a bold and ſteep front along the weſtern banks of tlie river $t- 
Lawrence: at tlre termination of this ridge, the river bt, 

= Charles, from. the north-weſt, and the Ot. Lawrence, join their 

. waves, which renders the ground on which Quebec: ſtands 3 

ſort of peninſula, On the fide of St. Lawrence is. a bank of 
ſand, which prevents the approach of large vefſels'to the town; 

an enemy, therefore, who attacks it, muſt either travetſe the 
precipice which I have mentioned, or croſs the river St. Charles. 
If he attempts the former, he muſt overcome a dangerous rock, 

_ defended by the whole force of the beſieged, which the in- 
portance of the poſt would draw thither. The difficulty of ap- 
proaching the place, by Charles river, is not lefs confiderable, 
as all the country to.the northward, for more than five miles, 
is rough, broken, and unequal, full of rivulets and gullies, and 
ſewo continues to the river of Montmorenci, which flows by the 
foot of a ſteep and woody hill. Between the two rivers the 
French army Was poſted, their camp ſtrongly fortified, and 
their forces, amounting to twelve thouſand men, commanded 

by Mr. Montcalm, a general of tried bravery and conduct. 
General Wolfe, having ſeized the weſt point of the iſle of Or- 
— leans, and that of Levi, erected batteries on the high grounds, 
which fired continually on the town. Admiral Saunders was 
ſtationed in the north channel of the iſle of Orleans, oppoſite to 

the Falls of Montmorenci, while Admiral Holmes proceeded up 

the river St. Lawrence, beyond Quebec, which not only diver- 

ed the enemy's attention from the quarter on which the attack 

was intended, but prevented their attempts againſt the batterie 

| already erected by the Engliſh. But, notwithſtanding this ad- 

vantageous poſition, to undertake the ſiege of a city ſkilful 

| fortified, well ſupplied with proviſions and ammunition, and de. 

fended by an army far ſuperior'to that of the beſiegers, was 3 


deſign ſo bold and eee ee that even the fanguine * 
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tempt. He cauſed the troops, therefore, to be tranſported 
over the north channel of the river St. Lawrence to the north- 
eaſt of Montmorenci, with a view, after he had croſſed the lat- 
ter, of moving towards the enemy's flanks, and enticing them 
to an engagement. But his endeavours in this way proved i in- 
effectual, Mr. Montcalm having choſen his ſituation with too 
much judgment to abandon it -imprudently. Meanwhile the 
fleet had been expoſed to the moſt imminent danger. A violent 
ſtorm had cauſed ſeveral tranſports to run foul of each other; 
many boats foundered, and ſome large ſhips loſt their anchors. 
The enemy, taking advantage of the confuſion produced by 
W this diſaſter, ſent down ſeven fire-ſhips from Quebec at mid- 
| night, which muſt have been attended with the moſt fatal con- 
| ſequences to the whole expedition, had not the Englith ſailors 
reſolutely boarded theſe inſtruments of deſtruction, run them 
| faſt a-ground, and prevented them {yay men tho Talon has 
mage to the Britiſh ſquadron, * "i 
| The general, deſpairing of being able to Aby the enemy to 
an engagement, and ſenſible that the approach of winter would 5 
put an end to all military operations in that northern climate, 
| came at laſt to the reſolution of forcing the French,entrench=- 
WE nents. The beſt diſpoſitions were made for this purpoſe both 
ded by ſea and land; but the defign was diſappointed by an accident, 
dud. which could neither be foreſeen nor prevented: the Engliſh 
Or- grenadiers, who led the attack, had orders to form themſelves 
ands, on the beach; but, inſtead of attending to this neceſſary in- 
Eo W junction, hwy ruſhed: with an impetuous ardour towards the 
fte o WAY << y's entrenchments in the moſt tumultuous confuſion: «hey 
ed up were met by a violent and ſteady fire, which prevented them | 
liver- from being able to form, and obliged them to take ſhelter be- 
attack WAS bind a redoubt, which the French had abandoned on their ap- 


treries proach, There they were forced to continue till night came on, 
bis al hen it was neceffary to make 4 retreat, N Se not be 
ilfulhy effected without Wert Ma lafst: ©. 5291 Va 
nd de- This check is ſaid to have had a ſtrong effect on ts ho 8 | 
was health of General Wolfe, who ſaw all his own meaſures miſ- 
temper Wi wt while thoſe of other commanders in, North America, 


vw has. 
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of General Wolfe began to deſpair of its ſucceſs: yet, what- A. D. 8 
ever it was poſſible to perform, he was determined to at- 17 59. 
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1 
A. D. during the ſame year, had been attended with extraordinary ſuc, 
1759: ceſs. About this time he ſent home a letter, couched in terms 
of deſpondeney, but which diſplayed a ſpirit that would continue 
the campaign to the laſt poſſible moment. As it ſeemed neceſ. 
fary to abandon all farther proſpects of gaining any advantage 
on the ſide of Montmorenci, Admiral Holmes's ſquadron, which 
had returned to aſſiſt in the late unſucceſsful attack, was again 
ordered to move up the river for ſeveral days ſucceſſively. This 
had a better effect than before; for, though Montcalm kept his ol 
ſituation, he detached Mr. de Bougainville with 15 men to 
watch the motions of the Engliſh admiral. Admiral Saunders, 3 
who Rill remained in his firſt poſition, was ordered to make x 
feint with every appearance of reality, as if the troops had in- 
tended to land below the town, and attack the French entrench- 
ments on the Beauport ſhore. While the enemy were amuſed 
by theſe movements, the general embarked his troops aboard the 
_ tranſports the 12th July at one in the morning, and proceeded 
three leagues farther up the river than the intended place, of land 
ing: then he put them into boats, and fell down ſilently with the 
| tide, unobſerved by the French centinels poſted along the ſhore; - 
the ſhips of war followed them, and, by a well-conducted na. 
vigation, arrived exactly, at the time concerted, to cover their | 
landing. When they were put on ſhore, a hill appeared be- 
fore them extremely high and ſteep, having a little winding 
path, ſo narrow that two men could not go abreaſt, and*even | 
this ſtrongly entrenched and defended by a captain's guard, WW 
This ſmall body was ſpeedily diflodged by the Engliſh light in. 
fantry ; after which the whole army aſcended the hill, and at | 
day- break appeared regularly formed in order of battle., 
Montcalm could hardly believe the advices that were brought 
him, ſo impregnable did he imagine the city to be on this fide: | 
but his own obſervation ſoon convinced him of the Engliſh 
movements, and that the bigh town might be attacked by thei 
army, while the low town might be deſtroyed by their fleet | 
It was thus become neceſlary, notwithſtanding all his difinclin | 
tion to ſuch a meaſure, to decide the fate of Quebec by the | 
event of a battle: accordingly he quitted Beauport, paſſed the 
river St, Charles, and formed his troops oppolite to the Englil | 


army. The ſucceſs af this engagement, conducted with : 
Fry „ 
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moſt 1eliberate wiſdom, united with the moſt heroic bravery, put A. D. 
Great Britain in poſſeſſion of the capital of French America; but 1 759. | 
not without the loſs of the brave General Wolfe, who expired in | | 
| the arms of victory. It is foreign to my deſign to deſcribe the ju- | 1 
| dicious diſpoſition, animated behaviour, and ſteady perſevering 
] courage of the Britiſh troops: theſe were the immediate cauſe 
1 of the reduction of Quebet;z but the matter could not have been 
. | brought to this iſſue, had not the marine co-operated with an un- 
s | animity, ardour, and perſeverance, that can never be enough ce- 
oY Icbrated. When the Engliſh entered the place, they found the 
$ fortifications in tolerable order, but the houſes almoſt totally de- 
4 moliſhed. 5000 men were left to defend the garriſon, and the re- 
n- | mainder returned to England with the fleet, which failed ſoon, 
h- leſt it ſhould be locked up by the froſt in the river St. Lawrence. 
ed If we turn our attention to the affairs of the Eaſt-Indies, we 
he hall find the Britiſh arms equally triumphant. The French | 
led | were unſucceſsful in all their attempts by land, particularly i 3 
nd- the fiege of Madraſs : they had till, however, a conſiderable 
the ſuperiority of land-forces in India, and they had ſtrained every 
ns nerve to enable the fleet under Mr. d' Ache to cope with that 
he of Admiral Pocock. The former was augmented to eleven s ſail 
beit of the line, beſides frigates and ſtore-ſhips, an armament hither- 
be; to unknown in the Indian ſeas The Engliſh commander no 
ding | ſooner had intelligence of their arrival in thoſe parts than he 
eren ſailed to the coaſt of Coromandel, and determined, by the moſt 
ward, . unremitted exertions of vigilance, to purſue, and give them bat- 
at in- tle. This refolution ſhews the ardour and fpirit of the Englith 
nd & navy at this period, as their enemies had a fuperiority of 192 
On uns, 2365 men, beſides a great advantage in the fize of their 7 
ought bips “. In the morning of the ſecond of September the French 
s de: fleet were deſcried from the maſt-head: Admiral Pocock imm 
inglih diatehy threw out the ſignal for a general chaſe ; but, the wind 
J 2 ating, he could not approach near enou gh to engage, _— 
r Heel. | 
nclin®” b Theſe were 1 ß! | Guns, 3 | 
bythe \ 2oflaque 2 8 wade _ | 6 ey 
fed the Minataur Eng 7 660 The Fortune, „ 0 
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A. D. he audit all the ſail he could carry: during ſovezat days hi 


1759 endcavours to bring the French fleet to an engagement, which 
they always declined, were. equally fruitleſs. At length they 
totally diſappeared, and the admiral ſtood for Pondicherry, on 

a ſuppoſition that they intended to ſail thither. His conjecture 
| was well founded; for on the eighth day of September he ob. 
| ſerved them ſtanding to the ſouthward, and on the tenth, about 
two in the afternoon, Mr. d' Ache, ſeeing no poſſibility tg 

eſcape, made the ſignal for battle. The cannonading begin 
without farther delay, and both ſquadrons engaged with equal 
impetuoſity: but the French directing their cannon at the fran 
and rigging, while the Engliſh fired only at the hulls of the 
| ſhips, the former ſuſtained ſuch a loſs of men, and found thei 
veſſels in ſo ſhattered a condition, that they were glad to ſheer 
off, with all their canvas ſet. The loſs on the fide of the! Log. 
- Iiſh was not inconſiderable, there being in the whole 569 men 
killed and wounded : but that on the fide of the French mul 
have been far greater, as their ſhips could hardly keep the ſez, | 
and they were obliged to make the beſt of their way to the 
iſland. af Mauritius, in order to be refitted. Soon after this 
engagement Admiral Corniſh arrived from England with four 
| ſhips of the line, and confirmed the dominion of the Englih 
over the Indian ſeas. * 
- Phe French, being equally mee in a. Afriea and 
- Amerie ſought in vain to repair their misfortunes : no-ſooner 
was? a fleet put to ſea than it was either taken or deſtroyed: they. 
were active to no purpoſe; for, while they built and armed | 
veſſels with the greateſt ſpeed and diligence, they only labour 
ed for the : Englith, whoſe fleet was continually augmented by 
captures from the. enemy. But neither the loſs of their pa, 
ſeſſions, nor the deſtruction of their fleets, rior the complaint 
of twenty millions of people exhauſted by oppreſſion, coul 
check the fatal ambition of the French court. The minilt 
ſeemed to derive courage from delpair, and the greater misfor- 
tunes they ſuſtained, the more daring were the projects which 
they had in agitation. All their ports were now filled with pre. 
parations for an invaſion of Great Britain. Men of war, tranh 
Ports, and flat-bottomed boats, were got ready with the utwolt 
diligence: they talked of a triple embarkation. Mr. Ho 
| 5 | e 1 1 Be | Vn 
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| #ho, from being a captain of a merchant veſſel, had fucceltively A.D. 
| become 2 commander of 2 privater, and now a commodore in 1 n 
the French ſervice, commanded a ſquadron of men of war and 
| ſeveral tranſports at Dunkirk, which, it was believed, were in. 
tended againſt Scotland. The deſign, againſt England was to be 
carried on from Havre de Grace and ſome other ports of Nor- 
mandy, where a great number of flat-bottomed boats had been 
prepared for the purpoſe of tranſporting troops. The third em- 
| barkation, deſtined againſt Ireland, was to be made at Vannes 
in the Lower Brittany, The land-forces were commanded by 
the Duc d'Aguillon, while a powerful ſquadron under Mr. de 
Conſlans was to cover and ſecure their landing. In order to 
| counteract theſe machinations, the Engliſh miniſtry ordered a 
ſquadron under Commodore Boyce to be ſtationed before Dun- 
kirk : Admiral Hawke was ſent with a large fleet to block up the 
harbour of Breſt, while a ſmaller fleet kept a watch upon that 
of Vannes. As to Havre, from which the danger ſeemed moſt 
imminent, Rear-admiral Rodney was deſpatched, with orders 
immediately to proceed to the bombardment of that place. He 
accordingly anchored in the road of Havre in the beginning of 
July, and made a diſpoſition to execute his inſtructions. The 
bomb-ketches were placed in the narrow channel of the river 
leading to Honfleur, and, having begun the bombardment, 
continued to throw their ſhells for above two days without in- 
termiſſion, The town was ſet on fire in ſeveral places, the boats 
overſet or reduced to aſhes, and, at the expence of ninetcen 
hundred ſhells and eleven hundred carcaſſes, the French pre- 
| parations at Havre were totally deſtroyed. 
While the danger threatening England from the northern 
coaſt of France was thus happily removed, the honour of the . 
Britiſh flag was effectually maintained by the gallant Admita! 
Boſcawen, who commandedi in the Mediterranean. The French 
bad aſſembled chere a conkiderable armament i under the com- 


i It conliſted of the f. —. 99 dps: J. e Modell, — . 4a BUR 
L'Ocean, | 80 guns, Le Lien: R KKH» 6+ 
Le br. 74 Le Triton, — 64 n ee 
Le Cent. ur, 9 le Fier, — „ 

e Souverain, — — 74 L'Otiflamme, — 50 
Le Guerrier, 3 64 La Chimere, — 26 
Le Temetaire, 9 0 4 l La Minerve, | — 24 
Le Fantaſque, „ La Gtacieuſe, — 24 
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A. D. mand of Mr. de la Clue, which ſome believed to be deſtinet 

I 17 59. for America, while others conjectured, that it was deſigned to 
reinforce the ſquadron at Breſt, and to co-operate with it in the · 
intended deſcent on the Engliſh coaſt. At preſent. Mr. de la 
| Clue continued to lie in the/ harbour of Toulon, before which 
Admiral Boſcawen took bis dation witli fourteen fhips of the 
line *, befides frigates and fire-ſhips. YT 
45 e having in vain diſplayed the Britifh flag it in ebe t 
Toulon, and tried every other art to bring the enemy to an en- 
gagement, ordered three ſhips of the line, commanded by the 
1 Captains Smith, Barker, and Harland, to advance and burn tuo 
1 5 Prench veſſels lying clofe to the mouth of the harbour. Ther 
prepared for executing their orders with the utmoſt alacrity, 
but met with a warm reception from ſeveral batteries, which 
had not been before perceived; and, the wind unfortunately 
jubſñiding into a calm, they ſuſtained ſuch conſiderable damage 
as made it convenient for the Engliſh admiral to put into Gib. 
raltar to refit his ſhattered ſhips. Mr. de la Clue ſeized this 
opportunity of failing, in hopes of paſſing the Gut of Gibraltar 
unmoleſted during the abſence of the Englith fleet. But Boſcauen 
had previouſly detached two frigates, of which one cruiſed off 
Malaga, and the other hovered between Eſteporta and the for- 
treſs of Ceuta, in order to obſerve the motions of the enemy, 
On the 179th day of Auguſt the Gibraltar frigate made the ſignal 
at the maſt-head for the enemy being in ſight z upon which the 
Engliſh admiral without delay hove up his anchors, and put to: 

: "Ay At day-light he deſcried ſeven large ſhips, part of Mr. de 
la Clue's ſquadron, from which five ſhips of the line and three 
frigates had been leparated in the night. Having made the y- 
nal to chace, and to engage in line of battle a-head, his fore- 
moſt ſhips came up with the rear of the enemy about half after 
two. The Admiral enen did not wait to return the are of he 


* 


n Theſe were; 1 ID The intrepid, — 64g 

Tbe Namur, — go guat, Edgar, |, — 
Prince, e 90 America, — 
Newark, — 80 St. Albaa's, — 

| Culladen, —— 14 5 Jerſey, : — 
»» Wiorſpight, — 74 Portland, hk 
5 | Conqueror, — 16 SGucraſey, — 

— 70 | ; 
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| clock he ran athwart her hawſe, and poured into her a furious 

| broadſide, which was returned with equal vivacity. This diſ- 

pute, however, was not of long continuance; for the French 

admiral being wounded in the ee at the next in 
command perceiving that Boſcawen's veſſel had loſt her mizen- 

maſt and top-fail yards, went off with all the ſail he could carry. 


and joined ſome other ſhips in attacking the Centaur, which was 

| obliged to ſtrike, The purſuit continued all night, and Mr. de 
W 1: Cluc, finding himſelf at day-break on the coaſt of Portugal, 
ity, determined rather to burn his ſhips than allow them to fall into | 
ich W the hands of the victors. When he reached the Portugueſe 
tely ſhore, he put his ſhip under the protection of the Fort Almada- | 
age na, to which the Engliſh paid no regard. He himſelf landed 
3ib. vim part of bis men; bat the Count de Carne, who ſucceeded 
this to the command of the Ocean, having received a broadſide from 
altar the America, ftruck his colours, and the Englith took poſſeſſion 5 
wen of this noble prize, deemed the beſt ſhip in the French navy. | 
dk WY Meanwhile Captain Bentley brought off the Temeraire, little 
for | damaged, and having on board all her officers and men; while 
lem. Kcar-admiral Broderic burnt the Redoubtable, and took the Mo- 


Kernmoſt, but employed every effort to come up with the Ocean, A. D. 
which Mr. de la Clue commanded in perſon; and about four 17 59. 


| Mr. Boſcawen ſhifted his flag from the Namur to the Newark, 5 


ſional Leſte. The ſcattered remains of the French fleet got with diſh= 1 


u the "WY culty into the harbour of Cadiz, where they were ſoon after 
out to: blocked up. Nothing was wanting to complete the glory of this 
Ar. de victory; for it was obtained with the loſs of only fifty-ſix men 
| three killed, and 195 wounded, and not one officer loſt i in the action. 
he 69- After the memorable naval engagement off Cape Lagos, the 
s fore - French met with a difaſter by land equally calamitous. The im- 
If after portant battle of Minden deprived them of all hopes of again 
ol the eetting poſſeſſion of Hanover, or of putting their affairs in ſuch 
1 a ſituation in Germany as might afford them the proſ pect of any 5 
5 pther than an ignominious peace. They were under the unhappy _ 
„ neceſſity, therefore, of trying a laſt effort on an element which 
1 had hitherto been extremely unpropitious to all their deſigns. 
Their ſole hopes now centered in their fleets at Breſt and 5 "8 


Tel the latter by Commodore Boyce. They e ed, how. . 


rk, the former of which was blocked up by Admiral Hawke, 15 


7” 8 NAVAL HES TORY. 
A. D. ever, that the winter ſtorms would compel the Engliſh "REN 
1759. take refuge in their own harbours, and thus afford them an op- 
| portunity to croſs the ſea unoppoſed, and to execute the objec 
of their deſtination againſt the Britiſh coaſts. In this expecta- 
tion they were not wholly diſappointed : on the 12th of Otto. 
ber a violent gale of wind, which gathered into an irreſiſtible 
ſtorm, drove the Englith ſquadrons off the French coaſt, Thu. 
rot, a French adventurer, availed himſelf of this accident to ob. 
tain his releaſe from Dunkirk, without being diſcovered by 
Commodore Boyce, who, upon the firſt information of his de- 
= parture, failed immediately in purſuit of him : but Thurot had 
| | | the good fortune or dexterity to elude his vigilance, by enter. 

| = ing the port of Gottenburgh i in Sweden, where he was laid up 
Tl. till after Chriſtmas by the ſeverity of the weather and want of 
| Knnnceceſſuries to enable his ſhips and men to keep the _ 
i= Admiral Hawke's ſquadron had taken refuge, during the vie. 
i lence of the ſtorm, in the harbour of Torbay. When its fury 
_ began to ſubſide, the French Admiral Conflans perceiving no 
1 enemy on the coaſt, immediately put to ſea. But the ſame day 
1 that He ſailed from Breſt, the Engliſh admiral ſailed from Tor. 
Tg : bay. The two ſquadrons) 1 were the moſt powerful of any em- 
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Torbay, 74 700 1 Le Soleil Royal, — $0 1106 
Magnanime, 74 7200 Le Tonnant— 90 
— 80 
Hero, | | 14 600 L'Orient, 0". — 80 
Swiltſure, 170 520 L'Intrepide, — 14 
Dorſetſhire, 0 510 Le Glorieus, — ' 14 
Burford, 70 $520 Le Theke, — 74 
_ Chicheſter, - 7 320 Leros, em Ra 14 | 
Temple, 70 5120 Le Robuſte, — 74 
Revenge, | 64 480 Te Magnifique, — 14 


Reſolution, — 74 609 Le Formidable, 
— 7 
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loyed in the courſe of the war, and worthy to be cata A. D, 
with the fate of the two leading kingdoms in Europe. Their 17 39. 


forces were nearly equal, the Engliſh being, by ſome veſſels, 


more numerous, but having no ſuperiority i in number of men, 
or weight of metal. 


Sir Edward Hawke directed his courſe fi Quiberon-bay on 


the coaſt of Bretagne, which he conjectured would be the ren- 


Jdezyous of the French ſquadron, but here fortune oppoſe 4. 
well-concerted meaſures for a ſtrong gale ſprung up in an eaſt. 


erly point, and drove the Engliſh fleet a great way to the weſt- 


ward: at length, howeyer, the weather became more favour- 
able, and carried them in directly to the ſhore. The Maidſtone 
and Coventry frigates, who had orders to keep a-head of the 
{quadron, diſcovered the enemy's fleet in the morning of the 
zoth of November. They were bearing to the northward be- 
tween the iſland of Belleifle and the main land of France. Sir 
Edward Hawke threw out a ſignal for ſeven of his ſhips, that 
were neareſt, to chace, i in order to detain the French fleet until 
they themſclves could be reinforced with the reſt of the ſqua- 
dron, which were ordered to form into a line of battle a-head, 
as they chaced, that no time might be loſt in the purſuit. Theſe I 


EQ 
manqœuvres indicated the utmoſt reſolution and intrepidity ; for 


at this time the wayes rolled. mountains high, the weather grew 


more and more tempeſtuous, and the ſea, on this treacherous 


coaſt, was indented with ſand and ſhoals, ſhallows and rocks, 


as unknown to the Engliſh pilots as they were familiar to thoſe | 


of the enemy. But Sir Edward Hawke, animated by the innate 
fortitude of his own heart and the warm love of his country, 
diſregarded every danger and obſtacle that ſtood in the way of 


| his obtaining the important ſtake which now depended. Mr. de 


Conflans might have hazarded a fair battle on the open ſea with» 3 
out the 1 imputation of e but he thought proper to attempt | 


ns Guns. Men. „„ 5 Guns. Men, 
Le Superbe, — 0 80 Le Solitaire, — 64. 750 
Le Dauphin, | E Ls Brilliant, — 64 150 
Le Dragon, P _ 64 750 Fo L'Eveille, ; Bo — 750 
Le Northumberland, 63 750 „ Bizarre, — 64 750 
Le Spbin n, — 64 75 I. Inflexible, — 64 750 


a The F rench had five frignes, and ten Na Hawke. between Uthapt and Lena 
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g | A D. a more artful game, which, however, he did rot Slay with he 
| 17 59. addreſs which his ſituation required. As he was unwilling to riſſ 
'F 


a fair engagement, he could have no other view but to dray 
the Engliſh ſquadron among the rocks and ſhoals, that, at a 
proper time, he might take advantage of any diſaſter that befel 
them: but, fluctuating between a reſolution to fight and an in- 
clination to fly, he allowed the Britiſh ſhips to come up with 
him, and then crowded his ſail when it was too late to eſcape. 
At half an hour after two the van of the Engliſh fleet began 
the engagement with the rear of the enemy. The Formidable, 
commanded by the French rear-admiral Mr. du Verger, beha. 
ved with uncommon reſolution, and returned many broadſides 
poured into her by the Engliſh ſhips as, they paſſed to bear 
| down on the van of the French. Sir Edward Hawke reſerved 
T8 | His fire, and ordered his maſter to carry him along: ſide of the 
1 French admiral, The pilot obſerved, that he could not obey ; 
9 | his orders without the moſt imminent riſk of running upon a 
l 1 | ſhoal: the brave admiral replied, You have done your duty 
1 „in pointing out the danger; now you are to obey my com- 
4 mands, and lay me along-fide the Soleil Royal.“ While the 
J pilot was preparing to gratify his deſire, the 'Thesee, a French 
18 _ thip of ſeventy guns, generouſly interpoted itſelf between the 
two admirals, and received the fire which Hawke had deſtined. 
for a greater occaſion, In returning this fire, the Theser 
foundered, in conſequence of a high ſea that entered her lower. 
deck ports: the Superbe ſhared the ſame fate; the Heros. 
itruck her colours, and the formidable did the ſame about four 
in the afternoo . Darknefs coming on, the enemy fled towards 
their * n coaſt, Seven ſhips of the line hove their guns over- 
board, abd took refuge in the river Villaine : about as many 
more, in a moſt ſhattered and miſerable condition, eſcaped to 
other ports. The wind blowing with redoubled violence on 
lee ſhore, Sir Edward made the ſignal for, anchoring to the 
_ weſtward of the ſmall iſland Dumet, where he continued al | 
night in a very dangerous riding, continually alarmed by hear 
ing guns of diſtreſs. When morning appeared, he found the 
French admiral had run his ſhip on ſhore, where ſhe was ſoon | 
after ſet on fire by her own men. Thus concluded this me- 


morable action, in which the Engliſh laſtained little loſs "a 
| at 
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what was e by the weattes; The Eſa and Reſolu- A. D. 
tion unfortunately ran on a ſand-bank called Lefour, where | 759˙ 
ey were irrecoverably loft, in ſpite of all the aſſiſtance that 
could be given; but moſt of their men and ſome part of their 85 
ſtores were ſaved: In the whole fleet no more than one lieu- 

tenant and thirty- nine ſeamen and marines were killed, and two 
hundred and two wounded. The loſs of the French in men ; 
muſt have been prodigious. All the officers on board the For- | 
midable were killed before ſhe ſtruck. They had, beſides, four . 

of The beſt ſhips in their navy deſtroyed, one taken, and the 

| whole of their formidable armament, the laſt hope of the | 
French marine, ſhattered, diſarmed, and diſtreſſed. | 

It would be unjuſt to paſs over a circumſtance which charac- 

| terizes the ſpirit that diſtinguiſhed the Englith navy at this 
happy period. Admiral Saunders happened to arrive from his 

glorious Quebec expedition a little after Hawke had ſailed. 
Notwithſtanding the length of the voyage, and the ſeverity of 

the duty in which he had been ſo long employed, he loſt not a 
moment in ſetting ſail, with a view to partake the danger and 
honour of the approaching engagement. Fortune did not favour 
the generoſity of his intentions. He was too late to give afliſt- 

ance; but ſuch a reſolution was along equal to a victory, N 
Under ſuch commanders it was impoſſible that the Engliſh Es 
flould not maintain the aſcendant over their enemies. Accord- 

ingly, in the words of a celebrated writer, who ought not on 
this ſubject to be ſuſpected of partiality, & the Engliſh had ne- 
0 ver ſuch a ſuperiority at ſea as at this time. But,” continues - 
he, they at all times had the advantage over the French. 8 
The naval force of France they deſtroyed in the war of 17413 
they humbled that of Lewis XIV. in the war of the Spaniſh 
tucceſſion; they triumphed at ſea in the reigns of Louis XIII. 
and Henry IV. and ſtill more in the unhappy times of the 

e league, Henry VIII. of England had the ſame advantage 

„ over Francis I, If we examine into paſt times, we Mall 


y hear find, that the fleets of Charles VI. and Philip de Valois. 

ind the could not withſtand thoſe of the Kings Henry V. and Edward 
as oy „Ul. of England, What can be the reaſon of this continual 

is m 


' ſuperiority ?/ Is it not that the lea, which the French can rs 
| | e 
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A. D. © five well enough without, is eſſentially neceſſary to the Eng. 
4759. « liſh, and that nations always ſucceed beſt in thoſe things by 
« which they have an abſolute occaſion ? Is is not alſo becauie 
the capital of England is a ſea-port, and that Paris knows 
« only the boats of the Seine? Is it that the Engliſh climate 
produces men of a more ſteady reſolution, and of a more 
e vigorous conſtitution, than that of France, as it produces 
ce the beſt horſes and dogs for hunting?“ Fearful leaſt he had 
gone too far in ſuggeſting a reaſon. which is doubtleſs the true 
one, he returns to his natural ſcepticiſm, and concludes in 1 
flattering ſtrain z but from Bayonne even to the coaſts of Pi. 
de cardy and Flanders, France has men of an indefatigable h. 
% bour; and Normandy alone formerly ſubdued England n. 
The events above related compoſe the principal operations of 

the Britiſh navy during the preſent year. But beſides the aftions 

| of whole ſquadrons, there were a great many captures made 
by fingle ſhips, attended with circumſtances highly honourable 
and advantageous. The Favourite of twenty guns, commanded 
by Captain Edwards, carried into Gibraltar a French ſhip of 
twenty-four guns, laden with the rich productions of St. Do- 
mingo, valued at 40,0001. 2M French privateer belonging to 
Granville, having on board two. hundred men, and mounted | 
with twenty cannon, was taken by the Montague, Captain Par- 
ker, who ſoon after made prize of a ſmaller veſſel from Duß- 
kirk, mounted with eight guns, and having on board ſixty men. 
About the ſame period, that is in the month of February; Cap 
tain Graves of the Unicorn brought in the Moras privater of 
St. Malo, carrying two hundred men and two and twenty guns. 
The Veſtal, Captain Hood, belonging to Admiral Holmes 

5 ſquadron i in the Weſt-Indies, engaged a French frigate called 
the Bellona, greatly ſuperior to the Veſtal in men and weight | 
of metal, and, after an obſtinate egen which laſted 
above two hours, took her, and brought her ſafely into port 
The Engliſh frigates the Southampton and Melampe, comma 

| ed by 1 the Captains Gilchriſt and Hotham, deſcried in the even 
ing of the 28th of March, as they were cruiſing to the nortl- 
Ward, the Danae, a French my of forty gums and three bur 


* 
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my Vohaire, siecle de Louis Quinze. ; E- 
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fred and thirty men. The Melampe came up with her in the A. D. 
night a conſiderable time before the Southampton, and with 1759. 
admirable gallantry maintained the combat againſt a ſhip of 
double her own force. As they fought in the dark, Captain 
Gilchriſt was obliged to ly by until he could diſtinguiſh the one 

| from the other. At day-break he bore down on the Danas 
with his uſual valour, and, after a briſk engagement, in which _ 
ſhe bad forty men killed and many more wounded, compelled 
her to ſurrender, This victory, however, was clouded by a 
misfortune which happened to the brave Gilchriſt. He recei- 


na. has | Ee 8 - 
Pi. | red a wound in the ſhoulder, which, though it did not deprive 
$i him of life; rendered him incapable of future ſervice. On the 


ath of April another remarkable exploit was achieved by his 
majeſty's thip Achilles, commanded by the honourable Captain 
| Barrington. The Achilles, which mounted ſixty guns, encoun- 


10 : 

= | tered, to the weſtward of Cape Finiſterre, a French ſhip of 
rable equal force, called the Count de St. Florentin, under the com- 
nded mand of the Sieur de Montay. After a cloſe engagement of 
ip of two hours, during which the French captain was (ain, and one 
„Do- hundred and ſixteen of his men killed or wounded, the Count 


de St. Florentin ſtruck her colours. She was ſo much damaged | 


ng to | Sher Colon 
unted | that it was very difficult to bring her into Falmouth. The 

n Pu- Achilles had but twenty- five men killed or wounded, and had 1 
Do- ſuſtained no hurt but in her maſts and rigging. On the 27th 85 


of March Captain Faulkner of his majeſty's ſhip the Windſor, 
mounting ſixty guns, diſcovered off the rock of Liſbon four 
Jarge ſhips to leeward, and gave them chace- As he approach- 
ed they formed the line of battle a-head, at the diſtance of 


1 | | . 
olmess about a cable's length afunder. He cloſed with the ſternmoſt 
called if ſip, which ſuſtained his fire about an hour; and then, upon 
weight |  1ynal given, the other three edged off, and the ſhip engaged 


ruck her colours. She proved to be the Duke de Chartres, 
pierced for ſixty guns, but having only twenty-four, with a 5 
omplement of three hundred men, about thirty of whom were 
lied in the action. She belonged, as well as the other three. 
Wat eſcaped, to the Eaſt-India company, was loaded with ſixty 
ons of gunpowder, and an hundred and fifty tons of cordage, 
vith a large quantity of other naval ſtores. The Windſor had, 
P I this engagement, but one man killed and eighteen wounded. 5 
vor. Iv N en nw as © 
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A. D. About the ſame time Captain Hughs of his majeſty s frigate the 
17 59. Tamer, took and carried into Plymouth two privateers, called 


armed ſhip, belonging to Dunkirk, was brought into the Dou 
by Captain Angel of the Stag; and a privateer of force, called 


ſtinate engagement, by his majeſty's ſhip the Adventure, con. 
manded by Captain Moore. In the beginning of October the 
Floriſſant, a French ſhip of 74 guns, was engaged near the 
_ chops of the channel by Captain Porter of the Hercules, The 
Engliſh veſſel having loſt one of her top-maſts and rigging, the 
Foriſſant took advantage of this misfortune to ſheer off, and | 
eſcaped behind the ifle of Oleron. 


| Captains Harrifon and Colby. 'The engagement was warm; the 
oſs on the ſide of the Engliſh inconſiderable. The enemy had 


| ceſs in Europe, ſeveral armed-ſhips of the enemy and rich 


the Velour from St. Domingo, carrying twenty guns and abot 
one hundred men, and loaded with a rich cargo, was taken y 
the Favourite ſloop of war, commanded by Captain Edwards 


Chriſtopher” s attacked two French frigates, the Amethyſte ul 
Berkeley: the former eſcaped, but the latter Was e 0 
the harbour of Baſſeterre: | 


le Chaſſeur and le Conquerant, the one from Cherburgh and 
the other from Dunkirk. A third, called the Deſpatch, from 


Morlaix, was brought into Penzance by the Diligence ſloop; 
while the Baſque from Bayonne, furniſhed with two and twen 

guns, fell info the hands of Captain Parker of the Brilliant, 
Captain Atrobus of the Surprize took the Vieux, a privater of 
Bourdeaux; and a fifth from Dunkirk, ſtruck to Captain Knight 
of the Le In the month of May a French frigate cal. 
led the Arethuſa, mounted with two and thirty guns, and com. 
manded by the marquis of Vandreuil, ſubmitted to two Eng. 


liſh frigates, the Venus and the Thames, commanded by the 
ſixty men killed and wounded. In the beginning of June n 


the Counteſs de la Serre, was ſubdued and taken, after an ob- 


While the Engliſh cruizers were attended with continual fa 


prizes were taken in the Weſt-Indies. About the fame time that} 


two French frigates and two Dutch ſhips, laden with French 


- commodities, fell into the poſſeſſion of cruizers detached iron 


Admiral Coates's ſquadron ſtationed at Jamaica. Captain W- 
lingwood, commanding his majeſty's ſhip the Creſcent, off K. 
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Theſe particular loſſes, combined with the general deſtruction A. D. 
of the French ſquadrons by Boſcawen, Hawke, Saunders, and 1759. 
Pocock, in a great meaſure ruined the French. navy. In the 
courſe of the year the Engliſh had enriched their marine with _ 
twenty-ſeven ſhips of the line, and thirty-one frigates of French 
conſtruction. They had deſtroyed eight ſkips of the line and 
| four frigates, whereas the Engliſh navy had loſt, during all the 
various operations of the preſent year, no more than ſeven men 
of war and five frigates. In reviewing the captures of merchant, 
| men, the balance is not ſo much in our favour. Notwithſtand- 
ing the courage and vigilance of the Engliſh cruizers, the French 
privateers {warmed to ſuch a degree, that in the courſe of the 
preſent year they took 210 Britiſh veſſels, chiefly, however, 
coaſters and ſmall craft, that did not chuſe to confine themſelves 
and wait for a convoy. On the other hand, we took 165 
merchant veſſels from the enemy; of which, as it appears from 
ſome examples above given, ny contained yeby valuable « car 
goes. N „ 
; While the naval power of rat was falling to its ruin, for . 
commerce was cut off in its ſource by the taking of Guadaloupe 
| and Quebec. The French government, broken by repeated 
| calamities, and exhauſted by exorbitant ſubſidies to its German 
allies, was reduced to the loweſt ebb of fortune. The monarch, 
however, {till found a reſource in the loyalty.and attachment of 
his people. They acquieſced in the bankruptcy of public credit, 
when the court ſtopped payment of the intereſt on twelve dif- 
terent branches of the national debt; they declared againſt eve- 
ry ſuggeſtion of accommodation that was not advantageous and 
W honourable, and they ſent in large quantities of plate to be 
melted down and coined into ſpecie, for the ſupport of the war, 
The liberal ſupplies granted by the Britiſh parliament, which 
net in November, formed a ſtriking contraſt with the indigene 
of our rivals, For the ſervice of the enſuing year they voted © 
Wicrenty-three thouſand ſeamen, including eighteen thouſand 
three hundred and fifty-five marines; and they allotted three 
Nillions fix hundred and forty thouſand pounds for their main- 
tenance. The ſums deſtined to other purpoſes were no leſs am- 
Die; the whole amounted to fifteen millions five hundred and 
res thouſand five hundred and fixty-four pounds. Of this | 
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A. D. immenſe ſupply not leſs than two millions three hundred and 
1759: forty-four thouſand four hundred and eighty- ſix pounds were 
paid to foreigners, for ſupporting the war in Germany, excy. 
* five of the money expended by twenty thouſand Britiſh troops |} 
in that country, and the charge of tranſporting them, with the 
expence of pontage, waggons, and other contingencies, and the 
exorbitant article of. forage, which alone amounted, in the 
1 courſe of tlie laſt ape to one e million two hundred thou. 
| ſand pounds. | | A 
| The comparative expence 5 our naval preparations, and of 
the German war, affected, with equal aſtoniſhment and con. 
cern, many diſintereſted and diſpaſſionate-men, whoſe imagina. 
tions were leſs heated than thoſe of the bulk of the people 
with the enthuſiaſtic ardour of victory. Amiglt the triumphs of 
glory and ſucceſs concealed murmurs were heard, which, in 2 
free nation, were ſpeedily re-echoed with increaſed force. Men 
formed themſelves into parties according to their different no. 
tions upon this ſubject, and the diſpute between the naval and 
continental ſchemes came to be the common topic, not only of 
public aſſemblies but of private converſation. The abettors of 
the naval intereſt aſſerted, that the inſular ſituation of Great 
J Britain, as well as the continued experience of many ages, 
1s | clearly pointed out the courſe which England ought to purſue 
| in her wars with France. They pretended not that the former 
| kingdom ought never, in any caſe, to take part in the diſputes | 
1 porf the continent; but this, they thought, ought always to be - 
4 as an auxiliary only. She might even engage with ſuccek in a 
continental war againſt France; provided the had a concurrence 
in her favour of the neighbouring powers of. the continent, | 
This was the grand principle of King William, and the founda. | 
tion of that alliance, at the head of which, in defence of tle 
- liberties of Europe, he acted the greateſt part that can be allot- | 
ted to man. It was on the ſame principle that, in conjunction 
with the powers of the empire, we carried on the war with {o 
much honour and ſucceſs againſt Francez under the duke ot } 
Marlborough. But to engage in a continental war with that 
kingdom, not only unaſſiſted but oppoſed” by the greateſt part 
of thoſe ſtates with which we were then combined, is an . 


tempt never to be juſtified by any comparative! eee 4 
e | the 
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the populouſneſs, the revenues, or the general ſtrength of the A. 


had choſen for that war was the moſt unfortunate that could 
poſſibly be imagined. Germany has at all times proved the 
firmeſt bulwark againſt French ambition, What, therefore 
could France her ſelf more heartily deſire than to ſee the {words 
of the Germans turned againſt 'each other, and England. co- 
| operate with all her power in embittering the hoſtilities which 
| have already delolated that country. In carrying on a war 
there, France has many adyantages: ſhe ſupports her armies in 
a great meaſure by pillaging thoſe whom, in every view, is is 
her intereſt to weaken: ſhe is not very remote from her own 
frontiers, from which her armies may be recruited and ſupplied 
without great expence: even when unſucceſsful, ſhe is brought | 
ſtill nearer her own territories, ſupports her troops with till 
greater facility, and exhauſts ſtilLleſs the natural wealth of her 
people. If ſhe was obliged to take refuge at home, would the 
| Engliſh continue ſo frantic as to follow her into her own domi- 
nions? To Great Britain, on the other hand, every thing is 
| unfavourable in ſuch a war. The utmoſt ſucceſs with which 
her arms can be attended, will only carry the Engliſh to a 


length, the tranſport of proviſion, artillery, ammunition, and 
the infinite impediments of a large army, muſt become altoge- 
ther impracticable. Upon this plan, victory itſelf cannot ſave 
us, and all our ſucceſſes will only ſerve to accumulate new di- 
ſcreiles, new difficulties, and new charges. As to the king of 
| Pruflia, what does he give us in return for the immenſe ſubſidies 
| which are paid him? Inſtead of aſſiſting our armies, is he able to 
defend himſelf ?. Befides, he is the worſt ally we could have 
choſen, on account of his long and intimate connection with 
our enemies, and the general lightneſs of his faith in deferting 
every engagement which forms an obſtacle to his ambition. He 
| 13 looked upon as the protector of the proteſtant religion: but 
has he not deſolated the firſt proteſtant electorate? has he not 
divided the reformed ſtates of Germany, and turned their 
ſwords againſt each other? And do not his writings ſufficiently 
teſtify not only his indifference to.the-proteſtant cauſe, but his 
total diſregard to all religion whatever ? Had England kept 
8 e „„ d 


two nations. They aſſerted ſtill farther, that the theatre we 1759. 


greater diſtance from their reſources; and, by going a certain 
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A. D. herſelf clear of the inextricable labyrinth of German politics, 
17 59. the might, without exhauſting her own vigor by attacking | 
France on her ſtrong ſide, have been before this time, in pol. 
ſeſſion of all the French colonies together: even had the French 
therefore got poſſeſſion of Hanover, (which could not le 
ſuffered more by this event than it has already done in the 
courſe of the war,) England, while her own power was entire, 
and while ſhe held all the commercial reſources of France in 
her hands, muſt not only have recovered the Hanoverian do. 
minions to their lawful ſovereign, but have procured full 4 
demnification to them for what they had ſuffered in our quarrel, | 
The adyocates for continental meaſures were obliged to ac. 
| Enowledge the exorbitant expence of a German war; but they | 
_ affirmed, that, if it had coſt England much, it had coſt France 
Kill more, as the number of French troops to be paid exceeds | 
the difference between French and Engliſh pay. They obſerved, | 
that her ſubſidies to German princes greatly exceeded ours, al. 
though ſhe had not derived fo much advantage from all her al. 
lies together as England had done from the victory of the king 
of Pruſſia at Roſbach: that the German war had brought the 
finances of France to that deplorable condition which all Europe | 
had witneſſed: that her chief ſtrength and attention, being en · 
gaged in this quarter, were in a great meaſure withdrawn from 
her navy, her commerce, and her colonies ; which had enabled 
England to deprive her of the beſt part of her colonies, to ren. 
der her commerce equally precarious and unprofitable, and to 
give ſuch a blow to her navy as, perhaps, ſhe might never bo 
able to recover. But had England, inſtead of exhauſting the 
French reſources by diverting their efforts to Germany, allowed 
that country to receive laws from her rival, the continental war W 
| would have ſoon terminated, and France, ſtrengthened by vic- | 
tory, by conqueſt, and by alliance, would have preſerved the | 
whole force and revenue of her mighty monarchy entire, to act 
againſt Great Britain, %% dos no m/ By, | 
Theſe reaſonings will be intereſting as long as the great ſyſtem} 
of European politics continues in any meaſure the ſame, and 3 
long as the meaſures of the Britiſh court are liable to be warped] 
by the ſame motives as formerly. I would therefore obſerig] 
chat taking for granted the facts alledged by the 1 of our 
e Þ | „„ peng 
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German allies, (many of which require proof), and ſuppoſing A. D. 
chat France had expended even more than Great Britain in pro- 1759. 
ſccuting the German war, the principal queſtion would ſtill be 
undecided. It would be proper ſtill farther to inquire, whether 
England or France could maintain the ſame number of troops, 
and make the ſame efforts in Germany, at the ſmalleſt expence ? 
whether, on the plan of a continental war alone, the revenues 
and reſources of France or England will be ſooneſt exhauſt- 
ed? and which of the two kingdoms could, with the ſmalleſt 0 
trouble and expence, augment its navy, and proſecute ſucceſsful , 
enterpriſes in diſtant parts of the world ? Theſe queries need 
only be propoſed ; their ſolution is obvious, and it ſhows, in 
the fulleſt light, the impropriety of England's carrying the war 
into the continent of Europe, while France poſſeſſed any ſpecies 
eds | of foreign commerce, or a fingle foot of land in Aſia, Africa, 
or America. | 1 95 ; . 
But notwithſtanding the force of evidence, and the clamour 
of party, the court remained firm in its firſt reſolution. The 
continental fyſtem prevailed more than ever; and although the 
ſupplies granted for maintaining the navy were liberal beyond . 
example, yet, the ſtrength and attention of the nation being di- 
rerted to a different channel, our marine enterpriſes appeared to 


en · 

af languiſh at a time when paſt ſucceſs ought to have cauſed them 

abled o be puſhed with the utmoſt vigour, and fewer exploits were 

) ren- | achieved at fea in 1760 than are recorded in the memoirs of 

A bc preceding , 8 
er bo The Britiſh navy at this time amounted to 120 ſhips of the 1760. | 
ig the line, beſides frigates, fire-ſhips, ſloops, bombs, and tenders. 
lowed Of theſe capital ſhips ſeventeen were ſtationed in the Eaſt- Indies, 

tal war Ml | twenty for the defence of the Weſt-India iflands, twelve in 

by vic-| North America, ten in the Mediterranean, and fixty-one either 

ied the on the coaſt of France, in the harbours of England, or cruizing 

to al in the Engliſh ſeas for the protection of commerce. Conſidering 


theſe mighty preparations, it is remarkable, that the return of 

the little ſquadron commanded by Thurot (which, as was al- 

, and » WY -©9 mentioned, had taken refuge the preceding year in the 

. warped! harbour of Gottenburg in Sweden) thould have cauſed a general 
obſerte, darm over the three kingdoms. This inconſiderable arma- 
1s of our! vent originally conſiſted of five frigates, on board of which 
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A. D. were 1270 land-ſoldiers. They had ſailed from Gottenburg 3.1 
e 700. Bergen in Norway, and during thar voyage had ſuffered 7 | 
much by ſtorms, that they were obliged to fend back one of 
their largeſt veſſels to France. It. was not till the fifth of De. 

cember that they were able to fail directly for the place of thei | 

deſtination, which was the northern coaſt of Ireland. In this | 
voyage their ill fortune continued to purſue them. For near 
three months they were obliged to ply off and on among the 
weſtern ifles of Scotland, during which time they ſuffered every 
poſſible hardſhip: their men thinned and diſheartened, ſuffering 
by famine and diſeaſe, one thip irrecoverably loſt, and the re. | 
maining three fo ſhattered, that they were obliged to put into 
the iſle of Ilay. Here this enterpriſing adventurer, though op. 
preſſed with misfortune, and ſteeled by ſuch hardſhips as tog 
often extinguith every generous principle of humanity, behaved 
with the utmoſt juſtice and moderation, paying handſomely fot 
the cattle and proviſions which he had occaſion to uſe, and 
treating the natives with unuſual courteſy and kindneſs: 
As ſoon as the weather permitted, Thurot quitted this iland; | 
and purſued his deſtination to the bay of Carrickfergus in Ire: 
land, where, on the 21ſt of February, he effected a deſcent with | 
600 men. They advanced without oppoſition to the town, 
| which they found as well guarded as the nature of the place; | 
- _____ Which was entirely open, and the circumſtances of Colonel Jen- 
L nings, who commanded only four companies of raw undiſcipl. 
ned men, would allow. A vigorous defence was made, until 

the ammunition of the Engliſh failed; and then Colonel Jennings 
retired to the caſtle of Carrickfergus, which, however, was in 
all reſpects untenable; being unprovided in proviſions and an. 
munition, and having a breach in the wall of near fifty feet wide: 
nevertheleſs, they repulſed the aſſailants in their firſt attack, 
having ſupplied the want of ſhot with ſtones and rubbiſh. A 
length the colonel ſurrendered, on condition that his troops 
| ſhould bt ranſomed by exchanging them for an equal number of 
French priſoners ; that the caſtle of Carrickfergus ſhould not be 
| demoliſhed, nor the town burned or plundered. This laſt c. 
1 cumſtance, however, was not ſtrictly obſerved. The magiſtrates | 
of Carrickfergus refuſed ſuch ſupplies of wine and proviſions | 
the French officers demanded, and thus, by their own _ | 

. Is LINE, akin 
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dence, cauſed the town to be ſubjected to a contribution, which; A. D. 
however, was not immoderate. Thurot, having by chis time 17608 


; got notice of the defeat of Conflans's expedition, and hearing 
* that a conſiderable body of regular troops were aſſembled, and : 
ol preparing to march to the aſſiſtance of the inhabitants of Car- 
wh rickfergus, embarked, and ſet ſail for France, after gaining great 
0 reputation by the exploits of a ſquadron, which deſerves to be 
he conſidered as little better than a wreck of the ney enterpriſe 
ry | againſt the Britiſh coaſts. 
ing | > But this gallant adventurer had not left tke bay of Carrick- 
re: fergus many hours, when he perceived, near the coaſt of the 
nts ile of Man, three fail that bore down on him: "Theſe were 
op. Engliſh frigates, the Zolus of thirty-ſix guns, commanded 
100 by Captain Elliot, the Pallas and Brilliant, each of thirty-two 
=} guns, under the command of the Captains Clements and Logie, 
fot) who bad been deſpatched by the duke of Bedford, lord-licute- 
ms Wu of Ireland, in queſt of the French ſquadron: At nine in 
the morning of the 28th of February, Captain Elliot came up 
and: with the Belleiſle, commanded by Thurot, which was ſuperior to 
15 the Zolus in ſtrength of men, number of guns, and weight of 
with metal; but both ihip and men were in a bad condition. The 
aun, engagement was hardly begun, when the Pallas and Brilliant 
lace attacked the other two ſhips of the enemy. The action was 
Jen maintained with great ſpirit on both ſides for an hour and a 
coll half, when Captain Elliot's lieutenant boarded the Belleifle, 
nt who immediately ſtruck her colours, the gallant Thurot having - 
nings fallen in the action. The Engliſh took poſſeſſion of their prizes, 
rasin | and conveyed them into the bay of Ramſay in the Iſle of Man. 
1a In this engagement three hundred of the French were flain, 
1 or diſabled z whereas our loſs did not exceed forty killed and 
ik wounded, The name of Thurot had become ſo terrible to all 5 


the ſea-ports of Britain and Ireland, that the ſervice performed 15 
oa this occaſion was deemed eſſential to the quiet and ſecurity of 

| theſe kingdoms, The thanks of the houſe of commons of Ire- 

land were voted to the conquerors of Thurot as well as to lieu- 

| tenant=colonel Jennings, the commanding officer at Carrickfer- 

gus; and the defeat and capture of this petty ſquadron was ces 

lebrated with the moſt hearty and univerſal rejoicings. Such, 

Vas the fate of the laſt branch of the grand armament which 

Vor. IV. ee d. 
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A. D. had ſo long been the hope of France, and the terror of « 3 
1769. Britain. 0 terror of Great 


| filering the immenſe inequality of numbers, (for, although the | 
_ garriſon originally conſiſted of 500, he had not now above 
Zooo effective men), favoured more of youthful temerity than 


no ſooner did our ſquadrons appear on the coaſt, than every 


_ amounted originally to 5000 men, a number much too imall, 
conſidering both the nature of the place, and the number of 
. French forces which {till remained in Canada. The fortiſica- 
tions of Quebec were weak and incomplete; without any kind 


fliege, almoſt to a ruin. Mr. Levi had collected at Montre 
ooo experienced militia of Canada, with 300 Indians, beſides 


ten battalions of regular troops, amounting to about 5008 men 


and while his proviſions and ammunition fell down the river St. 


favour his deſigns. The Engliſh army, having marched out ot | 


| ed the enemy's van with fuch impetuoſity, that it was obliged | 
to give way, and to fall back on the main body. This advan- 


by this time had formed in columns. The fire became ſo hot, 
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In North America the affairs of the French had taken ſuch a 
turn as afforded them a happy proſpect of future ſucceſs, While 
the operations of the war there were intrufted to the land. forces 
alone, England was unfortunate, and France triumphant: but 


thing returned to its former ſituation, and Britain was as victo- 
rious as before. The garriſon left for the defence of Quebec 


of outworks; and the town had been reduced, during the late 


more. With this force he took the field on the 17th of April; 


Lawrence under a convoy of fix frigates, the French army ar- | 
rived in ten days march at the heights of Abraham, three miles 


diſtant from Quebec. General Murray, who commanded the Wi 
garriſon, had it in his option either to remain within the city, | 
or to march out and try his fortune in the field, As his troops 


were habitnated to victory, and provided with a fine train of | 
artillery, he was unwilling to keep them ſhut up in a place 
which appeared to him ſcarcely tenable. He determined, there- | 
fore, to lead them againſt the enemy; a reſolution, which, con- 


of military diſcretion. At firſt, however, fortune ſeemed to 


the city, and deſcended from the heights of Abraham, attack- 


tage bronght them full on the main army of the French, which | 


that it ſtopped the progreſs of our troops; and the French, | 
5 e 5 SEL wheeling | 
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Sheeled to right and left, formed a ſemicircle which threaten- A. D. 
ed to ſurround them, and to cut off their retreat. Near a third 1760. 
of the Engliſh army were now killed or wounded, and nothing 
could be thought of in this ſituation but to make proper move- 
ments to ſecure their return to Quebec, This they effected 
without loſing many men in the purſuit; and the ſevere mis- 
fortune, occaſioned by their own temerity, rouſed the governor 

and troops to the moſt ſtrenuous efforts in defence of the place. 

| The French loſt no time in improving their victory. They 
opened the trenches on the very night of the battle: but, be- 

ing deficient in artillery, they had performed nothing of con- 
ſequence before the 15th of May, when the beſieged were re- 
inforced by the arrival of the Britiſh fleet. Then the enemy 
underſtood what it was to be inferior at ſea; for, had a French 
ſquadron got the ſtart of the Engliſh in failing up the river, 
Quebec muſt have reverted to its former owners. * 

On the gth of May, to the great joy of the garriſon, an 
Engliſh frigate anchored in the bay, and told them that Lord 
Colville who had failed from Halifax with the fleet under his 
POR, command, on the 22d of April, was then in the river St. Laws e 
les WW rence. He had been retarded in his paſſage by thick fogs and 

the WW contrary winds. . About the ſame time Commodore Swanton, 

city, arriving with a ſmall reinforcement from England, and hearing. 
oops that Quebec was beſieged, failed up the St. Lawrence with all 

n of | expedition. On the 15th he anchored at Point Levi, and early 
place | next morning ordered Captain Schomberg of the Diana, and 
nere | Captain Deane of the Loweſtoffe to flip their cables, and attack 
con- the French fleet, conſiſting of two frigates, two armed ſhips, 

\ the and a conſiderable number of ſmaller veſſels. T hey were no 
\bove | ſooner in motion than the French ſhips fled in the utmoſt diſor- 
than der. One of their frigates was driven on the rocks above Cape 

ed to Diamond; the other ran aſhore, and was burned at Point au 

put of | Tremble, about ten leagues above the town, and all that re- 
tack WY mined were taken or deſtroyed." © | 
vliged Mr. Levi had the mortification to behold, from the heights of 
\dvan- Abraham, this action, which at one ſtroke put an end to all the 
which e bopes he had conceived from his late victory. He was perſva- 

© hot, del that theſe frigates, by the boldneſs of their manner, prece- 


rench, | cel a conſiderable reinforcement, and he therefore raiſed the 
zecling i — N * e 
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| A. D. ſiege in the utmoſt precipitation, leaving behind him + * 
7 1760. quantity of baggage, tents, ſtores, magazines of proviſions ang 
| ammuagition, with thirty-four pieces of battering cannon, ten 
| $4 Feld- pieces, fix mortars, and a great number of ſcaling- ladders, 
= _ intrenching tools, and other implements neceſſary in a ſiege. 
This event, which was entirely owing to the ſeaſonable aſſiſt. 
ance of the fleet, was equally important in itſelf and in its con- 
| ſequences. While it ſecured the poſſefſon of Quebec, it gave 
an opportunity to General Murray to march to the aſſiſtance of 
General Amherſt, who was employed in the ſiege of Montreal, 
the ſecond place in Canada for extent, commerce, and ſtrength, 
Here the whole remaining force of the French in North Ame. 
rica was collected under the command of Mr. Vaudreuil, an 
enterpriſing and artful general, who neglected no means of 
| protracting the fiege. At length he was obliged to vield to the | 
| united armies, and on the 8th of September, 1760, ſurrendered 

; bis garriſon to be ſent to France, on condition that they ſhould 
not ſerve in the preſent war, and yielded up the inhabitants of | 
his government as ſubjeQs to the king of Great Britain, 
I be French had not neglected to ſend relief to a place, which 
Vas the laſt object of their hopes for regaining poſſeſſion-of 
Canada. They had deſpatched three frigates, with twenty ſhips | 
of burden, containing a reinforcement of troops and military 
_ ſtores for the garriſon of Montreal. But when the commander | 
of this expedition underſtood, that the fleet under Lord Col- 
ville had anticipated his arrival in the river $t. Lawrence, he 
attempted to land his whole embarkation in the bay of Cha. 
leurs, that they might endeavour, if poſſible, to Join the prin- | 
cipal army by land. But here they were diſcovered by Captain 
Byron with three of his majeſty's ſhips; their armament was 
taken or deſtroyed, and their whole deſign diſconcerted, Thus, 
by the bravery of our troops, and the uncommon ſpirit, vigi- | 
| lance, and activity of our navy, every. attempt of the enemy | 
was fruſtrated, and the quiet reer 5 all Canada confirmed 
to Great Britain. 
In the Eaſt-Indies the Britiſh arms were ak with equal | 
ſucceſs. After raiſing the ſiege of Fort St. George in February | 
1759. the Engliſh army poſſeſſed themſelves of the important 
fawn a and fortreſs of Conjeveram, as well as of the city Maſult | 
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| Vithout the loſs of a ſhip on either ſide. 
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tam both on the Coromandel coaſt. This coaſt joins to the A. D. 
nt rrovince of Bengal, where the French intereſt had been 1700» 


totally ruined by the conduct and gallantry of Colonel Cliye, 


Encouraged by theſe advantages, a body of 1200 men, Euro- 
-1ns and Seapoys, advanced farther, and attempted to diſlodge 
A army of French and their confederate Indians, encamped un- 


der the cannon of a fort near Wandewaſh. They were repelled 


with the loſs of between three and four hundred killed and 
wounded. But Colonel Coote, at the head of the principal body 


of Engliſh troops on that coaſt, compenſated for this diſaſter by 


inveſting and taking Wandewaſh in three days. Soon after, he 
obtained a complete victory over General Lally, who command- | 
ed an army twice as numerous as that of the Engliſh, and con- 
ſiting of 2200 Europeans and 10, ooo blacks. After this deci- 


ſive engagement, which, excepting the battle of Plaiſſy, was 


more important in its conſequences than any fought in India 
during the war, Colonel Coote undertook the ſiege of Chilliput, 
which ſurrendered in two days. He then proſecuted his march 
to Arcot the capital of the province, the fort of which being 


ſilenced, the garriſon ſurrendered themſelves priſoners of war. 
After the reduction of Arcot all the inferior places, ſuch as Per- 


macoil and Allumparva, ſubmitted. 'The important ſettlement 
of Carrical was reduced by the ſea and land forces, commanded 


by Rear-admiral Corniſh and Major Monſon ; and Colonel 


Coote formed the blockade of Pondicherry by land, while the 
harbour was beſet by the Engliſh ſquadron. This town was the 
only important ſettlement which now remained to our enemies 
in India. 8 Wo” WE, 1 115 N 5 
During all this time Admiral Pocock had, with his uſual 
ſkill and intrepidity, ſeconded the efforts of the troops. He had 
more than once compelled Mr. d'Ache, the greateſt admiral 


| that France could boaſt of, and who alone ſupported the decli- 


ning reputation of her marine, to take ſhelter under the walls 
of Pondicherry. Pocock had reduced the French ſhips to a 
very ſhattered condition, and killed a great many of their men; 


but, what ſhews the ſingular talents of both admirals, they had 


fought three pitched battles in the courſe of eighteen months, 


The 
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. D. Tbe Britiſh ſquadrons i in the Weſt-Indies were commanded 
1 760. by Admiral Holmes on the Jamaica ſtation and Sir James Doy. 


glas in the Leeward iſlands. The active vigilance of theſe 


commanders not only enabled them to protect the iſlands from 
inſult or invaſion, but prompted them to annoy the enem 8 
Rear-admiral Holmes, having in the month of October received 
intelligence, that five French frigates were equipped at Cape 
Frangois on the iſland of Hiſpaniola, in order to convoy a fleet 


of merchantmen to Europe, he ſtationed the ſhips under his 


command in ſuch a manner as gave them an opportunity to 


intercept this fleet. The principal French ſhip was the Sirenne, 
commanded by Commodore M*«Cartie, an Iriſh officer of con- 
| fiderable reputation. After two ſharp engagements ſhe ſtruck 


do the Boreas, while the other four frigates bore away, with all 
the ſail they could crowd, for the weſt end of Tortuga, to ſhel. | 


ter themſelves in Port au Prince, They were purſued by PR 


Lively and Hampſhire; the former obliged one of the French 


frigates to ſubmit, after a warm engagement of an hour and a 


| half, The Hampſhire ſtood for the other three, and, running 
between the Duke of Choiſeul and the Prince Edward „engaged 
them both at the ſame time. The firſt, having the advantage 


of the wind, made her retreat into Port au Paix: the other ran | 


aſhore about two leagues to lee ward, and ſtruck her colours. At 


the approach of the Hampſhire, the enemy ſet her on fire, and | 


the blew up. The Fleur de Lys, that had run into Freſh-water 


bay, a little to leeward of Port au Prince, ſhared the ſame fate; 4 


and thus by the gallantry of the Captains Norbury, Uvedale, and 


Maitland, and the prudent diſpoſition of Admiral Holmes, two 


large frigates of the enemy were taken, and three deftroyed. | 
Immediately after this event, advice being received by Admiral 


. Holmes, that the enemy's privateers ſwarmed about the iſland 


of Cuba, he ordered the boats of the Trent and Boreas to be 
manned, that they might proceed, under the direction of the | 
Lieutenants Millar and Stuart, to the harbour of Cumberland in 


that iſland. There they met with the Vainqueur of ten guns, 
| fixteen fwivels, and ninety men, the Mackau of fix fwivels and 
| fifteen men, and the Gueſpe of eight guns and eighty- five men 


The boats, after ſurmounting many difficulties, rowed up to the 


Vainqueur, boarded and took poſictjon of her under a cloſe 2 | 
Ike] 
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The Mackau was taken without reſiſtance; but, before: they A. D. 

could reach the Gueſpe, the enemy ſet her on fire, by which 1760. 

ſhe was deſtroyed, | | 

The ſame enterpriſing courage diſtinguiſhed the officers of | 

the ſquadron commanded by dir James Douglas off the Leeward 

Ilands. The Captains Obrien and Taylor, cruiſing near the 

Grenades, were informed that the Virgin, once a Britiſh ſloop, 

wich three French privateers, had taken refuge under the guns 

of three forts on one of theſe iſlands. They failed thither in 

order to attack themz and their enterprize was crowned with 

ſucceſs, Having demoliſhed the forts, they took the four ſhips 

after a warm engagement, which laſted feveral hours. They 

next entered another harbour on the ſame iſland, where they 

had intelligence of three more ſhips ; they demoliſhed the fort 

on this harbour, and carried off the three prizes. In returning 

to Antigua they fell in with thirteen victuallers, who immedi- 

ately ſurrendered. At the ſame time eight privateers were taken - 

by the ſhips which Commodore Do WP in ceiling 

round the iſland of Guadaloupe. 

While the Engliſh were carried ſeward with a contounl tide 

of proſperity in diſtant parts of the world, no action of im- 

portance was achieved in the Britiſh ſeas by the naval force of 

that kingdom, Admiral Rodney ſtill maintained his ſtation off 

the coaſt of Havre de Grace, to obſerve the French movements 

boards che mouth of the Seine. The Admirals Boſcawen and 
Hauke alternately commanded the powerful ſquadron which 

ſtill remained in the bay of Quiberon, to interrupt the naviga- A 

tion of the enemy, to watch and detain the French veſſels _ | 

which had run into the mouth of the river Villaine after the = 

defeat of Conflans; and to divert the efforts of the French 

from other quarters, by 3 a great number of their : 

| forces on that part of the coaſt. „ N | 

Meanwhile a numerous, body 2 forces were aſſembled, and 

© great number of tranſports collected at Portſmouth. The 

troops were actually embarked with a good train of artillery z 

benerals were nominated to the command of the enterprize z 

and the eyes of the whole nation were fixed upon this arma- 

ent, which had been prepared at an immenſe expence, and OS TD 
the * celtination of which remained a profound ſecret. But, to 


de 
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A. D. the aſtoniſhment of all thoſe who were not admitted behind d 

1760. curtain, the whole ſummer was ſpent in idleneſs and inaction 
and upon the death of the late king, in the month of Ottobes 
following, the enterprize was entirely laid aſide. 
The ſeeming inutility of theſe mighty preparations occaſioned 
loud clamours in the nation. Theſe were ſtill farther increaſed 

by the inactivity of the powerful ſquadrons in the Britiſh ſeas, | 

It was faid, that with either of theſe, or with the armamer | 
prepared at Portſmouth, we might have reduced the iſland of 

| Martinico in the Weſt-Indies, Mauritius on the coaſt of Africa, 

or Minorca in the Mediterranean, all of which were objectz 
cqually important to our power and commerce. It was aſked 
Wuhat advantage we derived from thoſe ſquadrons which were | 

| ſo well provided in all neceflaries by the liberality of the ſupplies, 

but which were condemned to inactivity, or employed in uſcleß 

"=o parade? This queſtion, however, was not unanſwerable, The 
[| aarmament at Portſmouth might be intended to intimidate the | 


1 French into propoſals of peace; to alarm the coaſt of Bretagne, 
and thereby make a. diverſion in favour of Germany; or th 

. tranſport troops into Flanders, in order to effect a juntion | 

uith the hereditary prince of Brunſwick, who, at the head M 

_ 20, ooo men, had croſſed the Rhine, and was at firſt as ſucceſs 
= ful as finally unfortunate in that daring expedition. 
| © Nor were the ſquadrons on the French coaſt altogether uns 
|  neceffary. While Admiral Rodney hovered near the mouth ofthe] 
- Zeine he perceived, on the 5th of July at noon- day, five hig 
| flat-bottomed boats, with their colours flying, as if they had} 
If ſet the Engliſh ſquadron at defiance. "Theſe boats were de- 


ſpatched, by way of experiment, to try whether it were pofſbe 
for veſſels of this newly invented conſtruction to eſcape the i 
gilance and efforts of an Engliſh fleet. The French had pre 
| pared above an hundred of them, which then lay at Caen n Wa 
| Normandy. The ten which now ſailed ſtood backwards ll Hh 
forwards on the ſhoals, intending to amuſe Mr. Rodney til | 
night, and then to proceed under cover of darkneſs. He pere 
ved their drift, and gave directions that his ſmall veſſels fou 
be ready to ſail in the night for the mouth of the river Orne, il 
order to cut off the enemy's retreat, while he himſelf with 8 
larger ſhips ſtood for the ſteep coaſt of Port Baſſin = , 
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olltion was inn and attended with ſucceſs. The flat- A. D. 
bottomed boats, having no way to eſcape, ran aſhore at Port 170 
Baſſin, where the admiral deſtroyed them, together with the 

ſmall fort which had been erected for the defence of this har- 

hour. Each of theſe veſſels was one hundred feet in length, 

and capable of containing four hundred men. The diſaſter 
which befel them taught the French miniſter of the marine not 

to build any further hopes upon ſuch aukward machines. The 
remainder were ordered to be unloaded at W and ſent to 
Rouen to be laid up as uſeleſs. 5 

This was not the only ſervice which Rodney 5 \ ſquadron pers 

| formed. Ia the month of November Captain Ourry of the | 
Atteon chaſed a large privateer, and drove her on ſhore be- 
tween Cape Barfleur and La Hogue; and his cutters ſcoured 

the coaſt, and took or deſtroyed forty veſſels of conſiderable 
burden, which carried on a great fiſhing near Dieppe. 

Beſides the Darren above mentioned, which were anſwered 

| by Admiral Boſcawen's fleet, i it effectgally prevented any veſſels 

from ſailing from the harbours of Breſt or Rochfort, with the 
deſign to reinforce the French i in North America, which might 
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end K have protracted the war there to another campaigh. The enters : 
ll prizing ſpirit of this Engliſh admiral, impatient of continuing 


ſo long in a ſtate of inaction, how advantageous ſoever to the 
intereſts of his country, prompted. him to employ his men in 
\ of ib the execution of ſome actual ſervice.” He exerciſed them, there 
e args fore, in taking a ſmall iſland near the river Vannes, which he 
e bal ordered them to cultivate and plant with vegetables for the uſe 3 
Ty of the ſeamen infected with ſcorbutic diſorders, ariſing from bo 
poſhbl the conſtant uſe of ſalt proviſions, en the ſea air, and from a 
"he want of proper exerciſe. 
had pres Sir Edward Hawke, who relieved Mr. 1 in Septem⸗ | 
Caen nl ant purſued the ſame plan. Senſible of the inconveniencies to 
= if hich a fleet on that ſtation is expoſed for want of freſh water, 
dney a ich muſt be carried to them by tranſports hired on purpoſe, : 
le per e detached Lord Howe in the Magnanime, with the ſhips Fre- 
1 erick and Bedford, to reduce the little iſland Dumet, which 1" 
Ome, i kbaunded in chat great neceſſary of life. This iſland, about —_— 
F With td hree miles in length and two in breadth, Was defended by a 24 

The # ſail fort. mounted with nine Cannons and garriſoned with ons 
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'A. D. company of the regiment of Bourbon, who ſurrendered with 

Lach little or no reſiſtance after the fhips;had begun the attack, 

8 We have not interrupted the hiſtory of the Britiſh ſquadrons 

dy relating the exploits of particular cruizers, ſeveral of which | 

'conferred the higheſt, honour on the Engliſh navy. On the 1 4 

8 of April Captain Skinner of the Biddeford, and Captain Kenne. 

dy of the Flamborough, both frigates, having ſailed from I. 

bon, fell in with two large French frigates, convoy to a fleet of 

merchant fhips, which the Engliſh captains immediately deter. 

1K mined to engage, notwithſtanding the great inferiority of their | 

ſtrength. The enemy did not decline the battle, which began | 

| | | YO, half an hour after fix in the evening, and raged with | 

= great fury till eleven. By this time the Flamborough had lot 

= Night of the Biddeford, and the frigate with which the former | 

4 TW was engaged bore away with all the ſail the could carry. Cap- 

tain Kennedy purſued her till noon the next day, when he en- 

} - tirely loft ſight of her; by which means ſhe got into Liſbon MW 
with the loſs of feveral men beſides the lieutenant of marines, | 

and conſiderably damaged in her hull and rigging. In three 

Aaays he was joined by the Biddeford, who, after a moſt ſevere M 

conflict, had compelled her antagoniſt to fly, and had chaſed 

Her till ſhe was out of ſight. Soon after the action began, 

. Captain Skinner, while ſtanding upon the arm- cheſt to inſpect 

le ſeveral poſts, and to animate his men by his example, va 

unfortunately killed. He was an officer equally brave and 

bountiful, and as much beloved for his gentleneſs and hnmanity| 

as reſpected for his {kill and courage by thofe who ferved under; 

him. The command devolved upon the honourable Lieutenant] 

Knollis, who maintained the battle with great ſpirit, even after 

| he was wounded, till a ſecond ſhot through his body depr- 

ved him of life. Notwithſtanding theſe diſaſters, the crew of} 

the Biddeford, though deprived of their officers, their maite 

top-maſt ſhot away, the ſhip diſabled in her rigging, a and the 

enemy's fire which continued exceedingly hot, diſcovered 10 

Vans of fear, or of diſinclination to the ſervice. The maſte 

i of the ſhip now aſſumed the command, and every man aboard] 

4 scted as if on his perſonal bravery alone the fortune of ts 

engagement had depended. While the maſter kept the quarters 


ES deck, and took care of the poſts there, the Purſer was trie 
* 70 
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an the main deck; and kept up 2 briſk and well-direQed fire. A. D. 
Numbers of the wounded men returned with cheerfulneſs to 1 760 
their poſts, after the ſurgeon had dreſſed their wounds. Their 

cool determined valour ned over a ſhip double their own. 

in ſtrength. The enemy's fire began to lacken, one gun be- 
coming ſilent after another, till the enemy did not diſcharge 

four guns in a quarter of an hour. It was believed they were go- 

ing to ſtrike; but it proved, that they were preparing for flight; 85 

for a little after, about ten at night, the engagement having 
afted three hours, they bore away with all the fait they could 
crowd, The Biddeford took the opportunity to pour a broad- 

fide into her enemy, and a volley of ſmall arms nearly at the 


lot {ame inſtant. But, when ſhe attempted to chaſe, the ſailors 5 
rmer found they had no command of their ſhip, the rigging being 
Cap- cut to pteces, and the maſts and yards ſhattered and diſabled. 

e en- The ſpirit of enterprize, a conſciouſneſs of their own ſuperio- 


rity, and a contempt of the French, ſeem to have been commu- » 
nicated to the meaneſt ſeaman of Great Britain at tbis happy 
period. As an example of this kind, the bravery of ſive lriſh- 

men and a boy, belonging to the crew of a ſhip, from Water-. 

ford, has been much celebrated. The ſhip, in her return from 


Bilboa, being taken by a French privateer off Uſhant, the cap- 
ofp:it tors removed all the hands but theſe five men and a boy, who 
e, vn vere left to aflift nine Frenchmen in navigating the veſſel. Theſe 
e aud daring Hibernians immediately formed a plan of inſurrection, : 


| which they executed with ſucceſs. Four of the French mariners 
being below deck, three aloft among the rigging, one at the 
helm, and another walking the deck, Brian, who headed the 
encerprize, tripped up the heels of the French ſteerſman, ſeized 


; depri- his piſtol, and diſcharged it at him who walked the deck; but, 
crew af ming the mark, he Knocked him down, with the butt-end of 
r min- the piece. At the ſame time hallooing. to his confederates be- 

and the los, they affailed the enemy with their broad ſwords, and, ſoon 
ered 10 compelling them. to ſubmit, came, upon deck, and ſhut the . 

> maſter batches, The Iriſh being now in poſſeſſion of the quarter-deck. Os 
aboard e French who were aloft called for quarter, and ſurrendered 
of th without oppoſition. As neither Brian nor any. of. his aſſociates 


vuld read or write, or knew the leaſt principle of navigation, „ 
icy ſteered the ſhip northward at a venture, and the firſt lang > 1 
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A. D. they made was the neighbourhood of Youghall | in the _ 
1760, of Cork, | 
| The captures from the French, within the courſe of this year, 
conſiſted of royal ſhips of war, privateers, and armed merchant. 
men. The royal ſhips were fix, mounting in alt 176 guns. 
The privateers and armed merchantmen amounted to 110, 
which carried 848 carriage-guns, 240 ſwivels, and 6389 men. 
The Engliſh navy ſuffered little from the French during this pe 
riod, but ſuſtained great damage from the weather, The Con | 
0 queror, a new ſhip of the line, was loſt i in the channel off the 
iſland of St. Nicholas; the crew and guns were ſaved. The | 
Lyme of twenty guns foundered in the Cattegate in Norway, 
and fifty of the men periſhed. In the Weſt Indies a tender, be- 
_ longing to the Dublin commanded' by commodore Sir James 
| Douglas, was loſt i in a gale of wind, with 100 choſen mariners, 
But theſe loſſes, great as they were, ſeemed inconfiderable, com- 
5 pared to that of the Ramillies, a magniſicent ſhip of the ſecond | 
rate, belonging to the ſquadron which Admiral Boſcawen com- | 
manded on the coaſt of France. In the beginning of February 
a ſeries of ſtormy weather obliged the admiral to return from | 
the bay of Quiberon to Plymouth, where he arrived with muck | 
difficulty. The Ramillies, having overſhot the entrance to the 
ſound, and being embayed near a point called the Bolt-head, | 
about four leagues higher” up the channel, was daſhed in pieces | 
| among the rocks, after her anchors and cables had given way. | 
All her officers and men, (one midſhipman and x Fo of 
| the ſeamen excepted), amounting to 700, periſhed. | 
The number of merchant veſſels taken by the Pens amount. 
ed to above 3oo, chiefly, however, coaſters and colliers of very 
| inconſiderable value. Nor would it have been at all furprilng 
if the French had taken not only: more numerous but more Vi 
Juable prizes. While their own commerce was in a great me! 
| ſure deſtroyed, and they had no merchant ſhips at ſea but ſone 
coaſters, and a few veſſels, under convoy from the Weſt Indie, 
the trading f fleets of England covered the ocean. Every year ber 
commerce was augmenting; the money which the war carried 
out was returned by the produce of her induſtry; the finking 
fund amounted eee to above three boos 11 in the 
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year 1760, 8000 veſſels were employed. by the traders of Great A. D. 
Britain. 0 1760. 
But, notwitkhltanding this happy flow of proſperity, if we 
compare the naval and military tranſactions of the preſent year 
| with thoſe of the preceding, they will appear extremely incon- 
fderable. Excepting the reduction of Montreal, which was a 
natural conſequence of our prior conqueſts in Canada, no addi- 
tional acquiſitions of great conſequence had been made by the vo 
Britiſh arms. The Engliſh ſtrength and' wealth were employed 
in the war of Germany; but cur operations, undertaken upon 
rational principles, and tending to the intereſt of Great Britain, N 
degan gradually to languiſh. It was hoped, therefore, that al. 
ter a general war of five years, carried on upon a larger ſcale, 855 
and attended with greater expence, and more ſurpriſing revolu- 
tions of fortune, than any war of equal duration that had ever 
taken place among the nations of Europe, it was now full time 

to give tranquillity to the four quarters of the globe, all of 
| which had been ſhaken by our commotions. The poſture of _— 
affairs was now much altered from what had taken place A 
the firſt periods of hoſtility. The ambition of France, which 
had inflamed the fuel of diſſention, had been crowned with ſuc- 
cels in the beginning of the war. Admiral Byng behaved, diſ- 
gracefully in the Mediterranean, Minorca was taken, and the 
battle of Haſtembeck ſeemed to decide the fate of the electorate 
of Hanover. The duke of Cumberland was ſhut up at Cloſter- 
ſeven, and the Canadians obtained conſiderable advantages over | 
the Engliſh in North America. But now all was changed. The - 
French had nat reaped the fruits which they expected from their 

ſucceſs in Germany, and had been obliged to abaridon ſome part 

Jof their conqueſts; their intereſt was totally ruined in North | 
America; in the Eaſt Indies, where they had formerly ſo many 
fourithing ſettlements, they were confined to one town; and 
the principal ſource of their wealth was cut off by the loſs or 
Guadaloupe, Goree, and Senegal, and the deſtruction of their 
commerce and ſhipping. The misfortunes which France had 
already experienced in carrying on a naval war againſt Great 5 5 
| Pritain, induced her, as early as the year 17 758, to fignify her 

pacific intentions to the Engliſh miniſtry, who declined liſtening 
1 Fat time to any propoſals of e In the . N 


? 5 | " year | 


. HISTORY, 


A. D. year the court of London was not ſo deciſively bent on EY 
-| 760. ing the war; but it was not till 1 76 1 that they began to think ſe. 
rioufly of . down. their. e arms. Had France been 

. equally ſincere in the wiſhes for accommodation which ſhe pub. 
licly profeſſed, matters might then have been amicably adjuſted, | 
But ſhe had by this time diſcovered an after game, which re. 
mained for her to play, nothwithſtanding all her bad fortune, 
She had alarmed the pride and jealouſy of the court of Spain, 
whoſe rich and extenſive American poſſeſſions ſeemed now to 

hee at the mercy of the Engliſh colonies, and whoſe honour was | 
5 deeply wounded in the diſgrace inflicted on the firſt prince of | 
the houſe of Bourbon. If the whole ſtrength of the Spaniſh mo- 

| narchy, augmented by continual acceſſions during a long peace, 

- could be drawn into the vortex of hoſtility, France expected to 

5 able ſtill to retrieve her affairs. While ſhe publicly declared 
for peace, her ſecret hopes were all centered i in war; ſhe treat. | 

. ed of friendſhip with a ſpirit of enmity; and, the falſe principles | 
upon which ſhe negotiated being diſcovered by the penetration 

of the Britiſh miniſtry, theſe allowed not the proſpect of a tres. 

: ty to amuſe them into a neglect of the Naval and military 0 
rations which had been previouſly concerted, | 
The parliament which aſſembled the 18h af, . 
1760, had voted 70, oo ſeamen for the ſervice of tlie enſuing 
year, including 18355 marines, and a ſum not exceeding four | 
pounds monthly per man for their. maintenance, the whol 
amounting to 3,640,000 pounds. No material alteration was. 
made in the diſpoſition of the ſeveral ſquadrons which conti 
tuted the navy of Great Britain. That in the bay of Quiberon 
was commanded by Sir Edward Hawke and Sir Charles Hardy. 
Admiral Saunders was ſtationed in the Mediterranean. The 

| Rear-admirals Stevens and Corniſh commanded i in the Eaſt l. 

7 dies, Rear-admiral Holmes at Jamaica, Sir. James Douglas * 
de Leeward iſlands, and Lord Colville at Halifax in Now! 
Scotia. Beſides theſe, fingle ſhips cruiſed in different parts, in 
order to protect the Britiſh merchantmen, and ſquadrons wer 
occaſionally equipped under various commanders. 
ner. The ſcene of action, in the year 1761, opened i in the Fat 
Indies. After the defeat of the French near 'Wandewaſh, the 


woe of t e city Arcot, and the reduction of the kae 
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Chilliput and Carrical, the French were blocked up in Pondi- A. D. 


: cherry, 2 town of near four miles in circuit, elegantly built, 1761, 
4 ſtrongly fortified, and defended by the whole force which re- 
Jo pained to the enemy on the coaft of Coromandel. The perio- 
d. dical rains which fall on that coaſt rendered a regular ſiege im. 


praCticable z ſo that the blockade, which had been commenced 
by the fleet under Admiral Stevens and the land forces under 
Colonel Coote, was continued with the beſt diſpoſition, and the 


to moſt extraordinary patience, for full ſeven months. On the 
ya >6th of November, 1760, four batteries were raifed, at ſome 
PL diſtance, to enfilade the ſtreets of Pondicherry, whilſt others 
no- were advanced nearer, in order to play upon the works. Tue 


works of the beſiegers ſuffered much from ſtorms, which ruined 

the batteries and approaches : but theſe were repaired with great 
aacrity, and the enemy was reduced to the moſt extreme di- 
ſtreſs, They lived on camels, elephants, dogs, and cats. Even 
this wretched proviſion was ſo ſcarce, that it was purchaſed at 

an immenſe price: five pounds had been paid for the fleſh of a 
dog. 7 )))) 8 e 

In the midſt of this diftreſs their hopes were ſuddenly revived 
by a dreadful misfortune which happened to the Englith fleet. 


obey On the firſt of January, 1 761, one of thoſe terrible tempeſts, 
ſuing | o deſtructive and ſo frequent in the Indian ſeas, obliged Ad- 


; four | miral Stevens to flip his cables and put to ſea. The reſt of the 
whole Britiſh ſquadron were driven from before the walls of Pondi- 

n vl. cherry. The duke of Aquitaine and the Sunderland foundered 
conſtis in the ſtormz and their crews periſhed, The Newcaſtle, the 
iberon Queenborough, and Protector fire-ſhip, were driven on ſhore 
Hardy, and deſtroyed; but the men were happily ſaved, together with 
The the guns, ſtores, and proviſions. Many other ſhips ſuſtained 
zaſt-In⸗ conſiderable damage. This unexpected diſaſter elevated to the 


ola 1 ligheſt pitch the ſpirits of the garriſon, and general Lally, ſee- 
1 Non ing the port clear, loſt not a moment to ſend an expreſs to the 
arts, i Trench agent in the neighbouring neutral ſettlements, in order to 0 
ns were obtain a ſupply of proviſions. This letter was intercepted by 


Admiral Stevens, and is publiſhed in the appendix *; as it diſco- 
ders the ſingular character of this daring adventurer. As the 
A 29 ; 3 | 4 4 "FO " + 5 0 ' ; | 
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A. D. admiral. imagined, that Lally had made the 3 folicittion 


1701. other meſſengers, he immediately deſpatched letters to the Dutch | 


and Daniſh ſettlements, mentioning the good condition of the 


greater part of his fleet, and aſſuring them that he would make 


prize of ſuch veſſels as he found infringing the neutrality by a. 


tempting to ſupply the enemy. He was ſufficiently in a cond. 


tion to make good his threats; for, in four days after the ſtorm, 
he had, with incredible diligence and celerity, repaired the da. 
mage of his ſhips, and appeared before Pondicherry with eleven 
| fail of the line and two frigates, all fit for ſervice. The ſiege 


was now carried on with redoubled ardour. By the 15th of | 
January a battery was raiſed within point blank; a breach wa | 

effected in the curtain; the weſt face and flank of the north. 
_ veſt baſtion were ruined, and the guns of the enemy entirely | 


ſilenced. The principal of the Jeſuits came out with two chi. 


3 and propoſed terms of capitulation 1 in the name of the in. 


| Habitants. General Lally diſdained to capitulate, but ſent out 


a paper, full of invectives againſt the Engliſh for breach of} 
' treaties relative to India: the obſtinacy of the governor made 
the propoſal of the inhabitants be diſregarded; fo that the city? 
of Pondicherry, with a garriſon of near 2000 European ſoldier, | 
à vaſt quantity of military ſtores, and great riches, was, without 
any formal ſurrender, abandoned to the ee of the be 


ſiegers. 


Alter the de den af boni on 925 coaſt of EN 


del, a body of Engliſh forces was embarked for an expedition 


_ againſt Mahie, a ſettlement on the coaſt of Malabar, which the 
French had lately fortified at a very conſiderable expence. The] 
Place was attacked with ſo much vigour, that the French go-! 


vernor thought proper to ſurrender it about the beginning of 


February, by which means the Engliſh obtained the command} 
of the whole peninſula of India, the moſt extenſive as well a 


the moſt profitable ſphere of commerce in the world. 
Theſe important ſucceſſes had not, ſince the commencement! 


of the war, been checquered by any conſiderable misfortune at. 


_ tending the Britiſh arms in the eaſt. We muſt not, howere 
omit to mention the achievements of the Count d'Eſtaing, who 
in the year 1739 had made himſelf maſter of the Engliſh fort d 


Gombroon 3 in the Gulf of Perlia, and tan two —— is 
2 a 8 
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tch this with four ſhips under Dutch colours, one of which carried 1761. 
the ſaty- four guns, and anotlier twenty-two, with a land force of 
ake 130 Europeans, a and about 200 Caffres. In the ſucceeding year 
2 the lort of Natal on the coaſt of Africa ſurrendered to him at 


diſcretion, and he found two ſhips in the ro ad, Hes frerwards 
failed to Sumatra, where the Engliſh carried on a great RY 


orm 

* pepper, and, before the end of the following April, reduced 
even Tapponapoli and Bencoolen or Marlborough fort, which laſt, 
ſiege though in a good ſtate of defence, was ingloriouſly abandoned 


by the Engliſh garriſon, after they had burnt a veſſel richly | 


1 Way loaded, (the Denham Indiaman), that lay in the harbour. 
orth« The activity and enterprize of Mr. d'Eſtaing would deſerve 5 
tirely | commendation, if his character had not been ſtrongly marked 
civi vith perfidy and cruelty. He had ſurrendered himſelf at the 


fiege of Madraſs, and had engaged not to ferve againſt the Eng- 
liſh until he ſhould be regularly exchanged; ſo that, when he 
attacked Gambroon, he was a priſoner on parole. When he 
became maſter of that place, he paid no regard to the terms on 
which it had ſurrendered.” He promiſed 1 to prevent thefts and 
diſorders; but-the houſes were ſet on fire, and the factory given 
up to the licentious pillage of the Arabs, 2 
After the expulſion of the. French from North Aled the 
Engliſh found in the Cherokees a cruel arid barbarous and not 
an unwarlike enemy. They defended themſelves with 4 ſavage 
heroiſm againſt the ſuperior arts of a civilized nation, nor could 
they be reduced to the neceffity of accepting a. peace from their 


oman- 
edition. 
ch the 


e, The conquerors, until the Engliſh had penetrated wii great courage 
ch go⸗ and perſeverance into their country, deſtroyed fifteen of their 
ning ole towns or villages, and burnt or cut down the ou part of + 
mmand e their harveſt, : 


While the continent of North Ach was han reduced? to 
a ſtate of undiſturbed obedience, the Britiſh ſquadrons were ſtill 
carrying on their conqueſts i in the Weſt-Indies. On the fourth 
of June Sir James Douglas failed from Guadaloupe with the 


well a} 


cement} 
une a4} 


owerer, Dublin, Belliqueux, Sunderland, and Montague, four ſhips of 
95 who ke line, and a conſiderable body of land forces under the com- 
1 fort 0 mand of Lord Rollo, deſtined for an expedition againſt the iſland 
25, with of Dominica. This iſland, though one of thoſe called neutral, 


- thied Vor. 1 . ye | had 


three other veſſels belonging to the company. He performed A. D. 


A D. had been occupied and fortified by the French. Its extent; 1 
1761. about ten leagues in length, and eight in breadth; it is well 
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watered by rivers plentifully ſupplied with fiſb; produces'abyy. 
dant paſture for cattle, and is very fruitful in coffee, cocoa, to- 
bacco, and cotton. It is ſituated within ten leagues of Marti. 
nico, the capital of the French ſugar-iſlands, which, in caſe of 
an invaſion, it could eaſily ſupply with men and Proviſions; a 
circumſtance which rendered i it of great importance to Gl 
and an object worthy the ambition of the Pritiſh miniſtry. 
The armament under Lord Rollo and Sir James' Douglas ar. 
- rived within a league of Roſeau, the capital of Dominica, on 
the ſixth of June; and, the fleet having anchored, a lieutenant 
of the navy, accompanied by a land-officer, was immediately | 
deſpatched with a manifeſto, ſigned by the commodore and ge. 
neral, requiring the inhabitants of the neutral iſtand of Domi. 
nica to ſurrender, and take the oaths of allegiance to his ma. 
jeſty King George. The manifeſto being read to the people of 
Roſeau, ſome of the principal inhabitants ſet off in a boat, and 
went on board the Engliſh fleet. Their behaviour and conter. 
ſation diſcovered no diſlike to the Britiſh, government: on the 
_ contrary, they ſeemed very well pleaſed that his majeſty's force 
had come to take poſſeſſion of the iſland. But, when they were 
put on ſhore in the afternoon, they, as well as the reſt of the | 
inhabitants, were encouraged by the French, governor, Me, 
Longprice, to ſtand on the defenſive, and to declare they would 
not tamely ſurrender, while they, had arms in their hands, As 
ſoon as this determination was known, the. ſhips. anchor 
as near as poſſible to the ſhore, and the ueceſſary diſpoſitions | 
were made for landing the troops. This was effected, avout | 
five in the evening, under cover of the ſhipping. They formed | 
8 quickly on the beach; and, while the main diviſion took pole | 
ie Ron of the town, the corps of grenadiers, conſiſting of the 
companies of the fourth and twenty-ſecond regiments, ſeized 
flanking battery, and part of the adjoining entrenchment, which | 
had been abandoned. But the enemy continued to annoy the 
| Britiſh troops by their muſquetry from behind buſhes and tree 
and by their cannon fired from a battery which overlooked the | 
town. By this means the troops might haye ſuffered great) | 
during the webt ; the enemy, ran 10 have 1 | 


\ 
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ſorced before morning, and, fortiſied in a ſtrong poſt with four A. D. 


. entrenchments on a ſteep hill, might have been enabled to make 1761. 
bs, |} a vigorous defence. Lord Rollo, therefore, judged it beſt to 


order them to be immediately diſlodged by the grenadiers ſup- 
ported by the battalions ; which ſervice was performed with 
ſo much order and rapidity, that, before night, the French 
vere driven ſucceſſively from all their entrenchments, and the 
battery above. them, where Colonel Melvill immediately to ok 
oft with his grenadiers. Lord Rollo continued at their advan- 


ced poſt during the night, having eſtabliſhed a communication, 
on by proper guards, with the reſt of the troops who poſſeſſed the 


town, Next day he eſtabliſhed his head-quarters at Roſeau, 


tely | where he received the ſubmiſſion of the inhabitants, who came 
ge⸗ to lay down their arms, and take the oaths of allegiance to his 
mi- Britaunit ajet 77/7 tr . 1 


While this important conqueſt was acquired by the aſſiſtance 
of part of the ſquadron belonging to the Leeward iſlands, the 
remainder were employed in protecting the Britiſh traders, and 
ſcouring thoſe ſeas of the Martinico privateers, of which they 
took a great number. Nor was the ſquadron ſtationed off Ja- 
maica leſs vigilant, or leſs alert: Rear-admiral Holmes, who 
commanded there, planned his cruiſes with judgment, and exe- 
S cute them with ſucceſs. Having received intelligence in the 
beginning of June, that ſeveral ſhips of war belonging to the 


would. enemy had failed from Port Louis, he immediately made ſuch a 
. As diſpoſition of his ſquadron as was moſt likely to intercept them. 


He himſelf in the Hampſhire fell in with the St. Anne, and 
chaled her to leeward down upon the Centaur. The French | 
captain, perceiving this laſt ſhip, and dreading the danger of 


armel being between two fires, hauled up between them, and ran cloſe 2 
K pole in ſhore, until he was becalmed about a league to the north» 

of the ward of Donna-Maria bay. The Centaur chaſed, and got up 
mw | along-fide; upon which the Frenchman, who had fired his ſtern 

* | | 


hace, ſtruck his colours, and ſurrendered a very fine ſhip, 


oy the pierced for ſixty-four guns, loaded with coflee, ſogar, and in- 
I trees ligo, and manned with near 400 ſallors and e,, 
ed the | Exthier in the ſame year the French were foiled in an attempt 
pra) o regain a footing on the coaſt of Africa. They were too ſen- 
N 


dle of the advantages attending the lucrative trade of this coaſt, 


— ——— — 
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A D. to remain ſatisfied under a total excluſion "TEN" it. In order to 
1 1761. recover ſome part of what they had loſt, they ſent two frigates 
to ſurprize James-fort at the. mouth of the Gambia. The little 
garriſon there, received them with ſuch reſolution, that one 
frigate was forced on ſhore, and loſt ; and the other failed 
off, after having {1ſtained conſiderable damage. There had | 
been two more frigates appointed by the French to a& on this 
ſervice. But theſe had been intercepted by Sir Edward Hayke's s 
ſquadron, ſtationed in the bay of Quiberon. = 
This unimportant capture, and that of a few 8 of 

litrle value, did not juſtify to the nation the inaQtiviry 1 in which 
the Britiſh ſquadron on the coaſt of France had been allowed 
to remain, Something of greater conſequence was expected 
from ſuch a powerful armament under the direction of ſuch 
naval commanders as Sir Edward Hawke and Sir Charles Hardy. 
But in the month of March, to the general ſurprize and indig- 
nation of the public, the two admirals returned to Spithead, 
and another ſquadron,” with a great body of land-forces on 
board, was afterwards ſent to occupy their ſtation, This ſqua- | 
dron conſiſted of the Sandwich, ninety guns; the Valiant, Te. 
meraire, Torbay, Dragon, and Swiftſure, ſeventy- four gunz 
each; the Prince of Orange, ſeventy guns; the Hampton-court | 
and Eſſex, ſixty four guns each; the Achilles, ſixty-guns; and | 
ſeveral frigates, bomb-ketches and fire-ſhips, with upwards of 
an hundred tranſports, carrying 9000 ſoldiers under the con- 
mand of Major- general Hodgſon. The expedition was intend- | 
ed againſt Belleiſle, the reduction of which, it was imagined, 
would be attended with inconſiderable difficulties and many ad- | 
vantages. This iſland is between twelve and thirteen leagues in W 

_ circumference, and the largeſt of all the European iſlands be- | 
longing to the French king. It contains only one city, called | 
La Palais, three country towns, 103 villages, and about 3000 
inhabitants, who live by the natural fertility of the ſoil, and 
the curing and vending of pilchards. There are three harbours 
in this iſland, Palms. Lauzion, and Goulfard, every one of 
which labours under ſome conſiderable defect. But, although 
the harbours are bad, ſmall privatcers might iſſue from thence | 
greatly to the moleſtation of the French coaſting trade, and the | 
fleet of England might ride, between theſe harbours and the | 


conti nent of France, in a wel . protected road. The real advan | 
* tages 
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iges, however, ariſing from this conqueſt, were not the only A. D. 
inducements to undertake it. Nothing could wound more cruel- 1761. b 
ly the pride of France than the acquiſition of what might be 
regarded as a part of her coaſt ; and, at the ſame time, the jea- 


4 louſy of Spain would be lefs alarmed by our advantages in'this 

d quarter, than by thoſe which we might obtain by e our 

is conqueſts 1 in the Weſt-Indies. 0 
W The fleet ſailed from Spithead on the 100 of March! in thin 

3 diviſions, commanded by Commodore Keppel, Sir Thomas 
of Stanhope, and Captain Barton. On the 6th of April a weſterly 
ch wind enabled them to approach the coaſt of France, and the 

„ed commodore detached ſeveral frigates, with orders to ſtation 
le themſelves in ſuch a manner as might intercept the enemy's 

ach communication with the continent. Next morning the fleet 
dy, | paſſed along the ſouthern ſhore of the iſland, and came to am |/ 
dig- anchor in the great road, about 12 o'clock at noon. The com- : 
ead, manders agreed, that the deſcent ought'to be made on the 
on ſouth-caſt extremity of the iſland, near the Point Loma- 
qua- ta. But, in order to amuſe the enemy, a feint was made 
'Te- to attack the citadel of Palais, while two large ſhips conveyed , 
guns the troops to the intended landing-place, and filenced a battery 
court which the enemy had there erected. The flat-bottomed boats 
and were now approaching the ſhore, and about 260 had actually 

ds of landed under the command of Major Purcel and Captain of. . 
com- borne, when the enemy, ſuddenly appearing on the heights, 
tend-: | poured in ſuch a ſevere fire'as threw them i into the utmoſt con- 
zined, fuſion, and intimidated the reſt of the troops from landing. 

ny ad- Captain Oſborne, at the head of 60 grenadiers, advanced with 
ues in great intrepidity ſo near as to exchange ſeveral thruſts with the 
ds be French officer. But the handful of men which he commanded 
called vere ſoon overpowered by numbers. He himſelf, as well as 
50 Major Purcel and two fea- officers, were ſhot, and the attempt , 
il, and ended with the loſs of above 500. killed, wounded, or taken 
zrbours pritoners, This diſcouraging check was ſucceeded by tempeſtu- 
one of. dis weather, which did conſiderable damage to the large veſſels, 
though and ſtayed or overſet twenty flat-bottomed boats. TEL 
thence Theſe difaſters did not diſpirit the Engliſh commanders. They by 
and the letermined to examine the whole coaſt, in order to find a place 
12 the more Yay ourable Tor another attack. As. ſoon as the weather 
| advan 


afforded | 
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A. D afforded them the proſpect of making a ſecond trial, they pitch 
1761. ed on a place near the above-mentioned point of Lomaria 
where the exceſſive ſteepneſs and difficulty of the rocks we 
rendered the enemy leſs attentive than elſewhere. On the 22d / 
of April, in the morning, the troops were diſpoſed in flat-bot. 
tomed boats, and rowed towards different parts of the ſand; | 
which diſtracted the French operations, and obliged them t, | 
divide their forces. Meanwhile Captain Paterſon, at the head 
of Beauclerk's grenadiers, and Captain Murray, with a detach. | 
ment of marines, landed near Lomaria, mounted the precipice | 
with aſtaniſhing intrepidity, and ſuſtained the whole fire of 
the enemy, until they were reinforced by the approach of the 
greateſt part of the-Engliſh troops. The French then retire 
before the bayonets of the Britiſh ſoldiers, leaving many of 
their wounded companions and ſeveral field-pieces. Nor was 
the action without loſs on our ſide. Forty men were killed, and 
many more wounded, among whom were Colonel Mackenze 
and Captain, Murray of the marines, and Captain Paterſon of | 
Beauclerk's grenadiers, who loſt his arm in the engagement, 
The whole army being now landed, Mr. de St. Croix order. 

ed all his out-poſts to repair to a camp under the walls of the 
town of Palais, where he determined to make a vigorous de. 
fence, his forces, when joined by the militia of the iſland, 
amounting to four thouſand men fit for ſervice. On the 23d of 
April the Engliſh troops were formed into columns, and began 
their march towards the capital of the iſland. Next day Generil 
Hodgſon ordered a detachment of light horſe to take poſt a 
Sauzon; and, on the 25th, a corps of infantry took poſſeſſion 
of a village called Bordilla; and the whole army intrenched it 

| ſelf in that neighbourhood. The tempeſtuous weather render: 
ing it impoſſible to bring on ſhore the artillery and implements 
neceſſary in a ſiege, the French governor ſeized this opportunity | 
to erect fix redoubts for defending the avenues of Palais, tht 
citadel of which had been planned and fortified with admirable 
ſkill by the celebrated Vauban. General Hodgſon, compelled 
by neceflity to defer his military operations, publiſhed a mani· 
feſto, addreſſed to the inhabitants, offering them the free enjof-] 
ment of their religious and civil rights, provided they would 
ſubmit themſelves to the protection of the Engliſh government; 
e PD e 


— 
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in aſſurance which had conſiderable effect on the natives, but A. D- | 
produced no alteration on the reſolution of the governor, who, 1761 8 
when ſummoned to ſurrender, declared he was determined to- 
defend the place to the laſt extremity. About the latter end of 
April ſome mortars being brought up, began to play upon the 
town, and the beſiegers broke ground on the 2d of May. The 
day after, in the evening, the enemy attacked the trenches 


; with great vigour, and threw the piquets on the left in confu- 
* don. Notwithſtanding the efforts of General Crawford, who 


perlormed every thing that could be expected from the bravery 
and conduct of an experienced officer, the works of the beſie- 
gers were deſtroyed, ſeveral hundreds of their men were killed, 
and the general with his two aid-du-camps fell into the hands 
of the enemy. The French did not attempt to, puſh the ad- 
rantage any farther, by attacking the piquets on the right, who 
had prepared to give them a warm reception. They retired 
alter their firſt ſucceſs, and allowed the Britiſh to repair the 
damage which they had ſuſtained. This was done in leſs than 
twenty-four hours, and a redoubt was alſo begun on the right 


Er oer che works to prevent a fecond ſurprize. | : 
f the From this time the ſiege was carried on with the utmoſt WE 
„. bur; and the beſieged gave ſuch continual proofs of thein 
fland, a and activity, as confirmed the reputation of Mr. de Sto 
0 of Croix for a gallant officer, conſummate in the art of war. 'The 
began nginecrs being unanimouſly of opinion, that the works could = 
eneral ot be properly advanced, until the French redoubts ſhould be 
oof 1 aken, the general made the diſpoſition for that purpoſe on the 
hed it- bon and thirty cohorns, which poured a terrible fire into the 
render- evoubt on the right of the enemy's flank. This opened a way 
lements Ah detachment of marines, ſuſtained by part of Loudon's 
_ giment, to advance to the parapet, and with fixed bayonets,. 
is, th drive the French from the works, and take poſſeſſion of the 
4mirable ; ſt. The other redoubts were ſucceſſively reduced by the 
opel me detachment reinforced by Colvill's regiment, and the ene- 
amm rre compelled, after great ſlaughter, to take ſhelter in 


e citadel, Such was the ardour of the affalante, that the,. 
tered the ſtreets of Palais pell-mell with the fugitives ; and N 
. | a having 
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A. D. having taken poſſeſſion of the town, they releaſed the Eoglic | 


1761. priſoners above-mentioned. 


could have no communication either with the reſt of the ilang MW 
or with the continent of France, it was evident that the place 


Mr. de St. Croix determined to fell it as dearly as poſlible, ang | 


Engliſh government after a defence of two months, in the | 
courſe of which we loſt eighteen hundred men killed and 
| wounded. The loſs moſt regretted was that of Sir William; 
Williams, a young gentleman of great talents and expectations, 


: ſquadrons in the taking of Belleiſſe, Dominica and Pondicherry, | 
as well as in defeating the projects which the French meditated! 
againſt our ſettlements on the coaſt of Africa, we ſhall mention 
the exploits performed by ſingle cruizers in the courſe of the yeary 
many of which confer the higheſt honour on the Britiſh flag. Caps 


ſion of the citadel of Palais. On the part of the Engliſh no- 
thing was neglected. Parallels were finiſhed, barricadoes made, 
batteries conſtructed, an inceſſant fire from mortars and artille. 
ry was maintained day and night, from the 13th of May till the 
25th. Then the fire of the enemy began to abate; by the end 
of May a breach was made in the citadel; and, notwithſtand. 
ing the indefatigable induſtry of the governor in repairing the | 
damage, the fire of the beſiegers increaſed to ſuch a degree that 
the breach became practicable by the 7th of June, and the 
place was apparently no longer tenable. Then Mr. de St. Croix | 
capitulated upon terms b not unworthy of his noble defence, ! 
and the garriſon marched out with the honours of war. 


was the third gentleman of faſhion, whom, in this war, the 
love of glory had brought to an honourable death in hoſtile 
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The defence being now confined entirely to the citadel, which 


muſt ſoon be obliged to ſurrender for want of proviſions, But 


to maintain his own honour at leaſt, if he could not the poſſeſ. 


Thus was the whole iſland of Belleiſle reduced under the 


who had already made a diſtinguiſhed figure in parliament, He 


expeditions againſt the coaſt of France. 1 
Having particularized the ſucceſsful operations of the Britiſh 


tain Elphinſtone, commander of the Richmond frigate of 32 un 
and 220 men, ſtationed on the coaſt of Flanders, being informs 
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«i that 4 French frigate called the*Felicite had made prize of A. D. 
in Engliſh merchantmen; failed in queſt of the enemy; and 1761. 
coming in ſight of her, about eleven at night on the 23d, a ſe- 
vere engagement began next day, about ten in the morning, 
near Grareſunde; which is but eight miles diſtant from the 


But Hague. The vicinity of the place induced the young prince of 
and Orange, as well as the ambaſſadors of England and France, to 
ſeſ. {zt out, in order to view the combat, in the iſſue of which, as 
no- the ſhips were exactly of equal force, the honout of the two 
ade, nations was materially intereſted; About noon both ſhips ran 
ille- aſhore, along fide of each other; and in this ſituation the fight 
the continued with great obſtinacy, till the French abandoned their 


end quarters, their ſhip being much damaged, the captain ſlain, and 
and- above 100 men killed or wounded; The Richmond ſoon float- 
the ed, without ſuſtaining any conſiderable hurt, having obtained 


that 
the 
Croix | 
ence, | 


the victory at the expence'of three men killed, and thirteen 
wounded, The French ambaſſador loudly exclaimed againſt 
this attack as a violation of the Dutch neutrality, and demand- 
ed ſignal reparation for the inſult and injury which his couns 
trymen had ſuſtained. But the Dutch at that time did not think 
it convenient to urge their remonſtrances with vehemence, 
and they were anſwered in ſuch a manner by the Britiſh am- 
baſfador as prevented any difficulties ariſing between the two 


r the 
n the 
d and 
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_—_ On the 23d of the ſame month Captain Hood, commanding 


it, He, the Minerva frigate of 32 guns and 220 men, cruiſing in the 


55 jo | chops of the channel, deſcried a large ſhip of two decks ſteering 
holte to the weſtward. This was the Warwick of 60 guns taken 


from the Engliſh, the moſt boaſted capture the; enemy had . 
mae in the courſe of the war. She had formerly carried 60, 
but was now mounted with only 36 guns, and eommanded by 
Nir--le Verger de Belair, © Her crew amounted to about 300 
men, including a company of ſoldiers intended as a reinforce 
meat to the garriſon of Pondicherry. Notwithſtanding her ſupe- 
nority, Captain Hood gave chace, and, the wind blowing a freſh 
eaſterly gale, he came up with her at 20 minutes paſt ten. His 
utack was warmly returned; the fire on both ſides was terrible. 
deveral maſts of both ſhips were ſhot away, and they fell foul | 
of one another, while the ſea ran very high; ſo that the crews 
vere greatly incumbered by their broken maſts and ſhattered | 
You NV _ rigging. 
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A.D. rigging. The high ſea ſeparated them, and the Warwick fell 
1761. to leeward. About a quarter after eleven the Minerva's bow. 


bearing down, renewed the attack about four o'clock. In three | 
quarters of an hour the enemy ſtruck, having thirteen men kill. 
led and thirty-five wounded. The loſs of men was equat on 
board the Minerva, and all her maſts were deftroyed : neverthe. | 


th of the ſame month Captain Hood had taken the Ecureil 
pri vateer belonging to Bayonne, of 14 guns and 122 men. 
On the 13th of March another French ſhip called the Entre. 


| encountered near the Land's-end by the Vengeance frigate con. | 
manded by. Captain Nightingale. The Vengeance was mount | 


There was a great diſparity in the fize of the ſhips and in the | 
The action was maintained on both ſides with uncommon fury, | 


on the taffaril of the Engliſh frigate, with an intention to board 1 
her. In this deſign, however, the French miſcarried through the 


dlear himfelf, and ſtood to leeward, in order to repair his rigging. | 
The ſhip was no ſooner in proper condition than he ranged clok | 
| up again to the enemy, whoſe fire was {till directed againſt the 
rigging of the Englith frigate, which, aſter this ſecond attack 


my to ſhcer off, and bear away. But the Engliſh a ſecond time | 
_ repaired their damage, wore ſhip, ran up within piſtol-thot, and | 
began a third attack more furious than any of the preceding: 
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{prit was carried away, and the fore-maſt ſoon followed it 
This misfortune made Captain Hood almoſt. deſpair of coming 
up with the enemy, who had got three leagues to leeward, 


However, he cleared his ſhip with incredible activity, and, 


leſs, her prize was conveyed in triumph to Spithead. On the 


prenant „built for 44 guns, but mounted with 26, having 200 
men on board and a rich cargo, bound for St. Domingo, ws 
ed with 26 guns, nine and four pounders, and carried 200 men. 


weight of metal. But the Engliſh captain, as uſual, gave chace, 
and got up with the enemy at five o'clock in the afternoon, 


and continued for near an hour, during which time the Ven- 


geance being fet on fire, the Entreprenant ran her bowſprit up- | 


{kill and activity of Captain Nightingale, who found means to 


had laſted above an hour, being again diſabled, allowed the eue | 


Tie engagement continued an hour and an half before the ln. | 
weprenant called for quarter, She had 15 men Killed, and 24 
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wounded. The Vengeance had an equal number wounded z Vut 
ouly fix men killen. e e 
Tnheſe lofles did not complete the misfortunes of the Freneh 


juſt ſailed from Breſt, was taken by Captain Deane of the Bed- 


the ſame time Captain Bograve of the Albany floop of 16 guns 
and (25 men, came up with the Pheaſant frigate, of equal 
force, after a chace of 28 hours. 'The French captain, having 
thrown bis guns overboard, ſtruck as ſoon as the Albany came 


from France, with 28 guns and 350 men, fell in with the Hero 


Harriſon, and, being taken without oppoſition, was carried into 
Plymouth. )(. una ng 


Oriflamme, a French ſhip of 40 guns, being off Cape Tres 
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navy, during the preſent year, in the Britiſh ſeas. In April a | 
French frigate called the Comete, of 32 guns and 250 men, 


ford man of war, and conveyed ſafely into Portſmouth. About 


along-ſide of him, and the prize was carried into Spithead. In 
the courſe of the ſame month a large Eaſt-India ſhip, fitted out 


and the Venus, commanded by the Captains Forteſcue and 
The ſame ſpirit of enterprize and activity diſtinguiſhed the 


cruizers belonging to the ſquadron commanded by Vice-admiral 
Saunders in the Mediterranean. In the beginning of April the 


100N. Foreas, was deſcried by the Iſis of 50 guns, commanded by 
fury, | Captain Wheeler. The Engliſh captain gave chace, and came 
Ven- up with the enemy about ſix in the evening; but the French- 

it up» | wan, having the advantage of the wind, maintained a running 
board... fight till half paſt ten, during which Captain Wheeler unfortu- _ 
th the nately was ſhot, The command devolved on Lieutenant Cun- 
ans to ningham, who perceiving it to be the enemy's intention to reach, 
gging- | if poſſible, the neutral coaſt of Spain, ordered his men to board 
d clole } her, which was done with great bravery; and, her commander 

aſt the in a ſhort time ſubmitting, ſhe was brought into the bay of Gi- | 
attack WW braltar. The number of her killed and wounded amounted to 
ve ee : the loſs of the Ifis did not exceed four killed, and nine 
d tine vounded. The next action in thoſe ſeas was much more de- 

ot, and | ſtructive to the Britiſh ſailors. The Thunderer, Captain Proby, 
ceuing: WW in company with the Modeſte, Thetis, and Favourite floop, 

the Eu. | cruized off the coaſt of Spain, with a view to intercept the Achil. 
and 24 es and Bouffon, two French ſhips of war, which lay in the har. 
oundete f bour of Cadiz, Theſe were deſerled onthe 16th of July by the 


%%%»;  - mw 


16% WAVAL HISTORY 


A. D Britiſh ſhips, which gave them chaſe. The Thuridertr; came u 
1701. with the Achilles about midnight, and, after a ſhort but w : 
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arm 
action of half an hour, obliged the enemy to ſtrike. The French 


| 

had, on this occaſion, fired their guns with more effect than | 
_ uſual; for in the Engliſh ſhip 40 men were killed, and upwards | 
| 
| 


— —  —  — 


of 100 wounded; among the latter was the captain. The The- | 
tis purſued the Bouffon, but could not bring her to an engage 
ment till ſeyen next morning. The engagement was maintained 
on both ſides with great impetuoſity for the ſpace of half an 
hour, when the Modeſte ranging up, and thus putting the 
French ſhip between two fires, compelled her to ſubmit. The | 
victors carried their prizes, which had been much damaged! in 
5 their rigging, and ſuffered great loſs in melt qi into me in, 
| of Gibraltar. $44 06 '# 8 
5 Theſe advantageous captnrgs were 8 to one bf the moſt | 
remarkable and glorious actions that . ee the whole 
war. On the toth of Auguſt: Captain Faulkner of the Bellona, 
A ſhip « of the line, and Captain Logie of the Brilliant, a frigate of | 
30 guns, failed from the river Tagus for England, and on the 
14th diſcovered three ſail ſtanding in for the land, one of the 
line of battle, and two frigates. 'T heſe veſſels bad no ſooner | 
Z deſcried Captain Faulkner, than they bore down upon him until 
within the diſtance of ſeyen miles, when ſeeing the Bellona and 
the Brilliant through the magnifying medium of a hazy atmo- 
ſphere, they concluded they were both two-decked ſhips, and, 
dreading the iſſue of an engagement, reſolved to avoid it by flight. 
The Englith captains, judging them to be enemies by their crowd- | 
ing ſail to eſcape, immediately chaſed, which continued all night. W 
At five in the morning they approached ſo near as to diſcern the 
= Courageux, a 74 gun ſhip, and two frigates of 36 guns, the Ma. 
licieuſe and the Hermione: The French captain now perceived, 
that one of the Engliſh veſſels was a frigate; and the Bellona, 
being one of the beſt· conſtructed ſhips in the Engliſh navy, lay} 
ſo fluſh in the water, that ſhe appeared at a diſtance conſider- 
ably ſinaller than ſhe really was. The Frenchman, therefore, | 
no longer declined the engagement, but hoiſted a red enſign in | 
the mizen-ſhrouds as a ſignal for his two frigates to cloſe with 
and attack the Brilliant. At the ſame time he took in his ſtud 


ding lalls,'s wore Ps, and ſtood for the Bellona, mw Captain] 
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np | Faulkner advanced with an eaſy fail, manned his quarters, and A. D. 
1 made every neceſſary diſpoſition for an obſtinate engagement. 1761. 
ich Both commanders had a fair opportunity to meaſure their 
nan ſtrength and abilities. The wind was gentle, the ſea calm; the 
rds ſhips were of equal rates, their guns and weight of metal the 
'he- fame. The Courageux had 7o0 men; the Bellona 550. While 
ge- the veſſels came up with each other, the fire was ſuſpended on 
ined both ſides till they were within piſtol-ſhot. The engagement 
fan then began with a dreadful fire of muſquets and artillery. In 
the leſs than ten minutes all the Bellona's braces, ſhrouds, and rig- 
The ging, were tore and ſhattered, and her mizen-maſt went by the 
d in board, with the men on the round top, who ſaved their lives 
e bay with much difficulty, by clambering into the port-holes. Cap- 
— 6 tain Faulkner, apprehenſive that the enemy would ſeize the op- 
moſt portunity of his being diſabled, to ſheer off, gave orders for im- 
rhole mediate boarding z but the Conrageux, by falling athwart the L 
ona, bow of her enemy, rendered this altogether impraCticable. In 
ate of this poſition the Engliſh ſhip might be raked fore and aft with 
n the | great execution. The haul-yards, and moſt of the other ropes : 
x the by which ſhe could be worked, were already ſhot away. But 
ſooner | Captain Faulkner made uſe of the ſtudding fails with ſuch dex- 


runtl terity as to wear the ſhip quite round; and his officers and men, 
1a and perceiving this change of poſition, flew to the guns on the other 


atmo- 


5 And, terrible diſcharge, which continued twenty minutes without 
flight. intermiſſion or abatement. The fire beeame ſo intolerable that 
crovd- the French hauled down their enſign, and called for quarter. 
night. e The damage dane to the rigging of the Bellona was conſider- 


ern the 


be M. ber of the killed and wounded did not exceed forty, The Cou- 
ceived, WW 123cux, on the other hand, appeared like a wreck on the wa- 
3ellona, e ber. Nothing was ſeen but her foremaſt and bowſprit; her 
avy, lay! cecks were torn up in ſeveral places, and large breaches were 


onſider- | 


I | and th at number of wounded were brought on ſhore at Liſbon, 
aber u to which place the prize was conveyed, © | 


oſe with 
nis ſtud⸗ 
Captain | 
Faulkner} 


— Porn the action between the larger ſhips, Captain Logie of 
o Brilliant had diſplayed the moſt fignal courage and addreſs. 
de could not attempt to board, or expect to make prize of two 


able; but the had ſuffered very little in the hull, and the num- 


made in her ſides. Above 220 of her men were killed, and 


| ſhips, 


ide, now oppoſed to the enemy, from which they poured a 
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A. D. ſhips, each of which was of equal ſtrength with his own, bu. 
1761. he ſo managed his attack and defence as to keep the two Prench 

frigates continually employed, and to prevent either of 4 
from giving the ſmalleſt aſſiſtance to the Courageux. Finally, 
he obliged them both to ſheer off, and to conſult their fafery by 
flight, after they had ſuffered conſiderably in their maſts at 
rigging. e 1 0 e mh | 
In all the engagements which we have deſcribed the advan. 
tage was continually on the fide of the Engliſh. The French 
neither managed their ſhips with that facility, nor fought their 
guns with that dexterity and ſkill, which appeared in all the 

operations of their opponents. Their aukwardneſs in working 
{hip may be aſcribed to inexperience z but their inferiority n 
managing their guns, it is impoſſible to refer to any ſuch cauſe, | 
= The. French ſailors are regularly taught the practical part of 

gunnery, an advantage which the Engliſh, in general, have lit 
tle opportunity to acquire. But even here the Britiſh ſeamen 
ſhewed themſelves, on every occaſion, ſuperior to the enemy; 
a ſuperiority owing, not to their education or diſcipline, but to | 
that bravery and reſolution which never forſake them in the mo- 
ment of danger, but allow them to remain in full poſſeſſion of 
their faculties at a time when the French are rendered incapable, 
through fear, of any vigorous exertion either of mind or body, | 
In the courſe of the year 1761 the French loft 117 privateers 
and armed merchantmen, which mounted 698 carriage-gum 
and 239 ſwivels, and carried 5576 men, excluſive of four In. 
diamen, of which the cargoes were valued at near 400,000 | 
Pounds, and many unarmed merchant-ſhips. Their royal navy 
was deprived of fix ſhips of the line and eight frigates, which | 
together carried 636 guns and 6240 men. In the courſe of the | 
ſame year the Eagliſh loſt 814 merchantmen, a proportion of | 
three to one, which aroſe from the inattention of the Engl 
veſſels to the orders of the convoys ſent to protect them, from | 
the immenſe numbers of them which covered the ſeas, and from | 
the enemy's venturing the whole remains of their ſtrength u 
privateers fitted out in order to interrupt our commercial navigh 
tion. Among all the veſſels that were taken we find but one of 
auuy conſiderable value, the Ajax Eaſt-Indiaman, Captain Lin 
. fey from Bengal, valued at 290,000 pounds. Excepting a | 
| 3 Warwick, 
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Warwick, which was retaken, the royal navy loſt but one fmall A. D. 
veſſel, the Speedwell cutter of eight guns; and the captain was 1761. 
arably acquitted by a court- martial, who were unanimouſly 


e hono . f ; 
ly of opinion, that the ſaid cutter, being taken in the harbour of 

'b Vigo, was an illegal capture. There is a circumſtance which 
bers, in a clearer light than the number of captures, the ge- 


neral reſult of the naval advantages obtained by Great Britain. 
Notwithſtanding the various exchanges made by cartel ſhips in 


he | the courſe of the year, we till retained in our: poſſeſſion upwards 

heir of 25,000 French priſoners; whereas the number of Englith 

the prifoners in France did not exceed 1200, . %% 
king Notwithſtanding many ſpirited exertions of the Engliſh navy 1762. 
ty in in the year 1701, it is obvious, that the naval us well as the mi- | 
a ltary operations of Great Britain. had continued gradually to 

« of WW :oguiſh during the courſe of two years. The French, like ruin- 

e lit- ed gameſters, had little more to loſe, and the ſmallneſs of the 

amen take produced a degree of phlegm and indifference in the vic- 


tors, which deprived them of their wonted activity. Beſides 


emy; | 

Jut + MS this, all their external glory could not alleviate their domeſtic 
emo. WW ufferings. Great Britain groaned under a burden of an hundred 
on of millions, without enjoying any other conſolation than that of 
pable, ring her opponent as much indebted, and more exhauſted, | 
ode, ban herſelf. Had the parties, therefore, been left to their own 
es e rength and reſources, there would ſpeedily have been an end 


of the conteſt, But France, by a dexterity of negotiation, of 
which there is hardly an example in hiſtory, acquired, at the 


0,000 end of a moſt ruinous war, ſuch a powerful and hearty aſſiſt- 
U nary ance as afforded her the faireſt hopes of retrieving all her miſ- 
which tunes We have already hinted at the partiality of Spain in 
of the the cauſe of our enemies, and the motives of her uncaſineſs at 
tion ot he unexampled ſucceſs of the Britiſh arms. Theſe were heigh- 
Eugih ene by the intrigues of the French ambaſſador at the court of 
1, fron urid; ſo that while our artful and ambitious rival was nego- 
id from lating a treaty at London, and ſeemed deſirous of procuring 
noth in he bleſſings of peace by the moſt humiliating conceflions, her 


* niniſter at the Spaniſh court was employed in ſuch meaſures 25, 
ſtead of extinguiſhing the flames of war, tended to ſpread 
nem more widely, and to make them rage with redoubled 
ting the} J. Every conceſſion on the part of France was a new incen- 0 
. tive 


A. D. tive to the animoſity of Spain. When the negotiatiot| cf the | 
1762. peace, therefore, ſeemed neareſt to a concluſion, it was preciſely 


of Honduras. 


NAVAL HISTORY 


at that time the fartheſt removed from an happy iſſue; for then | 
Was the moment for Spain to interpoſe, and, at one exploſion 
to blow up the whole baſis of the treaty. Along with a Mo 
| agreeable plan for an accommodation, Mr. Buffy, the French 
| agent at London, delivered a private memorial, ſignifying, that, 
in order to-eſtablith the peace upon the molt ſolid foundation, 
it might be proper to invite the king of Spain to guaranty and 
confirm it; and for this purpoſe it would be neceſſary finally 
to adjuſt the differences which ſubſiſted between the crowns of 
Spain and England. He condeſcended on three points which MW 
had been diſputed between theſe crowns, the reſtitution of the 
captures which had been made on the Spaniſh flag, the privilege | 
of the Spaniſh nation to fiſh on the banks of Newfoundland, WM 
and the demolition of the Engliſh ſettlements made in the day | 


When theſe unexpected propoſals were made, the manly ſpi 
rit of Mr. Pitt rejected, with the utmoſt ſcorn, the idea of ne- 
| gotiating the diſputes of his nation with Spain, a power with 
which we were actually at peace, through the medium of an 
enemy humbled and almoſt at our feet. He called on the Spa } 
nitſh ambaſſador to diſavow this extraordinary memorial, which | 
was equally inſolent and irregular, as matters of ſuch high mo- 
ment, relating to the intereſts of Spain, ought not to have beet | 
propoſed by a French agent, commiſſioned to negotiate a parti 
cular and diſtin& buſineſs, when the Spaniards had an ambaſſi- 
dor reſiding in London, from.whom no intimation of theſe mat. 
ters had been previouſly received. But the Spaniard, when thus 
called upon, inſtead of diſavowing, openly acknowledged and 
Juitified the ſtep taken by Mr. de Buffy. He declared, that the 
kings of France and of Spain were united not only by the ties | 
of blood but by a mutual intereſt. He magnified the humanitf} 
and greatneſs of mind which his moſt Chriſtian majeſty demon- 
ſtrated in the propoſition which had ſo unjuſtly given offences] 
| He inſiſted much on the fincere deſire of peace, the only motive 
which influenced the conduct of the two monarchs, and con- 
cluded haughtily, that, if his maſter had been governcd bf 


any other principles, “ his Catholic majeſty, giving 2 | 


« his greatneſs, ETD?" have ſpoken from himſelf, and. as be- A. D. 

« came his dignity.” | 1 762. 
Mr. Pitt had penetration enough to ſee th ough the veil that 

covered this hoſtile declaration. He rente that there was a 

perfect union of affections, intereſts, and councils between the 

tro courts; that Spain muſt inevitably coincide with all the 

meaſures of France; and that, if ſhe deferred to declare war, it 

was only for her own convenience, and eſpecially becauſe ſhe 

waited the arrival of her flota from America. Totally poſſeſſed 

with this idea, the miniſter determined to act with a ee 

| mity becoming the dignity of his nation. i 

Great Britain was ſingularly circumſtanced at this period of : 

tiwe. She had carried on a continental war apainſt France, 

Auſtria, the Empire, Ruſſia, in a word, all the great northern 

powers on the continent. She had deſtroyed the marine, the 

commerce, and the colonies of France. The interference of 

Spain alone was wanting to ſet her at war with all the great 

powers of Europe; and Spain is preciſely that country againſt 


which the can at all times contend, with the faireſt proſpect of 
advantage and honour. That extenſive monarchy, though vigo- 
| r0us at the extremities, is exhauſted at the heart; her reſources 
lie at a great diſtancez and whatever power commands the 
ocean, may command the wealth and commerce of Spain. 
The fituation of Great Britain, as well as the character of the 
| miniſter, ſoared above the timid policy which commonly prevails 
in modern courts. There was not only a great man, but a great 
o:cafion, which is often wanting to a great man to diſplay the. 
full force of his mind. Mr. Pitt aſſerted, with the magnanimous 
patriotiſm of an ancient Roman, that, deſpiſing uſeleſs ceremo- 
nies and inſignificant forms, we ought to conſider the evaſions 
of the Spaniſh court as a refuſal of ſatisfaction, and that refuſal 
32 ſufficient declaration of war; we ought therefore, from pru- 
dence as well as from ſpirit, to ſecure to ourſelves the firſt blow 
by interrupting the Spaniſh reſources jn their arrival to Europe, 
and by the ſame early and effective meaſures, which had redu- 
ced France to a dependence on Spain „ diſable Spain from giving | 
afiiſtance to France. This procedure was ſuited to the offended 
majeſty of the Britiſh empire, and would teach Spain and every 
other power the danger of preſuming to dictate in our affairs, or 
Vor. IV. „% ] 7 to 
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A. D. to intermeddle with a menacing mediation, as inſidious; as it was | 
1762. audacious. He would allow our enemies, whether ſecret or de. 

clared, no time to think and recollect themſelves. 

| The ſentiments of Mr. Pitt ſhocked the delicacy of his col. 

leagues in adminiſtration: They talked of the chimerical heroiſm | 

of unneceſſarily entering on a war, and of ſeeking new ene. | 

mies, while no mention was made of new allies, nor indeed of 

any new reſource whatſoever. To plunge into fuch meaſures 

could not fail to alarm and ſcandalize all Europe, The Spaniſh | 
Eking's partiality in favour of France was ſtill doubtful; but, had, 

Ve real cauſe not only for ſuſpicion but complaint, the law of | 

nations and of reaſon requires, that recourſe ſhould be had to 

expoſtulation, and demands of ſatisfaction. If theſe failed of | 

| ſucceſs, then is the time to take up arms, after employing the 

forms univerſally acknowledged among eivilized nations as ne. 

cCeſſary to diſtinguiſh lawful war from lawleſs violence and op- 

| preſſion. This unſeafonable oppoſition tranſported the miniſter 

beyond the bounds of moderation. He affirmed, “ That this | 

« was the time for humbling the whole houſe of Bourbon; that, 

ce if this opportunity were let flip, it might neger be recovered, 

e and, if he could not prevail in this inſtance, he was reſolved 

| © to fit no longer in that council; that being called to the mi- 

„ niſtry by the voice of the people, to whom he was accounts 

“ able for his conduct, he would not remain in a ſituation which 

„ made him reſponſible for meaſures which he was not permit. 

ce ted to guide.” Accordingly he reſigned the ſeals the gth* } 

of October, and his colleagues continued to negotiate by means | 

of Lord Briſtol, ambaſſador at the court of Madrid, for ner 

two months longer. Mr. Wall, the prime miniſter of Spain, 

was repeatedly ſolicited, in moderate and inoffenſive terms, to | 

diſcloſe the nature of the treaty, which, as the French induſtri- 

ouſly circulated, had taken place among all the different branch- 

es of the houſe of Bourbon. As often as the queſtion was pro- 

poſed, it was artfully avoided. At length, Lord Briſtol being 
inſtructed to make the demand with greater force, Mr. Wal 

entered into a long and bitter complaint againſt England, accuſed } 

her of inſolence and ambition, of a boundleſs defire of conqueſt 

and dominion, and of having ſhewn to the world, by the haugh- 


tineſs of her late dance dine that ſhe intended to drive i 
| From | 
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French from all their poſſeſſions in the new world that ſhe A. D. 
might have an eafier taſk in ſeizing the Spaniſh dominions in 1762. 
thoſe parts; that he would be the man to adviſe the king of 
Spain not to ſuffer his territories to be invaded, without arming 
his ſubjects in their defence. As to the queſtion which had been 
ſo often put to him, he/ gave no other reply, but that the king 
his maſter had thought proper to renew his family compacts; 
and then, as if he had gone farther than he was authoriſed, he 
ſuddenly changed the diſcourſe, and continued his declamatory 
nvective againſt Great Britain. This was the happy effect of 
the meaſures of the Engliſh miniſtry, whoſe forbearance and 
good breeding were repaid by inſult and reproach. At length 
their patience forſook them; they perceived that longer mode- 
ration would be conſtrued into fear, and they ſent orders to Lord 
Briſtol to renew his inſtances concerning the treaty with be- 
coming firmneſs, while at the ſame time he  fignified, that a re- 
fafal to diſcloſe its contents, or to diſavow an intention to take 
part with our enemies, would be conſidered as an aggreſſion on 
the part of Spain, and an. abſolute declaration of war. Tlie de- 
mand was made in the preciſe terms of the order, and then the 
| pride of Spain tore aſunder that veil which her policy had fo 
long thought proper to aſſume. Her flota was by this time ſafe 
in the did of Cadiz. She was now ſecure as to her intereſt, 
and could give full ſcope to her reſentment, Mr. Wall, there- 
fore, replied to the Engliſh requiſition in theſe memorable 
words: «“ That the ſpirit of haughtineſs and diſcord, which 
« dictated this inconſiderate demand of the Engliſh miniſtry, 
and which, for the misfortune of mankind, ſtill reigns ſo 
„much in the Britiſh government, is what has made the decla- 
ration of war; that in that moment the war was declared, | 
« when the king's dignity was attacked 3 and that the Engliſh i 
| © ambaſſador might return how and when he thought proper,” my 
The earl of Briſtol quitted Madrid the 17th of December; = 
and ſoon after the Spaniſh ambaſſador left London. ede e 1 
vas thus plunged into a new war by the very means which had 
been uſed to draw her out of an old one. A mere punctilio, if 
ve can poflibly believe Mr. Wall, was the motive which weigh- 
ed with his maſter and himſelf, and prompted their humane 
e to involve one half of * in diſcord and — 5 
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A. D. ry. But whoever diligently attends to the meaſures of the bf. 
3 1702+ niſh court from the memorial preſented by Mr. de Buſſy to the 
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[ final anſwer of Mr. Wall, will perceive that their motives to 
41; | | 1-7 hoſtility were of a nature more ſerious and important. The in. | 


ſult offered to the king's honour in the queſtion propoſed by | 
Lord Briſtol, might have been eaſily done away. Spain might | 
have required England to diſavow the proceedings of her am. 
baſſador, a requeſt which, upon {ſufficient ſecurity of the pacific | 
intentions of the former, the latter would readily have granted. 
But the inſult to the king's honour was held out as a pretence 
for coming to a rupture at a time which ſeemed to {uit the in. 
tereſts of Spain, The real cauſe of the war was her partiality | 
for the French, her uneaſineſs at ſeeing the eldeſt branch of 
the houſe of Bourbon reduced to extremity, and her jealouſy | 
of the growing power of. England, whoſe renown offended her | 
pride, and whoſe naval greatneſs threatened the ſafety of her 
diſtant dominions. It appeared, however, to Mr. Wall, to be 
below the dignity of the Spaniſh monarch to avow reaſons of | 
diſguſt, in which fear ſeemed to have any ſhare, He therefore | 
directed the count de Fuentes his ambaſſador at London, to 
carry on the farce, and, before he left the Engliſh court, to | 
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= publiſh a paper or manifeſto, in which he aſſigns, as the only | 
| Y _ cauſe of the rupture, the inſulting manner in which the affairs | 
TT Of Spain had been treated during Mr. Pitt's adminiftration. e 
= declares to the Britiſh king, to the Englith nation, and to the 
Si - whole univerſe, that the horrors of war, into which the Spa: 
| niards and Engliſh are going to plunge themſelves, muſt be at- 


tributed only to the immeaſurable ambition of him who held 
' Bi | the reins of the government, and who appears ſtill to hold them, 
= although by another hand; that, if the reſpect due to royal | 
| majeſty had been regarded, explanations. might have been had 
without any difficulty: the miniſters of Spain might have ſaid 
frankly to thoſe of England what the count de Fuentes, by the 
king's expreſs orders, declares publicly, viz. that the muck | 
talked-of treaty is only a convention between the members of 
the family of Bourbon, wherein there is nothing that has the 
leaſt relation to the preſent war; that there is an article for the | 
mutual guaranty of the dominions of the two ſovereigns, but it 5 | 
ſpecified therein, that that guaranty is not to be n 
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4 but of the dominions which ſhall remain to France after the A. P. 
* preſent war ſhall be ended. | 25 = 1762. 
to This extraordinary paper, which may be called the king of 
Ne | Spain's declaration of war againſt the Right Honourable William 
by Pitt, Eſq; was evidently intended for the ignoble purpoſe of 
bt | ſowing difſentions among the ſubjects of Great Britain. It was 
m. anſwered in every article with the utmoſt moderation, perſpicui- 
fic ty, and force, in a memortal publiſhed by Lord Egremont, who 
ed, ſucceeded Mr. Pitt as ſecretary for the ſouthern department. It 
Ice is obvious, that the Spaniſh manifeſto, whilſt it pretends to ſet 
in- forth the purport of a treaty dated the 15th of Auguſt, does not 
lity | deny the exiſtence of any other treaty, which might more offen- 
\ of ſively concern the intereſts of Great Britain; nor does it fay the 
us least word that can explain the intentions of Spain, or the far. 
her ther engagements that ſhe may have contracted with France. 
her When the terms of this famous treaty came to be diſcloſed, it 
d be was found to contain articles ſufficient to alarm not only Great 
s of | Britain, againſt whoſe intereſts it was particularly levelled, but 
tore | all the other powers of Europe. It was rather an act of incor- 
„ to | poration, than of alliance among the kings of France, Spain, 
„ to WI the two Sicilies, the duke of Parma, and all the branches of the 
only Bourbon houſe. It contai ed ſtipulations bitherto unheard of 
airs | in any treaty, By the 23d and 24th articles the ſubjeQs of the 
te! ſeveral branches of that auguſt family are admitted to a mutual 
) the naturalization, and to a general participation of reciprocal pri- 
Spa: vileges and immunities. They appear, by the 26th article, to 
e at- diſcloſe to one another their alliances and negociations. By the 
held 7th and 18th they formally engage not to make, or even ta 
hem, litten to any propoſal of peace from their common enemies, but 
royal by mutual conſent, being determined in time of peace, as well 
n had | as in time of war, to conſider the intereſts of France and Spain 
e faid | as the ſame, to compenſate their ſeveral loſſes and advantages, 
py the UW andi to act as if the two monarchies formed only one and the 
much | ſame power. There are but two reſtrictions to: the extent of 
ers of i ths ſcheme. The direct trade to America forms an exception 
as the to the abſolute community of intereſts, and in the 8th article it 
or the I provided, that France ſhall not be entitled to the aſſiſtance of 
ut it's WY bain, when the is involved in a war in conſequence of her 
Iod WW ©©3:gements by the treaty of Weſtphalia, unleſs ſome maritime 
but e men | power 
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A. D. power take part in thoſe wars. This article plainly points at the 
1762. object againſt which the whole treaty was more immediately di. 


rected. It indicates, that the direct and immediate tendency of | 


the whole is to affect England, and inſinuates to the other pow. 


ers of Europe, that their connection with England is the cir. 


cumſtance which is to provoke the reſentment, and call forth 


the activity of Spain. £ ne 
Excepting theſe two reſtrictions, the family- compact produ- 


ced that entire union between the French and Spaniſh monar. | 


cChies, which was fo much dreaded'on the death of Charles II. 


and which it was the great object of the treaty of partition, 
and the war of the grand alliance, to prevent. France acqui. 


red by negotiation and intrigue what ſhe could never acquire by 


force of arms, and, at the cloſe of an unfortunate war, obtained 
an advantage greater than any ſhe could have expected from 
the moſt fortunate iſſue of her affairs. 75 5 


England was never placed in a more critical ſituation. She 


bad to contend not only againſt all the great continental powers, 
but againſt the principal naval ſtrength of Europe. When war 


= was declared in January 1762, the Spaniards had at Ferrol 11 


to 100 ſhips. of war e. 


ſhips of the line ready to ſail, and their whole fleet amounted 


The French, upon t f eln of the family- compact i, felt 


themſelves animated with new vigour. The ſhattered remains 


of their navy became of conſideration when united with that of 
Spain. The ſpirits of the people, long ſunk in deſpondency, . 
revived, and great exertions were made to put their fleet once 
more on a reſpectable footing. The government tried every re- 
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durce; private merchants contributed the laſt farthing for A. D. 
equipping privateers, and ſeveral communities engaged to fit 1762. 
"ut men of war at their own expence, 
Great Britain enjoyed peculiar and ſufficient advantages to 
excite her activity, and to balance the combination of all her 
enemies. The uniform tenor of ſucceſs on our ſide made the bg 
people believe themſelves invincible; and this belief, combined 
vith the ſolid experience acquired in ſuch a variety of ſervices, 
and ſo many ſharp conflicts by fea and land, inſpired an enthu- 
ſaſm of diſciplined valour, which indeed rendered it almoſt im- 
poſſible to reſiſt them. The proſpect of a Spaniſh war, while 
it held forth the hopes of immenſe plunder, conſpired with the 
prevailing propenſities, and rouſed to the moſt vigorous exer- 
tions of public and private ſtrength. Nor had the parliament, 
which met the 3d of November, 1761, been wanting in libera- 
| ity to ſecond the generous ardour of the nation. They went 
through the eſtimates with diligence, and granted ſuch liberal 
ſupplies as greatly exceeded thoſe of all former years. 70, 
ſeamen, including 19,061 marines, were voted for the ſervice of 
the year 1762; the land forces were maintained at the number 
of 67,676, beſides the militia of England, the two regiments of 
fencible men in North Britain, the provincial troops in North 
America, and 67,177 German auxiliaries to ſupport the war of 
Weſtphalia. For the payment of the ſea and land forces, of ſub- 
| fidies to our German allies, and of the deficiencies of the grants 
of former ſeſſions, they voted the ſum of 18, 617, 895 l. 28. 8d. 
of which 12,000,000 were borrowed on remote funds, at four per 
cent, per ann. with an addition of 1 per cent. per ann. for gg years. 

When war was declared againſt Spain, his majeſty granted 
a commiſſion, impowering the admiralty to iſſue letters of 
marque, for privateers to act againſt the ſubjects of that king- 
| dom. At the ſame time he communicated the meaſure which the 
treaty between Spain and France had compelled him to take, in a 
ſpeech to both houſes of parliament. Such ample ſupplies were 
ready granted, that no farther demand was made on this ac- 
count; and ſo immenſely had the power of England increaſed in 
tne courſe. of three reigns, that an union, the ſuſpicion of which _ 
bad alarmed all Europe in the time of the grand alliance, was 
beheld vithout the ſmaileſt ſymptom of fear or deſpondency. 
Th 5 e The 
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A. D. power take part in thoſe wars. This article Plainly points at 
1762. object againſt which the whole treaty was more immediately gi. 
rected. It indicates, that the direct and immediate tendency of 


NAVAL HISTORY | 


0 | 


the whole i is to affect England, and infinuates to the other pow. 
ers of Europe, that their connection with England is the cir. 


cumſtance which is to provoke the a and cell forth 
the activity of Spain. 


Excepting theſe two reſtrictions, the family-compact produ- 
ced that entire union between the French and Spaniſh monar. 


chies, which was ſo much dreaded on the death of Charles Il. 


and which it was the great object of the treaty of partition, 


and the war of the grand alliance, to prevent. France acqui. 
red by negotiation and intrigue what ſhe could never acquire by 


force of arms, and, at the cloſe of an unfortunate war, obtained 
an advantage greater than any ſhe could N e from 
the moſt fortunate iſſue of her affairs. 

England was never placed in a more critical S She 
had to contend not only againſt all the great continental powers, 


but againſt the principal naval ſtrength of Europe. When war 

was declared in January 1762, the Spaniards had at Ferrol 11 
ſhips of the line ready to fail, and their whole Heet amounted 
to 100 ſhips of war e. 


The French, upon the NS of FI a eee felt 


themſdycs animated with new vigour. The ſhattered remains 
of their navy became of conſideration when united with that of 
Spain. The ſpirits of the people, long ſunk in deſpondency, .. | 


revived, and great exertions were made to put their fleet once 


more on a e footing. The e tried every re- 
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turce; private merchants contributed the laſt farthing for A. D. 
equipping privateers, and ſeveral communities engaged to fit 1762. 
out men of war at their own expence. FS . 

Great Britain enjoyed peculiar and ſufficient advantages to 
excite her activity, and to balance the combination of all her 
enemies. The uniform tenor of ſucceſs on our ſide made the * 
eople believe themſelves invincible z and this belief, combined 
vith the ſolid experience acquired in ſuch a variety of ſervices, 
and ſo many ſharp conflicts by ſea and land, inſpired an enthu- 
ſaſm of diſciplined valour, which indeed rendered it almoſt im- 
poſſible to reſiſt them. The proſpect of a Spaniſh war, while 

i held forth the hopes of immenſe plunder, conſpired with the 
prevailing propenſities, and rouſed to the moſt vigorous exer- 
tions of public and private ſtrength. Nor had the parliament, 
which met the 3d of November, 1761, been wanting in libera- 

lity to ſecond the generous ardour of the nation, Wy hey went 
through the eſtimates with diligence, and granted ſuch liberal 
ſupplies as greatly exceeded thoſe of all former years. 70,000 

| ſeamen, including 19,061 marines, were voted for the ſervice of 
the year 1762; the land forces were maintained at the number 

of 67,676, beſides the militia of England, the two regiments of 
fencible men in North Britain, the provincial troops in North 
America, and 67,177 German auxiliaries to ſupport the war of 
Weſtphalia. For the payment of the ſea and land forces, of ſub- 
ſidies to our German allies, and of the deficiencies of the grants 

of former ſeſſions, they voted the ſum of 18,617,8951. 28. 8d. 
of which 12,000,000 were borrowed on remote funds, at four per | 
cent. per ann. with an addition of 1 per cent. per ann. for 99 years. 
When war was declared againſt Spain, his majeſty granted 

a commiſſion, impowering the admiralty to ifſue letters of 
marque, for privateers to act againſt the ſubjects of that king- 
dom. At the ſame time he communicated the meaſure which the N 
treaty between Spain and France had compelled him to take, in a 
ſpeech to both houſes of parliament, Such ample ſupplies were 
aready granted, that no farther demand was made on this ac- 
count; and ſo immenſely had the power of England increaſed in 
tne courſe of three reigns, that an union, the ſuſpicion of Which 
had alarmed all Europe in the time of the grand alliance, was 
beheld without the ſmalleſt ſymptom of fear or deſpondeney. 
| | „ The 
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A. D. The king of Great Britain diſdained not only to take any illibe. 
1762. ral advantages of his enemies, but even to retort their wrongs, 
Although his Catholic majeſty detained the Britiſh ſhips in his | 
ports, and laid reſtraints on the Britiſh ſubjects within his do- 
minions, the ſubjects of Spain were left at entire liberty, and 
the merchantmen which had arrived in Engliſh harbours, he. | 
fore they had been apprized of the declaration of war, were al. 
lowed to depart in ſafety. This magnanimity became the dig- 
nity of the Britiſh nation. It is the part of fear to ſnatch at 
every pitiful advantage. But had Britain deſcended fo low, it | 
would have been unworthy of the grand ſcene of action and 
glory, which was now ready to open in remote parts of the earth, 
The failure of the expedition againſt Martinico in 1959 dd 
not diſcourage our adminiſtration from making this iſland the 
object of another attempt. Martinico ſtill furniſhed a conſider. 
able reſource to the declining commerce of France. It is the | 
| largeſt of all the Caribbee iſlands, advantageouſly fituated be- 
| tween Barbadoes and Guadaloupe, and to windward of Antigua 
and St. Chriſtophers. Tt extends 20 leagues in length, and is 
about 130 miles in circumference, indented by a great number | 
of creeks and harbours, diverſified with hill and dale, ſhaded | 
with wood, watered by many ſtreams, and produces a very con- 
ſiderable quantity of ſugar, indigo, coffee, cotton, ginger, aloe, 
and pimento. Here the governor-general of all the French | 
iſlands in the Weſt-Indies reſides, and here is eſtabliſhed the ſo- 
vereign council, whoſe juriſdiction extends over the French An- 
tilles, and even to the ſettlements of that crown in the iſlands of 
| St. Domingo and Tortuga. In a word, Martinico is the moſt 
nt populous and flouriſhing of all the French ſettlements acroſs the 
. Atlantic. Its towns and harbours are ſtrongly fortified; the 
country itſelf is rendered extremely difficult of acceſs by wood, 
rivers, rocks, and ravines; defended by a body of regular 
troops, beſides a diſciplined militia confiſting of 10,000 white 
natives, and four times that number of negroes, whom they can | 

arm in caſes of emergency. The acquiſition of Martinico would, | 
in cale of a peace, furniſh us with a place of the utmoſt import- U 
| ancegeither to retainor to exchange; and, if Spain wasunchange- 
| ably determined on a war, it would put us on a reſpeCtable foot- | 


. ing in that part of the world where the Spaniards are 1 
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herable, and where, every wound affecting the vitals of the A. D. 
ate, they feel with quickeſt ſenſibility. - 1762, 
The plan for proſecuting this important conqueſt had been 
hid down by Mr. Pitt; the preparations had been made, the 
officers appointed, and every neceflary order given for carrying 
the whole deſign into execution. Upon a change of admini- 

{tration the project was not abandoned. As every thing, which 
had been the object of war in North America was by this time 
completely acquired, it was eaſy to draw a conſiderable part 
of the army from that quarter. A draught of eleven batta- 
lions was ordered from New York, and alſo to aſſemble the 
different bodies of troops that were ſcattered among the Lee- 
ward iſlands. Rear-admiral Rodney failed from England in 
October, and took on board his tranſports four battalions at 
Belleiſle. The general rendezvous was in the iſland of Bar- 
badoes, where the united armaments from England and 
North America amounting to Eighteen battalions and as many 
ſhips of the line; beſides frigates, bombs, and fire-ſhips, arrived 
in the month of December. The land-forces alone fell little 
ſhort of 12,000 men, and, taking the military and naval toge- 
ther, it was ſuch an armament as had never been before ſeen in 
that part of the world. The fleet proceeded from Barbadoes 
the fifth day of January, and on the eight anchored in St. Anne's | 
bay on the eaſtern coaſt of Martinico, after the ſhips had ſilen- 
ced ſome batteries which the enemy had erected on that part of 
the iſland, In the courſe of this ſervice the Raiſonable, a ſhip 
ol the line, was, by the ignorance of the pilot, run upon a reef 
of rocks, from which ſhe could not be diſengaged ; but the crew 
were ſaved as well as the ſtores and artillery. General Monk- 
ton, who commanded the land-forces, judged this an improper 
place fora diſembarkation, and therefore detached the brigadiers 
Haviland and Grant under a ſtrong convoy to the bay of Petite 
Anſe, where a battery was cannonaded and taken by the ſeamen : 
and marines. The detachment then effected a landing, and 
marched to the ground oppoſite to Pigeon Iſland, which com- 

| mands the harbour of Fort-Royal ; but, the 9 being found 
impoſſable for artillery, General Monkton thought it improper 
to land the maſn body there, and procceded to a creek called 
Cas Navires, where the whole forces were diſembarked on the 
Vor. IV. 8 © 8 8 16th, 
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K 16th, without the loſs of a man, the fleet having 3 ſtation. | 
1 5762. ed ſo properly, and directing their fire with ſuch effect, that 
the enemy was obliged in a ſhort time to anden the bums | 
erected to defend this inlet 
When the landing was effected, the difficulties were far fa 
4 being at an end. The inhabitants of Martinico ſeemed deter. 
mined to defend the iſland to the laſt extremity, Every paſs wag | 
guarded and fortified. The detachment, which had fir land- 
ad, were attacked in the night by a body of grenadiers, free. 
| booters, negroes, and mulattoes; but theſe met with ſo warm 
a reception, that they were compelled, after uſaiping conſi 
derable loſs, to retire with precipitation. | 
The general determined to attack the town ud citadel of 
' Fort-Royal although his march thither was incumbered with 
difficulties and dangers, there being many ravines and gullies, } 
very deep, and difficult of acceſs, well covered with batteries and 
redoubts, and defended by the ſlaves as well as natives in arms, 
| Beſides the difficulties of the approach, the town and citadel | 
are overlooked, and commanded by two very conſiderable emi- 
nences called Morne Tortueſon and Morne Garnier, Whilt 
the enemy kept poſſeſſion of theſe, it was impoſſible to attack | 
the town. They were protected hke the other high groundsin 
this iſland by natural ravines, ſtrengthened by every contrivance 
of art, The Morne Tortueſon was firſt to be attacked. Io fi 
your this operation, a body of regular troops and marines were or- 
dered to advance on the right, along the ſea- ſide, towards the 
town, in order to take the redoubts which lay in the lower 
grounds. A thouſand ſailors in flat-bottomed boats rowed cloſe | 
to the ſhore to aſſiſt them. On the left, towards the country, 
a corps of light infantry, properly ſupported, was to get round | 
the enemy's left, whilſt the attack im the centre was made b 
the Britiſh grenadiers, and the main body of the army, ut- 
| der the fire of batteries which had been erected on the op- 
poſite ſide with great labour and perſeverance, the cannen 
having been dragged upwards of three miles by the ſeamen, 
acroſs the enemy's line of fire, to which they expoſed t them-- 
{elves with amazing indifference. _ | 
The attack, which was planned with ſo much judgment," WS! 


executed with equal ſpirit and reſolution. The Britiſſi troops 
ſucceeded 


or KING GEORGE HI. * 


facceeded in every quarter. The enemy were ſuccefiively driven A. D. 
from poſt to poſt: : fome fled into the town; others mounted to 99925 
Morne Garnier; while the Engliſh ſtandard was diſplayed at 
Morne Tortueſon. But nothing deciſive could be effected againſt 

the town until the French were driven from the former emi- 
nence. It was three days before proper diſpoſitions could be 
made for this purpoſe. During this interval the enemy's whole 
ſorce ſallied out of the town, or deſcended from the hill, and 
attacked the Engliſh in their advanced poſts. But they were re- 
pelled with fingular bravery ; and, the ardour of the Briziſh 
troops hurrying them forward, they improved a defenſive ad- 
vantage into an attack, paſſed the ravines, mingled with the 
enemy, ſcaled the hill, ſeized the batteries, and as Es. 
{elves on the ſummit of Morne Garnier, 

All the ſituations which commanded the town and cad! > 
were now ſecured, and the Engliſh, in the morning of the 28th, 
began to play their artillery, 3 which the governor no ſooner ob- 
ſerved than he ordered the chamade to be beat, and ſurrendered 
the place by capitulation. On the 4th of February the gates 
were delivered up to the Engliſh, and next morning the garriſon, 

to the number of 800, marched out with the honours of war. 
On the 5th Pigeon Iſland, which was ſtrongly fortified, and 
counted one of the beſt defences 6fthe harbour, ſurrendered at 
the firſt ſummons, and obtained a capitulation ſimilar to that of 
the citadel. Deputations were ſent from different quarters of 
the iſland by the inhabitants, deſiring the ſame terms. But the 
governor-general, Mr. de la Touche, retired with his forces to 
St. Pierre the capital, which he meant to defend with uncom- 
mon vigour. It is probable, however, that, when he arrived 
there, his opinion was altered by the advice of the inhabitants. 
They ſaw the Engliſh maſters of all the reſt of the iſland; they 
reflected on the favourable capitulation which the iſland of Gua- 
daloupe had obtained, and the good faith with which the terms | 

| of this capitulation had been obſerved. Although they changed 
maſters, they changed neither laws nor religion their property 
was more ſecure than under the ancient government, their com- 
merce more free and unreſtrained, and they were furniſhed with 

al neceſſaries from the dominions of Great Britain; whereas 
formerly they depended for ſubſiſtence upon * moſt precarjoug 
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i D. and hazardous methods of ſupply: Theſe conſiderations bad 
1762. great weight with the inhabitants of St. Pierre, who perſuaded 


On the 14th the terms were ſettled, and the agreement ſigned, 


' nor-general, the lieutenant-goyernor, the ſtaſf-officers, and about 
France, Theſe fignal ſucceſſes were obtained at the ſmall ex» 


inthe different attacks. Fourteen French privateers were found 
in the harbour of Port-Royal, and a much greater number, from | 


in conſequence of the capitulation with the inhabitants, who i i 


| failed with a ſmall ſquadron to the fertile iſland of Granada, 
which was given up without oppoſition. St. Lucia and St. Vin- 
cent, the right to which had ſo long been diſputed between the 
two nations, followed its example. By theſe acquiſitions the | 


the hoſtilities of the enemy; the commerce of Great Britain 
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the governor to ſend two deputies with propoſals of capitulation, 


On the 16th the Engliſh commander took poſſeſſion of St. Pi. 
erre, and all the poſts in that neighbourhood, while the gover. 


320 grenadiers were embarked in tranſports to be conveyed to | 


pence of. 400. men, including a few officers killed and wounded 


other parts of the iſland, were delivered up to Admiral Rodney, 


all other reſpects were very favourably treated ©. 
The ſurrender of. Martinico, which was the ſeat of govern. | 
ment, the principal mart of trade, and the centre of all the 
French force in the Caribbees, naturally drew on the ſurrender | 
of all the dependent iſlands. While General Monkton was re- 
gulating the capitulation of St. Pierre, Commodore Swanton 


Engliſh colonies at Antigua, St. Chriſtopher s, and Nevis, as 
well as the ſhips trading to theſe iſlands, were ſecured againſt 


acquired an annual addition to the amount of at leaſt a million | 
ſterling, and the Britiſh nation became undiſturbed poſſeſſorsof | 
that chain of innumerable iſlands, which forms an immenk | 
bow, extending from the eaſtern point « of kite almoſt to | 
the continent of South America. 1 7 

The conſequences of this important conqueſt were Kill more | 
important than the conqueſt itſelf. It opened a way for hum. 
bling effectually the pride of Spain. In the courſe of a few } 
months, more deciſive ſtrokes were ſtruck againſt that an 
monarchy than during ten years c of the former Spaniſh 1 war, In 
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at war Great Britain acquired wealth and honour; but in this A. D. 
ſhe diſplayed ſuch a ſcene of national glory as Europe had never 1762, 
before beheld. As theſe events, however, did not immediate- 
y follow upon the reduction of Martinico, it is proper here to 
pauſe, and to contemplate the effects of that formidable alliance 
concluded in the 1761, among the different members of: the 
houſe of Bourbon. | 9 5 N e . 
The kings of France and Spain imagined they had acquired 
ſuch an aſcendant over all their neighbours by forming this 
league, that they might henceforth neglect with impunity the 
obſervance of thoſe rules which the moſt ambitious and deſpotic 
princes commonly preſcribe to themſelves in the execution of 
their boldeſt deſigns. This evidently appeared in their conduct 
towards Portugal, the ancient and natural ally of Great Britain. 
portugal poſſeſſed gold without poſſeſſing induſtry or ingenuity. 
England furniſhed the Portugueſe with all the conveniencies of 
life, and received ſpecie in return. The balance of trade was 
ſuppoſed to bring annually into Great Britain about a million 
ſterling. This commercial connection was ſtrengthened by the 
ſtrongeſt political ties. The two kingdoms were ſo ſituated, 
that they had little to fear from one another, while they might 
mutually impart many reciprocal advantages. The harbours of 
Portugal afforded protection as well as ſupplies to the Engliſh 
fleet, while the Engliſh fleet defended the lucrative commerce of 
the Portugueſe with their American colonies. The natural and + 
nveterate antipathy between Spain and Portugal made it neceſ. 
ſary for the latter to look out for ſome powerful diſtant ally. 
None is ſo advantageous in that view as England, which in her 
turn might derive great advantages from Portugal, in proſecu- 
| ting a war againſt any of the ſouthern powers of Europe. 
The united monarchs, unwilling to truſt the iflue of the war 
to hoſtilities committed againſt England on her own element, 
(termined to wound her, through the ſides of this ally, They 
vere ſtrongly invited to this meaſure by the preſent unhappy cir- | 
| cumitances of Portugal. That kingdom was altogether unpro- 
ed in the means of defence. The military ſpirit, by which 
the Portugueſe had formerly diſtinguiſhed themſelves, was to- 
tally extinct. The nobles were overwhelmed in ignorance, 
"vr, and oppreſſion ſpiritual as well as temporal. There 
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A. D. was neither ſkill, diſcipline, nor order among the troops, n 
1762. indeed any appearance of a regular army, and the Wolke 
places were ill fortified, worſe garriſoned, and almoſt entire] 
deſtitute of ammunition and artillery, In this condition Portu- 
gal received a fatal blow from an earthquake in 1756. The 
wealthy and flouriſhing city of Liſbon was levelled with the 
ground, near 30,080 of the inhabitants were buried in her ruins, | 
andtthoſe who remained with the court itſelf were reduced to 
the utmoſt diſtreſs and miſery. As if this earthquake, which 
had overturned their capital, had alſo ſhaken and diſtracted the 
frame of their government, and the temper of their minds, the 
moſt dreadful diſtempers broke out in the ſtate. A ſeries of | 
horrid crimes and cruel puniſhments ſucceeded to this nations} { 
calamity. Two of the moſt noble and wealthy families of Por- 
tugal, having engaged themſelves in a ſacrilegious attempt on 
the life of their ſovereign, were cut off at once, with little di. 
ſtinction of age or ſex, by a bloody and dreadful exertion of | 
juſtice. Many others, who were accuſed or ſuſpected, ſuftred | 
death, or exile, or impriſonment. Among theſe, and partly 
from the ſame cauſes, one of the moſt conſiderable religious | 
orders for wealth, influence, and policy, was ſtripped of its 
poſſcſſions, and entirely driven out of the country, 
This being the unfortunate ſituation of Portugal, the houſe of 
Bourbon hoped that kingdom would be an eaſy conqueſt, not- | 
withſtanding all the ſuccours it could poſſibly receive; which | 
would not only be a great loſs to the commerce of Great Bri- 
tain, and a conſiderable inconvenience to her in carrying on the | 
war, but would afford a valuable depoſite, to be exchanged at | 
the peace, for the further acquiſitions England might make at | 
the expence of France or Spain. Full of theſe ideas, his Catho- | 
lic majeſty gave orders for providing magazines and artillery, 
and for ſtrengthening his fortified places on the fide of Portu- | 
gal. The Spaniſh army, ſupplied with able engineers from | 
France, overſ pread the Portugueſe. frontiers ; the commerce of 
corn between the two kingdoms was prohibited, and every | 
thing threatened a ſudden invaſion. In the midft of theſe hoſtile | 
| Preparations the French and Spaniſh miniſters preſented a joint 
memorial to the court of Liſbon, the purport of which was to 


perſuade his moſt f Faithful majeſty to deſert his antient ane, 
* | . 1 55 an 
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and to co-operate with the two crowns againſt Great Britain. A, D. 

The memorial inſiſted largely on the tyranny which Great Bri- 1762. 

tan exerted upon all powers, eſpecially the maritime; and up- 

on Portugal among the 2ſt; on the particular inſult which had 

been offered to her l ien by Admiral Boſcawen's attack on 

Mr. de la Clue's ſquadron in a Portugueſe harbour. The me- 

morial concluded with a declaration, that as ſoon as his. moſt 

Faithful majeſty had taken his reſolution, which they doubted 
not would be favourable, that the king of Spain would march 

his troops into Portugal, in order to garriſon the harbours and 

defend them againſt the hoſtile attempts of the Engliſh. An 

anſwer was required in four days, and any delay beyond that 

time was to be conſidered as a negative. | 

\ Such inſolent propofals were never made to an ndemaient 
kingdom. His Portugeſe majeſty anſwered in a moderate and 

humble ſtrain, but with becoming firmneſs. He took notice of 

the misfortunes of his country, which prevented her from 

taking part in an offenſive war; he offered his mediation be- 

tween the contending parties, but was reſolved at all events to 

| preſerve his faith to England inviolate z which ought not, he 

obſerved, to give the ſmalleſt offence, as his alliance with that 

crown was antient and merely defenſive. This anſwer drew on 

a reply, in which the miniſters of the united kingdoms denied 

that the alliance between England and Portugal was purely de- 

fenſive, and for this unheard- of reaſon, * That the defenſive 

alliance was converted into an offenſive one by the ſituation 

« of the Portugueſe dominions, and the nature of the Engliſh 

« power. The Engliſh ſquadrons,” ſaid they, „cannot in all 

* ſeaſons keep the ſea, nor cruiſe on the principal coaſts, for 

* cutting off the French and Spaniſh navigation, without the 

| © ports and the affiſtance of Portugal; that theſe iſlanders 

© could not inſult all maritime Europe, if the whole riches of 

« Portugal did not pals into their hands; which furniſhes them 

„ with the means to make war, and renders the alliance be- { 

* tween the two courts truly and properly offenſive.” They 

conclude moſt inſultingly, That the king of Portugal ought _ 

10 to be glad of the neceſſity which they laid upon him to make 

* uſe of his reaſon, in order to take the road of his glory and 

* of the common intereſt. e Eing replied with ſufficient 

. ſpirit; 
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A. D. ſpirit; the two miniſters took leave and retired the 24th ü, 
1762. April; and, immediately after, war was declared by France | 
and Spain againſt Portugal. 8 | 


8 campaign with proper expedition. Add to this, that towards 


cCircumſtances, the whole hopes of Portugal centered in the af. | 
ſiiſtance from England. The greater her own weakneſs, the 


lancing this powerful combination, conſiſted principally in the 


to ſubſiſt in it. The badneſs of the roads, and the number 
and ſteepneſs of the mountains, made it no leſs difficult to ad. 


defiles, which may be maintained by a ſmall body of forces 


proviſions and money; every thing that could enable the Por- 
tugueſe to exert their natural ſtrength; and every thing which 


| Engliſh of the uſe of the Portugueſe ports by attacking them 
| by ſea; ſo that they repoſed their whole confidence in the brate- 
ry and good fortune of their troops. It belongs not to our de- 


ibis effeminate country, which could hardly furniſh out a faint 
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The advantages which Portugal poſTeſſed-in herſelf for yu: 
nature of the country; which is ſo extremely barren and un. | 
cultivated as to make it very difficult for any conſiderable army 
vance by rapid marches, and to improve the advantages of the 
the frontiers of Spain the only roads are narrow and difficult | 
againſt a very powerful invaſion, But, notwithſtanding theſe | 
more conſpicuous were the maghanimity and reſources of Great 
Britain, who, at the cloſe of ſo expenſive and ruinous a war, 
made ſuch aſtoniſhing efforts in protecting her allies. She ſent! 


a ſquadron of ten ſhips of the line to Liſbon, beſides frigates, 
With theſe ſhe ſent officers, troops, artillery, military ſtores, | 


could ſupply that ſtrength where it was deficient; | 
The Spaniards could entertain no hopes of depriving the 


ſign to give a particular account of the military operations in 
image of war. The inacceſſible and difficult nature of the 


4 Liſt of Sir Edward Hawke's ſquadron which failed from St. Helen's for LiF 


been, / ,, Uo 4; „„ 3 
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tountry, i to the ſpirit and activity of the Britiſh troops, A.D. 
| were ſufficient to defend the Portugueſe dominions with very 1762. 
{ele efforts on the part of the natives. After a campaign of 
about five months the Spaniards had got poſſeſſion of no ad- 
vanced poſts in which they could maintain themſelves during the 
winter, The heavy rains, which begin to fall in October, and 
the want of proviſions for men and horſe in an enemy's coun- 
try, made them fall back to the frontiers of Spain, where every 
thing had been provided for them in great abundance. | 

Thus did the arms of Great Britain ſave Portugal, by under- 
taking to defend her cauſe within her own territories. The : 
ſame power protected this uſeful ally not only againſt preſent | 
but future dangers, by the operations carried on in remote parts 
of the earth, where the ſucceſs of the Britiſh ſquadrons com- 
pelled the houſe of Bourbon to accept terms of accommodation, 
in which the intereſts of Portugal were not neglected. 

While the Engliſh troops were employed in taking poſſeſſion 
of Martinico and the dependent iſlands, a French fleet appeared 
to windward of the former, and ſent an officer on ſhore to ob- 
tain information. They continued cruiſing to windward for two 
days, and even approached within cannon-ſhot of Trinity, as if 
they had intended to make a deſcent; but afterwards they chan- 
ged their courſe, and bore away for the harbours of Dominica. 
Admiral Rodney, being informed of their arrival 1 in thoſe parts, 
got under fail with his ſquadron, and beat up to windward in 
queſt of the enemy; they did not wait his approach, but made 
haſte to take refuge in their own harbours. While Rodney's 
fleet commanded the Caribbees, Lord Colville's ſquadron was 
ſtationed at Halifax in Nova Scotia, in order to protect the coaſt 
of North America, and the new conqueſts in the gulf and river 
of St Lawrence. Sir Charles Saunders was reinforced in ſuch 

a manner as enabled him to give law in the Mediterranean, and 
either to prevent a junction of the French and Spaniſh fleets, or, 
if that ſhould be found impracticable, to give them battle when 
joined, For the defence of the-Britiſh coaſt, and in order to 
anſwer the emergencies of war, a powerful ſquadron was kept 
in readineſs at Spithead; another rode at anchor in the Downs, 
under the command of Admiral Moore; and from theſe two 
Lor. IV. E were 


p - — — 1 * 1 - —— — - — 
- . - - f —— — pens "IX 52 
= - - . = » 5 n __ - — _ — — — — _ — — 3 —— 4 . 
q _ - 2 - p £5 = » £2 8 — — — — — — . —— RY © - * 

1 7 — Tn 2 — K —— —— | 5 - D : 5 
— — 2 rr r Care: agroes ee - x 6 2 2 5 7 9 T <. I I a th © 

ä — = > — — J @ ES; og CA ” — 2 GERD b 

— A . 2 3s * 2 2 — — 

— — — 


ITS 
. —— ng 
I no 


een ng 


— 


_— — 
— 5 
> — rs 


by 144 
'< f 
. o ; 4 
* | 4 
. f 
be : 
1 5 
4 7 
"rt 1 
19 
>; y , 1 
1 N 4 
14 
ly 
Ws | 5 
in. 
: = 7 0 4 
? 1 
| | 
{ w 3 
13%. ns 
, on 1+ 4 
1 1 
£ 1 14 
i 
11 
i 
1 
1 F 
1 
169 
FS; A 
4 : 
: 19 
* ! 4 
1 8 
- l 13 
if i 
1 if 
"nk j 
1 1 
7 | 
G 1 
S188 
1 
1 
* 1 
141. 
"264 
1119 
4 J M 
* + 
48 
IX I; 
4 7 . 
F 1 
, j 
"2 FOE. 
5 1 
2 7 
U 
8 A 7 
1 i 
j 3 
: 1 
81; 
{ 
. + q q 
be 1 
| ' "I 
{ 
18118 
{ 
Þ 6 
A] 
J 4 x 
1 
14 
q : 
4 4 
Ex : 
84 +3 
| p 
to i 
9 
1 
\ 
= 
1 
* 
A 


— — oa eee 


4 * » —_ Se 
* n — 
. * rr 


4 Ja if * . 
XBL A ET n — 
NE Ee rey nate —— 
— Y wt 2 od 
— . l ,. ⁵—᷑.P ] es aan 
rr — — 


— — ———— 


FF 
r 


* 
1 8 2 4 — 5 gy IE 2 


PPP 
— Is ae tg . 


— 
— — - — 


. _ —_— 2 = 9 > — - N 2 . 
7 - \ I 
28 ——— E 2 79 2 r r 
3 N . Jo boon, 2 8 — — —— — 
2 F n 2 , > bs x - 7: > 9 — 
—— . — 26s} a0 —_ vs — — — — 


210 


A. D. were occaſionally detached into the channel, and all round the | 
1762. iſland, a number of light cruiſers, which acted with ſuch vigi- | 
lance and activity, that not a ſhip could venture from any of 
the French ſea-ports without running the moſt imminent riſque 
of being taken; and ſcarce a day paſſed in which ſome priva- 


more than 240 ſhips of war; a force which, conſidering the 
_ diſciplined valour and naval experience of our ſeamen, was ft 
to contend 'againſt the maritime ſtrength of the whole world 


had been long in agitation, upon the preſumed probability of | 
ſuch an event. It is faid that Admiral Knowles was the firſt | 
who laid before his Royal Highneſs the duke of Cumberland a 
ſcheme for the reduction of the iſland of Cuba, in which the 


the direction of the fleet in the Eaſt Indies, Admiral Pocock | 
who had acquired ſo much glory there, being called to a more | 
dangerous and important command, the conſequences of which | 


they had conſidered the draughts and plan, which his royal high- | 
_ neſs put into their hands, Lord Anſon, the firſd lord of the al- 
miralty, produced his own, which had been made out upon | 


Keppel, to important commands in an expedition which, it vs 


againſt the Spaniſh Weſt Indies. The French were now expel- 
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teer of the enemy, either French or Spaniſh, was not brought | 
into the harbours of Great Britain. Rear-admiral Corniſh had 


. 


we are now going to relate. The whole of theſe ſquadrons 
combined with detached cruiſers in different parts, amounted to 


— 4 


united, 7 C 
The rupture with Spain, which was rendered incurable by the 
iuvaſion of Portugal, brought on the execution of a plan which | 


whole trade and navigation of the Spaniſh Weſt Indies centers, 
and without which it cannot be carried on. The duke approved } 
of the plan, and recommended it to the miniſtry. But after 


more accurate information; and after maturely conſidering both 
plans, Lord Anſon's was adopted. However, the duke of Cun- W 
berland had ſo much merit in this affair, that he was permitted. 
to appoint his favourite Lord Albemarle commander in chief of 
the land forces, and his brothers, major- general and commodore | 


imagined, would be equally lucrative and honourable. 
Nothing indeed could be ſo proper at this time as an attempt 


led trom every place in North America, except their me" 


ment 
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of Louiſiana, which was deemed of little importance. They A. D. 


had loſt their Weſt India iſlands; ſo that hardly any thing re- i 762+ 
mained to be done in that part of the world but an expedition 


zgainlt thoſe of Spain. But it ſhewed great wiſdom in the Bri- 
tin adminiſtration, who determined on this meaſure, that they 


6xed their eyes at once on the capital object. The failure of 


an armament in a ſubordinate attempt is a bad preparative for a 
greaterz as the former, even though ſucceſsful, is far from 


being deciſive. The plan of the war of 1740, in which we 


began with ſmaller attempts, and {o proceeded to. more conſi- 


derable, was mean and ignoble, becauſe the ſucceſs in the firſt 


of thoſe attempts did nothing to inſure ſucceſs in the ſecond; 


nor were both together of any conſequence in deciding the for- 
tune of the war. But the plan now adopted was great and juſt; 
for by beginning with the Havanna we aſpired at a conqueſt, 
which being obtained, would enable us to terminate the war 
with honour, as it entirely intercepted the enemy's reſources; 
and if we choſe to proſecute our advantage, the acquiſition of 
tne Havanna might ig us in poſſeſſion of te whole en 
America. 

The fleet deſtined to Intend the Britiſh paging: in 1 18 
ſailed from Portſmouth the gth of March, under the command 
of Admiral Pocock, whoſe valour aad conduct had contributed 


ſo much towards that ſovereignty which his country poſſeſſed in 


the Eaſt Indies. They tailed for the iſland of Hiſpaniola, where 
they were happily met at Cape Nicholas, the north-weſt. point 
of the iſland, by a detachment from the fleet at the Caribbees, 
under the command of that gallant and able officer Sir James _ 
Douglas. The junction happened on the 27th. of May; and 
the united ſquadrons conſiſted of 19 fail of the line, 18 ſmaller 
ſhips of war, and about 1 50 tranſports, having on board above 
10,000 land forces and marines, 'A ſupply of 4000. men had 
been ordered from New Vork, which, it was ſuppoſed, would 
arive time enough to bear part in their military operations. 
There were two choices before the admiral for his courſe to 
the Havanna. The firſt and moſt obvious was the common 5 
vay to keep to the ſouth. of Cuba, and fall into the tract of the 


galleons. But ch though by much the Wes would prove 
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A. D. by far the moſt tedious paſſage ; and delays, se all thing 
1752 were dangerous, as the fleet had been ſo late in ſailing from 
England, that it would be extremely difficult to arrive before 
the hurricane ſeaſon, which would put an end to all naval and 
| military operations. He therefore reſolved to run along the 
northern ſhore of the iſland of Cuba, purſuing his courſe from 
_ eaſt to welt, through a narrow paſſage not leſs than 700 miles 

in length, called the Old Straits of Bahama. This paſſage 

3 
through almoſt the whole of its extent, is bounded on the richt 
and left, by the moſt dangerous ſands and ſhoals, which has 
cauſed the navigation to be avoided by ſingle and ſmall veſſels. 
There was no pilot in the fleet whoſe experience could be de- 
pended on to conduct them ſafely through it. The admiral, 
however, being provided with a good chart of Lord Anſon „ 
reſolved to truſt to his own vigilance and ſagacity to carry 
through thoſe ſtraits a fleet of near 200 fail. So bold an at- 
| _ tempt had never been before made ; but the fucceſs of the ex. | 
pedition depending entirely on aiſparch, made it prudent to } 
Hazard it. At the ſame time no, precaution was omitted, which | 
could remove the imputation of temerity. A veſſel was ſent | 
to reconnoitre the paſſage, and make ſoundings : : ſome frigates 
followed; ſloops and boats were ſtationed on the right and left, 
on the ſhallows, with well-adapted ſignals both for. the day and 
the night. The fleet moved in ſeven diviſions, and being fa. 
 voured with a fair wind and good weather, got through this 
| perilous paſiag age on the Sth of a without accident or inter. 
: e 
Two days before the accompliſhment of this hazardous navie | 
gation, the Echo and Alarm frigates, which had been ordered 
a-head of the fleet, deſcried four veſſels which proved to be 
the Thetis, a Spaniſh frigate of 18 guns and 65 men, and the 
\ Phoenix of 22 guns and 175 men, and two brigs, bound to Suga 
m the Straits, for a cargo of timber for the uſe of the ſhips at 
the Havanna. The Englith frigates gave them chace, and obli- | 
1 ged them to ſtrike i in three quarters of an hour. This, though | 
a a ſmall ſucceſs, was an auſpicious beginning of the expedition | 
againſt. the Havanna. This place, the object of their long 
voyage aud of ſo many anxious hopes and fears, was now before | 


chen. 
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chem. Though St. Jago, ſituated on the ſouth-eaſt ſide of this A D, 
land be denominated the capital of Cuba, yet the Havanna is * 703. 
ſuperior to it in wealth, ſize, and importance. The harbour 
upon which it ſtands is, in every reſpect, one of the beſt in the 
world. It is entered by a narrow paſſage, upwards of half a 
mile in length, which afterwards expands into a large baſon, 
ſufficient to contain 1000 fail of the largeſt ſhips, having al- 
moſt throughout fix fathoms water, and perfectly ſecured from 
every wind. In this bay the rich fleets from the ſeveral parts 
of the Spaniſh Weſt Indies aſſemble, in order to ſet out toge- 
ther on their voyage to Enrope. Great care had been taken to 
fortify a place which, beſides being extremely populous, weal- 
thy, and flouriſhing in itſelf, is the centre of the richeſt com- 
merce of the world. The entrance into the harbour is ſecured 
on one fide by the Moro fort, built upon a projecting point 
of land, all of ſolid maſon-work, having a ditch 70 feet deep 
from the edge of the counterſcarp, and more than 40 feet f 
that depth ſunk in the rock: on the other it is defended by a 
fort called the Puntal, which joins the town, 'The Havanna 
ſelf, which is ſituated to the weſt of the harbour, and oppo- 
ſite to the Moro fort, is ſurrounded by a | ons pee an | 
with baſtions, and ſtrengthened by a ditch, | Y 
The Spaniards, ſenſible that, upon a rupture with Grave ; 
Britain, their Weſt Indies were the faireſt mark for the attack 
of the enemy, maintained a powerful fleet in thoſe parts, and 
| had actually a cite tquadron of ſhips of the line in the 
harbour of the Havanna s. But ſo little confidence did they re- ; 
poſe in their ſhipping for reſiſting the efforts of the Engliſh ar- 
mament, that the only uſe which they made of it was to ſink 
three of their largeſt veſſels behind an immenſe boom which 
they had thrown acroſs the mouth of the harbour. Their chief 
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NAVAL HISTORY 


A. D. hope was in the ſtrength of the place, and the wn at- 
1762. tending all military operations which are drawn out to any con- 


ſiderable length in this unhealthy climate. Theſe circum. 
ſtances encouraged Don Juan de Prado, governor of the Ha. 
vanna, to determine on a vigorous defence. He was aflited b 


the activity of the Marquis del Real, commodore of the fleet, 


and by the counſels and experience of the viceroy of Peru, and 


the governor of Carthagena, who happened to be then in the 
place on their way to their reſpective governments. 


On the 7th of June all things were in readineſs for landing; 
k in order to eflect this with the leaſt inconvenience, the ad. 


miral, with the greateit part of the fleet, bore away to the weſt. 


ward, that the enemy's attention might be drawn towards this 
quarter, while the earl of Albemarle and the whole army were 


landed, under the direction of Commodore Keppel, between the 


rivers Bocanao and Coxemar, about ſix miles to the eaſtward | 
of the Moro-caſtle. A body of Spaniards appeared on the 
ſhore; but, ſome floops being ordered to ſcour the beach and | 
the woods with their cannon, the troops pafled the river Coxe- | 
mar in great order, without the ſmalleſt oppoſition. The firſt 


attempt was to drive the enemy from a {mall redoubt on the 
top of the hill Cavannos which overlooked the Moro. This | 
vas effected on the 10th, and at the ſame time three bomb- 


ketches, being anchored on the ſhore, began to throw ſhells in- 


to the town, under cover of the ſhips Stirling-caſtle and Echo. 


The principal body of the army, deſtined to act againſt the 


: Moro, was divided into two corps, one of which, commanded | 


by General Elliot, advanced a conſiderable way into the coun- | 


try, towards the ſouth-eaſt of the harbour in order to cover the | 


ſiege, and to ſecure the parties employed in watering and pro- 
curing proviſions. The other, conducted by General Keppel, 
was immediately employed i in the attack on the fort, and a de- 
tachment headed by Colonel Howe, was encamped to the welt- | 
ward of the town, partly with a yiew to cut off the communi» | 
cation between it and the country, and partly t to make a diver- 
ſion in favour of the grand operation. 

The ſeamen having landed faſcines, ſtores, 4 artillery with | 


great potion, 1 the engineers, under the direction of Mr. Mac- 


 kellary | 
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+cllar, whoſe abilities were equally diſtinguiſhed at Louiſbourgh A. P- 
ind the Havanna, began to erect batteries of bombs and cannon, ? 762. 
while a body of poineers were employed in cutting parallels, and 
forming a line with faſcines to ſecure the troops! from the fire 

of the enemy. The hardſhips ſuſtained in this ſervice are almoſt 
nexpreflible. The thinneſs of the earth made it extremely dif- 

ſeult to cover the approaches. It was neceſſary to cut roads for 
communication through thick woods. The artillery was to be 
dragged a great way over a rough rocky ſhore. During this 
fatigue the ſapplies of proviſion were not plentiful, and water 

was to be brought from a great diſtance. Many men dropped 
down dead with heat, thirſt, and fatigue, But the ſpirit and 
ardour of the troops, the unanimity and conduct of the com. 
manders by ſea and land, overcame every difficulty. On the 

29th, 2000 choſen Spaniards, with a numerous body of Ne- 

groes and Mulattoes, landed in two diviſions, to the right and 

left of the Moro, with an intention to deſtroy the works of the 
beſiegers. They were repulſed by the piquets and advanced 
poſts with great bravery, and compelled to retreat in confuſion, 
leaving behind them 200 of their number killed or taken. 

The cannonading began, on the 1ſt of July, from two 
batteries bearing twelve cannons, ſix large mortars, three 

ſmall ones, and twenty-ſix royals. The enemy had ſeventeen 
pieces of artillery on the front attacked. The fire was for a 
conſiderable time pretty near on an equality, ind kept up with 

great vivacity on both ſides. At length that of the enemy began 

to fail, Their attention was divided in conſequence of an attack 

made upon the north-eaſt face by three ſhips of the line, the 
Cambridge, Dragon, and Marlborough, commanded by the 
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ro- Captains Gooſtrey, Hervey, and Barnet. Theſe ſhips, having 
pel, lid their broadſides againſt the fort, kept up one of the warm 
de- elt firings ever ſeen, for ſeven hours, without intermiſſion. But 
elt- de Moro, ſituated upon a high hill, had great advantages, and = 
_- the fire from the oppoſite fort of Puntall galled them exceed- 
ver- ingly, They were obliged to retire in a very thattered condition, 
AY alter loſing above loo men, among whom was captain Gooſtrey 
with de Miciborough, a brave and experienced oficer. 5 
Mac- . RE Th x 0 EL Os DEE. When 
cllar, . 8 | EH” | | 
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A. D. Wen the Spaniards were releaſed from the fire of the ſlips, | 

1762. they redoubled their activity againſt the batteries, and on both 
ſides a conſtant unremitted fire was kept up for ſeveral days, 
During this ſharp and doubtful contention the merlons of the | 
grand battery unfortunately took fire on the 3d of July. The 
flames became too powerful for oppoſition, and the labour of 
600 men, for ſeventeen days, was deſtroyed in a few hours, | 
This ſtroke was felt the more ſeverely, becauſe the other hard. 


„ a EA SS car. > — = = 
. re EEC 


1 
{LY 
1 i . 
up 
il 
1 
1 
MS 
* 


314 
9 
. . 
1 & 
7 i 
1th 


| i | ſhips of the ſiege were become ſcarcely ſupportable. Sickne{; | | 
1 had reduced the army to almoſt half its number. Three thou- ; 
l = | ſand ſeamen were at one time unfit for ſervice; and near doy. | 
tj] ble that number of ſoldiers. The ſcarcity of water, and the to- t 
| Bl tal want of wholeſome proviſions, exaſperated the diſeaſe, The 8 
_ army was ready to periſh by theſe calamities z and, if the hurri- 8 
10 cane ſeaſon came on before the place were N oa: the de- I 
_ ſtruction of the fleet was inevitable. | 
_ The unconquered ſpirit of | the commanders could hardly k 

9 maintain the languiſhing activity of the troops, when Sir James : 
10 Douglas who had parted from the admiral, in order to ſteer bis 0 
[| 3 courſe for Jamaica, arrived with the fleet from that iſland, cat. h 
[ E rying many conveniences for the ſiege. This favourable circum- in 
1 ſtance with the hopes of a conſiderable reinforcement from New! ty 
[ | bh. Vork, which arrived a few days afterwards, reſtored the vigour] fo 

1 | =, bol the men, and rouzed them to every effort. New batteries aroleY Wi 
= in the place of the old, the fire of which ſoon became equal, and] le 
_ afterwards ſuperior to that of the enemy; the cannon of the fort 20 
| | =. was filenced, the upper works demoliſhed, and a lodgement at th 
| length made in the covered way. Notwithſtanding this adran- T 
| tage, the immenſe ditch cut in the ſolid rock formed an obſtack on 
g . that Was very difficult to ſurmount. To fill it up was impots 25 
| * ſible, and che work of mining would have been impracticable Pal 
| l if fortunately a thin ridge of rock had not been left to cover the apf 
= extremity of the ditch, which would otherwiſe have been opel Do 
4 to the ſea. On this narrow ridge the miners paſſed wholly u du 
1 covered, and with very little loſs made a lodgment at the foot 20 
1 of the wall. While they formed a mine for throwing the coun ” 
1 | terſcarp into the ditch, another ſap was carried on along th Pi 
$ glacis. In the night of the 21ſt a ſerjeant and twelve men ſeq FY 
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bel the wall by ſurpriſe; but, the garriſon being alarmed before A. D. 
any additional troops could ſuſtain them, they were  6bliged to 1 


retreat. 
The governor of the Moro r now plainly 110 thab-the Ms 


muſt be ſpeediiy reduced, unleſs ſome bold meaſure were tried 
for its immediate relief, Accordingly, next day at four in the 
morning, he ordered a fally to be made from the town by 1500 
men, compoſed chiefly of the country militia and negroes, divi- 
ded into three detachments, who attacked the beſiegers i in as 
many different places. Meanwhile a warm fire was kept up 
from the fort of Puntall, and the ſhipping i in the harbour, But 
the Engliſh guards, though ſurpriſed, defended themſelves witli 
great reſolution, the poſts attacked were {| peedily reinforced, and 
the enemy were driven precipitately down the hill, without be- 
ing able to deſtroy any part of our approaches. The Engliſh 
Joſt fifty men killed or wounded, and the Spaniards had 490 
killed or taken priſoners. | 

On the 3oth of the month, about two in the i morning; a float- | 
ing battery was towed into the harbour, and fired with grapes 
ſhot and ſmall arms into the ditch, though without any great 
interruption to the miners; and the cloſe fire of the covering par- 
ty ſoon compelled the enemy to retire. This was the laſt effort 
for the relief of the Moro : for on that day the mines did their b 
work. A part of the wall was blown up, and fell into the ditch . 
leaving a breach which, though very narrow. and difficult, the 
engineer judged practicable: Orders were immediately given for 
the aſſault Lieutenant-colonel Stuart commanded the attack. 
The troops, hoping to ſee an end of all their hardſhips, entered 
on this moſt dangerous ſervice with the greateſt reſolution. The 
enemy who were drawn up to receive them, when they had 
pafled the breach, were terrified at the determined valour which 
appeared in their countenances, and fled on all ſides. In vain 
Don Lewis de Velaſco the governor, whoſe bravery and con- 
duct had excited during the whole ſiege the admiration of his 
enemies; endeavoured, with romantic courage; to defend the 
colours of Spain. He fell, as well as his ſecond the Marquis Fg 
Conſales, while attempting to no purpoſe to rally his troops. 
About 400 of the garriſon laid down their arms, and were 

Mo (Rr Ee 3 ; Es made 


ies NAVAL HISTORY 
A. D. made priſoners: as many were ſlaughtered on the ſpot ; others | 
1 1762. ran to the boats, and were drowned in attempting to eſeape i» 
the town. 
The Moro-fort thus cane into the poffe ion of the Englih | 
after a vigorous ſtruggle of 40 days from the commencement of 
the operations againſt it, This advantage was not immediately 
followed by the ſurrender of the Havanna. The governor | 
tcemed ſtill determined to defend that place, the fire of which 
was immediately turned againſt the fortreſs which had been loſt, | 
while a ſhip of the line was ſent down into the harbour, in or. 
L der to batter it with more effect. Meanwhile Lord Albemarte 
ordered a line of batteries to be erected along the hill of the 
Cevannos, which commanded almoſt the whole eaſtern ſide of 
the city. Batteries were likewiſe erected on the weſtern fide of | 
the town, which had hitherto been only guarded. When theſe | 
preparations were perfectly ready to take effect, his lordſhip, by | 
meſſage, repreſented to the governor the irreſiftible force of the | 
attack which he was ready to make on the place, but which, in 
order to prevent unneceſſary effuſion of blood, he was willing to 
ſuſpend, that the Spaniards might have time to capitulate: This 
repreſentation was made on the 1 oth of Auguſt, but to no pur- 
| Poſe, the governor returning for anſwer, that he was determi. | 
ned to defend the place, committed to him, to the laſt extre- | 
mity. Next morning at day-break, forty-five cannon and eight | 
| mortars, erected on the batteries at Cevannos, began to ply | 
againſt the town and the Puntall with ſuch continued and irrp- | 
ſiſtible fury, that this fortreſs was filenced before ten. In an- 
other hour the north baſtion was almoſt difabled. About two | 
in the afternoon white flags were diſplayed from every quarter | 
of the town, and in a little time after a flag of truce arrived at 
| the head quarters with propoſals of capitulation. The eſtabliſhed | 
religion and the ancient laws were to be preſerved, and pri 
vate property was ſecured to the inhabitants. The garriſon, 
which was reduced to 700 men, were to have the honours of | 
war, and to be conveyed to Old Spain, together with the Spa | 
niſh commodore, the governor of the Havanna, the vicero) of 
Peru, and the governor of Carthagena. The Spaniards ſtrpg- | 


Few: hard to lave twelve this of the line which lay in the hate 


or KING GEORGE III. 219 
your; but this was 2 capital point, and wholly inadmiflible. A. D. 
They likewiſe made powerful attempts to have the harbour de- 1762. 
dared neutral during the war; but this would have deſtroyed, 

in a great meaſure, the importance of the conqueſt. It was de- 
bated for two days, when hoſtilities were on the point of being 

| yxenewed ; which made the enemy recede from their demand, 
and the Engliſh took poſſeſſion of the place the 14th of Auguſt, - 
The acquiſition of the Havanna united in itſelf all the advan- 
tages that can be obtained in war. The enemy loſt a whole 
fect; they were deprived of a wealthy eſtabliſhment command- 
ing a rich and extenſive territory; and they ceded a port which 
commanded the only paſfage by which their ſhips could conve- 
niently fail from the bay of Mexico to Europe. While this port 
is in the hands of an enemy, who are maſters at fea, the court 
of Madrid can receive no ſupplies of treaſure from the Welt 
Indies, except by beating up co windward from Carthagena, 


which would expoſe them to infinite trouble as well as danger 
n | from the Engliſh ſquadrons, or by ſurrounding Cape Horn, or 
0 pafling through the Straits of Magellan from the South-ſea, a 
18 voyage of intolerable length, and ſubject to equal inconvenien- 


cies, The reduction of the Havanna, while it diſtreſſed the 
enemy in the moſt eſſential manner by ſtopping the ſources of 5 
their wealth, opened an eaſy avenue to the conquerors for 
teaching their American treaſures. In no former war had Great 


Britain acquired ſuch immenſe ſums at the expence of her ene- 
10- mies. Her ſucceſs in the Eaſt Indies is faid to have brought into 
an England near fix millions ſince the commencement of hoſtilities, 
wo | and, in the conqueſt now made, ſhe obtained, beſides an im- 
* menſe quantity of artillery, ſmall arms, ammunition, and war- 


bke ſtores, about three millions ſterling in filver, tobacco, aud 
valuable merchandiſe, collected, on account of the king of Spain, 
in the magazines of the Havanna. In this calculation of national 
profit we muſt not omit the capture of the Hermione, a regiſter 
s of ip, the value of which fell little ſhort of a million ſterling. If 
80 bad not been for theſe extraordinary pecuniary ſupplies, with 
vhich the war was attended, it would have been difficult to, 


hate 4 1 See Appendix, No XII. 
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K. D carry it on to ſuch an amazing extent. The money which was 
1 12 brought into the Kingdom invigorated commerce, and urged the 0 
hand of induſtry. The remittances for foreign ſubſidies were in 
a great meaſure paid by bills on merchants ſettled abroad, who 
had received the value of theſe draughts | in the produce of Bri. 
tiſh manufactures. The trade of England increaſed gradually 
every year, and ſuch a ſcene of national proſperity, during the | 
courſe of a long, expenſive, and bloody war, Was never exhi. 

bited by any people in the world. ; 

In the expedition againſt the Havanna, the ky unanimity, 
and perfeverance of the army and navy were eminently conſpi- 
cuous. Never indeed was there a period of ſuch cordial co. 
operation between the land and fea forces, or ſuch a punctual 
attention to orders. One captain only, of the name of Camp. 
bell, having neglected to perform his duty i in leading the {qua- 
dron which attacked the Moro, was obliged to quit the ſervice, | 

„ en is our plan to give an account of che more important 
enterprises, which ſucceeded through the co-operation of the 
navy, before we proceed to relate the exploits purely naval 
which diſting aviſh the year 1762, we muſt now carry the 
reader's attention to the expedition againſt the Philippine iſlands, | 

7 which | is one of the beſt conducted, moſt ſplendid, and moſt im- 
portant of all the ſucceſſes which adorn the annals of this glo- 
rious war The deſign of this expedition, which, if ſucceſsful, 
would give as ſevere a wound to the intereſts of Spain i in R. 
Laſt-Indies, as ſbe had received, by the taking of the Havanna, 
on the fide of America, was ſuggeſted by the following accident, 
After the memorable defence of Madraſs in 1759, Colonel Dra- 
per's bad ſtate of. health obliged him to leave that country. He WM 

| embarked in company with the honourable Captain Howe, then 
commander of the Winchelſea, for Canton in China, a place with 
which the inhabitants of the Philippines carry on a conſiderable 
traffic. Here the colonel employed himſelf in acquiring a minute 
Enowledge of the preſent ſtate of the Spaniards i in theſe iſlands, 
and diſcovered, that, confiding in their remote diſtance from 
Europe, they were perſuaded, that no attempt againſt them 


would ever be deemed Fe 5 T his had lulled them 10 
Td uch 
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in o 
Colin Draper communicated his ideas on this ſubject to 


Lord Anſon and Lord Egremont, upon the firſt rumours of a 
war with Spain. His information met with that attention which 


plaining his plan at full length, and affured, that, if a Spaniſh. 
war became unavoidable, the undertaking ſhould be recommend 
ed to his majeſty. 


The motives to the execution of this enterprize were many 
and powerful. The Philippines or Manillas form a principal 


which form the northernmoſt cluſter of theſe iſlands, are, ſome 
niſn monarchy, in its meridian glory, under Philip II. and, 
tre of communication for the Aſiatic and American trade. They 


may receive European goods by the way of the Cape of Good 
| Hope, and connecting the traffic of China, Japan, and the 


richeſt countries upon earth. 


ter the Tartar conqueſt in the laſt century, fled here in great 


under the government of Lnconia, the capital of which is Ma. 


fuch 4 perfect ſecurity, that they had totally neglected the keep- A. D. 
p of a regular military force for their own defence, 1762. 


it deſerved. He was defired to give a memorial in writing, ex- 


diviſion of that immenſe Indian Archipelapo, which conſiſts of 
above 1,200 iſlands, extending from the nineteenth degree * 
north latitude, almoſt in a continued chain, to the ſhores of New 
Guivea and the great ſouthern continent, The Philippines, 


of them, among the largeſt, and all of them, naturally, among 
the richeſt iſlands in the world. They were added to the Spa- 


being happily ſituated for commerce, they were uſed as the cen- 


Spice-iflands with that of Europe and Fu unite all the- 
extenſive dominions of Spain in ane commercial chain arg the g 


The principal iſland of the Philippines 3 1s called Manilla or 
Luconia, extending 300 miles in length, and go, at a medium, 
in breadth, The ſoil is cultivated by the natives with uncom-. 
mon induſtry for this part of the world; the Chineſe, who, af- 


numbers, are the artizans, and the Spaniards enjoy the govern- 
ment, and beſt part of the commerce. The reſt of the Philip- 
pine iſlands, as far as the Spaniſh power prevails in them, are 


nilla, ſituated on the ſouth-eaſt of the iſland, and lying upon a 
yery fair and ſpacious harbour. Here the large veſſels or gal- 
leons annually arrive, and from this place they fail for Aca- 
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A. D. pulco in America, loaded with money or goods to the value of 
$702: near a million ſterling. In the war of 1739, the taking one of 


theſe galleons was conſidered as the mot brilliant ſucceſs which | 
attended the Britiſh ſquadrons. But now they were to aim at ah 
higher object; not at a, particular cargo, but at the principd 
mart of commerce which ſupplied this cargo; and which, when 
put in our poſſeſſion, would enable us to deſtroy the intercourſy 
of any other European ſtate with the empires of China and Is 
pan, while it procured the higheſt reſpect for the Britiſh flag all } 
over thoſe wealthy and extenſive regions. Sa dt 
The grandeur of this deſign was ſuflicient to rouze the mot 
vigorous efforts of adminiſtration. But the additional weight 
of Spain, in the ſcale of the enemies of Great Britain, required 
all the exertions of her ſtrength nearer home. It was impoſſi. 
ble, therefore, to ſpare ſhips or troops for undertaking a con, 
queſt ſo diſtant and precarious, however advantageous and 


* . 


ſplendid. But, fortunately, the preceding events of this g. rau 
rious war naturally paved the way for thoſe which were to fol. the 
low. The ſucceſs of one expedition not only ſuggeſted the iden for | 
but facilitated the execution of another. By the fortune of our decl 
arms in the eaſt, we were become arbiters of the great penin. bora 
ſula of India; the French were expelled ; the Dutch humbled; WW nuc 


and there was nothing in thofe parts to refift the Britiſh force, WM fron 


or even to afford employment to all the troops that were kept vant 
on foot. Nothing, therefore, was demanded from Great Bri in w 


tain, but a light frigate to carry Colonel Draper to Madrals, oy. 
where alone {aitable Preparations might be made for this impor- time 
tant euterpriſe. He arrived there the latter end of June, 1762, eb 
and was appointed brigadier- general and commander in chief of ot. 
che land- forces to be employed in the expedition. The {quadron mate 
commanded by Vice-admiral Corniſh, a brave and able officer lr er 
conſiſted of ſeveral ſhips of the linei, beſides frigates. The rd 
troops allotted for this expedition conſiſted of one regiment, enen 
3 Theſe were the Norfolk, Panther, America, Seaford, frigate, Eliſabeth, | On t 
Grafton, Argo frigate, Lenox, Weymouth, Seahorſe ſrigate., The F almon'h | he | 
was left at the requeſt of the preſident and council of Madrafs, to convoy ts 
Eſſex Iadia van which had on board the treaſure for the China cargoes; but de 
arrived time enough to have her are in the aer | | | 


on 


| | lou 
with 
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wh a company df the royal artillery, reinforced with 600 ſe- A. D. 
oys, one company of Caftres, one of Topazes, one of pioneers, 1762. 
with ſeveral hundreds of unarmed Laſcars, for the uſe of the 
engineers and the park of artillery. The admiral ſupplied a 

ane battalion of 5 50 ſeamen, and 270 marines. The whole 
force amounted to no more than 2300 effective men; an incon- 
derable number, but of tried valour, inured to toil and hard- 
ſhip, and rendered equal by their diſciplined bravery to the 
firength of a great army. The 5th regiment, which was the 
only regular body of troops employed on this ſervice, had been 
the firſt who checked the progreſs of the French in India; their 
valour had given the happy turn to the war under Colonel 
Coote; they were inured to the Elimate, and accuſtomed to 
victory; and their arms were worthy to extend the glory of 
Great Britain to the remoteſt verge of Alia 
The enterpriſe was no ſooner reſolved upon, than the admi- 
ral detached Captain Grant of the Seahorſe to the entrance of 
the Chineſe ſea, with inſtructions to intercept all veſſels bound 

for Manilla, that the enemy, who were even ignorant of the 5 
declaration of war, might receive no intelligence of any deſigg 
formed againſt them. The ſucceſs of the enterpriſe depended 
much on expedition, not only in order to prevent the enemy 
from being rouzed from their ſecurity, but in order to take ad- 


pt vantage of the wind; for if the north-weſt Monſoon ſhould ſet 
f. in with any violence before the fleet were well advanced on their 
ls voyage, the whole deſign would be defeated. Accordingly no 

r- tine was loſt. In the ſpace of three weeks the troops were 


embodied and formed, and the ftores got ready and ſhipped, 

gy twvithſtanding a raging and perpetual ſurf, which in thoſe cli- 
on mates is one of the greateſt difficulties in any expedition, great- 

ly embarrafſing the embarkation, and rendering ſtill more ba- 

be dos the debarkation of troops, eſpecially in the face of an 
ut, enemy. i eng otro yo gon Wa to apes 


ae fleet failed in two diviſions the beginning of Auguſt, and 


* | on the 19th arrived at Malacca 3 2 place formerly conſidered as 
qu | | 3 33 8 i 8 
15 he key of the Indian commerce, and ſtill the centre bf a very 


ah dall derable trade. The Dutch, to whom it now belonged, al- 
n ough they looked with no very favourable eye on the progreſs i 


of 


44 NAVAL HISTORY. 
A.D. of the Engliſh in thoſe eaſtern regions, were afraid to dice 
1762. any ſymptom of jealouſy. The Engliſh fleet uſed Malacc, 38 
| a port of their own, and ſupplied themſelves not only with re: | 
freſhments, but with every neceſſary not already provided for | 
the ſiege of Manilla. In 39 days from Malacca they came in 
ſight of Luconia; the weather having in general proved favour. 
able, although the ſquadron was once ſeparated in a ſtorm, 
The next in command to thewvice-admira] was Commodore 
Tiddeman ; and the battalion of ſeamen and marines was under 
the Captains Collins, Pitchford; and Ourry, who behaved du. 
ring the whole ſervice with equal gallantry and conduct. The | 
_ officers ſubordinate to Brigadier-general Draper were the Lieute- 
nant- colonels Monſon and Scott, Major Barker who commanded 
the artillery, and Major Moore. Mr. Drake, and ſome other 
gentlemen in the Eaſt-India company's ſervice, were appointed 
to take care of the intereſts of their conſtituents, according to 
a convention made with the preſident and council of Madrak, | 
by which the Eaſt-India company were to have a third part of 
the booty or ranſom, and to be inveſted with the government of 
the conquered country. The land and ſea forces agreed by 
common conſent to participate in the diſtribution of their ſeve- 
ral captures, according to the rules eſtabliſhed in the navy. The! 
character of the commanders, as well as theſe wiſe precautions, | 
prevented the leaſt diſagreement from ariſing between the army! 
and marine, either in the conduct of the enterpriſe, or in the 
diviſion of the fruits of their ſucceſs 
The admiral having ſounded the coaſt, diſcovered a conveni- 
ent place for landing the troops, about two miles to the ſouth! 
ward of Manilla. On the 24th of September, the proper dil. 
poſitions being made, and the three frigates Argo, Seahorle 
and Seaford, moored very near the ſhore, to cover the deſcenty 
| three diviſions of the forces were put on board the boats of the! 
fleet, conducted by the Captains Parker, Kempenfield, and ret 
ton, and landed at the church and village of Malata. Tag 
was not performed without great difficulty, on account of a 10 
lent ſurf, which daſhed many of the boats to pieces. At the 
ſame time the enemy began to aſſemble in great number 
| both horſe and ipfantry, to oppoſe the deſcent, but the a 
| e 1 VVV 
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King Grant and Peighin, who commanded the; covering fri- A. D, 
gates; maintained ſuch a warm fire of cannon to the right and 1762. 


left that they. ſoon diſperſed, and the general diſembarked his 
troops without the loſs of a fingle man. The days which im- 
| mediately ſucceeded their landing were ſpent 3 in ſeizing the moſt. 
advantageous, poſts, in ſecuring the communication with the na- 
y. and in reconnoitring the roads and approaches to the town. 
They found it defended by ſome good works, . conſtructed in a 
regular manner, and garriſoned by about 800 Spaniſh troops. 
The Engliſh forces were too few to inveſt the place, ſo as to 
prevent it from being ſupplied with proviſions from the coun. 
try, or from receiving aſſiſtance from the natives, a fierce and 
daring people, who, though unacquainted with the uſe of fire 
arms and the regular diſcipline of war, were like all the inha- 
bitants of the Indian iſles, extremely formidable on account of | 
their martial ſpirit, native intrepidity, and contempt of death. 
The governor of the place was a churchman and archbiſhop, 
who ſtiled himſelf Captain-general of the Philippines; and, 
however ill qualified by his profeſſion for the defence of a town 
attacked, ſeemed well fitted tor this taſk * his ſpirit and reſo- 
lution. En 
The day after the troops landed the enemy 8 a mall 
fort called the Pulveriſta, which proved an excellent place of 
arms for covering the landing of the ſtores and artillery. Co- 
lonel Monſon, with an advanced party of 200 men, occupied 
the church of the Hermita, about 900 yards from the city. 
The head quarters were fixed in the curate's houſe, and ſecured 


by the ſeventy-ninth regiment, as a poſt of the utmoſt import- 5 


ance, both from its ſtrength, and the commodious cover it af- 
forded from the rains which had deluged the country, and ren- 
dered it impoſſible to encamp. The marines were left at the 
Malata, in the neighbourhood of the Pulveriſta, to preſerve the 
communication with the fleets, and guard the ſtores and artille- 
ry, which, on account of the ſurf, were not landed without 
great danger and fatigue. The battalion of ſeamen were ſta- 
tioned between the ſeventy-ninth regiment and the marines; and 
a body of men was advanced within 300 yards of the town, and 
poſſeſſed themſelves of the church of St. Jago, which they 
Vor. IV. „ CW maintained, 


1 NAVAL HISTORY 

A.D. 8 notwithſtanding i its being expoſed t to the fire of the 
1762, enemy. 
Before batteries could be Sede the enemy, on th 26th of | 
September, attempted a ſally with about 400 men. They were 
commanded by the Chevalier de Fayette, and having two field. 
pieces, advanced to the right of the Engliſh advanced poſts, and 
began to cannonade. But Colonel Monſon at the head of the 
picquets, reinforced by a ſmall body of ſeamen, ſoon drove them Wſ 
| back into the town. Their retreat was fo W chat they 
left one of their field- pieces on the glacis. 
It was imagined that the evidence of their inferiority | in this | 
Night encounter would be an inducement to the governor to en- 
deavour at obtaining advantageous terms by an early ſurrender. 

A ſummons was ſent to him for this purpoſe; to which he re- 
turned ſuch an anſwer as ſhowed we had nothing to expect but 
what we were able to command. Indeed, had the valour of 
the garriſon correſponded to the ſpirited declaration of the go- 
vernor, the town would have had nothing to apprehend from an | 
enemy, whoſe numbers obliged them to-confine their operations | 
to one corner of the place, leaving two thirds of it open to all 
manner of ſupplies. The front, to which the attack was di- 
trected, was defended by the baſtions of St. Diego and St. An- 
drew; a ravelin which covered the: royal gate, a wet ditch, co- 
vered way and glacis. The baſtions were in good order, mount- 
ed with a great number of fine braſs cannon; but the ditch 
had never been completed, the covered way was out of repair, | 
and the glacis was too low. 
While the works were going forward with great rapidity, 
fome ſtraggling ſeamen were murdered by the ſavages, which W 
induced the governor to fend out a flag of truce to apologiſe for 
this barbarity, and at the ſame time to requeſt the releaſe of his | 
nephew, who had been lately taken in the bay by the boats of Wl 
the fleet, His demand was complied with, and lieutenant | 
Fryar was ſent under a flag of truce, to conduct the priſoner to 
town. At that time a detachment of the garriſon, intermixed | 
with a body of Indians, ſallied out to attack one of the poſts of 
the beſiegers; when the ſavages, ignorant of the law of nations, 


and * the! ſacred charakter of an officer under a # | 
| condu 


% 
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conduct, aſſaulted Mr. Fryar with the moſt brutal fury, mang- A. P. 
ling his body in a moſt ſhocking manner, and mortally wound- 17 1762. 
ing the Spaniſh gentleman, who endeavoured to protect his con- 
ductor. In their attack they were ſoon repelled by the Britiſh 
party who defended the poſt; their favage cruelty had exaſpera- 
ted the troops, and whenever they tell into the hands of the 
Engliſh ſoldiers, they found no mercy. 
Meanwhile the indefatigable vigour and unconquerable ſpirit 
of our ſoldiers and ſeamen had raiſed three batteries for cannon 
-and mortars, which played on the town with conſiderable effect. 
The navy which had bitherto aſſiſted no otherwiſe than in co- 
vering the landing, and in furniſhing men and ſtores, began 
now to take a direct part in the fiege. On the 29th the admiral 
ordered the Eliſabeth and the Falmouth to lie as near the town 
as the depth of water would allow, and to enfilade the enemy's | 
front in order to ſecond the operations of the army. Although 
| the ſhallows kept them at too great a diſtance to have all the 
effect which could have been wiſhed, their fire did not fail to 
produce great confuſion and terror among the inhabitants, and 
to add very conſiderably to the fatigue of the garriſon. 
I) he operations of the beſiegers were for ſome days retarded WER 
by an event which threatened to deſtroy at once all the effects 
of their induſtry and courage. During the firſt days of October a WW 
deluge of rain poured down, accompanied by a mighty ſtorm = 
of wind. The ſquadron was in the greateſt danger, and all 1 
communication with it and the army entirely cut off. The W 1 | 
South-ſea Caſtle ſtore-ſhip, which had lately arrived, and co.  _ WE 
tained the greateſt part of the tools and neceſſaries for proſe= _ WW! 
cuting the ſiege, was driven on ſhore. The governor, or arch= 
biſhop of the place, added to the advantage of theſe appear- 9 
ances in his favour, by calling in the aid of his ecclefiaſtica} 1 
character. He gave out, that the angel of the Lord was gone | 
forth to deſtroy the Engliſh, like the hoſt of Sennacherib of 
old; and this miſerable ſuperſtition did not fail to raiſe the * 
rits 1 a fearful and cowardly garriſon. =_ 
The circumſtances of this ſtorm, by an extraordinary 5 
ok good fortune, became favourable to the beſiegers. The 
a . by being driven on ſhore without any conſi- 
„„ a derable 
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A. D. derable damage, gave an eaſy and ready acceſs to al the ſtore 
1762. and proviſions which ſhe contained, 'In the ſituation j 10 which | 


ſhe lay on ſhore, her cannon became a protection to the rear of 
- whe Engliſh camp; and, by enfilading the whole beach to the | 
ſouthward, ſhe kept in awe a body of Indians who threatened 


an attack on the Pulveriſta and the magazine of the beliegers | 
at the Malata. At the ſame time the confidence which the | 


| enemy derived from the natural helps ariſing from the ſtorm, 
and in the ſupernatural ones added by their ſuperſtition, ren. | 


dered them more remiſs and lahguid in their defence; while 


the roaring of the ſea,” occaſioned by the great ſurf, * prevented 


them from hearing the noiſe of the Engliſh workmen, who 
were buſy in the night in completing the ſeveral batteries, in 


= finiſhing A parallel and communication from theſe to the ad. 
| vanced poſt at the church, on the left of which they eſtabliſhed 


a ſpacious place of arms. All this was accompliſned on the 


3d, and, the battery being opened againſt the left face of St. 
Diego's baſtion, the fire was ſo well directed by the fkill of Ma. 
jor Barker, that in a few hours twelve pieces of cannon, mount. 
ed on the face of the baſtion, were totally ſilenced, and the 
enemy obliged to retire. In leſs than two teh all thei other | 


eee were greatly impaired. 
The Spaniards, ſeeing their fortifications no longer ate 


: projected a ſally diſpoſed in two attacks upon the two moſt in- 


portant poſts of the Engliſh. The firſt was to be made upon 


the cantonment of ſeamen, who were known to have had the 
moſt conliderable part in the management of the artillery during | 
| = whole fiege. The ſecond was to be made on the church of | 


St. Jago, which had been of ſo much conſequence in protecting 
the r in their appronchesy and which covered a flank of 


the army. : 85 I IT 


In the middle of the night ang the 4th of Oktober, | 


100 Indians marched out upon the firſt attack. They were 
much encouraged by the inceffant rains, which they hoped had | 


rendered the fire-arms uſeleſs ; while their own arms, conſiſting 
only of bows and lances, could ſuffer nothing from ſuch acci- | 


dents. Their approach was favoured by a great number of thick 


buſhes, growing o on the ſide of a rivulet, through which the 


, as 4 « ; 
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paſſed in the night, without being perceived by the patroles. A. D. 
When they arrived at the quarter of the ſeamen, they began the 1 762. 


work of deſtruction with a more than hoſtile fury. The Eng- 
iſh, though ſurpriſed, maintained their ground with ſteadineſs, 

and repelled the mad rage of the favages with manly perſevering 
courage. Prudently ſatisfied with this advantage, they remain- 
ed firm in their poſts t till day-break, when two picquets of the 
ſeventy-ninth regiment arrived to their aſſiſtance. The Indians, 
notwithſtanding the weakneſs of their armour, advanced in the - 
moſt reſolute manner to the attack, fought with incredible fe- 
rocity, when repulſed, returned with redoubled fury to the 
muzzles of the Engliſh muſquets, and died like wild beaſts 
gnawing t their bayonets. At length, however, they were ob- 


liged to retreat before the diſciplined valour of the Engliſh, 


having loſt zoo men in this daring and unequal attack. 
The bad ſucceſs of the firſt attempt did not diſcourage thoſe 
who were ordered on the ſecond. This began juſt as the for- 
mer had been defeated, and appeared at firſt more favourable to 
the hopes of the Spaniards. The Sepoys, who defended the 


church of St. Jago, were far from poſſeſfing the firmneſs of the 


Engliſh failors, and, being diſlodged without difficulty, retired 


in confuſion from their poſt. The enemy, who conſiſted not 


only of Indians but of a ſtrong detachment from the Spaniſh gar- 
riſon, immediately ſeized the church, climbed to the top, and 
from thence poured down a violent fire on our people, who 
maintained themſelves with patience and reſolution, until a de- 
tachment with ten field-pieces came to their relief. Then the | 
Spaniards were compelled to give Way, leaving 79 of their num- 
ber dead on the ſpot. Nor were we freed from theſe reſolute 
atacks without conſiderable loſs. This, with the former action, 
coſt the beſiegers above forty men, including Captain Strahan 
of the ſeventy-ninth regiment, and Lieutenant Porter of the 
Norfolk, two gallant officers who fell univerſally regretted. | 
This was the laſt effort of the garriſon in its own defence. 
The unruly ſpirit of the Indians, impatient of repulſe, and diſ- 
couraged by repeated defeats, led them to return home. The 
fire of the garriſon grew faint, and all the outworks of the enc- 
Wy Were now in a ruinous condition. The operations of the be- 
ſiegers, 


$ 
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A. D. ſiegers, on the other hand, were ſo well directed, and carried | 


4762. on with ſuch vigour, that on the 5th the breach appeared prac. | 
ticable. It was expected, that the garriſon would demand 12 
pitulation, when no law of honour, becauſe there was no . 
ſpect of ſucceſs, required a farther defence. But the beſiegers 
had to do with the ſullen obſtinacy of Spaniards, who neglected 


all opportunities of obtaining favourable terms, and without | 


taking proper meaſures for defending the breach. 
The Engliſh general, not finding any deſire of capitulation in 
the enemy, prepared without delay, and with the moſt judicious 
.arrangements for the ſtorm. On the 6th, at four in the morn. | 
ing, the troops deſtined for this ſervice filed off from their quar. | 
ters in ſmall bodies to avoid ſuſpicion, and, gradually aſſembling Þ 
at the church of St. Jago, concealed themſelves in the place of | 
arms, and on the parallel between the church and the battery, 

_ Meanwhile Major Barker maintained a cloſe fire upon every part 
of the enemy's works, from which we might apprehend any mo. 
leſtation. At day-break a large body of Spaniards were ſeen | 
formed on the baſtion of St. Andrew, as if they had received 
intimation of the intended aſſault, and had reſolved to annoy the 
affailants from the retired flanks of the baſtion, where they had 
Mill two cannon fit for ſervice. But the exploſion of ſome (hell | 

| thrown among them by the beſiegers had ſo good an eflet}, | 
that jt made them diſperſe and retire in confuſion. 
The Britiſh troops took immediate advantage of this event, 
and directed by the fignal of a general diſcharge from the artil- | 
lery and mortars, ruſhed on to the aſſault under cover of a thick 
ſmoke which blew directly on the town. Lieutenant Ruſſel, at 
the head of ſixty volunteers from different corps, led the way. 
They were ſupported by the grenadiers of the ſeventy-ninth ro- 
giment. A body of pioneers, to clear the breach; and, if necel- } 
ſary, to make lodgements, followed; a battalion of ſeamen ad- 
vuanced next, ſupported by two grand diviſions of the ſeventy- W 
' ninth regiment; and the troops of the Eaſt-India company form. 
ed the rear. Diſpoſed in this excellent order, the aſſailants, to 
the number of 2000 men, mounted the breach with amazing | 

| ſpirit and activity. The Spaniards retired ſo ſuddenly that it ws 
imagined they depended entirely on their mines. Captain Ste- 
venſon was ordered to examine the ground, which removed all 

. | | 5 7 apprehenſion | 
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mprehenſion from this danger; and the Engliſh troops penetras A. D. 
ted into the town without meeting with any oppoſition until they 1762. 
came to the royal gate, where there was a guard-houſe defend- 

ed by 100 Spaniards and Indians. Here Major More was tranſ- 

6xed with an arrow, and about twenty of our men fell. The 

guard refufed quarter, and were cut to pieces. In proceeding” 
ſorward the troops were galled with ſhot from the galleries of 

fy houſes ſurrounding the great fquare. But the Spaniſh ſol- 

diers every where gave way before them. Three hundred pe- 8 
riſhed in endeavouring to efeape by paſſing a deep and rapid ri- 

yer. The governor and principal magiſtrates imprudently re- 

treated to the citadel, which was by no means a tenable poſt? 

and, as the Engliſh general had no offer of capitulation either n 

the part of the garriſon or inhabitants, it was impoſſible to pre- 

vent ſome of the calamities which uſually happen to cities takers 

by ſtorm, from the cruel rapacious licenſe of the common fol» 
diers. Thoſe who had retired into the citadel, dreading to be 

expoſed to equal ſufferings, furrendered at diſcretion. 'The 
marquis of Villa Medina, with the reſt of the Spaniſh officers, 

were admitted as priſoners of war on their parole of honoury _ 
and all the Indians were diſmiſſed in ſafety. At the ſame time 
Admiral Corniſh and General Draper, influenced by a generoſity 
familiar to our commanders, though able ts command every 
thing by force, admitted the inhabitants to x capitulation, by 
which they enjoyed their liberties, lives, properties, and the ad. = 
miniſtration of their domeſtic government. In conſequence of _ 
this agreement the town and port of Cavite, with the iſlands and q 
torts depending upon Manilla, were ſurrendered to his Britannic 
majeſty ; and four millions of dollars were promiſed as a ranſom 
| tor ſaving the houſes and effects of the inhabitants k. The admiral 
took poſſeſſion of ſeveral large ſhips, with a vaſt quantity of mi- 
ltary and naval ſtores; and the Engliſh found here every re- 
feſhment to recruit the men, and every neceſſary to refit the 
quadron. The Eaſt- India company were entitled to one third 

of the ranſom, and the conqueſt according to agreement was 
delivered up to Dawſon Drake, Eſq; and the other individuals 5 
pfointed to receive them in behalf of that company. 


. As this ranſom. 1 was never r pad, commanders | in future will do "wall to anne 


woltages, 
T his . 


A. D. This i important acquiſition was rendered "WTR by another 
I 762. fortunate event. During the ſiege Admiral Corniſh received in. 
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| telligence by the capture of an advice ſhip, that the galleon from 
Acapulco was arrived at the ſtraits which form the entrance into 
the Archipelago of the Philippines. This intelligence Was not 
do be neglected; as ſo rich a prize would greatly enhance the 
value of the conqueſt, and not a little compenſate the diſadvan- | 
tage of a repulſe. _ Two ſhips of war, the Panther a thip of the 
line, Captain Parker, and the Argo frigate Captain King, were 
immediately deſpatched i in queſt of the galleon. After twenty. | 
ſix days cruiſing they deſcried on the zoth of Ottober, being off 
the iſland Capul, a fail ſtanding northward. The Panther being 
driven by the current among the Narangor, was obliged to an- 
chor; but the Argo coming up with the chace, engaged her for 
near two hours, during which the Engliſni frigate was roughly 
handled, and even obliged to deſiſt, until his damage could be 
repaired. The current flackening, Captain Parker was enabled | 
to get under fail, and about nine next morning came up with | 
the enemy, who after having been cannonaded near two hours 
at a very ſmall diſtance, ſtruck her colours. The Engliſh cap- 
tain was not a little ſurpriſed to learn when the Spaniſh officers Y 
came on board, that inſtead of the Sancta Philippina, which 
Was expected from Acapulco, he had taken the Sanctiſſima Tri- 
nidad; which was bound for that port. This veſſel had left | 
Manilla the firſt of Auguſt, and had ſailed Zoo leagues to the | 
eaſtward of the Embocadero but mecting with a hard gale.c of 
z wind, and being diſmaſted, was obliged to put back and refit | 
In the firſt engagement with the Argo this galleon mounted on- 
ly fix guns, though ſhe was pierced for ſixty, In her engage- | 
ment with the Panther, ſhe mounted but thirteen. The Engliſh | 
captains had both been ſurpriſed to find fo obſtinate a reſiſtance, 
with ſo little activity of oppoſition. But their wonder ceaſed | 
when they examined the galleon with attention. She was 2 
huge veſſel that lay like a mountain on the water, and her fides | 
fo exceſſively thick that the ſhot had made no impreſſion upon 
any part, except her upper works. She had 800 men on board; 
| and the value of her cargo was regiſtered at one e million and 2 
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valuable addition to the Foriquert; 200; a freſh Ane to the 
nem 
; 1 2 ;eribd of time kid the Spanith abesch {ufferea ſuch 
mortifying diſaſters as in the courſe of this war, of which thers 
was no conqueſt more advantageous in itſelf, 6r more hondur- 
ably atchieved, than that of the Philippines. Tue Britiſh forces 
effected theit landing before Manilla on the 24th of September: 
their battery of cannon was not completed until the zd of Ofto- 
ber, and on the 6th they were maſters of the city. In this ſhort 
ime, notwithſtanding the tempeſtuous ſeaſon of the year which 
prevented the communication between the land and ſea forces, a 
territory was acquired conſiſting of fourteen conſiderable lands; 
which from their extent, fertility, and convenience of commerce, 
furniſhed the materials of a great Kingdom. © The conqueſt of 
the Havanna had in a great meaſure intefrupted the communi- 
cation between the wealthy Americati colonies of the Spaniards 
and Europe. The reduction bf the Philippines now excluded 
them from Aſia. The two together ſecured all the avenues of 
the Spaniſh trade, and eut off all intereourſe between the parts 
of their vaſt but unconnected empire. Nevef indeed were an 
people more to be pitied than the Spaniards They were plun- 
ged precipitately into a war againſt every principle of ſound po- 
icy and caution, merely to pratify the private inclifiatiotis of 
their ſovereign, in favour of the intereſts of his family, which 
ſtood in direct oppoſition to thoſe of his people. Unfortunately 
for the happineſs of mankind: the former intereſts will always be 
preferred under the government of an abſolute prince. What⸗ 
erer concluſions, thefefore, may be drawn, at any future pe- 
nod, in 6 ee of the pacific intentions of the e ds from 


LOT. 


ought n not to hive great weight on the oüneſls or baſins of 
Great Britain; We ought in this caſe to diſtruſt appearances. 
The advantage, at leaſt the ſuppoſed advantage of a king of 
Spain and of his ſubjects, are not always the ſame. The national 

advantage is moſt odvious to ſtrangers, but that of the king 
will prevail in the cabinet; 3 and 9740 will undertake another 
Von. IV. „ . . wa? 


 $alf of dollars; that which was unregiſtered in order to be A. D. 
ſmuggled amounted to full as much; ſo that this capture was k 1762. 
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K. D. war againſt Great Britain, though, more ruinous than the for. 
1762. mer, whenever the. intereſts or honour of the houſe of Bourbo 

demand her aſſiſtance. We may be permitted another obſer. 

vation at this particular time k. T he ſucceſs of the laſt war 

againſt Spain, than which none more brilliant is recorded! in 

hiſtory, depended j in a great meaſure on the rapidity with. which 

| all our meaſures were carried into execution. The garriſon at 

the Havanna was in no ſtate of defence; the inhabitants of , 

Manilla were unacquainted with, the Jeglaragion of war, The 

| dominions of Spain from which ſhe draws her principal reſour. 

ces, lying at an immenſe diſtance from the capital and one an- 

other, renders it more neceſſary for her than for any other 

| power to temporize, until ſhe can inſpire with aftivity all the 

parts of her extenſive but disjointed. empire. For this reaſon 

Great Britain cannot be too much on her guard to watch the 

| firſt ſymptom of approaching hoſtility. To take the advantage 

of the firſt ſtroke, without waiting for the formal declaration 


| of. war, may expoſe her to the cenſure of minute politicians; ; 
o | but to wait patiently 1 till ſhe herſelf receives 10 will Ener her | : 
- the ſcorn of her enemies. | : 
, The reduction of the Manillas will Fl e 5 as a me- 1 
= morable erent to the lateſt poſterity. Another expedition, ü 
| g which was much celebrated at. the time, and which adorned the 2 
1 luſtre of the Britiſh arms in the courſe of this autumn, was the , 
=_ recovery of the iſland of St. John in Newfoundland. About q 
q 4 che latter end of May, intelligence was received by the admiralty | i 
_ that a French ſ quadron under the command of M. de Ternay had a 
[ | | failed from Breſt under cover of a fog. The deſtination of this 4 
| | B ſquadron being uncertain, Sir Edward Hawke, with the duke of 8 
| | York as rear-admiral, were immediately ordered from Spithead | 
= Vith ſeven ſhips of the line, and two frigates, in hopes that ry 
ij | 5 they might fall! in with the enemy. They viſited the coaſt of | ki 
- | . France; and, after cruiſing for ſome time in the chops of the 95 
= : | Channel for the protection of our trade, returned to Portfmouth, Wl gu 
= | | not. having ſeen M. de Ternay's fleet. It Was deſcried, how- | gle 
= Wits on the 1 ith a May, be a beer to the PTY: | pr 
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| | ward of aw Lizard by Captain Rowley, Who had failed 255 Y D. | 
three ſhips of war, the Superbe of 74 guns, the Goſport of 44, 1762. 


and the Dana of 38, as convoy to a fleet of merchantmen 


bound to the Eaſt and Welt Indies, and the c continent of Ame- 


rica, Captain Rowley no ſooner perceived them than he made 


Fe diſpoſition! for battle, though greatly inferior! in ſtrength. F he 
French ſhips bore down upon him; when he hoiſted Britiſh, 


colours, and fired at the neareſt, when ſhe was within little 


more than random ſhot. The enemy immediately hoiſted Eng- ; 


liſh colours, and tacked to the northward, H- gave them chacs 


till three 1 in the afternoon, when they were ſcarcely i 10 =o 
and, having no hope of. bringing them to action, he diſconti 


zh; 
nued the purſuit, and rejoined. his convoy. 


The French ſquadron conſiſted of the Robuſte of 74 guns, 


the Eveille of 64, the Garonne of , 44 and the Licorne of 30 

carrying 1500 ſoldiers under the command of the Count « q Hau- 
ſonville. They ſteered their courſe for Newfoundland, and on 
the 24th of June entered the bay c of Bulls, where the troops 


vere landed without oppoſition. ; Having taken poffeſſion of an 


inconſiderable Engliſh ſettlement in this bay, they ſteered for 


the town of St. John's, Which, being defended by no more 


than ſixty-three men, ſurrendered upon capitulation, This little 


garriſon were made priſoners of war, together with the officers | 
and crew of his majeſty 8 {ſloop the Gramont, which was in the 


harbour. The French likewiſe took ſeveral merchant-veſels, 
deſtroyed the ſtages erected for curing cod, and every thing 


elſe belonging to the fiſhery. They afterwards began to repair 


the fortifications of the town, o | of which they had determined 


to keep poſſeſſion. 5 5 0 5 go 2 * 4 3 ; Pi | 


When the news of this 16f: reached Eügland, the aritin\ifis 
ſerial party employed it as a fubject of reproach againſt the 
king's ſervants. Their abuſe, though mean, illiberal, and vul- 


gat, Was not altogether inl-founded. Mr. Pitt's advice for 
guar ding Newfoundland from any ſuch attempt, had been ne- 
gefted by the miniſtry, who, while on this occaſion they re- 


preſented the loſs of a place cold, barren, and inhoſpitable, as 


df very little conſequence, did not Selce BY | xs ed an arta- 


vert for regaining t the * * it FR 
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But their preparations for this purpoſe were rendered unne, 
ceflary by the vigilant celerity of Lord Colville and Sir Jeffery 
Amherſt, who commanded by ſea and land in North ern 
The former, upon receiving advice of the progreſs of the French 


in Newfoundland, immediately failed thither from Halifax, and 


blocked up the harbour of St. John' s with one ſhip of the line 


and one frigate only, even while M. de Ternay lay at anchor 


in it, with a ſuperior ſquadron, On the 11th day of September 


his loxdſhip was joined by Colonel Amherſt, whom his brother 


| Sir 1 effery had detached from New York, with orders to touch 
at Louiſbourg, and take on board ſome troops, which, with 


thoſe embarked at Halifax, amounted to about 800 men, chief. 


ly Highlanders and light infantry. The light infantry landed, . 
after a ſhort reſiſtance, at Torbay, about. ſeven miles to %y 
northward of St. John's, it not being poſlible to land at Kitty- 


vitty, where the enemy had ſtopped up the narrow entrance, by 


Linking ſhallops i in the channel. The French had continued to 
annoy the boats, as the troops landed; until the light infantry 
| obliged the enemy to retreat, The French afterwards took ta 


the woods, through wb! ch the Britiſh had to march for four 


miles. They wounded ſeveral of our men with their buſh fire, 
which was very t troubleſome till Captain M. Donald's company 1 
light infantry ruſhed i in upon them, took ſome priſoners, and 


diſperſed the reſt. The Britiſh forces advanced to the ſtrong 


poſt of Kitty-vitty v which they took ſword in band.. This advan» | 


tage ſecured their communication with the ſhips for landing the 


ſtores and artillery. The enemy poſted on a | hill on the other 
ſide of the river fired upon our men; but a detachment Was ſent | 


to drive them from this eminence, from which they retreated 


with Precipitation, leaving f ſeveral priſoners behind. The French 


were ſtill in poſſeſſion « of two yery high and ſteep hills, the one 
in the neighbourhood of our, advanced. poſts, and the other in = 
the neighbourhood of St. John? s, and, commanding all the i in⸗ 


termediate ſpace. It was neceſſary to diſigdge them; which was | 


performed by Captain M Donald with great bravery and reſolu- | 


Yon, at the head of his own and. the provincial light infantry: | 
With this corps he paſſed the ſentries and advanced guard unob | 


ſerved, and v WAS 106 diſcovered till the main body of the * 
* 


7 1 
* 
* 8 
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fi him climbing up the rocks, and almoſt at the top, which he A. D. 

ned; having received the enemy's fire, he poured in his own 1762. 
with ſuch vivacity that the French gave way. The gallant cap- 
tain received a mortal wound; his Houteaang with four _ 
were killed, and eighteen wounded, 

On the 16th Colonel Amherſt — W in * 
preparations to attack the town. of St. John's. The breaſt-work 
and unfiniſhed battery which commanded the harbour being 
taken, the entrance of the channel was cheared, and the ſtores 
and artillery were landed without difficulty. This was fortu- 
nately performed before a violent gale of wind, which happen» 
ed immediately after, and drove Lord Colville to a conſiderable 
| diſtance from the coaſt. In his abſence M. de Ternay took ad- 
vantage of a thick fog, to flip his cables and to make his eſcape, 

leaving the garriſon of St. John's to defend itſelf. His ſhips 
were {cen at a great diſtance by the Britiſh ſquadron; but his 
conduct was ſo unlike that of Engliſhmen in abandoning a place 
intruſted to his protection, that it was not imagined the n 
which they deſcried could be thoſe of M. Ternay. : 

On the 15th at night the colonel opened a battery, with one 
eight- inch mortar, ſeven cohorns, and fix royals. The enemy, 
at the ſame time, began a briſk: fire from the fort, and threw 


il WY feveral ſhells. In the morning of the tBth the Count d' Hau- 
ng ſonville, who had declared two days before, in a letter to Colo- 
N= | nel Amherſt, that he would not ſurrender the fort until it were 


totally deſtrayed, thought proper to alter his reſolution, and to 
demand a capitulation. The garriſon ſurrendered priſoners of 
Far, on condition of being conveyed to Breſt with the firſt op- 
portunity; which condition was immediately fulfilled by Lord 
Colville, who had, by this time, returned into the harbour. 
Thus the town and fort of St. John's with all the other places 
which the French had taken on this coaſt were recovered by the 
indefatigable labour and perſevering bravery of a handful of 
men, without the loſs of above men n in a this 1 _ 5 
tant ſervicſe. 
| la the retaking of St. John! $2 pwn wa the ies 5 the . 
| Havanna and the Philippines, the fleet and army co- operated 
Fith, b fingular n and ſucceſa. ** they underwent the 
of ſame 
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A D. ſaine Fatigue, and were expoſed to ſimilar dangeis, they wert 
1762. entitled to an equal ſhare of glory as well as of reward. But it 
is obvious that the vaſt ſüperiority of the Engliſh ſeamen to the 
French and Spaniſh,” and their firm hardineſs: in performing 
ſome branches of ſervice which no land troops in the world 
would have daredi to attempt, was the principal cauſe of that 
uniform and uninterrupted train'of good fortune which crowned 
the Britiſh arms. The manly firmneſs and perſevering reſolution 
of our ſeamen, directed by the experienced valour and active 
vigilance of our naval commanders, overcame obſtacles of art 
and nature which appeared at firſt fight unſurmountable. Every 
meaſure was taken at that critical moment which was moſt fi. 
vourable to its ſucceſs no advantage was left unimproved; no 
error unrepaired. The whole plat of every expedition, as well 

as its ſubordinate parts, was — n . hr 

ani guided by conſummate wiſdomo( 

Nor was the merit of the fleet leſs . in thoſe at- 
| temps wich were more immediately directed againſt the naval 
ſtrength and reſources!df the enemy. In the courſe of the year 
we meet with ſeverat actions at ſea, which would adorn the an- 
pals of any country. We AA relate them in, Lake 'oecier _ time 
in which they happened. 
Had the enemy's deſigns eren we - ſhould baer bad wv 
exploits to boaſt of near the coaſt of France, In the month of 
December of the year 1761, they attempted to burn at onte all | 
the Britiſh ſhips of war that lay at anchor in the road of Baſque: 
They prepared three fe- ſhips, which being chained together, 
were towed out of the port, and ſet on Gre a a ſtrong breeze 
| that ble directly on the Engliſh ſquadron. This attempt, hou. 
ever, was made wit ll hurry and trepidation; and the wind lucki- 
ly ſhifting drove then clear of the ſhips they were intended to 
deſtroy. They were conſumed to no purpoſe, after blowing up 
| with a terrible exploſion, and every perſon on board periſhing. 
On the 5th of March, his majeſty's.1E Milford fell in-with a | 
Spaniſh letter of marque in her paſſage to St. Domingo. dhe 
- hid been a privateer of Bayonne, and pierced for 20 guiis, but 
carried at preſent only 16 ſix-· pounders, ten ſwivels, and 94 men, 
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and deſperate. Captain Man of the Milford ſoon received à A. D. 

mortal wound. Mr. Day the firſt lieutenant, taking the com- 1762. 

mand of the ſhip, was immediately ſhot through the head. The 

defence of the king's hip devolving on Lieutenant Naſh, this 

officer received: ſeveral wounds in his hands and face. Tie 

engagement continued almoſt for twenty-four hours, when the 

enemy ſtruck, both ſhips. being miſerably ſhattered. 1 
About the ſame time his Majeſty's ſhip Fowey, of 24 guns, 

nine pounders, and 135 men, commanded by Captain Mead, 

fell in with La Ventura, a Spaniſh frigate of 26 guns, 12 poun- 

ders, and 300 men, carrying money to pay the Spaniſh troops 

at Porto-Rico and St. Domingo. Theſe frigates engaged about 

ſeven leagues from Cape Tiberone. The fight continued an hour 

and an half, when their mutual damages obliged them both at 

the ſame time to ſheer off and repair. This done, Captain Mead 

at ten o'clock of the night bore down a ſecond time on the ene- 

my ; but after exchanging a broadſide without any viſible effect, 1 

it being too dark to form any ſatisfactory notion of the diſtance 

and motion of the Spaniſh veſſel, he made fail to windward, 

keeping a proper look- out, that he might not loſe ſight of her, 

but be able to renew the attack with advantage by day-light. 6 

Accordingly in the dawn of the morning, the Fowey, keeping 


ber men at their quarters, ran up as cloſe to the Ventura as it 


was poſſible without falling on board of her. The engagement, $ 
renewed for the third time, was more bloody and deſperate than | 
before. It laſted with extraordinary courage and conduct on 
both ſides till half an hour pait eight, when the Spaniſh frigate | 
having received ſeveral ſhot between wind and water, and being 
reduced almoſt to a wreck, 'was compelled to ſtrike her colours. 
de had near 50 men killed; and both ſhips were ſo much difſe 
abled that neither of them 120 tackles left to hoiſt out a boat, 5 
nor indeed a boat that could ſwim. Captain Mead, Who is 
known by his uſeful invention for cleaning a ſhip's bottom at 
ſea, had occaſion for all his ingenuity on this occaſion.” He 
contrived by nailing tarpaulins over the ſhot-boles' of a ſmall 
boat, to bring the Spaniſh: officers on board the Fowey. His 
gallantry was the more conſpicuous en this occaſion, as the 
0 walter Was | druidæ 2a unit to give. the leaſt aſſiſtance 
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A.D. during the aRtion.” The gunner, too, happened tobe wounded 
702. in the beginning of the engagement; and a lieutenant, with 2 19 
men, were on ſhor et N 

5 On the 3d of April, after this wreck was carried into Ports | i 
Koyal in Jamaica, the Huffar frigate, Captain Carket, attacked M 
four ſhips, lying under a fort in Tiberone bay; one of which : 

| carrying 16 guns ſhe burnt, ſunk another of 14 guns, cut out 

one of 16 and another of 12, and carried them into Jamaica. : 

In this deſperate enterprize the Huſſar had but one man killed ; 
and 12 wounded; whereas the French had 17 killed and 35 
wounded. But moſt of the crews of the enemy's ſhips eſcaped B 

_ aſhore in their boats during the engagement. 

7 0 On the 21ſt of May two Britiſh frigates, cruiſing off Cape 5 
St. Vincent, made prize of the Hermione, a Spaniſh regiſter- 
ſhip, bound from Lima to Cadiz, loaded with ſuch a quantity 

ol treaſure and valuable effects as enriched all the captors. The 
Hermione had but 28 guns, and ſurrendered with little or no 
reſiſtance; ſhe was indeed in no ſituation to make a proper de- 
fence, the officers on board not being acquainted with the de 
dlaration of war between the two kingdoms. This ſhip carried 
2,600,000 hard dollars; and her whole cargo was valued at a i 5 
million ſterling, which is more than had ever been before taken | 

in one bottom. The loſs of ſuch an immenſe treaſure at the 
beginning of a war which required the greateſt expence, muſt Y 
have been a heavy blow to the ambition of the court of Madrid. 
The prize was brought from Gibraltar to England, and the gold 
and ſilver being conveyed in covered waggons to London, was 
carried in proceſſion to the bank, amidſt the acclamations of 

the people, who conſidered this as an auſpicious omen of ſuc- W 
ceſs in the war againſt Spain. 
In the beginning of April Captain Ourry of the Acteon, in 
ble latitude of Tobago, took a large Spaniſh regiſter-ſhip, bound W 
for Lagueira, laden with artillery, ſtores, and ammunition. In f 
September, a fleet of 25 ſail of French merchant-ſhips, richly W 
laden with ſugar, coffee, and indigo, took their departure from * 
Cape Francis for Europe, under convoy of four frigates. Five W 

of theſe veſſels were ſurprized and taken in the night, by ſome f 

| 'privateers of New York and Jamaica. Next day it was their f 
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misfortune. to fall! in with Commodore Keppel, who made prize A. D. 
of their whole fleet and convoy, which were carried into the 1762. 
harbour of Port- royal in Jamaica. 
Nor were the Britiſh, cruiſers leſs ſucceſsful on the coaſts of 1 
Europe. In the beginning of April Captain Gambier of the Bur- 
ford arrived at Plymouth with a large Eaſt-India-man which 
had failed from the iſle of Bourbon with a valuable cargo, and 
been taken by one of Admiral Pocock's ſquadron i in the chops 
of the channel. About the end of Auguſt Captain Hotham of 
the ᷑olus chaced two Spaniſh ſhips into the bay of Aviles, in 
| the neighbourhood « of Cape Pinas; and on the 2d day of Sep- 
tember, ſtanding into the bay, came to an anchor in ſuch a 
ſituation as to bring his guns to bear not only upon one of the 
ſhips, but alſo upon a ſmall battery fituated on an eminence. 
After a ſhort but warm conteſt both the battery and ſhip were 
abandoned; but before Captain Hotham could take poſſeſſion 
of his prize, ſhe ran aground, and | bulging, was burned by the 
| eaptors. On the 20th of September he took a veſſel of conſi- 
derable value belonging to Bourdeaux. In the beginning of | | 
November Captain Ruthven of the Terpſichore took a French MI 
ſhip of 20 guns bound from Bourdeaux to Cape Francis. The 2» 
Action, in which the captain was wounded, was ſharp and ob-. 
ſtinate. On the ninth of the ſame month the enemy loſt the E 
Oiſeau, a frigate of 26 guns, commanded by the Chevalier e 
Modene, who fell in with Captain Tonyn of the king's ſhip 
the Brune, about ſeven leagues from Carthagena. The en- 
gagement was maintained with great ſpirit on both ſides 3 but 
at length the chevalier was obliged to ſubmit, ha: ing loſt about 
zo men, including all his officers, excepting three, who with 
himſelf were wounded in the action. „ 
A continuation of ſucceſs had inf pired the Engl: ſh wha an en- 
thuſiaſm of valour as well as of magnanimity. "Of the firſt we 
haxe an example in an exploit of the Brilliant and Duke of Vork. 
prirateers; and of the latter i in the behaviour of Captain Clark 
of che Sheerneſs frigate, Theſe privateers entered a ſmall port 
ntar Cape Finifterre, defended by a battery at the entrance, In 
two hours time they beat the Spaniards from the fort, hoiſted 
Engliſh colours, and ſpiked up the cannon. L hey might have 
kid the town in aſhes, but were ſatisfied w ith burning two hips, | 
Vor, IV. CV and 
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A. D. and bringing off four more which were loaded with wine for 


' 
! 


1762. the ufe of the Spaniſh fleet at Ferrol. The Minerva, a French 


frigate, had, in company with four, other ſhips of war, given 


chace to the Sheerneſs commanded by Captain Clark, who took | f 
refuge in the harbour of Villa Franca, and there anchored, the 


wind blowing freſh. He was immediately followed by the Cap- 


tain of the Minerva, who, actuated by an idle ſpirit of vanity 
and inſolence, reſolved to lie between him and the ſhore, and 
ran his ſhip upon the rocks which bound the eaftern fide of the 
harbour. Being himſelf ignorant of the art of ſeamanſhip, and 


ill aſſiſted by a crew little acquainted with ſuch emergencies, 


his ſhip was in a ſhort time daſhed in pieces; and a conſiderable 


number of his people periſhed, notwithftanding all the afliſtance 


| he could receive from his conforts. On this melancholy occa- A 
. fion Captain Clark, forgetting they were enemies, and that this 


very calamity was occaſioned by their refentment againft him 


and his country, exerted himfelf vigorouſly for their relief. He 
could not have done more if his friends had been in danger. 
By this generous aſſiſtance the greateſt part of the crew and all 


the officers were faveds 3 5 
The ſame firm and refolute ſpirit, and the ſame enterprizing 
gallantry, appeared in every branch of the Englith marine. 


Even the packets performed exploits which would have done | 4 
| honour to ſhips of war of any other country. The Hampden, W 


of eight carriage guns and 30 men, failing between Faro and 


Gibraltar, was attacked by 11 privateers, which bore down if 
order of battle. The commodore was a barcolongo of eight 
guns and 60 men; the ſecond was a xebeque of the ſame nun- 
ber of guns and men; five of a leſſer fize followed a little a- ſtern; 
other four carrying 30 men each, with one gun in the prow, W 

brought up the rear. The engagement began at eleven in the 
forenoon in ſight of Gibraltar, and continued till half paſt W 
one, when that mighty ſquadron were ordered by the command- 4 
er in chief to haul their wind, and to return from whence they WW 
came. The Hampden proceeded to Gibraltar, with her fails 73 
and rigging greatly damaged, but without any other conſiderable B 
loſs. The Harriot packet, in her paſſage from New Vork to 

Falmouth, diſcovered equal gallantry, having twice _— i 1 
e e N reteh 
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French privateer of more than double her force. The captain A. D. 
was rewarded with a purſe of an hundred guineas, and promo- 1762. 
ted to the command of a Liſbon packet. 

It would be tedious to relate every naval exploit of the year 
1562, in the courſe of which our men of war and privateers 
fought and took 120 conſiderable prizes, carrying 844 guns 
and near 6000 men. Neither French nor Spaniards had force 
at ſea which was fit to annoy our trade in any great degree, and 
| they were deterred from riſking. their lives and properties on 
board of privateers, by the rough treatment which theſe com- 
_ monly met with from the Engliſh frigates or armed merchant- 
men. Since the Spaniards, through the ambition of the court, 
had been precipitated into this fatal war, they had loſt 12 ſhips 
ol the line beſides frigates ? and the French had been deprived 
of a marine ſyfficient to conſtitute the ſtrength of a great Cl. 
kingdom. Their whole loſs amounted to 18 ſhips of the line MR 
and 36 frigates taken; fourteen ſhips of the line and thirteen 7 
frigates deſtroyed. On the other hand the French took two | 
and deſtroyed three Engliſh frigates ; and thirteen Britiſh ſhips | 
of the line, with fourtcen frigates, were loſt by accident. But 
not one capital Engliſh ſhip fell into the hands of the enemy. 

The proſpect of rich plunder, which always attends a Spaniſh 
war, had revived the ſpirit of privateering, after it was in 8 
great meaſure extinguiſhed by the repeated diſaſters of the 
French, which had left them ſcarcely any thing more to loſe by i 
' ſea, Some attempts were made in this way, which ſeem bold = 
and daring beyond the ſpirit and abilities of private perſons. | 1 
The expedition againſt Buenos Ayres in particular, though it 
ended unfortunately by a fatal accident againſt which human 
prudence is too weak to provide, deſerves, on account of the _ 
doldneſs and magnitude of the deſign, to be recorded among 
the memorable naval exploits of the year. It was the laſt act 
of hoſtility between the Engliſh and Spaniards, and concluded 
in a manner the moſt proper for diſ poſing brave and generous 
| Nations to a mutual forgiveneſs of pyuriess and a lincere deſire 


EE of accommodation. 15 5 5 W6 
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a ” lome private adyenturers, after we had made ourſelves ma- | 
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A. D. and bringing off four more which were loaded with wine for lf 
#762: the ufe of the Spaniſh fleet at Ferrot. The Minerva, a French I 
frigate, had, in company with four, other ſhips of war, given 
chace to the Sheerneſs commanded by Captain Clark, who tobæ KU 
refuge in the harbour of Villa Franca, and there anchored, the ; 
wind blowing freſh. He was immediately followed by the Cap- KW 
tain of the Minerva, who, actuated by an idle fpirit of vanity 
and infolence, reſolved to lie between him and the ſhore, and 
ran his ſhip upon the rocks which bound the eaſtern fide of the WB 
harbour. Being himſelf ignorant of the art of feamanſhip, and 
ill aflifted by a crew little acquainted with ſuch emergencies, i 
: his ſhip was in a ſhort time daſhed in pieces; and a conſiderable 
number of his people periſhed, notwithftanding all the afliſtance 
hae could receive from his conforts. On this melancholy occa- 
ſion Captain Clark, forgetting they were enemies, and that this 
| very calamity was occaſioned by their refentment againft him 
and his country, exerted himfelf vigorouſly for their relief. He 
could not have done more if his friends had been in danger. 
By this generous aſſiſtance the greateſt park of the crew and alt 
the officers were faved. 
The ſame firm and refolute ſpirit, and the ſame Wann = 
gallantry, appeared in every branch of the Engliſh marine. 
| Even the packets performed exploits which would have dons 
| honour to ſhips of war of any other country. The Hampden, } q 
of eight carriage guns and 30 men, failing between Faro and 
 _ Gibraltar, was attacked by 11 privateers, which bore down ir 
order of battle. The commodore was a barcolongo of eight | I 
guns and 60 men; the ſecond was a xebeque of the ſame num- | I 
ber of guns and men; five of a leſſer fize followed a little a- tern; - 
other four carrying 30 men each, with one gun in the prow, W 
brought up the rear. The engagement began at eleven in the W 
forenoon in ſight of Gibraltar, and continued till half paſt | 2 
one, when that mighty ſquadron were ordered by the command- |} 3 
er in chief to haul their wind, and to return from whence they Wl 
came. The Hampden proceeded to Gibraltar, with her fails I 
and rigging greatly damaged, but without any other conſiderable 7 1 
loſs. The Harriot packet, in her paſſage from New York to Wl 
Falmouth, diſcovered equal gallantry, having twice ren : 4 
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French privateer of more than double her force. The enptem A. N. 
vas rewarded with a purſe of an hundred guineas, and promo- 1762: 


ted to the command of a Liſbon packet. 


It would be tedious to relate every naval exploit of the year 
1762, in the courſe of which our men of war and privateers 


fought and. took 120 conſiderable prizes, carrying 844 guns 


and near 6000 men. Neither French nor Spaniards had force 
at {2a which was fit to annoy our trade in any great degree, and 
they were deterred from riſking, their lives and properties on 
board of privateers, by the rough treatment which theſe com- 
monly met with from the Engliſh frigates or armed merchant- 


men. Since the Spaniards, through the ambition of the court, 
had been precipitated into this fatal war, they had loſt 12 ſhips 


ol the line beſides frigates ? and the French had been deprived 

of a marine ſufficient to conſtitute the ſtrength of a great 
kingdom. Their whole loſs amounted to 18 ſhips of the line 
and 36 frigates taken ; fourteen ſhips of the line and thirteen 


frigates deſtroyed. On the other hand the French took two 
and deſtroyed three Engliſh frigates ; ; and thirteen Britiſh ſhips 
of the line, with fourteen frigates, were loſt by accident. But 


not one capital Engliſh ſhip fell into the hands of the enemy. 
I) be proſpect of rich plunder, which always attends a Spaniſh | 
war, had revived the ſpirit of privateering, after it was in a 
great meaſure extinguiſhed by the repeated diſaſters of the 
French, which had left them ſcarcely any thing more to loſe by 5 
ſea, Some attempts were made in this way, which ſeem bold 

and daring beyond the ſpirit and abilities of private perſons. 
The expedition againſt Buenos Ayres in particular, though it 
ended unfortunately by a fatal accident againſt which human 
prudence is too weak to provide, deſerves, on account of the 


boldneſs and magnitude of the deſign, to be recorded among 
the memorable naval exploits of the year. It was the laſt act 


of hoſtility between the Engliſh and Spaniards, and concluded 


na manner the moſt proper for dif poling brave and generous 


nations to a mutual forgiveneſs of? Wharien and a ſincere deſire 


of accommodation. 5 SOPs, M4. 


The attempt againſt this Spanith Se was andertaken 
y ſome private adyenturers, after we had made ourſelves ma- 
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ner on of ac Havanna, and taken meaſures for tue conqueſt of. 
ilippines. Government thought proper to encourage 
their deſign, not ſo much from any lucrative: motive as on ac. 
count of the ſituation of Buenos Ayres, which of all the Spaniſh 
colonies lies the moſt conveniently for moleſting the poſſeſſions 
of our Portugueſe allies, and which, if we ſhould be ſo for- 
tunate as to get it into our power, would afford a ſtation well 
adapted for enterprizes againſt the trade and the dominions of 
Spain in the South Seas. The embarkation was made from the 
* agus, and conſiſted of the Lord Clive and Ambuſcade priva- 
teers, the former of which was equal in force to a ſhip of 59 
guns. They were reinforced by a Portugueſe frigate, and ſome | 
ſmall armed veſſels and ſtore-thips, and had on board 500 ſol- I 
diers, partly Engliſh, partly Portugueſe. The expedition was 
under the command of Captain Macnamara, an adventurer of 
ſpirit and experience, who had been many years a captain in the 
Faſt-India company's ſervice, and had embarked his whole for- 
tune in the preſent enterpriſe. | | 
The armament failed from Liſbon the goth of Jag, ola, 
from which place to the mouth of the Plata the voyage proved 

_ favourable. But when they had entered that vaſt river the 2d 
of November, difficulties and obſtructions began to encounter 
them on every ſide. A violent gale of wind, attended with 
thunder and lightning, attacked them at their entrance. When 
the tempeſt ceaſed, they found that the river was ſhoaly, and of 

{o difficult navigation that they muſt meet with no ſmall obſtruc | 
tions in miking their way to Buenos Ayres. The Spaniards | 
were not here, as in other places, unacquainted with the decla - 
ration of war. They were well prepared for making a vigorous 
reſiſtance, and had begun, ſome weeks before, to act on the | 
offenſive by taking the Portugueſe ſettlement. of Nova Colonia. | 
This unexpected intelligence and the difficulties of the voyage | 
to Buenos Ayres determined the adventurers to abandon for 
1 5me time this firſt deſign, and to begin with the recovery of | 
Nova Colonia. An Engliſh oilot who knew the place and river, | 
aud whom they accidently met with on board a Portugueſe 


V veltel, encouraged ow to the utempt, undertaking to carry the | 
+ ANUS commodore! 
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commodore's ſhip into the harbour, and within piſtol-ſhot of A. N 
the enemy's principal battery. 

On the iſt of January, 1763, he made vol his eeviniſh: 1763: 
The Engliſh ſhips arrived before Nova Colonia i in good order, 
and the men in high ſpirits. They adorned their veſſels with all De 
the pomp and parade of a naval triumph. Their calours were 
fully diſplayed; the ſoldiers dreſt jn new red uniforms, and diſ- 
poſed upon the poop and upon the tops, made a gallant appear- 
ance, In this manner they advanced to the attack the 6th of 
January, with horns ſounding and drums ng, and anno 
movement expreſſive of hope and victory. | 

The Lord Clive made the ſignal for engaging, : and FI 1 
anchored under the eaſtmoſt battery of the place, while the 


Ambuſcade was expoſed to 3 warm fire from the middle and 


welt batteries, as well as from two Spaniſh frigates. But the 


plan of engagement was not exactly followed; the Portugueſe 


frigate on which they had great dependence, having anchored 


at ſuch a diſtance that none of her ſhot reached the ſnore. The 


Spaniards pointed their guns well, and ſtood to them with 
firmneſs. But the ſhips having rectified ſeveral miſtakes in their 


firſt diſpoſition, began a moſt fierce cannonading, which laſted 


from eleven in the forenoon till three in the afternoon, when 

tae enemy's fire began viſibly to abate, and their men to retire 
to the eaſtmoſt battery as the place of greateſt! ſecuri ity. A \gainſt' 
this the fire of the Engliſh was directed with redoubled rio- 
lence; and they had hopes every minute of ſceing the Spaniſh 
colours ſtruck. But when they were on the point of attaining 

the object of all their deſires, the commodore's ſhip, by ſome. 
accident which has never been accounted for, unfortunately 1 5 
took fire. In a moment ſhe was all in a blaze; and the ſame 
inſtant diſcovered the flames and the impoſſibility of extinguiſh. - 
ing them, There was to be ſeen a moſt dreadſul ſ pectacle. The 
fdes of the veſſel were immediately crowded with naked men, 
vho but a few minutes before reckoned themſelves i in the aſſured 
proſpect of wealth and conqueſt. Some clung to the ſails and 
ligoing until the violence of the flames obliged them to forego oe 
their hold; others precipitated themſelves into the ſea; ; many 

died y the; eir own hands; ; {And ſeveral of (63 1 mor c determined gs 


courage x 
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D. courage went to the lower guns in the midſt of all this * of | 
4 763. confuſion and horror, and kept up a conſtant fire on the enemy, 
till they were driven by the flames to periſh in another element, 
The commodore periſhed; and of 340 men, only 78 eſcaped, | 
None of the other veſſels durſt approach the Clive for fear of | 
ſharing her fate. The Ambuſcade, which had ſuffered greatly 
from the enemy's fire, eſcaped to the Portugueſe ſettlement of 
Rio de Janeiro. Such of the-Lord Clive's crew as, by uncom- } 
mon dexterity in ſwimming, reached the ſhore, were humanely | 
received by the Spaniards, whoſe reſentment was extinguiſhed | 
In the calamity of their enemies. 'The Engliſh came to them | 
naked; they clothed them decently : they were deſtitute of | 
every neceſſary; they ſupplied abundantly all their wants, re- 
| ceived them into their houſes, and treated them rather like 
their deareſt friends than enemies come to expel them from 
their poſſeſſions, | 
The war thus cloſed wich an action the fitteſt that can be 
jmagined to diſpoſe the minds of men to humanity, gentleneſs, | 
and benevolence, and to prepare them for receiving with ap- 

| bation the meaſures which had been taken for giying ro to 1 
the four quarters of the world. 


1 Concluded at Paris the roth of N 176 3. ee Appendix, No. XIII. | 
for the Ng of this treaty « of peace. | 
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The Naval Hiſtory of ira from the 
end of the War in 1763 to the Jo 1779 


8 the 10 of ts 1 p had 10 n der in order to A. D. 
protect the Britith colonies in America againſt the en- 1763. 
croachments of the French, fo the ſecurity of theſe 

colonies ſeems to have been the principal object i in the treaty of 

peace, of which the terms were, doubtleſs, more advantageous | 

to the Engliſh ſettlements in America than to the iſland of Great 
Britain, The unexampled ſucceſs of the war enabled England 
to dictate the conditions of peace. She had it in her option to 5 
retain the Weſt-India iſlands of Martinico, Guadaloupe, Ma- 1 
fiegalante, and Deſiderade, the poſſeſſion of which would have 
brought the moſt i important advantages to her commerce, or by OY 

fling theſe Wands, to ſecure the American ſettlements on the | f | 

north | {| 


* 


i 
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A. D. north by the acquiſition of Canada. She preferred the Wee | 
1763. of her colonies. ..It was no leſs in her power to.retain the im- f 
portant conqueſts ſhe had made from Spain, as to obtain ar an 
equivalent for theſe conqueſts by ſtipulating ſuch commercial 


advantages as would have added immenſe wealth to Great Bri. 
tain, or to defend her American colonies in the ſouth by acqui- 


ring the forts of St. Auguſtine and Penſacola, and the extenſire 
country of Florida. In this inſtance, alſo, the intereſt of Ame. | 
rica prevailed. The colonies were ſecured from every hoſtile | 
attack, and, at the price of Britiſh blood and treaſure and every 
national advantage, were placed in ſuch a ſituation as no longer 
' r6quired the protection of Great Britain“ From that moment 
they may be ſaid to have obtained independence, 8 their 


condition enabled them to aſſume it. 


It has long been obſerved, that England generally loſes by | 
negotiation the advantages which ſhe has acquired by force of 
arms; If this obſervation be well founded; the circumſtance, I 
perhaps, does not ſo much ariſe from the unſkllfulheſs of her 
miniſters as from the nature of the Engliſh conſtitution. In a | 
free country there are a great many little intereſts; all of which | 
muſt be conſidered by a miniſter, and ſome of which may be } 
allowed, at certain times, in conſequence of a particular combi. 
nation of circumſtances, to prevail over the general intereſt of 
the community. At the time that the public attention was em. 
ployed in conſidering the propoſed terms of peace, the conduct | 
of the Weſt-India intereſt in parliament was extremely remark- | 
able. The popular lord-mayor of London aſſumed the lead 
among thoſe coloaiſts, who compoſed a powerful and complete } 
body in the houſe of commons. Theſe gentlemen, while the 
peace was in agitation, ſpared neither pains nor expence to per- 
 ſuade the Engliſh nation, that it was far more eligible to retain } 
Canada than the Weſt-India iſlands. The reaſon ſor their be- M 
ing ſo anxious to ſpread this opinion, was, becauſe the poſſeſſion 5 
of the French Weſt Indies would have annihilated their ow | 
importance; whereas the poſſeſſion of Canada could not de. 
tract any thing from the value of Jamaica, Antigua, and the | 
other iſlands, in which their property conliſted. It is ſaid that 


the late miniſter had, againſt his own ſentiments, . | 
3 1 | their] 
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and their clamorous efforts to render their own voice that of the 1 763. 
public, had; doubtleſs, a conſiderable influence with the mini- 

ers who negotiated the peace. But this was not all. The 
Engliſh had not yet learned to ſeparate their own intereſts from | 
thoſe of Americaz and thoſe who then held the helm of affairs 

were fooliſhly dazzled with the notion of acquiring an extenſive 

and undiſturbed empire acroſs the Atlantic. When tlie Weſt- 


India patriots obſerved them determined in this deſign, and that. 


the retaining of Canada and the ceſſion of the iſlands was a 
int irrevocable in the negotiation, they joined heartily in op- 

poling the whole ſyſtem of the peace. The odium of this mea- 

ſure was thrown entirely on adminiſtration; but the clamour of 


pretended patriots and the ambition of courtiers had united in . 
bringing about an event which has been one conſiderable ſource 
of the ſubſequent calamities which have befallen Great Britain. 


The parliament which met in the year 1763 approved of the 
peace, and voted 16, ooo men to be employed for the ſea ſervice 
for 1764, including 4287 marines: The king in his ſpeech had 
recommended keeping the fleet on a reſpectable fobting ; ; the 


ordinary of the navy amounted to 568,598 l. and 280, 00 l! 


was voted towards the building and repairs of his majeſty's ſhips 
for 1764. Nothing could be more proper than theſe prepara- 


tions, which inſured the performance of the articles of the ge- 


neral peace on the part of France and Spain ; all of which, ex- 
cepting the liquidation of the Canada bills; and the Manila ran- 


om, were fulfilled with great punctuality. 


Notwithſtanding the pacific intentions of the French and Sp 
nih courts, ſome occurrences unavoidably happened! in diſtant 
parts wich were employed as arguments by the oppoſers of the 
peace for again embroiling Great Britain with both theſe king- s 
doms. The firſt event of this kind was a miſunderftanding be- 
tween the Engliſh and French commanders in America. This 
afforded matter for popular declamation + but, when the facts 
vere fully explained it appeared that the differences had entires 
ly ariſen from the commander of an Engliſh frigate having, pur- _ 
ſuant to his orders from England, obliged a French ſhip to keep 5 


vithin the bounds of navigation preſcribed by treaty: This mat? 
Vor. IV. . 1 R ter 
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their + end by complying with their defires in tHis particular; A. D. 
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A. D. ter was wur explained to the ſatisfaqion of the W when 
1763. a ſtoop of war arrived at Portſmouth from Newfoundland, 


which reprefented the French fleet on that coaſt as extremely 


formidable. It was afferted that the French, in direct oppoſition 


to the treaty of peace, intended to fortify St. Peter's, aud that 


the Britiſh {quadron in thoſe parts, commanded: by Mr. Palliſer, 


was by no means in a condition to prevent this meaſure. Upon 


this intelligence, the party in oppolition pronounced a French 
war to he unavoidable, unlefs we were diſpofed to ſacrifice all 
ur late conqueſts. Meanwhile Mr. Pallifer diſpatched a ſloop 
to the French governor at St. Peter's to inquire into the truth of 


the reports which prevailed, and to know if he had mounted 
cannon and erected works on that iſland. The governor an- 


fwered by aſſurances that there was no more than one four- 


5 poun der mounted, without a plat-form, and with no other in- 


tention than to make ſignals, and to anſwer thoſe which were 
malle by the fiſhermen; that the guard had never exceeded 50 


men; and that no works or buildings whatever had been erc&- 


: ed contrary to the treaty. The ſufpicions had ariſen from the 
equivocal conduct of a captain of a French ſhip of 50 guns, 
which, as it appeared by the commodore” s letters, was the only 


large veſſel the French had in thoſe parts. This ſhip, with one 


frigate of 26 gun, and another of inferior force, formed their 
Whole ſtrength, and Mr. Palliſer was aſſured that none of thoſe 
veſſels had ever attempted, or would ever attempt to enter into 


any of the barbours on the coaſt of Newfoundland. 


Te clamour which was excited by the conduct of a French 


ſquailron at Turk's ifland, was ſupported on a better foundation. 


This place is the moſt conſiderable of a number of fmall iſfands 
which go under the ſame name on the coaſt of Spaniſh Hiſpa- 


mola. It is only four miles in length, has not any good har- 
hour, and is ſo barren and uncomfortable a ſpot that it is im- 
poſſible for any ſettlement to ſabſift upon it. But as the coal 
abounds with various Kinds of 61h, eſpecially turtle, and affords 
; great quantities of ſalt, the Bermudians and other Britifh 


ſubjects reſorted thither in order to fiſh, and to gather ſalt 


in the dry ſeaſon. Two hundred of them were employed in | 
this manner in the month of June, when a Bade ſhip of 74 


guns, g 
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guns, with a ſnow, ſloop, and xebeque, arrived from Ca e A.). 
Francois. Having landed on Turk's iſland, they laid hold of the 1763. 


Englith, plundered and burnt their cabins, detained their per- 
ſons tor ſome days as priſoners, and when diſmiſſed, ordered 
them never to return into thoſe parts. Mr. Lyttleton the go- 


yernor of jamaica was no ſooner informed of thoſe hoſtilities 


than he ſent notice of them to the miniftry, who gave ſuch in- 
ſtructions a8 the occaſion required to Lord Hertford, then am- 


paſfador in France. Meatiwhile an account of the whole trans 
ſaction was laid before the public; and it was generally bahn 5 
that the French intefided to attempt a ſettlement on Turk's iſl- 
and The oppofition repreſented the attack upon the Engliſh 

| ſalt-gathers as a premeditated plan of the French politics, which 
| was to be executed by the treacherous D'Eſtaigu then governor 

ol St. Domingo, for expelling the Britiſh ſubjects not only from 
theſt wretched iflands, but from all their other poſſeſſions in the 

| Weſt Indies. They inſiſted that the paſt hoſtilities and preſent 


imentions of the French were a juſtifiable ' ground for a new 
war. But this clamour was effectually ſilenced by the declaras 


tion of the French court in anſwer to the demands of the Bri- 
tiſh ambaſſador. It diſavowed the proceedings of the French 
ſubjects in the Weſt Indies, diſclaimed all intention of acquirs 


ing or conquering Turk's iſland, . ordered the Count d'Eſtaign 
to cauſe theſe iſlands to be immediately abandoned; and every 


thing therein to be reſtored to the condition in which it was 
before the late violent proceedings. Full reparation alſo was 
ordered to be made to the Britith ſubjects for the loſs of their 
property and other injuries, according to an eftimation to bs 
immediately leteled by the e of Nane and Mi Do- 


mingo. 


rupture betwixt England and that kingdom, which, however, 
terminated in a manner equally honourable for Orr” Britain. 


On the 22d of February 1764, an order came from Don Joſeph 1764 


Roſado, governor of Baccabar, commanding the Engliſh ſerthents 

in the bay of Honduras to retire from every other place, and to 

renfine themſelues to the banks of the river Is The Bog. 
Ns CES 


The uſual renifſhol of tie court of Spain in giving inflrocs 
tions to their governors in diftaht parts, concerning the obſerva, 
tion of treaties negotiated in Europe, had almbft occaſioned a 
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AD in thoſe parts are under the protection of the governor of Ja- 
1744. maica, to whom they formed a petition, ſetting forth, « That 
« the Spaniſh orders had occaſioned a total ſtagnation of buſi. 

L neſs ; ; that the commanders of ſhips who had hitherto ſup. 
6 plied the petitioners with proviſions, {ceing no probability of 

60 being paid for what they had already furniſhed, declined be- 

« ing longer concerned in that commerce; and that having no 

9 85 6 plantations of their own,' and being cax off from the only 

x « ſupply in which they could confide, they ſaw no poſſible 
cc means of preſerving themſelves and their families from fa- 

« mine,” In conſequence of this petition Governor. Lyttleton 

ſent an agent from Jamaica to inquire into the true ſtate of the 

grievances complained of, and to, uſe his beſt endeavours to re- 

dreſs them Upon inquiry it was found, that the order of the 

Spaniſh governor of Baccabar was in conſequence of a letter of 

the 29th of December 1763, written by Mr. d' Eſtines, captain- 

| general of Jucatan, who had arrived at Campeachy on the 5th 

of the ſame month. This letter injoined the neceſſity of confi- 

ning the logwood cutters to particular diſtricts, i in order to pre- 

vent the Spaniards from being impoſed on by pretenders to the 

= rights of B itiſh ſubjects. Accordingly the Engliſh were limited 

to 20 leagues up the ſouth fide of the new river: in the river 

; Balis, and four leagues to the ſouthward of 1 its mouth, they 
| were not to be interrupted 3 but if diſcovered beyond theſe li- | 
| mits, their negroes were ſcized, their Property ae. and 
their own perſons arreſted. 12 89 3 

While proper meaſures were oed in America for ming 

theſe grievances, and for keeping the Spaniards to the 19th ar- 

ticle of the treaty, which aſcertained the rigbt of the Engliſh to | 

cut logwood 1 in the bay of Campeachy, the carl of Rochford, | 

then ambaſſador at Madrid, had inſtructions to complain of the 

| conduct of. Mr. d'Eſtines. | To his memorial, which was dicta- 1 

ted in the moſt ſpirited terms, the Spaniſh miniſter replied, | 

% That he had 1 no advices from that governor relative to the 

. & ſubject of the complaiat; but that! it was certainly his Catho- | 

CE « lic Majeſty 8 intention to abide by the 17th article of the laſt | 

= 60 treaty of peace; that be had already given poſitive orders to 
= | a his deere of * for that re that theſe a Gol I 
2, 4 4 tho 


a A 


4 ; 


F 


r rn 


r r og Ek AK EE Sn 


r Kine CEORGE UI. 


« cutting logwood in the ſtipulated places.“ 


This anſwer, though in appearance ſufficiently explicit, did 


not ſatisfy the antiminiſterial party in Great Britain. They 


affirmed that the reply of his Catholic majeſty's miniſter was 


diſingenuous, becauſe it ſtipulated no ſatisfaction to the ſuffer, 


253 


# ſhould be renewed, and the Engliſh no longer interrupted in A. D. 
| 1764, 


ers, nor any puniſhment on the offending party; and they call- 
ed out for an immediate declaration of war againſt Spain, 


mours, the earl of Rochford was ordered to make freſh remon- 


governor of Jucatan, in which his proceedings with regard to 


Partly, perhaps, in order to quiet the violence of their cla- 


2 ſtrances. Theſe occaſioned the ſending of new orders to the 


the Britiſh ſubjects in the bay of Honduras are diſapproved by 


is Catholic majeſty; he is commanded to repair their injuries, 
to give them no diſquiet i in future under any pretence whatever; 


it being the defire of the king of Spain to preſerve peace with 


Great Britain, and to give the greateſt poop of his ve 
to the Britiſh nation. 


The pacific intentions of . and Spain, which had bein 
ſufficiently diſcoyered in every tranſaction ſince the concluſion of 


the treaty, was entirely owing to the known ſtrength of the 


Britiſh navy in thoſe parts where the natural enemies of this 
kingdom are moſt vulnerable. The American ſeas were cover- 


rupted the illicit commerce between the Britiſh colonies and 


the French and Spaniſh ſettlements. This occaſioned affecting 


ed with Engliſh ſhips of war, which in a great meaſure inter- 


repreſentations to be ſent from acroſs the Atlantic. The colo- . 
niſts complained that all the Britiſh ſhips of war were now con- 


verted into guarda- coſtas, and their commanders into ſo many 


cuſtom-houſe officers, who ſeized every foreign ſhip carrying 


gold and ſilver to be exchanged for Britiſh commodities; and 
they aſſerted that, if this reſource by which they were ſupplied 


vith ſpecie from France and Spain was cut off, it would be im- 


poſſible for them to make their remittances to England. 


The univerſality of theſe complaints engaged the miniſtry to HE 


| mitigate the rigour of the orders which they had ſent out at the 


concluſion of the peace to the Weſt-India governors, and 


TE 


8 commanders of i for annoying he contraband trade of the 
e colonies | 
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A. D. colonies with France and Spain. The navy of Great Britain 
1764. was thus delivered from à ſervice, which was in ſome meaſurt 
| unworthy of that dignity and ſplendour by Which it had been 
diſtipguiſhed; and a few veſſels were henceforth employed in aa 

. undertaking which was more Tuſtable to the naval greatneſs of 
this iflanct. a 
„It had long been a gueti with the learned, ether the 
unexplored part of the ſoutkern hemiſphere contained another 
continent, or whether ſo great a part of the globe exhibited only | 

an ment expatiſe of water: The former opinion ſeemed to 
be rendered ptobable by analogital reafonitig concerning the 
#eoptiphy of the earth, and received ſome additional ſtrength 
from the various diſtoveties of new lands in thoſe remote parts, 
by the feveral commercial powers who held poſſeſſions in Ame- 
rica. Thie Engliſh, Portugueſe, Dutch, and French navigators 
had diſtinguiſnied themſelves, for abe two centuries, in this 
immenſe field of enterprize; and; although they failed in all 
their attempts to determine the main queſtion, they met with 
Lach a vartety of new objects as gave riſe to other queſtions, 
and excited freſh ctifiofity. Soon after the acceſſion of his pre- 
Ko Fant majeſty to the throne, a defign was formed of ſending out 
35 veellels for examimitig with particular attention the wondlers of 
© thE fouthern hemiſphere; and for cnfürminig what was true and 
detecting what was faife in the varibus and contradictory ac- 
counts bf former navigators. If the year 1764, the kingdom 
being then in a ſtate of profound peace, the Dolphin and the 
Tamer, the former a ſhip of wat of the ſixth rate, and the lat 
tera ſloop mounting ſixteen guns, were defpatchied for this pur- | 
poſe, under the command of Commodore Byron, whoſe inſtruc- | 
tions, dated the 17th of June in that year, explain the nature 
2nd object of the expedition.“ Whereas nothing can redound 
t more to the honour 6f this nation as a maritime power, to 
© the d: gnity of the crown of Great Britain, and to the ad- 
“ yancement of the trade and navigation thereof, than to make 
e difcoveries of countries hitherto unknown; and whereas there | 
de is reaſon to believe that lands and iſlands of great extent; | 
e hitherto unviſited by any European power, may be found in 


& the Atlantic Ocean, between the Cale of Good Hope 8 50 | 
e e the 
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« the Magellanic Streights, within the latitude convenient for A. D. 
« navigation, and in climates adapted to the produce of commo- 1 704- 
« (ities uſeful in commerce; and whereas his majeſty's iſlands 
« called Pepy's iſland and Falkland iflands, lying within the 
« ſaid tract, notwithſtanding their having been Grit diſcovered N 
« and viſited by Britiſh navigators, have never yet been fo ſuf- 

« ficiently ſurveyed, as that an accurate judgment may be form- 

« ed of their coaſts and product, his majeſty taking the premi- 

« (es into conſideration, and conceiving no conjuncture ſo proper 

« for an enterprize of this nature as a time of profound peace, 

« which his Kingdoms at preſent happily enjoy, has thought fit 

« that it ſhould now be undertaken.” Captain Byron, purſuant 

to theſe inſtructions, failed from the Downs on the 21ſt of 
june; and having viſited the Falkland iſlands, paſſed through _ 
the Straits of Magellan into the Pacific Ocean, where he diſco- 
vered the ilands of Diſappointment, George, Prince of Wales, 
Danger, York iſland, and Byron iſland. He returned to Eng- 
land in the month of May in the year 1766—having determined 

in the courſe of this long navigation many doubtful points, the 
reſult of which is highly intereſting to the public, and may =: 
ol great importance to future navigators. 1 

Commodore Byron came in ſight of Cape 0 on the coaſt 7 
of Brazil on the 11th of September, and anchored the day fol- 
lowing in the great road of Rio de Janeiro. This city is governed 
by the viceroy of Brazil, who received the Engliſh officers with: 

a ceremonious politeneſs. The people aboard the commodore's 
{111p, having been ſupplied with freſh proviſions and greens every 
day, were very healthy; but there being many ſick aboard the 
Tamer, a place was appointed for them on ſhore, where they 
ſoon recovered. On the 16th of October both ſhips weighed 
anchor, and the crews were impatient to get to ſea, in order to 
avoid the exceſſive heats which prevail on that coaſt. They 
vere obliged, however, to remain five days above the bar, - 
waiting for the land breeze; nor was it without much difficulty 
they got out at laſt, on account of the narrowneſs of the en- 
trance between the two firſt forts, which renders the paſſage ſo 
dangerous that the ſhips muſt have been loſt, had they followed 
the Water of che eee * During the delay at Rio de 


E274 


Janeiro Ee 


i 
# 
. 
3] 
4 
i 
; 
$ 
| 
| 
[4 


q 


Naval HtsTORY | 


A. D. Janeiro ſeveral Engliſh ſailors were decoyed by the Portiguets 
1764. to leave their reſpedtive ſhips. This is a common practice on 


the coaſt of Brazil, eſpecially at Rio de Janeiro, where the Por- 


tugueſe, carrying on a great trade, ſpare no pains, nor labour; 


nor deceit to entice foreign ſeamen to enter into their ſervice, 


The commodore, having loſt fight of the coaſt of Brazil on 


the 22d of October, called all hands upon deck, and informed 


them that he was not, as they imagined, bound immediately to 


the Eaſt Indies, but upon certain diſcoveries, which it was 
thought might be of great importance to our country, in confi- 
deration of which the lords commiſſioners of the admiralty had 
been pleaſed to promiſe them double pay, and ſeveral other ad- 


vantages, if during. the voyage they ſhould behave themſelves to 


his ſatisfaction. They all expreſſed the greateſt joy upon the 
_ occaſion; aſſured him they would undergo with cheerfulneſs 


9 every difficulty and danger in the ſervice of their country, and 


obey his orders with the utmoſt zeal. The commodore conti- 
nued to ſteer his courfe towards the ſouth; and on the 11th 


November found himſelf in the latitude, 42 degrees 34 minutes 


| ſouth; longitude, 58 degrees 17 minutes weft, While he was | 
in the latitude of 35 degrees 5o minutes, he found the weather 
as cold as it is in the ſame ſeaſon in England, although the 


month of November is a ſpring month in the ſouthern hemi: | 


| ſphere, anſwering to the month of May in Europe; and they were 


20 degrees nearer the line than we are in Britain; ſo much 


colder is it towards the ſouthern regions of the earth; The 


people on the forecaſtle were frequently deceived with the ap- 


) 


pearance of land On the 12th November they called out at 


once, © Land right a-head” The commodore looked forward 
under the foreſail, and ſaw what at firſt appeared to be an 
iſland, rifing in two rude craggy hills. He ſent officers to the 
maſt-head who called out that they ſaw land a great way to the 


_ windward. As they continued their navigation, the land till } 
kept the ſame appearance, and the hills looked blue, as they 


generally do at a diſtance. Many of the ſeamen faid they law | 
the ſea break upon the ſandy beaches; but having ſteered for 


above an hour, what they had taken for land vaniſhed at once, 


and, to their great aſtoniſhment, appeared to have been a fog | 
— Me | os 5 e bank. 
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bank. After this extraordinary diſappointment S A. D. 
ſhaped his courſe for Cape Blanco, which he diſcovered on the 1764. 


- 1th, but after two days failing was {till at a loſs for Port De- 
fire, no deſcription. being more confuſed than that which Sir 
John Narborough bad given of that harbour. On the 20th he : 
| diſcovered an iſland, Which correſponded with Narborough's 
deſcription of Penguin iſland j and in the evening ſaw a remark- 


able rock, riſing from 'the water's edge like a ſteeple, on the 


ſouth ſide of the entrance of Port Deſire. This rock is an ex- 
cellent :and-mark for the harbour, which is otherwiſe very dif- 
ficult to find. During his ſtay at this place; which was till the. 
th of December, the commodore ordered every part of it to 


be ſounded, and found that there is no danger but what may be 


ſeen at low water. He diſcovered ſeveral wells of freſh water 


at a ſmall diſtance from the beach, and found great quantities 


of guanicoes and wild fowl. Here is alſo fuch plenty of excel- 
| lent muſcles, that a boat may be loaded with them every trip 
at low water; and in ſome. parts of the coaſt there are buſhes 
which might produce a tolerable ſupply of fuel. On the whole, 
Port Deſire would be a very convenient place for. his to touch 

at, if it were not for the rapidity of the current. 


Having unmoored on the 5th December, they e in TY 


ſearch of Pepy's iſland, which is ſaid in Cowley's voyage to ly 


in 47 degrees ſouth latitude. But they ſought for it during fe- 


veral days in vain, and were at length obliged by hard weather 
to ſtecr for the Cape Virgin Mary, the north entrance of the 
Streights of Magellan. On the 20th they ran cleſe in ſhore to 5 
this cape, there being a long ſpit of ſand running, to the ſouth- 
ward, In the evening they brought up cloſe to this, ſpit of ſand, 
having ſcen many guanicoes feeding in the vallies, and a great 
| ſmoke all the afternoon. At this place the Dolphin anchored; 
- but the Tamer, not being able to fetch the anchoring, ground, ; 


kept under way all night. However, both veſſels anchored next 
morning two miles from the ſhore. This was the. coaſt of Pa- 


tagonia, which, according to very early accounts was ſaid to 
be inhabited by a race of giants; but the veracity of theſe ac- 


counts had become doubt ful, from the contradictory aſlert ions 


of many later navigators who had been on that coaſt, and had 
Lor. IV, V 


5 15 never 
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A. D. never met with any men of an extraordinary ſtature. This cir. 
1764. cumſtance naturally engaged the commodore's attention. When 


his ſhip, therefore, had come to an anchor, he ſaw exaclly 
what had happened to the crew of the Wager, as mentioned in 
the account written by Mr. Bulkeley of her voyage. A great 
number of horſemen rode backwards and forwards directly 
abreaſt of the ſhip, waving in their hands ſomething white as an 
invitation for them to come on ſhore. The commodore, being 
extremely deſirous to know what thefe people were, ordered 
out his twelve-oared boat, and went towards the beach with 
Mr. Marſhal his ſecond lieutenant, and a party of men well 
armed, Mr. Cumming his firſt lieutenant following in the ſix. 
_ cared cutter. When they came within a ſhort diſtance of the 
| ſhore, they ſaw above 500 people, ſome on foot, but the great- 
er part on horſeback, who continued waving and hallooing, 


as invitations to land. They appeared to be entirely unarmed; 


dut the commodore made figns to them to remove to a little 
diſtance, with which they immediately complied, The Engliſh 
then landed, and were drawn up on the beach, where the com- 
modore ordered them to continue, while he alone went forward 
towards the Indians, who retired as he approached. He there- 
fore again made ſignals that one of them ſhould come near, 
which one of them who appeared to be a chief immediately com- 
plied with. He was of a gigantic ſtature, and ſeemed to realize 
in part the tales of Polyphemus of old. He had the ſkin of 2 
vild beaſt thrown over his ſhoulders, and his face was painted ſo 
as to make a moſt. hideous appearance. The commodore did not 
meaſure him, but ſuppoſes his height to have been about ſeven 


feet. With this frightful Coloſſus he marched forward to join | 


the reſt, who ſtill continued at a diftance, as they had been de- 
| fired. Mr. Byron made ſigns for them to fit down, which they | 
_ readily obeyed. There were among them ſeveral women pro- 
portionably large, and few of the men ſeemed leſs than the chief 
who had firſt come forward. They received with much plea- 
| ſure the trinkets which were diſtributed among them, and be- 
haved in a moft regular and orderly manner, no one teſtifying 
he leaſt impatience or difpleafure, that his neighbour was ſerved 
before him, or that his preſent was better than his own. Wy 
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made ſigns for the commodore to go along with them, and of- A.D. 

fered him one of their horſes; but he made them underſtand 1764- 

that he muſt return to his ſhip, at which they expreſſed great 

concern. During the pantomimical conference, an old man of- 

| ten laid his head down upon the ſtones, and ſhutting his eyes for 

about half a minute, firſt pointed to his mouth, and afterwards 

to the hills, meaning probably, that if the ſtrangers could ſtay 

all night, he would bring them ſome proviſions. Theſe people 

are not only tall, but well proportioned: except the ſkins which 

they wore with the hair inwards, moſt of them were naked, a 

| few only having on their legs a kind of boot, with a ſhort 
pointed ſtick faſtened to each heel, which ſerved as a ſpur. 

When the commodore, and ſome of his people who had by 

this time come up, thought proper to leave them, not one of 

them offered to follow, but continued to remain in the ſame 

poſition in which they had been placed. They had a great 

number of dogs, with which er probably hunt the wild ani- 

mals which ſerve them for food. Their horſes were not large, 

nor as good caſe, yet they appeared to be nimble and well bro- 

The bridle was a leathern thong, with a ſmall piece of 

: _ that ſerved for a bit, and the ſaddles reſemble the pads, 

which are uſed among the country people in England. The 

women rode aſtride, and both men and women without ſtir- 

| rups; yet they galloped fearleſsly over the ſpit upon which the 

Engliſh anon; the ſtones of which were e large, looſe and ſlip⸗ 
er 

= es having . this part of the coaſt, BY being N 

in latitude 5 1 degrees ſouth, and longitude 63 degrees 22 mi- 

nutes weſt, obſerved on the 14th of January a low flat iſland, 

fall of high tufts of graſs reſembling buſhes. He continued 
his courſe along the ſhore of this iſland about ſix leagues, and 

then ſaw another iſland low and rocky. On the former he 
diſcovered one of the fineſt harbours in the world, which he 
named Port Egmont in honour of the earl, who prefided at 
the board of admiralty. The mouth of this harbour is ſouth- 
eaſt, diſtant ſeven miles from the rocky iſland, which is a good 
mark to know it by. In every part of Port Egmont, where 

he whole navy of England might ride in parked fafery, there 


* * 
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A. D. is great plenty of freſh water; and geeſe, ducks, 
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ſnipes and 


I 764. other birds are ſo numerous, that the ſhip's company grew tired 


of them. Here are wild celery and wood ſorrel in the 9 greateſt 


abundance, beſides many other refreſhments, which are in the 
higheſt degree ſalutary to thoſe who have contracted ſcorbutic 


Hiorders during a long yoyage. Nor is there any want of muſ. 
cles, clams, cockles and limpets; the ſeals and penguins are 
| innumerable, and it is impoſſible to walk on the beach without 
firſt driving them away. The coaſt, alſo, abounds with ani. 
: mals of a more dangerous kind. There are ſea lions of an 
enormous ſize; and a very fierce quadruped reſembling a wolf, 
The fangs of this creature are remarkably long and ſharp; and 
it is ſo fierce as to run againſt every animal that it ſees. Itis | 
not eaſy to gueſs how this quadruped ſhould have got to theſe 
iſlands, which ar? diſtant at leaſt one hundred leagues from the 
continent. The firſt navigator who viſited thoſe parts is ſuppo- 
| fed to be Captain Davies, the affociate of Cavendiſh, in 1592, 
In 1594, Sir Richard Hawkins ſaw land, ſuppoſed to be the 
fame, and, in honour of his miſtreſs Queen Eliſabeth, called 
them Hawkins's Maiden Land. Long afterwards they were ſeen 
; by ſome French {hips from St, Maloes; and Frezier, probably 
for that reaſon, called them the Malouins, a name which has 
ſince been adopted by the Spaniards. Commodore Byron thinks 
there is little reaſon to doubt they are the ſame called Pepy's 


Hands by Cowley ; and he took poſſeſſion of Port Egmont and 


all the neighbouring iſlands for his majeſty King George the 


Third, by the name of Falkland Ilands. 

Commodore Byron having examined thoſe parts with a de- 
oree of attention that had never been before beſtowed on them, 
made fail for Port Deſire, and on the 6th of February ſaw 
land, and ſtood in for the port. During the run from Falkland 


Iſlands to this place, the number of whales about the ſhip was 
ſo great as to render the navigation dangerous. On the 14th 
he put to ſea, in order to go through the Streights of Magel- 


lan, and to examine with attention the principal bays and har- 
bours formed by the coaſt on each fide; He entered the 


Streight the 17th of February, and quitted it the oth of April, 


having emplc 2 ſeven weeks and two days in the voyage, 
which 
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which was attended with incredible difficulties and dangers. A.D. 
Theſe, however, were to be afcribed entirely to his entering 1764. 
the Streight near the time of the equinox, when the worſt Wea» 
ther was to be expected: bur at a proper ſeaſon of the year, not 


only a ſingle veſſel but a whole {quadron might pals the Streight 


in leſs than three weeks. One great advantage of this paſſage 
above the doubling Cape Horn, is the facility with which fiſh is 


almoſt every where to be procured, with wild 75 my 
gras, berries, and many other vegetables. | 

_ Having cleared the Streight, he purſued his courſe to the welt- | 
ward, and on the gth of May, being in latitude 26 degrees 46 
minutes ſouth, longitude 94 degrees 45 minutes weſt, determi- 


ned to ſteer a north-weſt courſe until he got the trade wind, and 


then to ſtand to the weſtward till he ſhould fall in with Solo- 
mon's iſlands, if any ſuch there were, or make ſome new diſ- 
covery. On the 31ſt there was a great number of birds about 


the ſhip, which made him conclude that land was at no great 
diſtance. But none was diſcovered till the 5th of June, in la- 


| titude 14 degrees 5 minutes ſouth, longitude 144 degrees 58 > 
minutes weſt.” Then a ſmall iſland was obſerved at the diſtance | 
of ſome leagues. In a very ſhort time another iſland was diſ- 
covered to windward, much larger than the firſt. The ſhip 


ſtood for the ſmall iſland, which had a moſt beautiful appear- 
ance, being ſurrounded with a beach of the fineſt white ſand, 
and within covered with tall trees, which extended their ſhade 


to a great diſtance. It ſeemed to be about five miles in circum- 


ference, and from each end of it a ſpit runs into the ſea, upon 


which the ſurge broke with great violence. The natives ap- 


peared on the beach with ſpears in their hands, at leaſt fixteen 


ſeet long. They made large fires, probably for ſignals, as the 


lame appeared immediately after on the larger iſland. The 


commodore ſailed round this iſland, but, to the great regret and 


diſappointment of the ſhip's company, no anchoring- place could 
be found within leſs than a cable's length of the ſhore, which 


Vas ſurrounded cloſe to the beach with a ſteep coral rock. The 


{ailors, diſtreſſed with the ſcurvy, ſaw cocoa nuts in great abun- 
dance, the milk of which is perhaps the beſt antiſcorbutic 


. in n the world. 1 hey bad reaſon to believe that there were limes, 


bananas, 
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eee fig a 
, up's company grew tired 
of them. Here are wild celery and wood ſorrel in the greateſt 
abundance, beſides many other refreſhments, which are in the 
higheſt degree ſalutary to thoſe who have contracted ſcorbutic 
diſorders during a long yoyage. Nor is there any want of mul. 
cles, clams, cockles and limpets; the ſeals and penguins are 
innumerable, and it is impoſſible to walk on the beach without 
firſt driving them away. The coaſt, alfo, abounds with ani. 
mils of a more dangerous kind. There are ſea lions of an 
enormous ſize; and a very fierce quadruped reſembling a wolf, 
The fangs of this creature are remarkably long and ſharp; and 
it is ſo fierce as to run againſt every animal that it ſees. It is 
not eaſy to gueſs how this quadruped ſhould have got to theſe | 
iflands, which ar» diſtant at leaſt one hundred leagues from the 
continent. The firſt navigator who viſited thoſe parts is ſuppo- 
ſed to be Captain Davies, the affociate of Cavendiſh, in 1592. 
In 1594, Sir Richard Hawkins ſaw land, ſuppoſed to be the 
ſame, and, in honour of his miſtreſs Queen Eliſabeth, called 
3 them Hawkins's Maiden Land. Long afterwards they were ſeen 
| by ſome French {hips from St. Maloes ; ; and Frezier, probably 
for that reaſon, called them the Malouins, a name which has 
ſince been adopted by the Spaniards. Commodore Byron thinks 
there is little reaſon to doubt they are the fame called Pepy's 
Hands by Cowley; and he took poſſeſſion of Port Egmont and 
all the neighbouring iſlands for his majeſty King ee the 
Third, by the pame of Falkland Iſlandds. 
Commodore Byron having examined thoſe parts with a de- 
gree of attention that had never been before beſtowed on them, 
made ſail for Port Deſire, and on the 6th of February ſaw 
land, and ſtood in for the port. During the run from Falkland 
Illands to this place, the number of whales about the ſhip was 
ſo great as to render the navigation dangerous. On the 14th 
he put to ſea, in order to go through the Streights of Magel- 
lan, and to examine with attention the principal bays and har- | 
bours formed by the coaſt on each ſide. He entered the 
Streight the 17th of February, and quitted it the oth of April, 


having employed ſeven weeks: and two days in the voyage, 
; Which 
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which was attended with incredible difficulties and dangers. A. D. 
Theſe, however, Were to be afcribed entirely to his entering 1764. 
the Streight near the time of the equinox, when the worſt wea- 

ther was to be expected: bur at a proper ſeaſon of the year, not 

only a ſingle veſſel but a whole ſquadron might pals the Streight 

in leſs than three weeks. One great advantage of this paſſage 
above the doubling Cape Horn, i is the facility with which fiſh is 
almoſt every where to be procured, with wild celery, ſcurvy 
graſs, berries, and many other vegetables. 
Having cleared the Streight, he purſued his courſe to the weſt⸗ 
ward, and on the gth of May, being in latitude 26 degrees 46 
minutes ſouth, longitude 94 degrees 45 minutes weſt, determi- 

ned to ſteer a north-weſt courſe until he got the trade wind, and 
then to ſtand to the weſtward till he ſhould fall in with Solo- 
mor's iſlands, if any ſuch there were, or make ſome new diſ- 
covery. On the 31ſt there was a great number of birds about 

the ſhip, which made him conclude that land was at no great | 
diſtance. But none was diſcovered till the 7th of June, i in la- 
titude 14 degrees 5 minutes ſouth, longitude 144 degrees 58 
minutes weſt. Then a ſmall iſland was obſerved at the diſtance 


ol ſome leagues. In a very ſhort time another iſland was diſ- 


covered to windward, much larger than the firſt. The ſhip 
ſtood for the ſmall iſland, which had a moſt beautiful appear- 
ance, being ſurrounded with a beach of the fineſt white ſand, 
and within covered with tall trees, which extended their ſhade _ 
to a great diſtance. It ſeemed to be about five miles in circum- 
ference, and from each end of i it a ſpit runs into the ſea, upon | 
_ which the ſurge broke with great violence. The natives ap- 
peared on the beach with ſpears in their hands, at leaſt fixteen 
fect long. They made large fires, probably for ſignals, as the 
lame appeared immediately after on the larger iſland. The 
commodore failed round this iſland, but, to the great regret and 
diſappointment of the ſhip's company, no anchor ing- place could 
de found within leſs than a cable's length of the ſhore, which 
was ſurrounded cloſe to the beach with a ſteep coral rock. The 
{ailors, diſtreſſed with the ſcurvy, ſaw cocoa nuts in great abun- 
Aance, the milk of which is perhaps the beſt antiſcorbutic 
in the world. 1 ey bad reaſon to believe that there were limes, 


| bananas, 
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A. D. bananas, and other fruits which are generally found between 
1764. the tropics; and, to increaſe their mortification, they ſaw the 
ſhells of many turtles ſcattered about the ſhore. Having view. 
ed this forbidden paradiſe with ſenſations of inexpreſſible di. 
Rreſs, they wrought up to the other iſland, which was diſco. 
vered to be equally inacceſſible, They perceived ſeveral other 
low iſlands, or rather peninſulas, moſt of them being joined one 
to the other by a neck of land very narrow, and almoſt level 
with the ſurface of the water. Here the cocoa trees are eaſily 
diſcovered, being higher than any other part of the ſurface, 
A boat being ſent to ſound the lee ſide of theſe iſlands for an an- 
choring place, the Indians ran down in great numbers to the 
| ſhore, armed with long ſpears and clubs, and making uſe of 
many threatening geſtures. A gun was fired over their heads, 
which made them fly to the woods; but the boat returned 
without being able to diſcover any ſoundings cloſe in with the 
Turf, which broke very high upon the ſhore. The commodore 
thus finding it impoſſible to obtain any refreſhment here, nam- 
ed this cluſter of iſles the Iſlands of Diſappointment, and con · 
tinued his voyage to the weſtward. 
Land was again diſcovered in leſs than twenty-four boa at 
the diſtance of ſix leagues. In the morning of the 1oth of 
June, being within three miles of the ſhore, they perceived it 
to be a long low iſland, with a white beach, of a pleaſant ap- 
pearance, full of cocoa-nut and other trees. It was ſurround- 
ed with a rock of red coral, and the natives behaved in the 
ſame hoſtile manner as thoſe of the Iflands of Diſappointment, 
= No anchoring place was to be found, nor was it poſlible to eſta- 
© blith any friendly intercourſe with the Indians. When the 
2 veſſel came to the weſtermoſt point of this iſland the failors ob- 
| ſerved another about four leagues diſtant. They viſited every 
| part of its coaſt, but could find no ſoundings. The boats ha- 
| ving approached very near the ſhore, made ſigns to the natives, 
| who appeared in great numbers, that they wanted water. The 
| Indians readily underſtood them, and directed them to run 
| dovn farther along the ſhore. Some of them ſwam off to our 
| boats, carrying cocoa nuts, and water in the ſhells. The prin- 


. yipal object of the boats was to obtain ſome pearls; and the 
| | | "A, 
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men, to aſſiſt them in explaining their meaning, had taken with A. D. 
nem ſome of the pearl-oyſter ſhells, which they had found in 1764. 


eat numbers upon the coaſt, But all their endeavours to 
make themſelves underſtood by the Indians were ineffectual ; 


and, as no anchorage could be found for the ſhips, the commo- 


ore proceeded to the weſtward, having named theſe iſlands, 
which are ſituated in latitude 14 degrees 41 minutes ſouth, lon- 
gitnde 149 degrees 15 minutes weſt, King George's iſlands. 

On the day following, that is, the 13th of June, about three 


clock in the afternoon, land was again diſcovered, bearing 

8. 8. W. diſtant about fix leagues. "The eorntodbrd ſtood 

for it, and found it to be a low and very narrow ifland, lying 
caſt and weſt, with a very green and pleaſant appearance, bur 
2 dreadful ſurf breaking on every part of it. It abounds with 


inhabitants, is about twenty leagues in length, and lies in lati- 


_ tude 15 degrees ſouth, and the weſtermoſt point of it in longi- 
- tude 151 degrees 53 minutes weſt. To this place, which was 
every where inacceſſible, the ne Fave the name ol eh : 
Prince of Wales ifland, 
From the weſtern extremity of this iſland he ſteered towards 
the north-weſt, and on the y6th ſaw vaſt flocks of birds, 
which N took their flight to the ſouthward when evening 
came on. This appearance, as well as the obſervation that all 


the little iſlands, which had been diſcovered, were full of inha- 


bitants, made it probable, that there was a continent, or at 
leaſt ſome larger iſtands to the fouthward. But the ſickneſs of 
the ſhip's crew made it impoſſible for them to purſue their diſco- 


veries in that direction. On the 21ſt of June they were in lati- 
tude 12 degrees 33 minutes ſouth, longitude 167 degrees 47 mi- 


nutes weſt, and next morning diſcovered a moſt dangerous reef 
of breakers, at the diſtance of a league. Land was ſeen a little 
afterwards from the maſt-head, having the appearance of three 
iſlands, with rocks and broken ground between them. The 
| fouth-caft of theſe iſlands is about three leagues in length be- 
| tween the extreme points, from both which a reef runs out, 

upon which the ſea breaks to a tremendous height. The iſlands 


themſelves had a more fertile and beautiful appearance than any 
before diſcovered, and, like the reſt, [warmed with people, 


Whole 
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A. D. whoſe habitations were ſeen ſtanding in cluſters all along the 
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1764. coaſt, which is.unfortunately ſurrounded in ſuch a manner b 


rocks and breakers, that it cannot be approached without the 


moſt imminent danger. The commodore, therefore, named 
theſe the Iflands of Danger. They ly in latitude 10 degrees 
15 minutes ſouth, longitude 169 degrees 28 minutes weſt, 
He ſteered from thence N. W. by W. and on the 24th dif. 
covered another iſland bearing 8. 9. W. diſtant about ſeven or 
eight leagues. . It appeared, upon approaching nearer to it, to 


be low, and covered with wood, among which were cocoa- nut 


trees in great abundance. It is near thirty miles in circumſe. 
rence; a dreadful ſea breaks upon almoſt every part of the 
coaſt, where no anchorage is to be found. The commodore 


| ſent out the boats with orders to land, it poſſible, and procure 
ſome refreſhments for the fick, They brought off about 209 
_ cocoa nuts, which, to perſons afflicted with the ſcurvy, were 
an ineſtimable treaſure. They reported, that there was no ſign 
of the iſland's ever being inhabited. They found thouſands of 


Tea-fowl fitting upon their neſts, which were built in high trees; 
and theſe birds were ſo tame, that they ſuffered themſelves to be 
knocked down, without taking to flight. The commodore was 
at firſt inclined to believe that this iſland was the ſame that in 


the Neptune Frangois is called Maluita, and laid down about a 
degree to the caſtward of the great iſland of St. Eliſabeth, the 


principal of the Solomon's iſlands; but, being afterwards con- 


vinced of the contrary, he called it the Duke of York's iſland, 


He continued his courſe till the 29th, in the track of Solo- 


mon's iſlands, but found no reaſon to believe that any ſuch ex- 
iſted in the ſituation aſſigned them by the French. He diſco- 


vered, however, on the 2d of July, an iſland bearing north, 
diſtant about ſix leagues. Next morning it was found to be low 
and flat, of a delightful appearance, and fuil of wood, among 


which the cocoa-nut tree was very conſpicuous. It is extremely 


populous, and the natives, in more than ſixty canoes, put off 


from the ſhore and made towards the ſhip, which lay by to 


receive them. © After theſe Indians,” ſays the commodore, 
had gazed at us ſome time, one of them ſuddenly jumped 
« out of his proa, ſwam to the ſhip, and ran up the fide like 

1 | Catz 
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kr cat; 28 ſoon as he had ſtepped over the gunwale, he ſat A. D. 
« Jown upon it, and burſt into a violent fit of laughter, then 1764. 
« ſtarted up, and ran all over the ſhip, attempting to ſteal | 
„ whatever he could lay his hands upon, but without ſucceſs, 

« for being ſtark naked it was impoſſible for him to conceal his 

4 booty for a moment. Our ſeamen put on him a jacket and 
« trowſers, which produced great merriment, for he had all 
« the geſtures of a monkey newly dreſſed; we alſo gave him 

« bread, which he eat with a voracious appetite, and after ha- 

« ving played a thouſand antic tricks, he leaped overboard, 
40 jacket and trowſers and all, and ſwam back to his proa. 
ee After this ſeveral others ſwam to the ſhip, ran up the fide to 
the gun-room ports, and having crept in, ſnatched up what 
« eyer lay in their reach, and immediately leaped again into the 

4 ſea, and ſwam away at a great rate, though ſome of them, 
ce, having both hands full, held up their arms quite out of the 
« water to prevent their plunder from being ſpoiled. Theſe 
« people are tall, well proportioned and clean limbed; their 
exe" 6 « {kin is a bright copper colour, their features extremely good, 
be WW © and there is a mixture of intrepidity and cheerfulneſs in their 
was e countenances that is very ſtriking. They had long black 
n « hair, which ſome of them wore tied up behind in a great 
ut a bunch, others in three knots; ſome of them had long beards, | 
the « ſome only whiſkers, and ſome nothing more than a ſmall 
on? e tuft at the point of the chin. They were all of them ſtark 
and, WF * naked, except their ornaments, which conſiſted of ſhells, 
olo- | very prettily diſpoſed and ſtrung together, and were worn 
1 OX | © round their necks, wriſts, and waiſts. One of theſe men, 


iſco- who appeared to be a perſon of ſome conſequence, had a 
ort, « ſtring of human teeth about his waiſt, which was probably a 
2 low. 


« trophy of his military courage, for he would not part with 
mong te it in exchange for any thing that I could offer him. Some 
2mely bol them were unarmed; but others had one of the moſt 


ut oll « dangerous weapons I had ever ſeen; It was a kind of ſpear 
bp 2 very broad at the end, and ſtuck full of ſhark's teeth, which 
xdore, | 


are as ſharp as a lancet at the ſides, for about three feet of 
its length. We ſhowed them ſome cocoa nuts, and made 


2 
* igns that we wanted more; but inſtead of giving any inti- 
Voi IV. L | SN 0 mation 


1mped 
like a 


cat; 
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A. D. 15 mation that they could ſupply us, they endeavoured to take 
1704. « away thoſe we had.” The commodore ſent out boats to 
| found, and they reported that there was ground at the depth 
of thirty fathom within two cables length of the ſhore; but as 
the bottom was coral rock, and the ſoundings much too near 
the breakers for A ſhip to he in fatety, he was obliged to make 
fail, without procuring any refreſhments. This iſland, to which 
his officers gave the name of Byron's Iſtand, lies in latitude ; 
degree 18 minutes ſouth, longitude 173 degrees 36 minutes 
caſt. Here ended the diſcoveries made by the Dolphin. She 
afterwards fhaped her courſe for the ifle of Tinian, which, to 
her great regret and diſappointment, appeared to be no longer 
that delightful place of which the elegant author of Anſon's 
voyage has given ſo luxuriant a deſcription. From therice ſhe 
proceeded to Batavia, and having doubled the Cape of Good 
Hope, proceeded on her return to England. She came to an- 
chor in the Downs on the gth of May, 1766, having been juft 
nine weeks in coming from the Cape, and fomewlat more than 
two and twenty months upon the voyage round the world. 
We have not interrupted the courſe of Commodore Byron's | 
diſcoveries, by relating the tranſactions of the year 1765, which 
if not the ultimate cauſe, were the immediate occafion of thoſe 
diſturbances that gradually proceeded to fuch a degree of vio- 
Hence, as required the moſt vigorous exertions of the naval 
ſtrength of this kingdom. The parliament, which aſſembled 
towards the cloſe of the year 1763, voted 16,000 men to be 
employed in the fea ſervice for the year 1765, including 4287 
marines; and a ſam not exceeding 4 1. per man per month for 
their maintenance. The ſhips ſtationed in the Britiſh ſeas 
had no call to exert their activity; but thoſe on the coaſt of 
America were employed in the fame ſervice which had been 
attended with ſuch bad effects the preceding year. The trade 
of America with Great Britain had increafed, during the laſt 
years, and after the concluſion of the war, beyond the hopes 
and ſpeculations of the moſt ſanguine politicians. The Ameri- 
cans bought annually to the amount of three millions of Britiſh 
commodities. Their trade, however, was not confined to the 


mother country. It twelled out on every ſide; and having <p 


* 
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ted all its proper channels to the brim, overflowed with a rich A. D. 
abundance: In ſhort, the contraband trade kept pace with the « 764. 


regular, and was its moſt natural effect. This, doubtleſs, was 
an evil; but being connected with the cauſe of our proſperity, 
it was an evil that ought to have been treated with the greateſt 
delicacy and addreſs. Unfortunately for the intereſts of the 

Britiſh empire on þoth ſides of the Atlantic, a gentleman now 
 pretided in the treaſury, who had beheld with peculiar jeaionſy 
the increaſe of this contraband trade. Mr Grenville, when 
firſt lord of the admiralty, and not ſtrictly called upon in his 
official line, had preſented a very ſtrong memorial to the ords 
of the treaſury, heavily complaining of the growth of the illi- 
cit trade in America. We have already hinted at the bad con- 
ſequences ariſing from the attempt to put an entire ſtop to the 
commerce between the Britiſh and Spaniſh colonies. "Theſe, 


were ſeen and acknowledged even by adminiſtration. A aW 


was made therefore, the 5th of April 1764, which rendered 
legal, in ſome reſpects, the intercourſe between the different 
_ eſabliſhments in the new world. But the ſame law loaded 
| this commerce with very heavy impoſitions, and ordered the 


| money ariſing from theſe to be paid in ſpecie into the Britiſh 5 


exchequer. While it was thought expedient to fit out armed 
cutters, under the command of ſea officers, to prevent ſmug- 
gling in the Britiſh ſeas, the naval commanders on the coaſts of | 
America were em ployed in rendering effectual the late commer- | 
_ cial regulations, 'Theſe gentlemen could not be ſuppoſed to be- 
come acquainted with all the forms which this buſineſs required. 
They were unacquainted with the caſes in which thips were li- 
able to penalties; nor did they better underſtand thoſe caſes in 
v bich they were even exempted from detention. Hurried on 
by the natural violence of their diſpoſitions, and acting with 
chat irregular vivacity and contempt of formal rules, which they 
bad exerted with ſuch advantage and glory in defence of their 
country againſt the common enemy, they ruined the intereſts 
of trade, while they diſappointed the expectations of the tre- 
ſury. The commerce between Britiſh ſubjects was the firſt that 
ſuffered, notwithſtanding that vaſt number and intricacy of 
ad clearances, cockets, regiſters, Ec. which had been e- 
oe a . ſtabliſhcd 
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A.D ſtabliſhed to protect i it, The trade carried on between the Bri. 
1764- tiſh and Spaniſh colonjes, which was ſo extremely advantageous 
to the former, was nearly annihilated. The new-made cuſtom. 
| houſe officers ſcized,  indiſcriminately, all veſſels carrying on that 
trade, whether belonging to fellow-ſubjects or foreigners, which 
the ordinary cuſtomhoule-officers, ſtationed on them, had al. 
ways permitted to paſs unnoticed. Beſides the general traffic 
between the Engliſh, French, and Spaniſh Americans, there 
was a particular and moſt advantageous trade carried on be- 
tween North America and the French Weſt-Indies. It conſiſt. 
ed chiefly i in an exchange of ſuch commodities as muſt other. | 
wiſe have remained a drug, if not an incumbrance, on the hands 
of the poſſeſſors. The balance was paid in ſpecie, to North 
America, which, together with the balance of the Spaniſh 
trade, enabled them to make their remittances to Great Britain, 
This intercourſe between North America and the French Welt- 
India iflands, was confidered as ſo neceſſary to the former, that 
it was permitted to be maintained during the firſt years of the 
war; directly, by means of flags of truce; 3 indirectly, through | 
the Dutch and Daniſh iſlands; and, at *%npgth, through the 
Spaniſh port of Monti Chriſti in the iſland of Hiſpaniola, | 
When the Engliih, towards the concluſion of the war, had ob- 
tained the moſt diſtinguiſhed advantages, and i in a manner laid 
ſiege to all the French Weſt-India iſlands, government deter- 
mined to put a ſtop to this intercourſe, not ſo much in the light | 
of a contraband trade, as in that of a treaſonable: practice, 
without which it would be impoſſible for theſe valuable iſlands | 
to hold out againſt our attempts to reduce them. When the 
War concluded, the arguments of treaſon ceaſed, and this inter- 
courle : again returned to its former flouriſhing « condition. But, 
upon the eſtabliſhment of the new revenue laws, it ſunk inde 
the ſame blow which deſtroyed the general commercial inter- 
courſe of the new world. 5 eg. 
Before the eſtabliſhing of theſe laws Ne any eaſes 
able effect i in Great Britain, it was attended with very fatal con. 
ſequences to the ſituation and circumſtances, as well as to the 
temper and diſpoſition of the coloniſts. Immediately on a ſtop 


being put ro their trade, they came to a reſolution not to buy 
any 


5 
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any clothing they could poſlibly live without, that was not of A. D. 


a their own manufacturing. Not having the uſual returns to 1764. 
n= make to Great Britain for the woollen goods which they uſually 
at purchaſed from her, they adopted a plan of retrenchment dic- 

ch tated by neceſſity, and gave up all hopes of being clothed in the 

al. fnery of their mother country. The reſolution taken with re- 

fic gerd to this article was rendered general by a vote of the houſe 

ere of commons, which followed the law impoſing new duties upon 

be- their foreign trade: * That towards farther defraying the 
oh. « neceſſary expences of protecting the colonies, it may be pro- 

5 « per to charge certain ſtamp- duties upon them.” When this 

ands determination of the Britiſh legiſlature was known in America, 

orth the inhabitants entered into aſſociations, not only to abide by . 
miſh their former reſolution taken in conſequence of the interruption 
tain, of their trade by the naval cuſtom-houſe officers, but to encou. 
Veſt- rage as much as poſſible all kinds of manufacture within them- 
that ſelves. Theſe meaſures were deſpiſed by the miniſtry, who con- 
f the | cluded that becauſe the wool of the colonies is not ſo good as 
rough |} that of Great Britain, it would be impoſſible for them not to 

h the depend upon her for that article; and becauſe the other com- 
miola. modities which they purchaſed from this country were ſuch as 
ad ob- it would be extremely inconvenient for them to want, they muſt 

er laid be ſoon diſguſted with an agreement, entered into in a moment 
deter- of reſentment, which muſt be more diſtreſſing to themſelves 

e light chan injurious to the mother country. But the firm perſeve- 
ractice, rance of the colonies in adhering to the principles of their aſſo- 
iſlands ciation, proved the weakneſs of this reaſoning. They were 
hen the ready to ſubmit to every other hardſhip rather than yield to 

is inter- what they deemed an infringement of their liberties. 

1. But, In conſequence of this general diſpoſition of perſons of all ranks 

k under in theſe colonies, great evils began to be felt, and ſtill greater 

al inter. to be apprehended. A temporary interruption of commercial 

| intercourſe between England and America Immediately took placg 
conſider- which could not fail to be extremely prejudicial to the former, 

atal con- The numerous body employed in preparing, buying, or tranſ- 

as to the porting goods to the American market, were deprived of em- 
on a ſtop ployment. While individuals were reduced to beggary, the 


ot to buy 


revenue luffered in proportion by the want of the export and 


import 


A. D. import duties. Yet neither theſe evils, nor the fear of totally 
I 705, alienating America from the intereſts of Great Br itain, deterred 
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the miniſtry from paſling that law, the bare ſuſpicion of which 
bad occaſioned ſuch diſguſt, The ſtamp-act made its way 
through both houſes, and received the royal aſſent by com- 
miſſion, the 22d of March, 1765, CEE 
The news of this unfortunate event firſt reached the pro- 
vince of New-England, which of all the Engliſh colonies has 
ever had the ſtrongeſt bent towards republican licentiouſneſz. 
Tze ſullen obſtinacy and hatred which already poſſeſſed them, 
were converted, by this freſh inſtance of what their leaders 
taught them to deem little better than tyranny, into the moſt 
violent fury, which every where broke out into action. The ſhips 
in the harbour hoiſted their colours half-maſt high, in token of 
the deepeſt mourning ; the bells rang muffled; the populace 
treated the act with the moſt licentious contempt ; many of the 
better ſort gradually mixed in theſe tumults, and the aſſemblies 
not only of New England, but of all the conſiderable provin- 
- ces, which had by this time caught rhe flame, inſtead of barely 
cConniving at the people's aſſerting their independence by tumul- 
tuous acts, proceeded to avow it themſelves in the moſt expreſ- 
tive terms, grounding it on the ſame arguments which their 
friends on this fide the water had already uſed to prove it. The 
| Hiſtory of what follows is that of the diſgrace of Great Britain, | 
The miniſtry, whether unwilling or unable to ſupport by force 
of arms the law which they had thought proper to enact, reſigned | 
their places. Their ſucceſſors yielded to the ſtorm, inſtead of | 
_ reſiſting it, while reſiſtance could yet be effectual. They ob- 
| tained a momentary popularity by repealing the ſtamp- act, which 
had been ſo offenſive to the colonies, and ſo hurtful to a conſi- 
derable part of the trading intereſt of Great Britain. But the 
factious, turbulent ſpirit which had taken poſſeſſion of the for- 
mer, was far from being mollified by the lenient conceſſions in 
their fayour, and the great conſideration ſhewn to their circum · 
ſtances by their leg ſlature. The miniſtry, whoſe debility or 
moderation had tended to confirm them in their diſregard to the 
atithority of parliament, did not long continue in office. But 
the effects of their adminiſtration were permanent. The colo- 
niſts ware no longer ſatisfied in committing private 3 | 
AE ENDS rage; 
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age; they did not content themſtlves with ſhowing diſreſped A. 8 
to their governors and other ſervants of the crown; but open- 1705. 

Iy ſet at defiance the power of the whole legiſlative body. Even | 
the aſſembly of New York, a province where the ideas of legal be 
ſubordination had been long and firmly eſtabliſhed, voted in 
direct oppoſition to an act of laſt ſeflion for providing the troops 
with neceſſaries in their quarters, and paffed an act of afſemvly 
by which theſe provinces were regulated in a mode totally in- 
conſiſtent with that preſcribed by parliament. e 
Adminiſtration combated this rebellious uſurpation of power 
by another act of the legiſlature, incapacitating the afſembly of 
New York for all legal functions, till they had in every reſpect 
complied with the Britiſh regulations reſpecting the troops. At 
the ſame time they oppoſed the licentious ſpirit of the other 
provinces by new revenue laws, which, as no vigorous means 
vere uſed to enforce them, were as nugatory as the former. 
The Rockingham adminiſtration repealed the ſtamp- act, but 1766. 
aſſerted the right of taxation; their fucceſſors (the Duke t 
Grafton was now at the head of the treaſury) exerciſed this 
right, by laying duties on the importation of glaſs, paper, and 1767. 
fowe other commodities, into the colonies; The officers a- 
pointed to colleCt this revenue were every where treated like 
criminals; and the authority of Great Britain was totally diſ- 
regarded, Beſides the tumultuous riots which happened in 
particular parts, the general temper and conduct of the whole 
people became every day more licentious. That republican ſpi- 
rit, which is as inconfiſtent with the genuine principles of the 
Britiſh conſtitution as it is agreeable to the wild doctrines and 
levelling principles in which the inhabitants of Boſton had been 
nurſed, began firſt openly to diſplay itfelf in that capital. Ha- 
ving adopted reſolutions of a nature the moſt violent and facti- 
ous, the aſſembly there ſent a circular letter, ſigned - by the 


lpeaker, the 11th of February, 1768, to all the other aſſem- 1768. 
blies of North America. In this they expatiated largely on tile 
- Nitural rights of men and the tyranny of the Britiſh legiſlature, 
and they ſummoned the colonies to unite in one common cauſe _ 
for maintaining their privileges inviolate. This letter was anſwer- 
| 6d by many of the provinces ina ſimilar tone; and the flame of : 

- rebellion 
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A. D. rebellion began to ſ pread over the whole North American cons 
1768. tinent. 


One vigorous meafure gave it a conſiderable check in the 


place where it had firſt broke out. Two regiments were order. | 
ed from Ireland to ſupport the authority of parliament over the 


inhabitants of Boſton, and ſeveral detachments from different 
parts of the continent rendezvouſed at Halifax for the ſame 
purpoſe. Upon the firſt rumour of theſe movements, the Boſ. 


tonians were as much alarmed as if they had been on the point 
of ſuffering all the horrors of invaſion from a cruel foreign 
enemy. The aſſembly, or convention, which on many occaſions | 
had treated not only their governor, but even the parliament of 
Great Britain with the moſt indecent aſperity of expreſſion, 
drew up a memorial in terms of great moderation, diſclaiming 
all pretence to any authority whatever, and adviſing and recom- 
mending it to the people to pay the greateſt deference to g- | 
vernment, and to wait with patience the reſult of his majeſty 
wiſdom and clemency for a redreſs of their grievances, If | 


the moſt unhappy infatuation had not prevailed over the coun- 


cils of Great Britain, the ſudden change produced by this ap- 
pearance of vigour, might have opened the eyes of adminiſtrz 
tion, and taught them that coercive meaſures alone couid reduce | 
the Americans to a ſenſe of their duty. But inſtead of puſhing 
the advantage which they had obtained, in order to deſtroy the 
very ſeeds of rebellion, the firſt deceitful appearance of trans 


quillity made them relax their ſeverity z the Americans had 


time to recollect themſelves and to recover from their panic; 
and the important moment was again loſt of eſtabliſhing, with- | 
out great effuſion of blood, the ſovereignty of parliament over | 


the whole Britiſh empire. 


While ſo little attention was beſtowed on preſerving the do- | 
' minions of which we were already in poſſeſſion, continual ef- 


forts were made for extending the limits of our territories by 


freſh diſcoveries. In Auguſt, 1966, the” Dolphin in which 
Commodore Byron had circumnavigated the world, was again | 
ſent out under the command of Captain Wallis, with the Sa- 
low, commanded by Captain Carteret. They proceeded toge- 


ther to the weſt end of the Streights of Menze, and . | 
ted | 


2 


20e- | 


ted 


ich 
ain | 
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| ted in the great ſouthern ocean. Captain Wallis directed his * D. 


courſe more weſterly than any navigator before him had done 1768. | 


in ſo high a latitude z but he met with no land till he came 
within the tropic, where he diſcovered the iflands Whitſun- 
day, Queen Charlotte, Egmont, Duke of Glouceſter, Duke of 


Cumberland, Maitea, Otaheite, Eimeo, Tapanamou, Howe, N 
Scilly, Boſcawen, Keppel, and Wallis, and returned to Eng- 


land in May 1768. Captain Carteret kept a different route, in 
which he diſcovered the iſlands Oſnaburgh, Glouceſter, Queen 


Charlotte, Carteret, Gower, and the Streight between New 


Britain and New Ireland, and returned in March 1769. 


Captain Wallis, having cleared the Streights of Magellan the 
12th of April, 1767, proceeded weſtward, but did not fall in 
| with any undiſcovered land till the 6th of June. A few days 
before, the ſailors had obſerved ſeveral gannets, which, withthe 
| uncertainty of the weather, inclined them to believe that land 
| was not far diſtant. This belief was confirmed by their ſeeing 


a great many birds on the th; and the day after, being! in la- 
titude 19 degrees ſouth, and longitude 137 weſt, they ſaw 
plainly from the deck a low ifland, at about five or fix leagues 
diſtance, When they were within a few miles of this iſland 


they ſaw another, bearing north-weſt by weſt. The captain 
ſent his boats manned and armed to the ſhore of the former, 
which returned in a few hours, bringing with them ſeveral 
| cocoa nuts and a conſiderable quantity of ſcurvy graſs. The 


crews reported, that they had ſeen none of the inhabitants, but 


had viſited ſeveral huts, or rather ſheds, conſiſting only of a 
roof, neatly thatched with cocoa-nut and palm leaves, ſupport- 
ed upon poſts, and open all around. They had found no an- 


chorage, and the ſurf was ſo high that it was with difficulty 


they had got on ſhore, the whole iſland being ſurrounded with 
areef of rocks, which rendered it extremely difficult of acceſs. 
The captain, therefore, finding it anſwered no purpoſe to con- 


eve, he called Whitſun-iſtand, ſtood away for the other, diſtant 


tinue longer at this iſland, which, being diſcovered on Whitſun- 


about four leagues. When the ſhip came under the lee of 


the latter, the boats were immediately diſpatched, but could 


| 2nd no ſoundings till within half a cable 8 length of the ſhore. 
e e * . They 
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A. D. They landed, however, and found the iſland ſandy and level 
1768. full of trees, but without underwood, and abounding with "ith 


vy graſs, and wells of excellent water. As the boats approach. 


ed the ſhore, the Indians thronged down towards the beach, 
and put themſelves upon their defence with long pikes, as if to 


diſpute the landing. The boats crew then lay upon their oars, 
and made ſigns of friendſhip, ſhewing at the ſame time ſeveral 


| firings of beads, ribbands, knives, and other trinkets. The 
Indians ftill made ſigns for them to depart, but at the ſame 


-: Shan eyed the trinkets with ſuch a wiſhful curioſity, as left room 


to expect that it might be poſfible to eftabliſh an intercourſe, 


This, however, was not effected, but the boats landed, and 
the ſhip was ſupplied with water and other neceſſary refreſh- 
ments. Captain Wallis took poſſcfiion of the iſland in the 
name of George the Third, and named it Charlotte's iſland in 
| honour of her majeſty. It is about fix miles long, and one 
broad, and lies in latitude 19 degrees 18 minutes ſouth, longi- 
| tude 138 degrees 4 minutes weſt. The fame day that they left 
this place they diſcovered another iſland, bearing eaft by north, | 
diſtant fifteen miles. Here the fea breaks over a reef of rock, | 
running from eaſt to weſt, and forms itſelf into a lagoon in the 
middle of the ifland, which is low, covered with trees, but 


without any huts or inhabitants. The Indians belonging to 


| Charlotte iſland had fled thither in their canoes when the Eng- 


liſh landed on their coaſt; and ſeeing their enemies, as they 
xmagined, purſuing them to this place, they left their women 


and children on the beach, and advanced with pikes and fire- 
brands, making a great noiſe, and dancing in a ſtrange manner, 


The foil of this iſland was ſandy, there is no verdure under the 


trees, the ſhore every where rocky, and no anchorage. The 


captain therefore left a place where there was no proſpect of 
obtaining any refreſhment, having firſt named it Egmont ifland 
in honour of the firſt lord of the admiralty. It lies in latitude 


19 degrees 20 minutes ſouth, longitude 138 degrees 30 minutes 
weſt. oy i Ep Of | 


On the 11th of June, about mid-day, they faw an iſland, 


5 bearing weſt ſouth-weſt, and ſtood for it. At four in the af 


ternoon they were within a quarter of a mile of the ſhore, of 
„„ N caoula 
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could find no ſoundings, the iſland being ſurrounded by rocks, A. D. 
on which the ſea breaks very high. As to appearance, foil, and 1768. 


inhabitants, it differed little from the iſlands which they had 


| juſt let. The captain named it Glouceſter iſland, in honour 


of his royal highneſs the duke of that name. It lies in latitude 


19 degrees 11 minutes ſouth, longitude 140 degrees 4 minutes 


weſt. 


' iſlands, the firſt of which he named after the duke of Cumber- 


hand and the ſecond after Prince William Henry. Theſe, how= 
ever, had nothing to recommend them above thoſe already men- 


tioned; ſo that he continued to proceed weſtward, in hopes of 


finding higher land, where the ſhip might come to an anchor, 
and ſuch refreſhments as they ſtood in need of be procured. - 


On the 17th he diſcovered high land, with frequent fires, which 
proved it to be inhabited. This alſo was arr ifland, nearly eir- 


cular, above two miles in diameter. There was no anchorage 
do be found, but the inhabitants appeared more numerous than 

| the ſmallneſs of the place could ſupport, which gave hopes that 
there were lands of greater extent not far diſtant, which might _ 
be leſs difficult of acceſs. The captain having named this iſland, 
which lies in latitude 17 degrees 51 minutes ſouth, longitude 
147 degrees 30 minutes weſt, Ofnaburgh, in honour of Prince 
Frederick, bore away to the ſouth-weſt; and the ſame day dif- 


covered very high land in the weſt-ſouth-weſt. This was the 
famous iſland of O-Taheite, which Captain Wallis named King 


George the Third's ifland. It conſiſts of two principal divi- 
ſions, which are united by a narrow neck of land. The cir- . 
cumference of both is about forty leagues, lying in latitude 17 
degrees 46 minutes ſouth, and longitude 149 degrees: 13 minutes 


weſt. The Dolphin happened to approach this coaſt the 18th 
of June, during a thick fog; and the crew were much ſurpriſed, 
when it cleared away, to find themſelves in the middle of ſome 
hundreds of canoes. The Indians, who affembled to the num- 
ber of many thouſands, behaved at firſt in a friendly manner; 
one of them holding up a branch of the plantain tree as a token 


of peace. But afterwards, having ſurrounded the ſhip with a 
number of canoes loaded with ſtones, they began, on a ſignal 
. VVVVVVCVV given, 


"WF 


In ſailing weſtward the captain diſcovered los wilted Kweli 
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A. D. given, to throw them with great violence, which obliged the 
1768. captain to order ſome guns to be fired, The terror of the fire. 


arms ſoon made them deſiſt from hoſtilities; and an intercourſe 
was eſtabliſhed by which the Engliſh procured hogs, fowls, 
bread, fruit, apples, bananas, and cocoa nuts, in exchange for 


nails, hatchets, and various trinkets, which the Indians held in 


great value. The Dolphin lay off this iſland from the 24th of 


June to the 2 7th of July; during which the Engliſh examined 
the interior parts as well as the coaſt, which they found to be 


luxuriantly fertile and extremely populous. The inhabitants are 


well lodged, and clothcd with a ſtuff made of the macerated 


fibres of a ſhrub which grows in great abundance in their coun- 
try. - They are of the ordinary European fize, a tawny com- 


plexion, the men well made, and the women handſome. Cap- 


| tain Wallis could not diſcover what were their religious ſenti- 


ments, or whether they entertained any ideas of ſuperior and 


| Inviſible powers. Bat, having become ſomewhat acquainted 


with them, he found them not only juſt in their dealings, but 
generous and humane, and ſo extremely ſuſceptible of attach- 


ment, that ſeveral of them, eſpecially the queen of the iſland, 
were exceedingly : e when their vilitants were > obliged to 
OT: : 


After leaving this iſland, which has been examined with n more 


attention in later voyages, the captain ſtecred his courſe for Ti- 


nian. In his way thither he fell in with ſeveral ſmall iſlands, 


none of which afforded good anchorage. | The principal of 
them is Boſcawen's iſland, lying in latitude 15 degrees 50 mi- 
nutes ſouth, longitude 175 degrees weſt; Keppeb's iſle, in lati- 


tude 15 degrees 55 minutes ſouth, longitude 175 degrees 3 mi- 
nutes weſt; and Wallis“ s iſle, in latitude 13 degrees 18 minutes 
ſouth, longitude 177 degrees weſt. The boats, in examining 
the laſt, found that in two or three places there is anchorage in 


eighteen, fourteen, and twelve fathom, upon ſand and coral, 
without a reef of rocks which ſurrounded the iſland. There is 


alſo a breach in this rezf, about fixty fathom broad; and a ſhip, 
it preſſed with. neceſſity, might anchor here in eight fathom, 


Put it is not ſafe to moor with a greater length than half a ca- 
die. The plans of all theſe iſlands were delivered by the cap | 


tin 
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tain on his return into the hands of the admiralty, with their A. D. 
jongitudes and latitudes fo accurately laid down, that ſucceed- 1708. 
ing navigators had no difficulty in finding them. 
Captain Cateret, as we have already mentioned, 00 
from his companion after paſſing the Streights of Magellan, and 
| ſteered a courſe conſiderably nearer to the equator. On the 
26th of July, 1767, being in latitude 10 degrees ſouth, longi- 
tude 167 degrees weſt, he was in hopes of falling in with ſome 
of the iſlands called Solomon's Iſlands, this being the latitude 
in which the ſouthernmoſt of them is laid down, What increaſed 
this expectation was the ſeeing a number of ſea birds, which 
often hovered about the ſhip; but the captain was not ſo fortu- 
nate as to meet with any land; and as he failed over the ſouth- 
ern limits of that part of the ocean in which Solomon's Iſlands 
are ſaid to ly, and Commodore Byron, in the voyage formerly 
deſcribed, had traverſed the northern without finding them, 
there is reaſon to conclude, that, if there be any ſuch iſlands, 
their ſituation in all our charts is erroneouſly laid down. 
Captain Cateret continued his voyage, nearly in the ſame pa- 
rallel, towards the weſt; but did not diſcover land till the 12th 
of Auguſt, when he fell 1 in with a cluſter of lands, of which 
he counted ſeven. Having | ancored at about three cables 
length from the ſhore, he ſoon obſerved ſome of the natives, 
who were black, with woolly heads, and ſtark naked. A boat 
was deſpatched in ſearch of a watering place, at which the na- 
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Y tives diſappeared z and the boat returned with an account that 

1 there was a fine run of freſh water abreaſt of the ſhip, and cloſe 

- | to the beach, but that the whole country in that part being al- 

moſt an impenctrable foreſt, the watering would be very dan- 

$ gerous if the natives ſhould deans to prevent it; that there 

g were no eſculent vegetables for the refreſhment of the ſick, nor 

n any habitations as far as the country had been examined, which 

I, was wild, foreſty and mountainous. The captain therefore 

Is tried ſome other places, where the ſailors ſaw hogs, poultry, - mM 
Dy cocoa-nut trees, plantains, bananas, and a great variety of other 118 
n, regetable productions, as they ſailed along the ſhore. Unfor- 5 
as | 


tunately, however, an unhappy diſpute aroſe between the boats it 
Crew and tlie- natives, who defended themſelves bravely with JI 


bous f 
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A. D. bows and arrows, which they fired in regular platoons. Tui, 
1768. prevented all friendly intercourſe; and the ſhip's company Si 


ſo much weakened by diſeaſe, that they could not hope to ob. 


_ tain what they wanted by force. The captain gave the general 


name of Queen Charlotte Iſlands to the whole cluſter, and aſ. 
figned particular names to the moſt remarkable. That which 


he called Howe's lies in latitude 11 degrees 10 minutes ſouth, 


longitude 164 degrees 43 minutes eaſt, Egmont land lies in 


latitude 10 degrees 40 minutes ſouth, longitnde 164 degrees 


49 minutes eaſt. The eaſt ſide of theſe two iſlands, which ly 
exactly in a line with each other, including the paſiage between 
them of four miles, extend about eleven leagues ; both of them 


appear to be fertile, and afford a very agreeable proſpect, being 
covered with tall trees of a beautiful verdure. Lord Howe's 
 Hland, though more flat and even than the other, is notwith- 
ſtanding high land. At the diſtance of about thirteen leagues 
from the north-eaſt point of Egmont Iſland is another of a 


ſtupendous height, and a conical figure, the top of which is 


ſhaped like a funnel, emitting ſmoke, though no flame. 


This he called Volcano Ifland. To a low flat land, which, 


when Howe and Egmont Iflands were right a-head, bore 
north-weſt, he gave the name of Keppels. Iſland. It lies in 
latitude 10 degrees 15 minutes ſouth, longitude 165 degrees | 
4 minutes eaſt, 'The'largeſt of two others to the ſouth-eaſt he 


called Lord Edgecumb's Ifland, the ſmall one Perry's Iſland; 


the other iſlands, of which there are ſeveral, he did not parti 
cularly name. | 8 | 


As all hopes of obtaining refreſhment in thoſe parts were at 
an end, and the ſhip was not in a condition of purſuing her 


voyage to the ſouthward, the captain gave orders to ſteer north, | 
hoping to refreſh at the country which Dampier has named 


Nova Britannia, Accordingly he failed from Egmont Iſland 


| the 1th of Auguſt, with a freſh trade wind; and on the 20th 


difcovered a flat low land, in latitude 7 degrees 56 minutes 


ſouth, longitude 158 degrees 56 minutes eaſt, which he called 
 Cower's Iſland. Here, to the great mortification of all on 
board, no anchorage could be found, but ſome cocoa guts were | 
| purchaſed from the natives, who approached the ſhip in _ | 
fn . „„ canoes. 
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was exceedingly dark, and by day-break a current had ſet the 
ſhip conſiderably to the ſouthward of the iſland, and in fight 
of two others, ſituated nearly eaſt and weſt of each other. 
That to the eaſt is much the ſmalleſt, and was named Simpſon's 


the Engliſh ſeized their canoe, in which they tound an hundred 


no ſoundings at the ſmall iſlands which the fell in with, and 


about ten leagues, in the direction of ſouth by eaſt. TD 
On the 26th of Auguſt they ſaw another large iſland to the 
northward, which was ſuppoſed to be St. John's iſland, diſco- 
vered by Schouten, and ſoon after they ſaw high land to the 
veſtward, which proved to be Nova Britannia. The next day 


which has been diſtinguiſhed by Dampier by the name of Sc. 
fever; 


5 J miles diſtance, to which they gave the name of Engliſh 
| NID Here they found wood and water in great plenty, alſo 


Ind. The other is lofty, has a ſtately appearance, lies in la- 
titude 8 degrees 20 minutes ſouth, longitude 159 degrees 1 4 mi- 
nates eaſt, and its length from eaſt to weſt is above fix leagues. 

It was named by the officers Cateret's Ifland, in honour of their 
commander. A boat was ſent on ſhore, which the natives en- 
deavoured to cut off, and hoſtilities having thus commenced, 


cocoa nuts. The canoe was large enougli to carry eight Or ten 
men, neatly built, adorned with ſhell-work and figures rudely 
painted. 'The people were armed with bows and arrows, and 
ſpears pointed with flints. By ſome ſigns which they made, it 
appeared that they were not wholly unacquainted with the uſe 
of fire-arms, Like the inhabitants of the neighbouring iflands 
they were quite naked, and equally dextrous at ſ wimming and 
managing their canoes. In the following days the ſhip found 


which the captain ſuppoſes to be thoſe called Ohang Java, diſ- 
covered by Taſman. They are nine in number, and to the 
north ly two others which are mentioned by no preceding na- 
vigator, and which the captain named Sir Charles Hardy and 
Winchelſea Iflands. The former lies in latitude 40 degrees 350 
minutes ſouth, longitude 154 degrees eaſt; the latter is diſtant 


b north-weſterly current ſent them into a deep bay or gulf, 


George's bay. From this place they ſailed to a little cove at 


rock 


2 


— 


/ 


9 
emoes. They were in every reſpect the ſame ſort of people A. D. 
that had been met with in the neighbouring places. The night! 768. 
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rock oyſters and cockles of a very large ſize. Higher on the 
ſhore they procured cocoa nuts, and the upper part of the tree 
that bears them, which i is called the cabbage. This cabbage is 


a white, criſp, juicy ſubſtance, which, uſed raw, taſtes ſome. 
what like a cheſnut, but, when boiled, is ſuperior to the beſt 


parſnip. For each of theſe cabbages they were obliged to cut 


down a tree, by which means they deſtroyed, in the parent 


ſock, a great deal of cocoas, which are the moſt powerful 
antiſcorbutic in the world. The ſhip's company, who were ex- 
| tremely afflicted with the difirder, recovered faſt, and had an 
opportunity of examining the neighbourhood, where the coun- 


try is high and mountainous, but covered with trees of various 
kinds, ſome of which are of an enormous growth, and proba- 


bably would be uſeful for many purpoſes. Among others they 


found the nutmeg tree in great plenty, though the nuts were 
not then ripe, and appeared not to be of the beſt kind, owing 


perhaps to their growing wild, and being e e by 
taller trees. The different kinds of palm, with the beetle nut 


tree, various ſpecies of the aloe, canes, bamboos, and rattans, 


grow with wild luxuriance. The woods abound with pigeons, | 
doves, rooks, parrots, and a large bird with black plumage, 


that makes a noiſe. ſomewhat like the barking of a dog. The 


people ſent out to examine the country fell in with ſeveral ha- 


bitations of the natives, which appeared by the ſhells that were 


cattered about them, and the fires half conſumed, to have been 


but very lately deſerted. From the meanneſs of theſe hovels, 


it appeared that the inhabitants ſtood low even in the ſcale of | 
{lavage life. 


Engliſh Core lies a 15 miles Sn Wallis Iſland, which is di- 


| ſtant about three leagues from Cape St. George, the latitude of 


which is 5 degrees ſouth, and its longitude 152 degrees 19 mi- 


nutes eaſt, about two thouſand five hundred leagues due welt 


from the continent of America. The captain weighed anchor | 
the 7th of September, having taken poſſeſſion. of this country, W 


with all its iſlands, bays, ports and harbours, for his majeſty 


King George the Third. This was performed by nailing upon | 


high tree a piece of board, faced with lead, on which was en. 


| grayed the Engliſh union flag, with the name of the ſhip and 


x her 


% 
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her commander, the name of the cove, and the time of her A. D. 
coming in and failing out of it. A boat had been ſent out ſe- 1708. 


veral times to examine the harbours of the coaſt, and from one 
of theſe expeditions returned with a load of cocoa nuts, which 
ſhe procured in a fine ſmall harbour about four leagues weſt- 
north-weſt from Engliſh Cove. Of this harbour the captain 
received ſo agreeable accounts that he thought proper to viſit it, 
and found that it was formed by two iſlands and the main. 


The largeſt, which is to the north-weſt, he called Cocoa-nut. 


Ind, and the ſmaller, which is to the ſouth-eaſt, he called 
Leigh's Ifland. His officers named the harbour in honour of 


their captain; it is by far the beſt ſtation they had fallen in with 
during their long run from the dtreights of Magellan. The ; 
captain would have continued here a ſufficient time to give his 
people all the refreſhments they wanted, if the lives of all on 
board, in their preſent unhealthy condition, the quantity of 
| ſhips proviſions, and the ſhattered ſtate of the veſſel, had not 


depended upon their getting to Batavia while the monſoon 


continued to blow from the eaſtward, i REL 
lle weighed anchor the gth, but was again driven by winds 


and currents into St. George's bay, which, contrary to what 


had been ſuppoſed, he found inſtead of a bay to be a channel 
between two iſlands. This channel he found to be divided by 
a pretty large ifland, which he named in honour of the duke of 
York, and ſeveral ſmall ones lying ſcattered around it. The 
land of the Duke of York's Iſland lies level, and has a delight- 


ful appearance z the centre is covered with lofty woods, and 


near the ſhore are the houſes of the natives, extremely nume- 
rous, built among groves of cocoa-nut trees, the whole forming 
2a proſpect the moſt beautiful and romantic that can be imagined. 
The largeſt of the two. iſlands that are divided by the channel 


or {treight, which is about eight leagues broad, the captain left 
in policfſon of its ancient name of New Britain. It lies on the 


fouth fide, and there is upon it ſome high land, and three re- 
markable hills cloſe to each other, which he called the Mother 
and Daughters, To the northern iſland he gave the name of 


New Ireland, and to the ſtreight that of St. George's Channel. 
Continuing to ſteer along the coaſt of New Ireland, he diſco- 


vered 
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vered a large iſland, with a pleaſant appearance, very populous, 
which he named in honour of the Earl of Sandwich. n. 
in latitude 2 degrees 53 minutes ſouth, longitude 149 degrees 
17 minutes eaſt, All the time the ſhip lay off this iſland there 


was an inceſſant noiſe like the beating of a drum-; and ten ca- 


noes put off from New Ireland, with about an hundred and 


| fifty men on board. The people are black and woolly headed, 


dut have not the flat noſes and thick lips of the Africans. None 


of them would come on board, but conveyed ſuch trifles as they 


exchanged for the nails and iron offered thera by the Engliſh, 


upon the end of a long ſtick. The canoes were long, narrow, | 
and neatly made : one of them could not be lefs than ninety 
feet; formed, however, of a fingle tree, rowed by three and 
rhirty men, and without any appearance of ſails, "Theſe ne— 


groes, though ſtark naked, except a few ornaments of ſhells 


upon their arms and legs, had their heads and beards abun- 
dantly covered with white powder. # „ 
The weſtern extremity of New Ireland the captain named 


Cape Byron. It lies in latitude 2 degrees 30 minutes ſouth, 


longitude 149 degrees 2 minutes eaſt. Over againſt the coaſt of 
New Ireland, to the weſtward of Cape Byron, lies a fine large 


iſland, covered with trees, to which he gave the name of New 


Hanover. To the weſtward of New Hanover he diſcovered, at 


the diſtance of eight leagues, ſeven ſmall iſlands, which were 


named the Duke of Portland's Iſlands; the middle of which 


lies in latitude 2 degrees 29 minutes ſouth, longitude 148 degrees 
27 minutes eaſt. The ſhip was now clear of the ſtreight, whole 


length from Cape St. George to Cape Bryon is above eighty. 


leagues. The neceſſity which puſhed Captain Carteret on this 
diſcovery may be very advantageous to future navigators, as dt, 


_ George's Channel is a much better and ſhorter paſſage than 


round all the land and iſlands to the northward; and refreſl- 
ments of various kinds may be procured from the natives inha- 
biting the oppoſite coaſts of the channel, or the iſlands that lie 
near them, for beads, ribbands, looking-glafſes, and eſpecially 


iron tools and cutlery ware, of which they are immoderately | 


| fond Gy 


The | 
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many others lying to the ſouthward. From theſe many canoes, 
crowded with Indians, paddled to the ſhip: they made various 


of the people on deck, than they threw their lances at them 
ing ſmall ſhot, with which one of them was killed, and the ca- 


nocs rowed off with great expedition. In failing along, many 


the reſt precipitately leaped into the ſea, which afforded an op- 
portunity of ſeizing the canoe, which was full fifty feet long 


the other iſlands, which are between twenty and thirty in num- 
make a large kingdom. The captain, not having had an obſer- 


rents, could not exactly aſcertain their ſituation, but he judged 
the middle of the largeſt to lie in latitude 2 degrees 18 minutes 


and provided with proper articles for the Indian trade, he would 


appearance is very inviting, being clothed with a beautiful ver- 


5 n 5 | | | | Wn 
tae ſuperiority of our fire arms would ſoon perſuade the natives 


en both ſides, as the Indians might be ſupplied with many arti- 


ſigns, which were repeated, to ſhow that whatever they meant 
he ſame was meant to them. In order to invite them on board; 
the ſhips company held up whatever trifles they thought would : 
gire them pleaſure, but they had no ſooner come within reach 


with great force. It was neceſſary to repreſs their fury by fir- 


other canoes appeared, and behaved in the ſame hoſtile manner. 
From one, in which a man was killed by the ſhot of a muſket, 


though one of the ſmalleſt that had come out, and filed with 
fiſh, turtle, yams, and cocoa nuts. The thip being diſengaged 
from this fierce and unfriendly people, purſued her courſe along 


ber, and of conſiderable extent; one in particular would alone 

| vation of the ſun for ſeveral days, and there being ſtrong cur- 
ſouth, longitude 146 degrees 44 minutes eaſt, at the diſtance of 
five and thirty leagues from New Hanover. He called them 
Almiralty Iflands, and, if his ſhip had been in better condition, 
have examined them with particular attention, eſpecially as their 
dure, the woods lofty and luxuriant, interſperſed with ſpots 
cleared for plantation, groves of cocoa-nut trees, and houſes 
of the natives, who ſeem to be very numerous. With theſe 


lands it would be eaſy to eſtabliſh a commercial intercourſe, as 


that all conteſt is vain; and the traffic would be advantageous | 
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ne captain proceeded weſtward the 15th of September, and A. D. 
the ſame day diſcovered an iſland of conſiderable extent, with 1768. 


CE 


N. \ * 
\ [ 
ot i 

il 

1 11 
14 
i” 1 
. 19 

1 
104 
x y 

4} F Y 
11 * 
10 .V 
1 
£4 { 
140 | 
” 
\ 
$15. 
£ '8 
' l 
N. 
1 15 \s 
; 11 
. 1 

N 

1 4. 
. n 
1 
19 1 

1: 
. 1 

4 IF! 1 
. ' 

61% 
1 I 
eig 
. 4 7 
1 
N 119. 
1 . 

1 

| 1 
A j + 
' * 

10 
| in 
[ 

4 x "= 

1 

4 
: 3 

1 

N 1 

U 

0 15 1 

* r * 
1 j 0 

4 [4 * 

|. 

: 'Þ [ 
14 
in 

ode 
18 1 
* : 
1% 
4 

i Y 

. „ } 

1 1h [ 
1 1 
x 1 
A \ 
; 
! 
* , P 1 
! 
j 
1 
| 
f 

; * 

} 
1 
£1 
k 

| 
[3 
1 

Tt 

x 2 
EF 
5 

* 

2 
4 55 


if 

4 

| * 
1 

39 

10 

15 
on! i 
14 
1 

f 

*% 


284 


NAVAL HISTORY 


A. B. TE which they are greatly in want of, and the Engliſh might 


1768. in all probability be ſupplied with the valuable ſpiceries produ- 


ed two ſmall iſlands, both low land, level and green. 
eſt the captain called Durour's land. 


ced in the Moluccas ; for the Admiralty Iflands lie in the {me 
degree of latitude, and the nutmeg tree was found on the coaſt 


of New Ireland, a ſoil comparatively barren and rocky, 


Having paſled thele iſlands the ſhip continued her courſe weſt 
by north with a fine eaſtern breeze, and on the Tyth diſcover. 


The near- 
Its latitude is about de- 
gree 14 minutes ſouth, its longitude 143 degrees 21 minutes 


eaſt. At no great diſtance is the other, which was called Mat- 


ty's Iſland, and two others, ſtill ſmaller, lying to the ſouth- 
Veſt, were called Stephen's Iſlands. 


All theſe have a beautiful 
green appearance, are covered with trees, and repleniſhed with 


inhabitants. On the 25th of September the ſhip fell in again 
with land, which proved to be three iſlands, the largeſt lying 


fifty miles north of the line, and in longitude. 137 degrees 51 
minutes eaſt. Several canoes ſoon came off, filled with the na- 
tives, who, after making ſigns of peace, came on board with- 
out the leaſt appearance of fear or diſtruſt. 
cocoa nuts with great pleaſure for ſmall pieces of iron. They 


They ſold their 


are of the Indian copper colour, their features pleaſing, their 
teeth remarkably white andeven, of the commonſtature, nimble, 
vigorous and active in a ſurpriſing degree. They are not, like 


dhe other people on all the iſlands that had been viſited, quite 
naked, though they had only a light covering for the waiſt, 
which conſiſted of a narrow piece of fine matting. They of- 
fered to leave a certain number of their people as pledges, if 
the ſailors would go on ſhore, to which they ſtrongly urged 


them; and one of them would by no means leave the ſhip when 


ſhe purſued her courſe; the captain carried him to Celebes, 


where, being taken ill at ſea, he unfortunately died. The ifl- | 
ands from which he had been taken were remarkably ſmall and 
low, the largeſt being no more than five miles in compaſs. 'The 


captain gave them the name of Freewill Illands, from the fo- } 


ciable and benevolent diſpoſition of the natives. 
'Fhe remaining route of Captain Carteret to the coaſt of Min- 


danao, and. from thence to the iſland of Celebes, bad been 


Th. ET explorce 


WE Kine GEORGE II. 285 


explored by Dampier and other navigators. But the captain has A. D. 
rectified ſeveral miſtakes which his predeceſſors had fallen into, 1768. 5 
particularly in the account of the Streight of Macaſſar. He 
made the entrance of this ſtreight the 14th of November, and 
anchored before the town of Macaſſar the 15th of December. 
In the neighbourhood of this place he obtained permiſſion, after 
much altercation and many threats uſed with the Dutch gover- 
nor, to continue 2 conſiderable time, until the crew were a 
little recovered from their languor and debility, and the ſhip put 
in a condition to undertake her voyage to Batavia. This voyage 
being ſucceſsfully performed, the captain doubled the Cape of 
Good Hope, and had a pleaſant paſſage to the iſland of 
St. Helena. He left this place the 24th of January, 1769, to 
proſecute his voyage to England; and after a month's naviga- 
tion diſcovered a ſhip to leeward, in the ſouth-weſt quarter, 
which hoiſted French colours. When this ſhip was near 
enough to hail the Swallow, Captain Carteret was ſurpriſed to 
hear the Frenchman mention his own name as well as that of 
his ſhip, inquiring after his health, and telling him, that, after 
the return of the Dolphin to Europe, it was believed he had 
ſuffered ſhipwreck in the Streights of Magellan, and that two 
ſhips had been ſent out in queſt of him. The captain aſked in 
| his turn who it was that was ſo well acquainted with all theſe 
particulars, and how this knowledge had been acquired. The 
Frenchman anſwered, that the ſhip was in the ſervice of their 
Eaſt-India company, commanded by Mr. Bougainville, return- 
ing from the iſle of France, who had got an account of the 
voyage of the Dolphin and Swallow from the French gazette at 
the Cape of Good Hope. An offer was then made of ſupply- 
ing the Swallow with refreſhments, which was a mere verbal 
dirility, as the ſhip had immediately ſailed from the ſame places 
at which Mr. Bougainville himſelf had been ſupplied; and it 
was alked if Captain Carteret had any letters to ſend to France. 
As be happened to have ſeveral, which he had received from 
French gentlemen at the Cape, this furniſhed an occaſion to 
Mr. Bougainville to ſend his boat on board, which was preciſe- 
ly what he defired. A young officer, dreſſed in a waiſtcoat and 
royſers, but whoſe rank Captain Carteret ſoon found to be 
| . „„ ſuperior 
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A-D. e to his appearance, came down to the cabin; and bein 
1768. aſked ſeveral queſtions by Captain Carteret, to which he ren; - 
with great readineſs and ingenuity, contrived to ann " 
quiries concerning the Streights of Magellan, the hard; * 
which the Swallow had ſuffered in her voyage, and other bo 
pics equally intereſting. Theſe queſtions the captain endeavour. 
ed to elude as long as it was poſlible; but the queries of the 
young Frenchman becoming too particular and troubleſome, 
having defired to know on what fide the equator the Swallow 
had croſſed the ſouth ſeas, the captain roſe up abruptly with 
ſome marks cf diſpleaſure. His viſitor was going to make an 
apology, to prevent which Captain Carteret deſired him to pre. 
ſent his compliments to Mr. Bougainville, and, in return for 
his obliging civilities, preſent him with one of the arrows with 
which the Indians had wounded ſome of the Englith. „ 
When the captain came on deck he was aſked by his lieute-. 
nant whether the Frenchman had entertained him with an 
account of his voyage. This led him to explain the general 
purport of their converſation, upon which the lieutenant obſer- 
ved, that the boat's crew had not kept their ſecret as well as 
their officer, but given ſufficient intimation, that they had been 
round the world, mentioning the different places they had 
touched at, and many particulars of their voyage. This diſin- 
genuous artiſice of Mr. Bougainville, to draw Captain Carteret 
into a breach of his obligation to ſecrecy, was unworthy of that 
ſpirit of enterprize which led him to undertake ſo dangerous a 
navigation, which he has related with ſo much elegance. 
According to his own account, he ſailed from France in No- 
vember 1766, in the frigate La Boudeuſe; and, having ſpent 
ſome time on the coaſt of Brazil and at Falkland iſlands, got 
into the ſouthern ocean, by the Streights of Magellan, in Janu- 
ary 1768, In this ocean he diſcovered the four Facardines, the 
1 Ille of Lanciers, Harpe Iſland, Thrumb-Cap, and Bow Iſland. 
| About twenty leagues farther to the weſt he diſcovered four 
other iſlands, and afterwards fell in with Otaheite, Iles of 
Navigators, and Forlorn Hope, which to him were new diſcove- 
3 ries. He then paſſed through between the Hebrides; diſcovered 
che Shoal of Diana, the land of Cape Deliverance; — 
e | iflands | 


requitite obſervations on the tranſit. 
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lands to the north ; paſſed the coaſt of New Ireland ; touched A. D. 
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at Batavia, and arrived in France in March 1769, about the 1768. 


{ame time that Captain Carteret arrived in England. 

The admiralty did not wait for his arrival to fit out another 
expedition, which was attended with circumſtances peculiarly 
intereſting. The brilliant diſcoveries of Captain Wallis, who 


returned to England in May 1768, inſpired the moſt ſanguine | 
hopes of completing the great purpoſe for which all theſe 


voyages had been undertaken. Many fouthern lands were alrea- 
dy ditcovered, which heightened the probability of finding at 
length the great Terra Auſtralis incognita, which had been ſo 
long ſought for in vain, Among the countries which Wallis 


had diſcovered and explored was the ifland of Otaheite, the 


ſituation of which appeared extremely proper for anſwering a 


particular purpoſe, which the admiralty had in their view in the 


preſent expedition, beſides the general deſign of diſcovering 


unknown lands. The year 1769 was rendered remarkable by 
the tranſit of the planet Venus over the diſk of the ſun; a 


phænomenon of the greateſt importance to the ſciences of 


aſtronomy, geography, and' navigation, and which every where 
engaged the attention of the learned in thoſe branches of know- 
ledge. In the beginning of the year 1768 the Royal Society 


preſented a memorial to his majeſty, ſetting forth the advantages 
to be derived from accurate obſervations of this tranſit in differ- 
ent parts of the world, particularly from a ſet of ſuch obſerva- 


tions made in a ſouthern latitude, between the 14oth and 180th 


degrees of iongitude, weſt from the Royal Obſervatory at Green- 


wich; but that the ſociety were in no condition to defray the 
expence neceſſary for equipping veſſels to convey the obſervers 
do their deſtined ſtations, In conſequence of this memorial the 


admlralty were directed by his majeſty to provide proper veſſels 


tor the purpoſe. Accordingly the Endeavour bark, which had 


been built for the coal trade, was purchaſed and fitted out for 
the fouthern voyage, and the command of her entruſted to 


Lizutenant (now Captain) Cook, himſelf a diſtinguiſhed mem- 
der of the Royal Society, and appointed by his aſſociates, in con- 


junction with Mr. Charles Green the aſtronomer, to make the 


Captain | 
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A. D. Captain Cook failed from Deptford the 3oth of July; 17 


1225 with inſtructions to proceed directly to Otaheite, and, 


land, to continue his voyage to the weſt, between the latitu 


SI ny 
aſtronomical obſervations ſhould be completed, to proſecute the 


deſign of making diſcoveries in the Pacific ocean, by proceeding 
ſouthward to the latitude of 40 degrees, and, if he did not lind 


des 
of 40 degrees and 35 degrees ſouth, till he fell in with New Zea. 


land, which he was directed to explore, and thence to return 


to England by ſuch route as he ſhould judge moſt convenient. 
In executing theſe inſtructions, Mr. Cook endeavoured to 


make a direct courſe to Otaheite, and in part ſucceeded; but 
when he came within the tropic he fell in with ſeveral an, 
Which had not been before diſcovered. He remained three 
months at Otaheite, and then viſited many neighbouring iſlands, 
till then unknown. On the 6th of October, 1769, he fell in 
with the eaſt ſide of New Zealand, and continued OY 


the coaſt of this country till the 31ſt of March, 1770. 
then proceeded to New Holland, and ſurveyed its eaſtern 5 


which had not been before viſited; and, paſſing between its 


northern extremity and New Guinea, afterwards touched at the 
iſland of Savu, Batavia, the Cape of Good Hope, and St. He- 


lena, and arrived in England on the 12th of July, 1771. 


Beſides the aſtronomical purpoſes which were anſwered by 
this voyage, and the important diſcoveries of new lands, made 
in the courſe of the longeſt navigation hitherto undertaken, the 


expedition of Captain Cook was diſtinguiſhed by another cir- 


cumſtance particularly intereſting to the lovers of philoſophy. 
The expedition was adorned by the preſence of Mr. Banks, a 


man of letters as well as of fortune, who was accompanied by 
Dr. Solander, an accompliſhed diſciple of Linnæus. Both theſe 
_ gentlemen were remarkable for an extenſive and accurate know- 


edge of natural hiſtory; and, being otherwiſe men of liberal 


education and principles, they were led to make various obſer- 
_ vations, not only on the natural curioſities and productions, but 


on the manners, policy, religion, and language of the ſeveral | 


countries which they vilited. Seldom have men of ſuch talents 
poſſeſſed that ſpirit of daring enterprize which prompts to the 
_ diſcovery and examination of unknown lands. Seldom have 


2 | dif and 
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diſtant countries been viſited and deſcribed by philoſophers for A. D. 
avarice and ambition, and not the thirſt of knowledge, have ge- 1769. 


nerally excited to ſuch undertakings men of a bold and hardy, 
but of a narrow and illiberal ſpirit. The ingenious obſervations 
made during the courle of the preſent voyage tend to fill up the 


picture of which former navigators had only ſketched the out- 


lines. © 


ries, was moſt unworthy of the deſign in which they were en- 
aged. That ignorant ſuperſtitious people could form no idea 


of the object of their voyage. The purpoſe of making philo- 
ſophical diſcoveries they treated with the utmoſt contempt, and 
watched the perſons of the Engliſh travellers with all the jea- 
lous ſeverity of fear and ignorance. Mr. Cook continued his 
voyage to the Streights of Le Maire, which ſeparate Staten 
Hand from Terra del Fuego. He arrived at the entrance of 
| the Streights the 14th of January, which is near the middle of 

ſummer in thoſe parts. As the weather was calm Mr. Banks 
| was deſirous of examining the coaſt of the main land, and aſ- 
cending a mountain which appeared at a little diſtance in ſearch 
of plants. This was effected; but fo exceſſive is the cold in 
the ſouthern hemiſphere, that, at a degree of latitude which in 
the ſummer months is temperate in Europe, all thoſe who un- 
dertook this expedition were in danger of being frozen to death; 


and ſeveral of Mr. Banks's attendants actually periſhed, 


la this miſerable climate the inhabitants appeared to be the 
moſt deſtitute and forlorn of all human beings. They have no 
dwolling but a wretched hovel of ſticks and graſs, which not 
only admits the wind, but the ſnow and the rain. They are 
deſtitute of every convenience that is furniſhed by the rudeſt art, 


having no implement even to dreſs their food. They have: no 
mer clothing than the ſkin of the guanicoe or ſeal, which is 


ö : | | . 5 
wrown over their ſhoulders, drawn over their feet, and worn 


round the waiſts of the women as a ſuccedaneum for a fig-leat. 
8 H. £ +69 ; | EY » fs . 1 . 90 | 
Nel-fith ſeems to be their only food, which being in no great 


al. * 3 . a . : 
Pientj in any particular place, obliges them to wander perpetu- 


Y9L, IV. 8 | | O 0 5 ally 


The reception which Captain Cook and his companions met 
with from the Portugueſe at Rio de Janeiro, where he put in the 
Izth of November in order to purchaſe proviſions and neceſſa- 
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A. D. Captain Cook failed from Deptford the 3oth of July, 1769, 


1708. with inſtructions to proceed directly to Otaheite, and, 
aſtronomical obſervations ſhould be completed, to proſecute the 


land, to continue his voyage to the weſt, between the latitu 
of 40 degrees and 35 degrees ſouth, till he fell in with New Zea. 


after the 


deſign of making diſcoveries in the Pacific ocean, by proceedin 
ſouthward to the latitude of 40 degrees, and, if he did not lind 


des 


land, which he was directed to explore, and thence to return 


to England by ſuch route as he ſhould judge moſt convenient. 

5 In executing theſe inſtructions, Mr. Cook endeavoured to 
make a direct courſe to Otaheite, and in part ſucceeded ; but 
when he came within the tropic he fell in with ſeveral Hands, 


which had not been before diſcovered. He remained three 


months at Otaheite, and then viſited many neighbouring iſlands, 


till then unknown. On the 6th of October, 1769, he fell in 


with the eaſt fide of New Zealand, and continued exploring 


the coaſt of this country till the 31ſt of March, 1770. He 


then proceeded to New Holland, and ſurveyed its eaſtern coaſts, 
which had not been before viſited; and, paſſing between its 
northern extremity and New Guinea, afterwards touched at the 
iſland of Savu, Batavia, the Cape of Good Hope, and St. He- 


lena, and arrived in England on the 12th of July, 1771. 
| Beſides the aſtronomical purpoſes which were anſwered by 
this voyage, and the important diſcoveries of new lands, made 


in the courſe of the longeſt navigation hitherto undertaken, the 
expedition of Captain Cook was diſtinguiſhed by another cir- |} 


cumſtance particularly intereſting to the lovers of philoſophy. 


The expedition was adorned by the preſence of Mr. Banks, a 
man of letters as well as of fortune, who was accompanied by 
Dr. Solander, an accompliſhed diſciple of Linnæus. Both theſe 


gentlemen were remarkable for an extenſive and accurate know- 


| ledge of natural hiſtory; and, being otherwiſe men of liberal 
education and principles, they were led to make various obſer- 

vat ions, not only on the natural curioſities and productions, but 
on the manners, policy, religion, and language of the ſeveral 
countries which they viſited. Seldom have men of ſuch talents 


poſſeſſed that ſpirit of daring enterprize which prompts to the | 
7 / * . . F 2 '8 } 
diſcovery and examination of unknown lands. 8 = | 
RT | | : | Ittand {© 
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Qiſtant countries been viſited and deſcribed by philoſophers ; for A. D. 
varice and ambition, and not the thirſt of knowledge, have ge- 1769. 
nerally excited to ſuch undertakings men of a bold and hardy, 
but of a narrow and illiberal ſpirit. The ingenious obſervations 
made during the courſe of the preſent voyage tend to fill up the 
picture of which former navigators had only ſKetched 18 out- 
lines. | | 
The reception which Captain Cook and his companions met _ 
' with from the Portugueſe at Rio de Janeiro, where he put in the 
13th of November in order to purchaſe proviſions and necefſa- 
ries, was moſt unworthy of the deſign in which they were en- 
gaged. That ignorant ſuperſtitious people could form no idea 
of the object of their voyage. The purpoſe of making philo- 
ſobp ical diſcoveries they treated with the utmoſt contempt, and 
watched the perſons of the Engliſh travellers with all the jea- 
lous ſeverity of fear and ignorance. Mr. Cook continued his 


U 
5 voyage to the Streights of Le Maire, which ſeparate Staten 
p Iſland from Terra del Fuego. He arrived at the entrance of 
5 the Streights the 14th of January, which is near the middle of 
e ſummer in thoſe parts. As the weather was calm Mr. Banks 
. was deſirous of examining the coaſt of the main land, and aſ- 
cending a mountain which appeared at a little diſtance in ſearch 
y of plants. This was effected; but ſo exceſſive is the cold in 
le the ſouthern hemiſ] phere, that, at a degree of latitude which in 
* the ſummer months is temperate in Europe, all thoſe who un- 
2 vertook this expedition were in danger of being frozen to death; 
5 and ſcveral of Mr. Banks's attendants actually periſhed, 
a WH ln this miſerable climate the inhabitants appeared to be the 
by dort deſtitute and forlorn of all human beings. They have no 
eſe |} _ dwelling but a wretched hovel of ſticks and graſs, which not 
w- | only admits the wind, but the ſnow and the rain. They are 
ral dellitute of every convenience that is furniſhed by the rudeſt art, 
Wy having no implement even to dreſs their food. They have no 
but other clothing than the ſkin of the guanicoe or ſeal, which is 
eral turown over their ſhoulders, drawn over their feet, and worn 
nts | round the waiſts of the women as a ſaccedaneum for a fig-leat. 
the | | Mell-fith ſeems to be their only food, which being in no great . 
mJ emu in any particular place, obliges them to wander perpetu- 
tand 1 Vol, IV. 5 | 0 * ally 
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A. D. ally in ſmall hordes over thoſe dreary and inhoſpitable regions 
1769. which appear ſo ill fitted to be the habitations of men, Fer 


theſe ſavage tribes are, perhaps, only miſerable in the imaging. 


tions of thoſe who ſurvey them, aud who, placing themſelves 


in their ſituation, conceive what exquiſite ſufferings they would 
feel if reduced to the ſame manner of life. The wandering in. 


| habitants of Terra del Fuego are contented with their lot. 


Though deprived of whatever is comfortable, they are ſtudious 
to adorn. their perſons. Their faces are painted in various 


forms; the region of the eye generally white, and the reſt of 


the face diverſified with ſtreaks of red and black. 
The captain fell in with the iſland of Terra del Fuego about 


twenty leagues to the weſtward of the Streight of Le Maire, 
The Streight itſelf is about five leagues long and as many broad; 
and has a bay in the middle of it, which affords good anchor. 

age, as well as excellent wood and water. 'The doubling of 


Cape Horn has been ſo much dreaded, that, in the general opi- 
nion, it is more eligible to paſs through the Streights of Magel- 


lan; but Captain Cook's experience ſeems to prove the contra- 
ry; for he was no more than thirty-three days in coming round 


the land of Terra del Fuego, from the eaſt entrance of the 


Streight of Le Maire; whereas Captain Wallis employed above 


three months in getting through the Streights of Magellan in 


the ſame ſeaſon of the year. 


Captain Cook, continuing his voyage in a north-weſterly di- 
rection, obſerved the latitude, on the 24th of March, 1769, to 


be 22 degrees 11 minutes ſouth, and longitude 127 degrees 55 | 
minutes weſt. Some of the people, who were upon the watch | 
in the night, reported that they ſaw a log of wood paſs by the 
| ſhip, and that the ſea, which was rather rough, became ſudden- 


ly as ſmooth as a mill-pool. However, they fell in with no 


land till the th of April, when an iſland of an oval form ap- 
| peared at the diſtance of a few leagues. They approached i 
on the north ſide within a mile, but found no bottom with 139 


fathom of line. The whole is covered with trees, eſpecially palms 


and cocoa-nut trees; among the groves of which the natives 
were ſeen walking in great numbers. The captain named thi 


Lagoon Ifland. It is ſituated in latitude 18 degrees 47 —_ 
e Eo fouth, 
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touth, and longitude 139 degrees 28 minutes weſt. In purſuing A. D. | | 
his voyage weſtward he fell in with ſeveral other inconſider- 1769. 9 
able iſlands at no great diſtance from the former. Theſe were 
Turumb-Csp, The Groups, Bird land, and Maitea, to which 
Captain Wallis had given the name of Oſnaburgh. 
On the 11th of April land was ſeen a-head, which was 
known by its ſituation to be Otaheite, the fame which is deſcri- 
bed in the voyage of Captain Wallis, to which he gave the 
name of King George the Third's Iſland. When the ſhip came 
near to the ſhore, it was immediately ſurrounded by the natives 
in their canoes, who offered cocoa nuts, fruit reſembling apples, 
bread fruit, and ſome ſmall fiſhes, in exchange for beads and 
other trifles. Soon after arrived other canoes, in which were 
ſome of thoſe Indians who had maintained a good deal of in- 
tercourſe with the crew of Captain Wallis's ſhip, and wha were 
immediately known to Mr. Gore, the ſecond licutenant, who 
had gone round the world with that captain. One of theſe an- 
tient acquaintance came on board, and as ſoon as the ſhip was 
properly ſecured, went on ſhore with the captain and the other | 
gentlemen. They were all received with many marks of friend- 
ſhip by the hoſpitable Indians, and a treaty was ratified between 
them by exchanging the green branches of a tree, which was 
the ſymbol of peace among many ancient and powerful nations. 
The ſhip continued on the coaſt of Otaheite three months, tra- 
ding with the natives, and examining the iſland. The ordinary 
rate of traffic was a ſpike nail for a ſmall pig, and a ſmaller nail 
for a fowl; a hatchet for a hog; and twenty cocoa nuts, or bread 
fruit, for a middling ſized nail. Looking-glaſſes, knives, and 
beads, are excellent articles of commerce, and for theſe every 
thing may be obtained which the natives can beſtow. During 
the whole time that the Engliſh continued here, they lived in 
the moſt friendly intercourſe with the Indians; and conſidered 
the iſland not as before in a curſory manner, but with a critical 
attention. J Tod: 3 
Though Otaheite lies within the tropic of Capricorn, it is one 
ot the moſt healthy and delightful ſpots in the world. The 
heat is not troubleſome, and the air is ſo pure that freſh meat 
will keep very well for two days, and fiſh one day. The winds 
- „„ generally 
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A. D. generally blow from the diviſions between eaſt and ſouth; the 
1769. tide riſes but little, and being governed by the winds is extreme. 
ly uncertain. The coaſt is of a bold elevation, riſes like an 
amphitheatre, and the mountains every where covered with 
wood, preſent to the view the moſt captivating proſpect. Che 
ſtones all over this iſland appear to have been burnt ; and there 
are other marks of violent concuſſions and ſubterraneous fires, 
by which the face of nature has been altered in this and the 
neighbouring iſles. The exterior ranges of hills are ſomecimes 
barren, and contain a great quantity of yellowiſh clay, mixed 
with iron ore; but this excepted, there are no other indications 
of metals, or valuable minerals of any kind. 5 
The ſoil of Otaheite is a rich black mold, producing ſponta- 
neouſly a great variety of the moſt excellent fruits; ſugar canes, 
which the inhabitants eat raw; ginger, turmeric, and a great 
number of other excellent roots, which are unknown in other 
climates. The trees are the greateſt curioſity of Otaheite. The 
: Chineſe paper-mulberry tree is that of which the natives make 
their cloth. The trunk of the bread-fruit tree, which furniſhes 
nouriſhment to the whole iſland, is fix feet in the girth, and 
about twenty feet to the branches. There js a ſpecies of the 
fig, the branches of which bending down, take freſh root in 
the earth, and thus form a congeries of trunks, united by a 
common vegetation, which have the appearance of one ſtock of 
aſtoniſhing magnitude. Another tree, covered with a dark- 
green foliage, bears golden apples, which reſemble the anana 
or pine- apple in juicineſs and flavour. The moſt beautiful tree 
in the world received the name of Barringtonia; the natives call 
it Huddoo; it had a great abundance of flowers, larger than 
lilies, and perfectly white, excepting the tips of their numerous 
chives, which were of a bright crimſon. The fruit, which is a 
large nut, has the property of various plants of tropical cli- 
mates, of intoxicating fiſh, fo that they come to the ſurface of 
the watcr, and ſuffer themſelves to be taken by hand. There 
is a great variety of excellent fiſh, which, as they form the 
principal object of luxury, the catching of them is the main 
occupation of the natives. There are no venomous reptiles or 
troubleſome inſects, but ants and moſquitos. Beſides WY 
„ | exact 
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exattly like thoſe of Europe, there are wild ducks ; beautiful A. D. 
green turtle doves; large pigeons of a deep blue plumage; par- 1769. 
roquets valued for their red falkers, and often ſeen tame in the 

houſes of the natives. There are uo quadrupeds in the iſland, 

but hogs, dogs, and rats; all which are extremely numerous. 

The pertons of the inhabitants being examined with particu- 

lar attention, there was no occaſion to alter the idea which cap- 

ain Wallis had given of them. Captain Cook rather ſeems to 
heighren the panegyric; and Mr. Bougainville affirms, that were 

a painter to delineate an Hercules or a Mars, it would be im- 


o 


— > 


poſſible 10 diſcover more advantageous models. The women of - 
the lower ranks are of a ſmaller ſtature than the reſt, which is 
attributed to their early and promiſcuous intercourſe with men; 
for the better fort, who do not gratify their paſſions in the ſame 
unbridled manner, are above the middle ſtature of the Europeans. 
The men of conſequence in the iſland wear the nails of their 
| fingers long, which they conſider as a very honourable diſtinc- 
tion, ſince only ſuch people as have no occaſion to work can 
ſuffer them to grow to that length. The women always cut 
their hair ſhort round their heads. Both men and women have 
the hinder part of their thighs and loins marked with black lines 
in various directions, by ſtriking the teeth of an inſtrument 
ſomewhat like a comb through the ſkin, and rubbing into the 
punctures a kind of paſte made of ſoot and oil, which leaves an 
indelible ſtain. This cuſtom, which is called tattowing, is com- 
mon to all perſons beyond the age of twelve years; and the 
legs of people of ſuperior rank and authority are checquered 
vith the ſame decorations. Both ſexes are not only decently 
but gracefully clothed with the ſtuff above-mentioned. The 
dreſs of the better ſort of women conſiſts of ſeveral pieces; one 
is wrapped round the waiſt, ſo as to hang down in the form of 
a petticoat, and being of a thin pliable texture, diſplays an ele- 
gant figure to the greateſt advantage. © The women of Ota» 
* heite,” ſays Mr. de Bougainville, © have features as agree- 
* awe as thoſe of the Europeans; and are unrivalled in the 
« ſymmetry and beautiful proportion of their limbs. The men 
who tive much on the water are of a redder complexion than 
8 x tnole who chicfly refide on ſhore. Some have their hair 
es bo "ts ha; 
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A. D. © brown, red or flaxen, in which they are exceptions to all the 
1769. « natives of Aſia, Africa, and America, who have their hair 
cc univerſally black.” . 
Their houſes are nothing more than a roof, ſcarcely four 
feet from the ground, raiſed on three rows of Pillars, one row 
on each ſide, and one in the middle. The covering conſiſts of 
palm leaves, the pillars of wood, and the floor is ſtrowed with 
hay or covered with mats, "Theſe ſimple habitations contain ng 
other furniture except a few blocks of wood, which ſerve then 
as pillows, and their ordinary apparel is made uſe of inſtead of 
| blankets and ſheets. The ſize of the houſe is proportioned to 
the number which conſtitutes the family, and is ſeldom occupied | 
except during the hours of repoſe. In theſe dormitories it is 
the eſtabliſhed rule for the maſter and miſtreſs to fleep in the 
middle, round them the married people, in the next circle the 
unmarried women, and the ſervants at the extremity of the 
ſhed, or in fair weather in the open air, 
hey are quite unacquainted with the method of boiling 
water, as they have no veilels among them that will bear the 
heat of the fire. Their meat is always broiled or roaſted. They 
uſe ſhells for carving, but eat with their fingers. Some attempt- 
ed the uſe of the knife and fork, in imitation of the Engliſh, 
but we are told by Mr. Hawkeſworth, that they could not guide 
| theſe implements; by the mere force of habit, the hand came 
always to the mouth, while the food at the end of the fork 
went to the ear. Their general drink is water, or the milk of 
the cocoa nut. They have a plant called ava ava, of an intoxi- 
cating quality, which the men make uſe of ſparingly ; the wo- 
men never; and they teſtified averſion for the ſtrong liquors 
| which were offered them. They eat alone, or at leaſt only in 
company with a gueſt that happens to come in; and the men 
and women never ſit down together to a meal. Perſons of rank | 
are conſtantly fed by their inferiors, frequently their women, 
and this cuſtom is ſo ſtrongly confirmed, that a chief who | 
dined on board the Endeavour would have returned without hs 
meat, if one of the ſervants had not fed him. The origin of 
theſe ſingular cuſtoms has not been explained. The idea of | 
cleanlineſs to which theſe people are ſo ſtrongly attached, 296 
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they perform their ablutions ſeveral times every day, may per- A. D. 
haps account for the great men's requiring to be fed. But that 1769. 
a people remarkably fond of ſociety, and particularly that of 
their women, ſhould exclude its pleaſures from the table, where 
among all other nations, whether civil or ſavage, they have 
been principally enjoyed, is truly inexplicable. Captain Cook | 
imagined this ſtrange ſingularity among the inhabitants of Ota- 
heite muſt have ariſen from ſome ſuperſtitious opinion; but 
they conſtantly affirmed the contrary, They ate alone, they 
ſaid, becauſe it was right; but why it was right to eat alone 
they never attempted to explain. „„ 

Theſe iſlanders, who ly on the ground, and inhabit huts ex- 
poſed to all the inclemencies of the weather, are remarkably 
healthy and vigorous, and generally attain to old age, without 
feeling the inconveniencies of this melancholy period of life. 

Mr. de Bougainville deſcribes an old man, whom they ſaw on 
their landing, who had no other character of old age, than 
that remarkable one which is imprinted on a fine figure. His 
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e head was adorned with white hair, and a long white beard; 
I] all his body was nervous and fleſhy; he had neither wrinkles, 
. nor ſhowed any other token of decrepitude. This venerable 
b, | man ſeemed diſpleaſed at the arrival of theſe ſtrangers, retired 
de without making any return to the courteſies which they paid 
ne him, and inſtead of taking part in the raptures which the mul- 

tk titude exprefled, his thoughtful and ſufpicious air ſeemed to in- 

of dicate a fear, that the ſociety of a new race of men might di- 
vi- ſturb the uninterrupted happineſs which he had ſo long enjoyed. 
" They are utterly deſtitute of medical knowledge, which they 
ors hold in contempt ; but they are good proficients in ſurgery, the 
in operations of which they often experience to be uſeful. One 
en of the Engliſh ſeamen, when on ſhore, ran a large ſplinter into 
nk his foot, which his companion, after giving him exquiſite pain, 
en, vainly attempted to extract with his pen-knife. An old Indian 
bo wao happened to be preſent, called a man from the other fide 
his of the river, who, having examined the lacerated foot, fetched 
of a ſhell from the beach, which he broke to a point with his 
of teeth; with which inſtrument he laid open the wound, and ex- 
hat 5 1 PO 


tracted 
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A. D. tracted the ſplinter ; whilſt this operation was performing, the 
1709. old man went a little way into the wood, and returned with 


as a vulnerary balſam with great ſucceſs. 


lodious, abounding with vowels, which renders its pronuncia- 
tion eaſily acquired. It is almoſt totally without inflexion either 
of nouns or verbs; but a ſufficient acquaintance with it has not 
been attained to determine whether it is copious or otherwiſe, 
It was impoſſible to teach the Indians to pronounce the Engiiſh 


it as poſſible, the giving of the name being an indiſpenſable ce- 
remony, which they never omitted when they introduced a new 
_ acquaintance. They converted the Engliſh names into words 
_ reſembling Spaniſh or Italian; Cook they called Toote; Hicks 
Hete; Mr. Gore, Toarro; Dr. Solander, Torano; Parkinſon, 
Patini; Mr. Monkhouſe, a midſhipman, they called Matte, 
which ſignifies in their language dead, becauſe he commanded 
_ a party that killed a man for ſtealing a muſket. The neareſt 

Imitation they could reach of King George, was by calling him 
 Kihiargo. They are not deſtitute of genius for the ſciences, 


out and laid before Tuahow the high admiral, without inform- 
ing him any thing of what it was. He preſently diſcovered its 
meaning, and was overjoyed to ſee a repreſention of his own I 
country. Theſe people have a remarkable ſagacity in foretelling 
the weather, particularly the quarter from whence the wind 


day, and in the night by the ſtars; all of which they diſtin- 
guiſh ſeparately by names; and know in what part of the hea- 


are viſible in their horizon; nor are they leſs acquainted with the 
periods of their annual appearance. They reckon time by moon, 
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ſome gum, which he applied to the wound, upon a piece of the 
cloth that was wrapped round him, and in two days time it 
was perfectly healed. This gum was produced by the apple 
tree; the ſurgeon of the ſhip procured ſome of it, and uſed it 


The language of the inhabitants of Otaheite is ſoft and me. 


names of their gueſts, but they did not fail to come as near to 


though they have no opportunity of cultivating them. A map 
of Otaheite, engraved for Captain Cook's firſt voyage, was taken 


will blow. In their long voyages they ſteer by the ſun in the 


vens they will appear in any of the months, during which they 


thirteen of which compoſed the year. They divide the day s 
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the night, e each into ſix parts. They judge of che time of the A. D. 
day by the height of the ſun. It is ſaid, that the higheſt num- 1769. 
ber for which they have names is 200. They expreſs the di- 
ſtance from one Wee to another by the time it would take to 
run over it. They entertain no nation of the baneful influence 
of comets, but they conſider thoſe meteors which are called 
ſhooting ſtars, as evil genii. 
The government of the inhabitints of Otaheite is compared 
E by Dr. Hakeſworth to the early ſtate of every nation in Eu- 
rope under the feudal ſyſtem: There is a king or ſovereign i in 
each of the two peninſulas into which -the land | is divided; 
with the lands of the different diſtricts, whoſe poſſeſſions are. 
_ cultivated by their vaſſals and villeins. The king poſſeſſes far 
| Jeſs authority over the whole ſociety, than each chieftain poſſeſ- 
ſes in his own diſtrict, and the nobles are nearer on a footing 
with their ſovereign than the lower ranks are with the nobles. 
Intermarriages are not permitted between the nobles and the 
vulgar; every advantage and honour 1 is conſined to the former; 
and even ſuch articles of food as are reckoned delicacies, pork, 
ſiſh and fow!, are only to be uſed by the nobiiity. Or theſe 
there are dliterent order+, as in ail the feudal kingdoms. Tnere 
are different liveries, ſo to ſpeak, to diſtinguiſh theſe orders; 
and the rank of every individual is aſcertained by the height at 
which their ſervants wear their ſathes. Like the ancient nobili- 
ty of Europe, they enjoy the right of private war ; and each 
nobleman, at the head of his vafſals, repels i injuries, and main- 
| tains his rights, by the deciſion of arms. Their influence, in- 
deed, over their followers is moſt powerful. They have intel- 
ligence of every event; they receive notice of every crime that 
is committed; they beſtow reward, inflict puniſhment, and their 
cecitions are ſubmitted to with the moſt pailive aud unreſerved 
obedience. Otaheite, therefore, affords in miniature, the pic- 
ture of two feudal kingdoms, for the whole inhavitants, includ- 
ing women and children, do not exceed 6000: One circum- 
ſtance alone, as it is related by Dr. Hawkeſworth, is pecu. iar 
to this people. The child of the prince, or of the baron, ſuc- 
cceds to the titles and honours of his father as ſoon as it is 
born; fo that a baron who was yeſterday diſtinguiſned by epi- 
You: IV. e p p | there 
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A. D. thets of honour, and approached with the ceremony of lower. 
1769. ing the garments and uncovering the upper part of the body, is 
to-day, if his wife be delivered of a fon, reduced to the hack 
of a private perſon z all marks of reſpect being transferred to 
the child, though the father {till continues to poſſeſs and adni. 
niſter the eſtate. If this circumſtance be authentic, it furniſhes 2 
| remarkable diſtinction between the government of Otaheite and 
g * that of the feudal nations of Europe In theſe, force generally 
| prevailed over right. The weakneſs of age and ſex often ex. 
_ eluded from the ſucceſſion thole who were naturally entitled to 
it, The eſtate of a child or of a woman was often acquired 
by a diftant collateral relation; even the deſtination of royalty 
proceeded not in a regular line, the uncle often uſurping the 
riglits of a fon, the brother thoſe of a daughter, 

The religion of theſe iſtanders is not the circumſtance which 
firſt attracts the attention of travellers. Captain Wallis, who 
firſt viſited and deſcribed them, is inclined to believe, that they 
had not any religious worſhip or belief. But ſubſequent accounts 
inform us ef their religious tenets, which are as ſuperſtiticus 

and abſurd as thoſe of other pagan nations. They admit that 
great and primitive truth, that all is derived originally from one 
_ rſt cauſe. But they ſuppoſe the Supreme Being to have im- 
pregnated a rock, which brought forth the year; which daugh- 
ter, embraced by the father, produced the thirteen months; 
which, in conjunction with each other, produced the days. In 
the ſame manner were the ſtars and all the other objects of na- 
ture created, ſo that the idea of generation runs through the 
whole; an idea impreſſed with peculiar foree on the imagination 
of theſe Indians, who of all men are particularly the moſt ad- 
dicted to the ſexual pleaſures. They believe the exiſtence of 
the ſoul after death, and of a greater or leſs degree of happi- 
neſs to be then enjoyed; but they are ſaid to have no concep- 
tion of a ſtate of puniſhment or reward hereafter. The ſhare 
of happineſs in a future life, they imagine, will be proportioned 
not to the merit but to the rank of individuals; the nobles eu- 
joying the firſt diſtinction of felicity, while their vaſſals and 
villeins muſt be ſatisfied, even in the region of ſpirits, with a 


ſubordinate lot. This religious tenet is evidently derived from 
- | 1 . belt 
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their political uſages. The prieſthood, as in many antient A. D. 
countries, is hereditary. The prieſts are profeſſed!y the men of 1769. 


ſcience, but their knowledge is altogether frivolous, conſiſting 
in being converſant in the names and rank of the tubordinate 
divinitics, and the opinions concerning the origin of the uni— 
verſe, handed down from one generation to another, by real 
tradition, in detached ſentences, and in a phraſeology unintel- 
ligible to thoſe who do not belong to the ſacred families. 

The general manners and character of the people are ſuch as 


vaturally reſult from the limited ſtate of ſociety in which they 
live, and the faint gradations of improvement to which they | | 
have attained. Their paſſions, like thoſe of children, are vio- 


lent, but tranſitory. They pals ſuddenly, yet without an ap- 


parent cauſe, from an exceſs of grief to the tranſports of; joy. 
Their propenſity to particular friendſhips, like that of all rude 


3 people, is ſtrong: and their fidelity inviolable. When the Eng- 


liſh viſited them for the ſecond time, every Indian choſe 1 


friend. With a diſpoſition naturally generous, they diſcovered 
a ſingular propenſity to theft. Oz this there are innumerable 


examples 1 in all the accounts which are related of them. Burt 
perhaps it has not been ſufficiently attended to, that their incli- 


nation to this vice might depend leſs on the depravity of their 
moral principles, than on their limited notions of propercy. 
Even after they had experienced the power of their new vifi- 


tants, they continued to pilfer as aſſiduouſly as before; and 


perſons who, in other reſpects, diſplayed no ſmall elevation of 


8 character, had a particular predilection. for riches acquired by 


ſtealth, 


Another trait of their 8 which had been in ſome | 


meaſure miſtaken by the firſt travellers into their country, 18 


the licentiouſneſs of their amours. Mr. de Bougainville and D. 
 Hiwkeſworth aflert, that there were no women in the iſland who 
had the ſmalleſt pretenſions to chaſtity. This aſſertion, however, 


Captain Cook diſcovered to be too general. The women of 
rank, that! 18, all the female nobleſſe, are not devoid of honour; 
although they do not imagine their inferiors ought to be dong, 


ned for yielding to promiſcuous love. But, notwithſtanding the 


exception which the captain has diſcovered, i it muſt de acknow- 


4 
7 
| i} 
1 
* 
11 4 U 
41 
7. 
1 „ 
„ 1 
0 14 
1 1 * 
. 1 
03: 
41 
1 - by 
35 in 
. 44 r 
'N 
1: 8 
42 
6 . A 
BL F 
— 
11 
EF 
33. 5 
ib j 
5 i 
37: 
21 = 
= 
i 
14 (1 
403! 
41 
£1 
. — 28 
37 
; i! 
433 1 
RY 
1 
ol 
1 1 
9 
h 
i 
* 11 
11 
i 
Rf! 
bb 
IF 
1 
1 { 
337 
q * 
it 
itt 
14 ! 
" } d3 
; p 
i # 
19 
| | 
1 
. 0 
) 
" LS 
þ 


i. 
'\ 
1 
1 
1 
| 
11 
11 
[1 


300 NAVAL. HISTORY 


A. D ledged, that their manners in this particular are ſuch as could 
1769. {cr arcely clcape obſervation and cenſure. When the Dolphin 
firſt arrived on the coaſt, a great nuqber of women appeared 
on the beach, and were very importunate with the men in the 
boat to come on thore They {tripped themſelves naked, and 
endeavoured to allure them by many wanton geſtures; and 
wen they found, that notwith ſtanding all their endeavours to 
detain them, the boat was putting off, they pelted them with 
apples and bana mas, ſhouting and ſhowing every poſſible ſign of 
deriſion and contempt. After this, canoes, with a number of 
women, came cloſe by the ſide of the ſhip, where the ſame 
wanton geſtures were repeated. A recular traffic being eſtabliſh. 
cd on ſhore, it was ſettled that a river ſhould ſeparate the na- 
tives and the ſtrangers, and that a few only of the former ſhould : 
eroſs at a time, for the purpoſe of trading. Several young 
women were then permitted to crols the river, who, though 
they were not averſe to the granting of perſonal favours, were 
tenacious of making the moſt of them. An iron nail was com- 
monly the price of beauty; 2nd in proportion to the charms of 
the damſel was the ſize of the nail which ſhe received. The 
men ſcrupled not to promote this kind of dealing, for fathers 
p and brothers would bring their daughters and ſiſters, for the 
purpoſe of proſt; tution to the ſailors. When they preſented the 
girl, they ſhowed a ſtick of the ſize of the nail which was de- 
manded for her, and he who came up to the 1 was entitled 
to the merchandize. 1 hy | 
From the unbridled licentionluely of the mb bit of this 
iff and, the French gave it the name of the new Cythera. 
g : When Mr. de Bougainville arrived-on this ſhore, he was recei- 
ved with the ſame ſiviou compliments which had been laviſh- 
ed on the Engliſh. „It was very difficult,” ſays that officer, 
e with ſuch Sting incitements, to Keep at their work 509 
ec youig French failors, who had been deprived of the ſight of 
40 women for ſix months.” Notwithſtanding the endeavouts 
uſed to keep the crew in order, the captain's cook found means 
to eſcape on ſhore, He had no ſooner fingled out a fair one, 
than he was immediately encircled with a large party of natives, 


who ſtripped him of his clothes from head to foot, and. with 
rend 
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great tumult and violent exclamations, examined every part of A. D. 
his body very minutely. When their curioſity had been fully 1769. 
oratified they reſtored his clothes, and handing the girl to him, 
flo nified by ſigns ſufficiently expreſſive, that ſhe was very much 
at his ſervice. But by this time the ardour of the Frenchman 
had ſubſided, and every tumultuous paſſion was abſorbed in that 
of fear. He entreated them, as the only favour they could be- 
ſtow, to convey him on board, and he reached the ſhip more 
dead than alive. 

When Captain Cook lay off this ſhore the women of Ota- 
heite had ſo totally diveſted themſelves of all apprehenſions of 
ln treatment from the Engliſh ſailors, that great numbers of the 
lower claſs remained on board the ſhip, after the numerous 
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tribe of viſitants had returned on ſhore in the evening. They 

9 ventured, without ſeruple, to paſs the night on board, having 
h ſtudied the diſpoſition of Britiſh ſeamen ſo well as to know that 
0 they ran no riſk by confiding in them, but, on the contrary, | 
7 might make ſure of every bead, nail and hatchet that their lovers | 
of could muſter. The evening, therefore, was as completely de- 
he dicated to mirth and pleaſure, as if the ſhip had been at Spit- x 
rs head inſtead of Otaheite. Before it was perfectly dark the 
b women aſſembled on the forecaſtle, and one of them blowing 
ne 4 llate with her noſtrils, all of them danced a variety of dances 
Je. ulual in their country, moſt of which were little conſiſtent with 
led Luropean ideas of delicacy, Even the better ſort are not entire- 

85 y exempted from the national weakneſs. A chief named O-tai 
his came on board, accompanied by his wife and two ſiſters; one 
ra, of whom, named Morarai was a moſt graceful figure, with the 
cei- moſt delicate and beautiful conzours of the hands and all above 
iſh- | the zone; an ineffable ſmile fat on her countenance ; her admi- 
cer, ration at ſeeing the new objects aboard the ſhip diſplayed itſelf 
509 ia the livelieſt expreſſions; nor was ſhe ſatisfied with looking | 
t of 


round the decks, but deſcended into the officers cabins, attend. 
d by a gentleman of the ſhip. Having curiouſly examined 
very part, Morarai took a particular fancy to a pair of ſheets 
which the ſaw ſpread on one of the beds, and made a number 
of fruitleſs attempts to obtain them from her conductor, to 
Fhom they belonged, He propoſed a a ſpecial favour as the. 
condition. 
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A. D. condition. She heſitated ſome time, and at laſt, with ſceming 


1769. reluctance, conſented. But, when the yielding nymph. was 


about to ſurrender, the ſhip ſtruck violently on the reef, and the 
affrighted lover, more ſenſible to danger than to his fair mi. 
ſtreſs, quitted her unrifled charms, and flew upon deck, Re. 
peated ſhrieks made the condition of the ſhip more alarming ; 
every perſon on board exerted himſelf to the utmoſt on this 


emergency; at length they brought her again to float. When 


the danger was over, the officer bethought himſelf of ii 
abandoned fair one, but, on viſiting his cabin, he found her 
gone, and his bed ſtripped of its ſheets. Moraria, however, had 
conducted the theft with ſuch dexterity, as would have render. 


ed it not only excuſable but praiſe-worthy among the Spare 
| tans; having appeared on deck, and continued a conſiderable 
time, without exciting any miſtruſt of her acquiſition, Four 


days after this adventure, the ſame officer, accompanied by 
ſeveral others, ſtrolling about the country, came to the ſpot 
where O- tai and his fair ſiſter reſided. He thought it to no 


purpoſe to inquire after his loſt bed-linen, but choſe rather to 
renew his ſolicitations to the lady. Beads, nails, and various 


trifles were preſented to her, which ſhe readily accepted, but 
remained inflexible to the paſſionate addreſſes of her lover. She 
yas already in poſſeſſion of the ſheets, which were the only 


wealth of ſufficient value in her eyes to induce her to admit the 
tranfient embraces of a ſtranger ; though ſhe was accuſed by 
Her countrywomen of admitting tow-taws, or men of the low- 


eſt rank, to her bed at night; and thus impoſing on her bro- 


ther, who would have been highly offended at the proſtitution, 


not of her perſon, bur of her dignity. 


Though it be evident that the general character of the natives 
of Otaheite is extremely deficient in point of modeſty, yet ma- 


ny of their cuſtoms, perhaps, are more immodeſt in appearance 


than in reality. The uſual way of exprefling their reſpect to 


ſtrangers is by uncovering themſelves to the middle; and a ce. 


remony of a ſimilar kind, but expreſſive only of reſpect, wa 


uſed by Oorattao, a woman of rank, who viſited Mr. Banks. 


After laying down ſeveral plantain 3 a man brought a 


large bundle of cloth, of the: anufacture of that country, 
| | 5 Which 


or Kine GEORGE III. 


There were in all nine pieces; but, having ſpread three pieces 


them, took up ber garments all round her to the waiſt; ſhe 
then turned about three times with great compoſure and deli- 
beration, and with an air of perfect innocence and ſimplicity; 


pieces were ſpread, ſhe repeated the ſame ceremony; and ſo the 
third time, when the laſt three pieces were laid out; after 
which the cloth was again rolled up, and delivered to Mr. 
Binks, as a preſent from the lady, who, with her attending 


would lead us to believe, that the indecency of the natives of 
Otaheite, like that of moſt nations who have made ſmall ad- 
vancements in the arts of ſocial life, proceeds leſs from a natu- 


inclination to the vice of ſtealing, ariſes, probably in ſome de- 


aly | proceed from a want of thoſe cultivated notions of delicacy 
the which prevail in poliſhed countries. They ſee nothing indecent 
by in the unreſerved intercourſe of the ſexes; among them Venus 
OWs is the goddeſs of hoſpitality; her worſhip is celebrated without 
pro- myſtery; and every paſſion is gratified before witneſſes, without 
ion, any more ſigns of ſhame than appears in other countries when 
| people aſſociate at a meal. Yet it muſt not be diſſembled, that 
Ives ſome of their cuſtoms diſcover a certain refinement in ſenfual 
ma- | pleaſure, which is the characteriſtic of a degree of depravity 
ance | th! could hardly be expected in their ſimple ſtate “. 
© to We return from this digreſſion, in which we have endeavour- 
a ce - ed to reduce into a ſmall compaſs the various accounts of Wal- 
was li, Cooke, Foſter, and Bougainville, concerning the manners 
anks. and character of a people, whoſe diſcovery i is one of the moſt 
oht 2 | | 
meh, 1 Wrbe⸗ a Bongainville, 2 30, Cc. 
rhich 5 oo 


one upon another, the lady came forward, and, ſtepping upon 


which having done, ſhe dropped the veil: when other three 


friend, came up, ſaluted him, and received ſuch preſents in re- 
turn as he thought proper to offer them. Examples of this kind 


ral propenſity to voluptuous exceſs, than from their imperfẽct 
| notions of propriety. As what has appeared in them a ſtrong 


gree, from their limited ideas of property, ſo the apparent li- 
cemiouſneſs of their manners, with regard to the fair ſex, may 


303 


which having opened, he ſpread it piece by piece upon the A. D. 
ground, in the ſpace between Mr. Banks and his viſitants. 1769. 
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A. D. brilliant that has been made by modern navigation. The iſland 
1769. indeed, is more intereſting to the philoſopher than to the ek 


chant, as it produces nothing that can be converted into an ar. 
ticle of diſtant traffic, and can be uſeful only in affording refreſh. 
ments to ſhipping, in their voyages through thoſe ſeas. Captain 
Cook took his leave of Otaheite the 13th of July, 1769, ha- 
ving carried with him Tupia, one of the natives, who informed 
him that four of the neighbouring iſlands lay at the diſtance of 


leſs than two days fail. The names of theſe were Ulictea, Hya- 
heine, Otaha, and Bolabola. The firſt is about twenty-one 
leagues in circuit. Its productions are the ſame as thoſe of Ota. 
heite, nor is there any thing to diſtinguiſh the appearance and 
manners of its inhabitants from thoſe of that iſland. The ſame 
may be ſaid of the other three, as weil as of the ſmall iſlands 
of Tubai and Maurua; to all of which, as they lie contiguous 


to each other, Captain Cook gave the name of the Hocicty 


| iſlands, but did not think it neceſſary to diſtinguiſh them ſepa- 


rately by any other names than thofe by which they are known 


to the natives. They are ſituated between the latitudes of 16 


degrees 10 minutes, and 10 degrees 55 minutes ſouth, and be- 
tween the longitudes of 150 degrees 17 minutes, and 152 de- 
grees weſt, from the meridian of Greenwich. Ulietca and 


Otaha lie at the diſtance of two miles from each other, and are 
both inclſed within one reef of coral rocks, ſo that there i i 
no paſſage for ſhipping between them. Ulietea affords a great 
many good harbours both on the eaſt and weſt fide; the en- 


trarice> into them, indeed, are but narrow; but, when a ſhip i 


once in, nothing can hurt her. The northernmoſt, on the well 
_ Ade, in which the ſhip lay, is called Ohamaneno the channel 


leading into it is about a quarter of a mile wide, and lies be- 
tween two low ſandy iſlands. T his harbour, though ſmall, is | 
preferable to the others, becauſe it is ſituated in the moſt fertile | 
part of the ifland, and where freſh water is eaſily to be got. | 
Otaha alſo affords two good harbours, one on the eaſt fide and 


the other on the weſt. The iſland of Bolabola lies north-well 


and by weſt from Otaha, diſtant about four leagues. It 1s ſur- | 


_ rounded by a reef of rocks, and ſeveral ſmall iſlands, in com- 
paſs together about eight leagues. This iſland is rendered te- 


5 55 markadle 


or KING GEORGE III. 305: 
| markable by a high craggy hill, which appears to be almoſt A, D. 
perpendicular, and terminates at the top in two peaks, one 1769- 
| higher than the other. The captain did not take time to exa- 
mine the harbours, but underſtood that Bolabola is not deficient 
in this particular. The iſland of Houaheine is fituated in the 
Jatitude of 16 degrees 43 minutes ſouth, and longitude 150 de- 
grees 52 minutes weſt, diſtant from Otaheite about thirty-one 
leagues, and about ſeven leagues in compaſs. The harbour, 
which is called by the natives Owalle, lies on the weſt ſide, 
under the northernmoſt high land. The climate is more for- 
ward that that of Otaheite, and the country abounds with pro- 
viſions. The inhabitants of all theſe iſlands treated the Eng- 
liſh with the moſt courteous hoſpitality; and teſtified great ſor⸗ 
row at the departure of their gueſts, which, however, did not 
take place til] Captain Cook had, with the uſual formality, ta- 

ken poſſeſſion of their territories in the name of his majeſty 
| King George. oo mr ne a. 
The captain left theſe ſhores the gth of Auguſt, 1769, and 
met with nothing remarkable in his courſe till the 13th about 
| noon, when he ſaw land bearing ſouth-eaſt, which Tupia told 
him was an iſland called Oheteroa. It is ſituated in the latitude 
| of 22 degrees 27 minutes ſouth, and in the longitude of 150 
degrees 47 minutes weſt, about thirteen miles in circuit, and 
the land rather high than low, but neither populous nor fertile 
in proportion to the other iſlands which had been diſcovered in 
thoſe ſeas. The chief produce ſeems to be a tree of which they 


ip i make their weapons, called in their language Etoa; many plan- 
welt tations of it were ſeen along the ſhore, which is not ſurrounded, 
nne! luxe the neighbouring iſlands, by a reef. The ſnip, or boats, 


; be- 
It, is | 
ertile | 


made the whole circuit of Oheteroa, and found there was nei- 
ther harbour nor anchorage about it; and the hoſtile diſpoſition | 
of the natives rendering it impoſſible to land without blood- 


get. WG {hcl the captain determined not to attempt it, having no mo- 
end tive that could juſtify the riſk of life. 
well Tupia mentioned ſeveral iſlands lying at different diſtances 
5 ſur- and in different directions from this, between the ſouth and the 
come north-weſt; and that, at the diſtance of three days fail, there 


ed re- 


wo Was an ifland called Mancoa, or Bird Ifland. But ſo many diſ- 
ran! 


@veries of this kind had already been made, that the captain 
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NAVAL HISTORY 
A. D. purpoſed to ſpend no more time in ſearch of Hands, only in ex- 
1769. amining thoſe which he happened to fall in with during his 
courſe, and to proceed ſouthward in ſearch of a continent, 
After a navigation of above ſix weeks land was diſcovered, 
which became the ſubject of much eager converſation, i being 
generally believed to be the Terra Auſtralis Incognita. It was 
indeed the coaſt of New Zealand, which, ever ſince it had been 
diſcovered by the Dutch navigator T aſman, i in 1692, has paſſed 
with: moſt geographers for a part of. the great ſouthern conti- 
nent. But Captain Cook difcovered that New Zealand conſiſted 
of two iflansd, divided by a ſtreight which is called after his 
name, and ſituated between the latitudes of 34 degrees 22 mi- 
Autes and 47 degrees 25 minutes ſouth, and between the longi- 
rudes of 166 degrees and 180 degrees eaſt. This indefatigable 
navigator employed almoſt ſix months in fully exploring the 
coaſts of both iſlands, of which he diſtinguiſhed the ſeveral 
bays, rivers, capes, & by particular names. The firſt place 
where he anchored, on the northernmoſt iſland, he called Po- 
verty Bay, becauſe he found in it no refreſhments, nor any thing 
except wood neceſſary for a ſhip. From hence he proceeded 
ſouthward, almoſt to the forty-firſt degree of latitude; and then 
reverſing his courſe, failed to the north-eaſtern point of land, 
and the broadeſt part of the whole iſland. He afterwards anchor- 
ed in a port, ſituated in latitude 56 degrees 54 minutes ſouth, 
and in longitude 184 degrees 4 minutes weſt, which, as he here 
made an obſervation of the tranſit of Mercury over the ſun, he 
called Mercury Bay. The river which empties itſelf into the 
head of this bay he called the Thames, on account of its re- 
femblance to the Engliſh river of that name. The banks of this 
river are reprefented as the moſt eligible place i in thoſe iſlands | 
for ſettling Aa colony. More to the north-weſt is the Bay of 
Iſlands, ſo named from the great number of little iftands that | 
line its ſhores, forming feveral harbours equally ſafe and com- 
modious, where there is depth and room for any number of } 
thipping. Captain Cook, in doubling the northern extremity 
of New Zealand, met with a gale of wind, which, for its 
| ſtrength and continuance was ſuch as he had never experienced 


before. He was three weeks 1 in making ten leagues, and 10 | 
SO RA | | week 3:4 
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weeks in making fifty. Having doubled the cape he proceeded A. D. 
along the weſtern ſhore, which is extremely barren, conſiſting 1769. 


of banks of white ſand, and which he therefore called the De- 


ſert Coaſt. The ſouthern part of this coaſt bends towards the 


weſt, and is diſtinguiſhed by a remarkably high peak of a moſt 
majeſtic appearance, covered with perennial ſnow. This peak, 


which received the name of Mount Egmont, is ſurrounded by a 
flat country of a pleaſant appearance, cloathed with wood and 


verdure. Having coaſted this ſhore, the captain entered the 
Streight which divides the northern from the ſouthern iſland, 
The latter underwent a very accurate ſurvey. On the eaſtern _ 


coaſt he diſcovered a ſmall iſland of a circular form, in the la- 


titude of 43 degrees 44 minutes ſouth, which he called Banks's | 
Iſland. Proceeding ſouthward he found the extremity of the 
land almoſt ſeparated from the reſt, it being joined by a long 
and narrow iſthmus. The ſouth-eaſt fide is of very dangerous 
navigation, on account of the ridges of rocks which riſe for 


many leagues out of the ſea. But the weſtern extremity affords a 


commodious bay, with many harbours and coves ſcattered on 
different parts of it, where good anchorage may be found, On 
the ſhore, the. ſoil is a deep black mold, formed of decayed ve. 


getables. The trees gradually diminiſh in height and circum- 
ference, in receding from the ſhore, contrary to what is obſerv- 


ed in other parts of the world. The captain having left the 


orementioned bay (which he called Duſky Bay), proceeded 


along the weſtern coaſt, and entered Cook's Streights by the 
louth-weſt point of land, behind which he anchored in a fine 


harbour, which he named Admiralty Bay. A little more to the 
ealtward is Queen Charlotte's Sound, the entrance of which 


les in latitude 41 degrees ſouth, longitude 175 degrees 25 mi- 
| Autes eaſt, This ſound is three leagues broad at its mouth, and 


contains a collection of the fineſt harbours in the world. There 


are a great number of ſmall iſlands lying at the entrance, and 


the land about it is ſo high as to be ſeen at the diſtance of twen- 
ty leagues. Here the ſailors caught near three hundred weight 
of fiſh, and found wood and water in abundance. The captain 


ordered the water-caſks to be filled in this neighbourhood, and 
prepared to leave New Zealand on the 3oth of March, having 
_ . circum- 
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A. D. circumnavigated the whole coaſt, and made frequent excurſion 
1769. into the interior parts of the country. 

Theſe iflands produce no quadrupeds but dogs and rats; 
there are few ſpecies of birds, and of theſe none, except per- 
haps the gannet, is the ſame with thoſe of Europe. For this 

ſcarcity of animals upon the land, the fea makes an abundant 
recompence; every creek {warming with fiſh, equally whole. 
ſome and delicious. The ſhip ſeldom anchored in any ſtation, 
or with a light gale paſſed any place, which did not afford 
enough of fiſh with hook and line to ſerve the whole {hiv's 
company; the ſeine ſeldom failed of producing a {iill nore 
ample ſupply; and the variety of ſpecies was equal to the pien- 
ty. There are mackarel of many kinds, one of which is exactly 
the ſame as we have in England; and the other ſpecies of fiſh 
unknown to the European ſeas, were diſtinguiſhed by the names 
of thoſe kinds to which they bear the neareſt reſemblance, and 
they do honour to the compariſon, Among the vegetable pro- 
ductions of New Zealand, the trees claim a principal place; 
there being foreſts of vaſt extent, full of the ſtraighteſt, the 
cleaneſt, and the largeſt timber, any where to be ſeen. The 
trees here, however, are too hard and too heavy to be made 
into maſts ; bat for every other purpoſe they ſeem to be exceed- 
ingly fir, on account of their ſize, their grain, and their appa- 
rent durability, T here are few eatable vegetables in new Zer- 
land, except wild celery, and a kind of creſſes, which grow in 
great abundance upon all parts of the ſea- ſhore. Ol the eſcu- 
Tent plants raiſed by cultivation, there are only yams, ſweet 
potatoes, and cocoas. Gourds are cultivated by the natives for | 
the fake of the fruit, which furniſhes them with veſlels for va- 
rious uſes, There is a plant that ſerves the inhabitants inftead 
of hemp and flax, which excels all that are put to the ſame 
purpoſes in other countries. Of this plant there are two forts; 
the leaves of both reſemble thoſe of flags, but their flowers 
are ſmaller, and their cluſters more numerous; on one kind 
they are yellow, on the other a deep red. Of the leaves of 
theſe plants, with very little preparation, they make all their 
common apparel, as well as their ſtrings, lines and cordage for 
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can make with hemp, that they will not bear a compariſon. A. D. 
Of the Jeaves of this plant, without any other preparation than 1769. 
that of ſplitting them into proper breadths, and tying the 
ſtripes together, they make their fiſhing — ſome of which 
are of an enormous ſize. 
From the populouſneſs of the ſea- coaſts, it was at Arn im 
gined, that the natives of New Zealand were extremely nume- 
rons. But it was afterwards found, that the interior parts were 
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|} 
entirely deſtitute of inhabitants, or very thinly peopled ; for the ! 
$ principal food of the New Fealondire conſiſting in fiſh, they { 
e are afraid to remove to a great diſtance from the chief ſource of | 
b their ſubſiſtence. The fleth of dogs, and the few vegetables I] 
y above-mentionecl, are the only ſuccedaneum they have to ſup- | 
h . port life; ſo that when the dry ſtock fails in the ſeaſon when fer | | 


fiſh are voght, the diſtreſs 1 18 dreadful; and this calamity, which 
too often happens, accounts for a practice prevalent in New Zea- 
land of fortifying every village with the utmoſt care, and the 
horrid cuſtom of eating thoſe who are killed in battle. The 
New Z-:alanders rather exceed the European ſize; are ſtout, 
well limbed and fleſhy ; exceedingly active and vigorous ; and 
diſcover great manual dexterity in all the arts to which they ap- 
ply. Their colour reſembles the brown hue of the Spaniards; | 
the women have not a feminine delicacy in their appearance, 
but their voice is remarkably, ſoft ; and by this they are princi- 
pally diſtinguiſhed, the dreſs of both ſexes being the ſame. This 


dreſs is to a ſtranger the moſt uncouth that can be imagined. 
eet It is made of the leaves of the hemp plant, ſplit into three or 
for four ſlips, interwoven with each other into A kind of ſtuff be- 
Va- tween netting and cloth, with all the ends, which are eight or 
ead nine inches long, hanging out on the upper ſide. Of this ſin- 
ume gular cloth two pieces ſerve for a complete dreſs ; one of them 
rts; is tied over their ſhoulders with a ſtring, and reaches as low as 
vers the knees; to the end of this ſtring is faſtened a bodkin of bone, 
ind which is eaſily paſſed through any two parts of this upper gar- 
s of ment to keep them together. The other pieces of cloth, or 


heir 
for 
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lower garment, is wrapped round the waiſt, and reaches nearly 
to the ground. When they have oy the upper garment on, 
(for the lower ! is not fo conſtantly worn), and fit upon their 

| hams, 
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A. D. hams, they bear a reſemblance to a thatched houſe ; but how. 
1709 ever ugly their dreſs, it is a proper defence againſt the incle. 


of diſhoneſty, They excel the inhabitants of Otaheite as much 
in modeſty, as they fall ſhort of them in the cleanlineſs of their 
perſons, and the convenience of their habitations. The women, 
however, were not impregnable; but the terms and manner of 
compliance were as decent as thoſe in marriage among vs, and 
_ according to their notions, the agreement was as innocent. The 


air. 
der every ſtranger as an enemy, were always diſpoſed to attack 
ority. But when they were convinced of the power of fire- 


arms, and obſerved the clemency of their enemies in forbearing 
to make uſe of theſe dreadful weapons, except in their own de. 


this conſent might generally be obtained. 


one entire plank, 63 feet long, fitted and laſhed to the bottom 


mour; although they have a great variety of thoſe which are 
fitted for deſtruction. The principal of theſe are ſpears, darts, 
| battle-axes, and the patoo-patoo, which is faſtened to their 


girdles, conſidering it as a military ornament, and part of their 
dreſs, like the poniard of the Aſiatic, and the ſword of the 


to be beſt known and moſt practiſed! in the northern part of this 
country. They have an inſtrument which ſerves at once for 
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mencies of the weather to men who often ſleep i in the open 
Theſe See being inured to war, and accuſtomed to confi. 


the Engliſh until they were intimidated by their manifeſt ſuperi. 


fence, they became at once friendly and affectionate; and when 
an intercourſe was eſtabliſhed, were rarely detected in any act 


conſent of friends was neceſſary to obtain the perſona] favours 
of a young woman, and by the influence of a proper Fu 


The ingenuity of theſe people appears principally i in the con- 
ſtruction and management of their canoes, and in whatever re- 
lates to war or fiſhing. The larger canoes are 58 feet long, 


feet broad, and 3 and a half feet deep; each fide conſiſting of 


with great dexterity and ſtrength. They have no defenſive ar- 


wriſts by a ſtrong ſtrap, leſt it ſhould be wrenched from them, 
and which the principal people generally wear ſticking to their 


European. "Tillage, weaving, and the other arts of peace ſeen 


ſpade and Plong. The ground is rendered as ſmooth as ah 
garder, i 
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| garden, and every root has its ſmall hillock, ranged in a regular A. D. 
quincunx by lines, which were ſeen with the pegs remaining in 1779s 

the ground. The religion, goyernment and language of the 

New Zealanders bear a remarkable reſemblance to thoſe of the 

natixes of Otaheite. Tupia underſtood their diſcourſe, and was 

perfectly underſtood by them. This ſimilarity of dialogue proves 

2 common origin; but which of the two countries was firſt 

Ez peopled - whether they were peopled from one another, or both 

{.0m ſome more ancient mother-land; and what this land is— 

are queſtions which in all probability will never be refolved. 

Captain Coox failed from New Zealand the 31ſt of March, 

1770, and made the coaſt of New Holland the 19th of April. 

It was in latitude 37 degrees 58 minutes ſouth, and longitude 

210 degrees 39 minutes weſt, when he firſt diſcovered land, 

The ſouthernmoſt point of land in fight at this time was judged 


; to lie in latitude 38 degrees, longitace 211 degrees 7 minutes, 
F beyond which, although the weather was very clear, nothing 
5 could be obſerved. The great body of Van Diemen's Land, 


however, ought, according to the maps, to have borne due 

ſouth; but the captain not having ſeen it, does not determine 
whether it joins the point now difcovered or not. Standing to | 
the northward he obſerved a bay, which ſeemed to be well thel- = 


7] tered from all winds, and into which he determined to go with f 
14 the ſhip. There he anchored in the afternoon under the ſouth - 1 
2 | ſhore, about two miles within the entrance, in ſix fathom wa- 

| ter, the ſouth point bearing ſouth-eaſt, and the north point eaſt. 

rn. bis place was a-breaſt of a ſmall village, conſiſting of about 

5 ſix or eight houſes; and, while the ſailors were preparing to 

its, hoilt out the boat, they ſaw an old woman, followed by three 

ber children, come out of a wood. She was loaded with fire- 

1 wood, and each of the children had alſo its little burden. She 

5 often looked at the ſhip, but expreſſed neither fear nor ſurpriſe. 

heir Some canoes returned from the fiſhing z the men landed, and 

th the old woman having kindled a fire, they began to drels their 

ſeem nner, to all appearance wholly unconcerned about the thip. 

this | hey were all ſtark naked, the woman herſelf being deſtitute 

for Wy. of a fig leaf. It was natural to imagine that theſe ſavages, 

n who leemed to pay no regard to the ſhip's coming into the bay, 

den, 


would 
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. reſt ran away. Each of the two champions was armed wit 


Po 
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. would have paid as little attention to the people's coming on 
1770. ſhore. But, as ſoon as the boat approached the rocks, tw 


0 of 
ie 
| | 4 
lance about ten feet long, and a ſhort ſtick, which he ſ:c;.] 
to handle as if it was a machine to aſſiſt him in throwing hs 
lance. They called out in a loud harſh tone, and in a langusye 
which none of thoſe in the boat, although 'Tupia was of the 


the men came down upon them to defend their coaſt, and 


party, underſtood a ſingle word. 'The courage of theſe Indi- 


ans was remarkable, as they were but two againſt forty in the 


boat; which the captain ordered to ly on her oars, while he 
endeavoured to obtain the good-will of his opponents by throw. 
ing them nails, beads, and other trifles, which they took up, | 


and ſeemed to be well pleaſed with. When he made ſigns to 
them that the ſhip wanted water, they waved with their hands, 
which he interpreted as an invitation to land, But this was not 


their meaning; for, when the boat began to advance, they ro. 
newed their oppoſition. One appeared to be a youth of nineteen 


or twenty, and the other a man of middle age; both of ſuch 
determined obſtinacy that it was neceſſary to fire a muſket be- 
tween them. Upon the report the youngeſt dropped a bundle 
of lances upon the rock, but recollecting himſelf in an inſtant, 


he ſnatched them up again with great haſte, and threw a ſtone 
at the boat. A ſecond muſket was fired, which ſtruck the old- 
eſt on the legs, who immediately ran to one of the houſes, di- 


ſtant about an hundred yards, and returned with a ſhield or tar- 
get for his defence. A third muſket was fired before they be- 


took themſelves to flight, and left the boat maſter of the ſhore. 


Here there was abundance of water, and ſuch a variety of 


plants, that the captain gave it the name of Botany bay. It 


lies in latitude 34 degrees ſouth, and longitude 152 degrees 3] 
minutes eaſt. The country in general is level, low, and woody. 
There are two kinds of trees, larger than the Engliſh oak; | 


one of them yields a reddiſh gum like ſangurs draconis, and the 


wood is heavy, hard, and dark-coloured. The woods abound 
with birds of an exquiſite beauty, particularly of the parrot 
kind; and crows exactly the ſame with thoſe in England. | 


About the head of the harbour, where there arc large _ J 
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find and mud, there is great plenty of water-fowl; and on the A. D. 
hanks themſelves are vaſt quantities of oyſters, muſcles, and 1770. 
-ockles, which ſeem to be the principal ſubſiſtence of the in- 
habitants. „ 5 „ 

The captain having left this place, where he could eſtabliſh 
no intercourſe with the natives, proceeded northwards in order 
to examine the eaſtern coaſt of New Holland, and to diſtinguiſh 
by name the more remarkable places that he met with in his 
voyage. Having paſſed what he called Hervey's Bay, diſtin- 
guiſhed by Mangrove trees, he anchored in Buſtard Bay, in la- 
titude 24 degrees 4 minutes ſouth; longitude 151 degrees 42 mi- 
nates eaſt, He gave it that name from the great numbers of 
birds of the buſtard ſpecies, as large as turkeys, one of which 
weighed ſeventeen pounds and a half, and was the moſt delicate 
bird that had been met with during the whole voyage. Here 
are oyſters in great numbers, and of various kinds; among 
others the hammer oyſter, and abundance of ſinall pearl oyſters. 
And Captain Cook ſays, that, if in deep water there is equal 
plenty of ſuch oyſters at their full growth, a pearl fiſhery might 
be eftablithed to very great advantage. Proceeding about two 
| degrees farther north, he anchored again in Thirſty Sound. 
From the great variation in the needle, when brought on ſhore, 
and from ſeveral other obſervations at this place, it ſeems pro- 
bable that iron ore abounds in the hills. Along the whole coaſt 
the ſea conceals ſhoals, which ſuddenly project from the ſhore, 
and rocks that riſe abruptly like a pyramid front the bottom. 

Off Cape Tribulation, which lies in latitude 16 degrees 6 mi- 
nutes ſouth, and longitude 146 degrees 39 minutes eaſt, our in- 
trepid and hitherto ſucceſsful adventurers were expoſed to the 
moſt imminent danger. On the 1oth of June, at eleven o'clock 
at night, the ſhip ſuddenly ſtruck againſt a coral rock, and be- 
came immoveable except by the heaving of the ſurge, which, 
beating her againſt the craggs of the rock on which ſhe lay, 
cauſcd ſo violent a concuſſion that it was with the utmoſt difi- 
culty any one on board could ſtand on his legs. At the dawn 

ot day land appeared at eight leagues diſtance, without any 
uch in the intermediate ſpace upon which they might be ſer on 

luore by the boats, and afterwards proceed to the main, if the 
thip thould 20 to pieces: the wind, however, died away, till it 
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rife, and with it the leak increaſed fo faſt that it was nece; 
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A. D. became a dead calm, by which the ſhip eſcaped inſtant 100 
: - . . . » 
1770. otherwiſe inevitable, deſtruction. At eleven in the forengon it 


was high water, but ſo much ſhorter was the day-tide than 


that of the night, that, notwithſtanding the (hip had bcen lick. 


tened near fifty tons, ſhe did not float by a foot and a half. Thus 
diſappointed, they proceeded to lighten her {till more, by throw. 
ing overboard every thing that could poſſibly be ſpared. The wa. 
ter now began to ruth in fo faſt, that two pumps could ſcarcely 


keep her free. At five in the afternoon the tide again began to 


fary 


to man two more pumps, of which one only could be wrought 
G ; 5 * = . s 3 : | „ . 1 
Three of the pumps, however, being kept going, the ſhip righted 


at nine; but by this time the leak had gained fo conſiderably, that 
it was imagined ſhe muſt go to the bottom as ſoon as ſhe ceaſed to 


be ſupported by the rock. The floating of the ſhip therefore was 
anticipated, not as an earneſt of deliverance, but as a forerun. 


ner of deſtruction. The boats were not capable of carrying al 


on ſhore, where, ſhould any of the crew, be able to arrive, their 
fate would be ftill more melancholy than that of thoſe who pe- 
riſbed in the ſhipwreck. Baniſhed on a coaſt where even nets 
and fire-arms could ſcarcely furniſh the means of ſubſiſtence, 


and poſſeſſing the means of no effectual defence againſt the ma- 


tives, they mult ſpeedily fall a prey to indigence or ferocity, or 


languifh during the remainder of life in a deſolate wilderneſs, 
without the hope of any domeſtic comfort, and cut of irom 


the ſociety of men, Fo thoſe only who have waited in fuch a 
ſuſbente, death has approached in his wildeſt terrors. White 
every one was reading his own ſenſation in the countenance of 


his companions the ſhip floated, and was heaved into deep wa- 


ter. It was no ſmall conſolation to find that fhe did not nov 


admit more water than ſhe had done upon the rock Þy the 


gaining of the leak upon the pumps there were no lets than 
three feet nine inches water in the hold; and the men having 
endured exceſſive fatigue of body, and agitation of mind, for 


more than twenty-four hours, and having but little hope of {uc- 


ceeding at laſt, began to flag, when this favourable circumſtance 
again animated their vigour, and made them exert the molt ex- 
traordinary efforts. But none of them could work at the pumps 


above five or ſix minutes together, and then, being totally es. 
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grcam of water was running over it from the pumps ſeveral i 
inches deep. When thoſe who ſucceeded them had worked 
their ſpell, and were exhauſted in their turn, they threw them- 
{.lvcs down in the ſame manner, and the others ſtarting up 
renewed their labour. At eleven o'clock a breeze from the fea 
ſpringing up, the ſhip was got under fail, and ftood for the land. 
The exact fituation of the leak could not be diſcovered, and 


therefore it was impoſſible to ſtop it within, and it was as 
7 impoſſible to continue that degree of labour, by which the 
. p1.1ps had been made to work. In this fituation a happy 
q expedient was adopted. It is called fothering the ſhip, and 
f is done by taking a large ſtudding-fail, on which a quantity 
10 of oakum and wool, chopped ſmall and mixed together, was 
ES ſtitched down in handfuls as lightly as poſſible; over this the 
. dung of ſheep and other filth was ſpread; and the fail, thus 
al prepared, was hauled under the ſhip's bottom by ropes, which 
i kept it extended. When it came under the leak, the ſuchon 
pe. which carried in the water, carried in with it the oakum and 


wool from the ſurface of the fail, which in other parts the Wa- 
ter was not ſufficiently agitated to waſh off. This contrivance 
ſucceeded fo happily, that one pump was able to reduce the 


_ water from the leak; and fo ſuſceptible are mankind of ſudden 
m joy whenever ſo partially relieved from imminent danger, that 


ſcarcely greater tranſport could have been felt, if they had been 
arrived into a ſafe harbour, than this favourable alteration occa- 
toned, At fix in the evening the thip was brought to an an- 
chor for the night in ſeventeen fathom water, at the diſtance of 
leren leagues from the ſhore, and one from the ledge of rocks 
upon which ſhe had ſtruck. The next morning the came to an 
anchor within two miles of the ſhore, no harbour having been 
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than diicovered, But the day following was molt propitious by the 
aring Mroner y of a harbour to leeward, moſt excellently adapted to 
„ for 5 purpoſe for which it was wanted; and, what was no leſs 
f ſyc- otunate than remarkable, in the whole courie of the voyage 
3 no place had been ſeen which would have afforded the ſame 


ft ex- 
umps 
ly ex- 
ultech 


rchef to the ſhip in the ſituation the then was. Three whole 
Gays intervened before a favourable wind aroſe to carry thenz 
into their de ilined haven, in which time they found leiſure and in- 
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haufted, they threw themſelves down upon the deck, though a A. I). 
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A. D. clination to reflect, that there was nothing but a lock of wodl 
1770. between them and deſtruction. At length theſe buffereg adven- 

turers ſet their impatient feet on land, after giving the ſtrongeſt 
proof of a manly, inflexible firmneſs; for, ſays Captain Cook, 
« Upon this occaſion I muſt gbſerve, both 1 in juſtice and grati- 
* tude to the ſhip's company and the gentlemen on hoard, that 
te although in the midit of our diſtreſs, every one Gomes to 
ee haye a juſt ſenſe of his danger, yet no paſlionate exclamations 
«for frantic geſtures were heard or ſeen; every one appeared 
et to have the moſt perfect poſſeſſion of his mind, and every 
©* one exerted himſelf to the utmoſt with a quiet and knn 
cc perſeverance, equally diſtant from the tumultuous voice of 
< terror, and the gloomy inaQtivity of deſpair * Pheir change 
of ſituation was now viſible in every countenance, for it was 
moſt ſenſibly felt in every breaſt. They had ſailed three hun- 
dred and ſixty leagues, with a man continually in the chains | 
heaving the lead, which perhaps never happened to any other 
veſſel. They had been three months entangled among ſhoals 
and rocks that every moment threatened them with deſtrudtion; 
frequently pailing the night at anchor, within hearing of the 
ſurge that broke, over them ſometimes driving towards it even 
while their anchors were out, and knowing that if by any acci- 
dent, to which an almoſt continual tempeſt expoſed them, 
they ſhould not hold, every perſon on board muſt inevitably 
periſh. | | 
"THe Harbour which 1 them relief in this extreme 
emer rgency, they named after their veſſel Endeavour River. It 
lies in latitude 15 degrees 26 minutes ſouth, and its longitude by 
obſervation is 214 degrees 42 minutes 30 ſeconds weſt. It is 
only a ſmall bar harbour, or creek, which runs in a winding 
channel three or four leagues inland, and at the head of which 
there is a ſmall brook of. freſh water. There is not depth of 
water for ſhipping above a mile within the bar, and at this dif 
tance only on the north ſide, where the bank is ſo ſteep for near 
a quarter of a mile, that a hip may ly afloat at low water, ſo 
near the ſhore as to reach i it with a ſtep, and the ſituation 15 
extremely convenient for heaving down; but at low water the 
depth upon! the bar i is not more than nine or ten feet, n nor more 
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the time of new and full moon it is high water between nine 
and ten o'clock. This part of the coaſt is ſo barricaded with 


{hoals as to make the harbour exceedingly difficult of acceſs; the 


ſafeſt approach is from the ſouthward, keeping the main land 


any part of the globe; for here are reefs of coral riſing like an 
jmmenſe wall, almoſt perpendicularly out of the fea always 
overflowed at high water, and at Tow water, in many places, 
dry. The enormous waves of the vaſt ſouthern ocean meeting 
with ſo abrupt a reſiſtance break with inconceivable violence, 


having a crazy thip, and being ſhort of proviſions and every 


« danger, and ſubmit to every inconvenience; and we choſe 


had diſcovered, unexplored, and give colour to a charge of 
* timidity and irreſolution *.* 


The captain reſolved to keep the main land « on board i in bis 


the reef, it might have carried him ſo far from the coaſt as to 
prevent his being able to determine whether this country joined 


lad left undecided, and which Captain Cook was s determined to 


* Hawkef, 1 in. 


than. 1) or 18 at the height of the tide; the difference between A. D. 
high and low water, at ſpring tides, being about 9 feet. At 1770. 


cloſe upon the board all the way; and the ſituation of the har- 

' hour may always be found by the latitude, which has been very 
accurately laid down. 
The captain having refitted at this place, where the prindoat/ FO 
refreſhment to be procured was turtle, and a plant called, in 
the Weſt Indies, Indian kale, ſet fail the beginning of Auguſt, 
to examine the northern extremity of the country, The rocks 
and ſhoals off this coaſt are more dangerous, perhaps,* than in 


in a ſurf which no rocks or ſtorms in the northern hemiſphere 
can produce. The danger of navigating the unknown parts of 
this ocean was greatly increaſed to our adventurers, by their 


other neceſſary. “ Vet,“ ſays Captain Cook, “ the diſtinction 
d of the firſt diſcoverers made us cheerfully encounter every 


« rather to incur the cenſure of imprudence and temerity, which 
the idle and voluptuous ſo liberally beſtow upon unſucceſsful 
e fortitude and perſeverance, than leave a country which we 


future route to the northward; becauſe, if he had gone without 


to New Guinea. This was a queſtion which former navigators 


decide. 
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A. D. decide. In the execution of this entcrprize, he braved ſuch 
1770- dangers as would have appalled the reſolution of any man whoſe 
ſpirit tor difcovery had not extinguiſhed all regard to perſonal 
ſafety. He found the two countries to be divided by a narroy 
ſea, or ſtreight, the north-eaſt entrance of which lies in tlie 
latitude of 10 degrees 39 minutes fouth, and in the longitude of 
218 degrees-30 minutes weſt. It is formed by the nortuern 
extremity of New Holland, and a congeries of iſlands, which, 
it is probable, extend all the way to New Guinea. T heſc :{lands 
ditfer very much in height and circuit, and many of them ſcem. 
ed to be well clothed with date and wood, DG well peopled 
with inhabitants. 
To this channel or paſſage the captain gave the name of En- 
deavo our Streigbts. Its length from norih-ecaſt to ſouth-weſt is 
ten leagucs, and its breadth five leagues, except at the north. eaſt 
entrance, where it is leſs than two miles, being contracted by 
the iſlands which ly there. On one of theſe iſlands the captain 
took poſſeſſion of the eaſtern coaſt of New Holland, from the 
latitude of 38 degrees to 10 degrees 30 minutes ſouth, in the 
name of his majeſty King George the Third, and diſtinguithed 
that immenſe extent of country by the appellation of New South 
Wales. The aſcertaining of the diviſion between New Holland 
and New Guinea was the laſt diſcovery made by Captain Cook 
in this voyage. He was now arrived in ſeas which had been al- 


| ready navigated, and where every coaſt had been laid down by 
Dutch or Spanith navigators. Inſtead, therefore, of following KB 
this judicious and enterpriling adventurer in his navigation to the i 
ile of Java, and his voyage homeward, it is proper to look 9 


back, and conſider the information that may be derived from 
his diſcoveries relative to New Holland. 

T bis immenſe iſland, for ſuch is the title by which it dem to 
be improperly diſtinguiſhed, exceeds in magnitude the habitable 

parts of the contiuent of Europe extending from 10 degrecs 
to 44 degrees ſouth, between 110 degrees and 154 degrees alt, 
It received the name of Holland from its haying been chiefly | 

explored by Dutch navigators. The land firſt diſcovered | in thole | 
Parts was called Eeendraght, or Concord Land, from the name 


of the ſis which made the diſcovery in 1616, Two years | 
| 5 aftel 5 | 
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after; another part of this coaſt was diſcovered by Zeachen, A. D. 
who gave it the name of Arnheim and Diemen, though a dif- 1770+ 
ferent part from what received the name of Diemen's Land from 
(man 3 the latter being the ſouthern extremity of the iſland, 
whereas the former lies in 15 degrees ſouth. Van Meitz, Car- 
peuter, and Dampier diſcovered different parts of the colt 
but our information derived from all theſe adventurers was no- 
thing in e of what we have received from Captain 
Cook. | 
"The whole eaten coaſt of New Holland i is well watered by 
brooks and ſprings, but there are no great rivers. The face of 
the country, every where bleak and barren, is conſiderably leſs 
{ towards the ſouth, where the trees are taller and the herbage 
richer; but no underwood is any where to be ſeen. There are 
but ' two forts of timber trees, the gum tree and the pine; the 
elculent plants are few, but there are a variety of fuch as grati- 
fy the curigſity of the botaniſt. The ſpecies of birds are nume- 
ons, and many of exquiſite beauty. Venomous ſerpents abound, 
and great variety of reptiles, moſt of which are harmleſs. The 
createlt natural curiotity in this country is the ant, of which 
there are ſeveral forts. One is green, and builds its neſt upon 
trees, by bending down the leaves, and gluing the points of 
them together, 1o as to form a purſe. The viſcus uſed for this 
purpoſe is an animal juice, which nature has enabled them to 
| by eborate. Thouſands of theſe buſy inſects were ſeen uſing all 
ring their ſtrength to hold the leaves in a proper polition, while other 
the mduſtrious multitudes were employed within, in applying the 
look | gluten. “ To ſatisly ourſelves,” ſays Captain Cook, „that the 
rom « leaves were bent and held down by theſe diminutive artificers, 

« we diſturbed them in their work, and as ſoon as they were 
e driven from: their ſtation, the leaves! in which they were em- 
table « ployed ſprung up with a force much greater than we could 
grees lune thought them able to conquer by any combination of 
caſt. their ſtrength. But though we gratified our curiolity at their 
hiefly | pence, the injury did not paſs unrevenged, for thouſands 
thole 1 mmediately threw themſelves upon as, and gave us intolera- 
name 62 pain with their ſtings, eſpecially thoſe which took poſſeſ. 
years tion of our necks and our hair, from which they were not 


ns to 
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aitely 4 Ealtiy driven.“ 'There is another ſpecies, poſſeſling no power 
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A. D. of tormenting, and reſembling the white ants of the Caſt In. 
1770. dies. Theſe conſtruct neſts upon the branches of trees three or 


glutinous matter, with which nature has furniſhed them. Up- 
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have alſo another houſe built upon the ground, generally at the | 


times more than ſix feet high, and nearly as much in diameter, 
The outſide of theſe is compoſed of well tempered clay, about 


NAVAL HISTORY 


four times as big as a man's head; the materials of Which are 
formed of ſmall parts of vegetables kneaded together, with 3 
on breaking the outſide cruſt of this dwelling, innumerable cells, 
furniſhed with inhabitants, appear in a great variety of winding 
directions, all communicating with each other, and with ſeveral 
apertures which lead to other neſts upon the ſame tree. They 


root of a tree; and formed like an Irregularly ſided cone, ſome. 


two inches thick, and within are the cells, which have no open- | 
ing outward, Between theſe two dwellings, one of which is 
their ſummer, and the other their winter reſidence, there is x . 
communication by a large avenue, or covered way, leading to | 
the ground by a ſubterrineous paſſage. The fiſh here are 
of kinds unknown to Europe, except the ſhell-fiſſi and the i 
mullet. Upon the ſhoals and reef are the fineſt green turile in X 
the world, and oyſters of various kinds, particularly the rock 
_ oyſter, and the pearl oyſter. In the rivulets and alt creeks are t 
alligators. e „ N i 
This extenſive country is very thinly inhabited, and that by . 
men in the loweſt ſtage of ſavage life. On the coaſt the natives . 
never appeared in larger companies than thirty together, and the (0 
ground being entirely uncultivated, they drew their principal ſub-| 1 
ſiſtence from the ſea. It is probable that the inland parts of tie - 
country are totally deſtitute of inhabitants. The only tribe with q 
which any intercourſe was eſtabliſhed, conſiſted of 21 perſons, 11 
12 men, ) women, a boy and a girl. The men are middle fach, 
clean limbed, and remarkably vigorous and nimble. Thel 5 
countenances are expreſſive; their voice ſoft and effeminate; Wa i 
their bodies encruſted with dirt, which makes them appear ale # 
moſt as black as negroes. They crop their black hair, and kee 10 
their beards ſhort by ſinging them. The women were newer it 
ſeen but at a diſtance, for when the men croſſed the river to tig 3 
ſhip they left them behind. Neither ſex have any conſcious 15 


p 


ſenſe of indecency in diſcovering the whole body. They rece! 
2 | 
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ved the hinge that were given them, but were inſenſible to all A.D. 
the ſigns that were made that ſomething was expected in return. 1770. 
Many of the trinkets that had been given them were afterwards 
found thrown negligently away in the woods, like the play- 
things of children, which pleaſe only when they are new. The 
bodies of many were marked with large ſcars, inflicted with 
ſome blunt inſtrument, and which they ſignified by ſigns to have : 
deen memorials of grief for the dead. There was no appear- 
ance of a town or village in the whole iſland; their houſes 
were framed without art or mduſtry ; ſome of them only ſuffi- 
cient for a man to ſtand upright in, but not large enough for. -. 
kim to extend his length in any direCtion. They are built with 
pliable rods, about the thickneſs of a man's finger, in the form 
of an oven, and covered with palm leaves and bark. The door is 
a large hole. Under theſe houſes or ſheds they ſleep, coiled up 
with their heels to their head, in which poſition one of the 
honſes will hold three or four perſons. Towards the north of 
the iſland theſe houſes were made ſtill ſlighter; one fide being 
entirely open, and none of them above four feet deep. Theſe 
hovels were ſet up occaſionally by a wandering hord, in any 
place that would furniſh them for a time with ſubſiſtence, and 

left behind them when they removed to another ſpot. When 
they mean to continue only a night or two at a place, they ſicep 
vithout any ſhelter except the buſhes and graſs, the latter of 
which is here near two feet high. They have a ſmall bag, about 
the fize of a moderate cabbage net, which the men carry upon 
their back by a ſtring that paſſes over their heads. It generally | 
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contains a lump of paint and roſin, ſome' fiſh-hooks'and lines, 
ſhells of which their hooks are made, a few points of dart, | 
and ornaments of ſhells and bones, with which they adorn their 8 
vriſts and noſes, This is the whole inventary of the richeſt _ | 
man among them. They are unacquainted with the uſe oF nets 

in hing. Their fiſhi-hodks are neatly made, and ſome of theo. 
extremely ſmall, For ſtriking turtle they have a peg of wood, 
bout a foot long, and well bearded ; this fits into a ſocket at 
tic end of à ſtaff of light wood, as thick as a mays wriſt, and 
gut feet long. To the RAP is tied one end of-a looſe- nne, 


about four fung long, the other end of which is Filtered to. 
For. IV. 8 he : 
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A. D. the peg. To ſtrike the turtle the peg is fixed into the ſock 
- #790. and when it has entered his body, and is retained there by the 
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etz 


barb, the ſtaff flies off, and ſerves for a float to chaſe their yic. 
tim in the water. It aſſiſts alſo to tire him, till they can over. 
take him with their canoes, and haul him aſhore, Their lines 
are made of the fibres of a vegetable, and are from the thick. 
neſs of half an inch to the fineneſs of an hair. 'They bake their 
proviſions by the help of hot ſtones, like the inhabitants of the 
South-ſea iſlands. They produce fire with great facility, and 
ſpread it in a wonderful manner. For this purpoſe they take two 
pieces of dry ſoft wood. The one is flat, the other a ſtick with 
an obtuſe point at one end. This they preſs upon the other, and 
turn it nimbly by holding it between both hands as we do: 
chocolate mill. By this method they get fire in leſs than two | 
minutes, and from the ſmalleſt ſpark increaſe it with great ſpeed 
and dexterity. 60 We have often ſeen,” | ſays Captain Cook, 
cc one of them run along the thore, to all appearance with no- 
« thing in his hand, who ftooping down for a moment, at the 
&« diſtance of every fifty or an hundred yards, left fire behind 
« him, as we could ſee, firſt by the ſmoke, and then by the 
ce flame among the drift wood, and other litter that was ſcat- 
ce tered along the place. We had the curioſity to examine ont 
cc of the planters of fire when he ſet off, and we faw hin 
ee wrap up a ſmall ſpark in dry graſs, which, when he had run 
© alittle way, having been fanned by the air which his motion 
4 produced, began to blaze. He then laid it down in a place | 
4 convenient for his purpoſe, incloſing a ſpark of it in another 
cc quantity of graſs, and ſo continued his courſe.” Their wet | 
pons are ſpears or lances ; ſome have four prongs pointed with 
bone and barbed. To the northward the lance has but one | 
point; the ſhaft is made of cane, ftraight and light, from eight 
to fourteen feet long, conſiſting of ſeveral joints, where the 
pieces are let into each other and bound together. The points 
of theſe darts are either of hard heavy wood, or bones of filk: 
thoſe of wood are ſometimes armed with ſharp pieces of broken 
Hells ſtuck in, and at the junctures covered with roſin. The 
canoes to the northward are not made of bark, but of the trunk 
of a tree hollowed by fire; and none of them carry more = 
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ſhape of a wedge; a wooden wallet, and ſome awkward in- 
ſtruments, or rather fragments of ſhells and coral. The uncul- 
tirated ſtate of the inhabitants of New Holland; their total 


K. ignorance of agriculture, and the arts moſt neceſſary to human 
ir life, accounts for their being found in very ſmall numbers toge - 
he ther. They could not live in large ſocieties without being ex- 


poſed to periſh for want of the neceſſaries of life. But it is 
hard to ſay how there comes to be ſo very few of theſe little 
| wandering communities in a country of ſuch amazing extent; 
and whether they are thinned by civil broils, excited by the 
S horrid appetite of devouring each other, that prevails in' New 
| Zealand, or that their population is prevented by any other 


little diſtance from New Guinea, they have never in all proba- 
bility viſited that iſland. If they had, the cocoa nuts, bread ; 


the fruits, plantains, and other vegetables, which abound there, 
hind would naturally have been tranſplanted to New Holland. But 
the no traces of them are to be found; and the miſerable inhabi- 
ſcat- WW tants, deſtitute of all neceſſaries but what they procure by. 
one filhing, unacquainted with the uſe of clothes to defend them 
him againſt the rigour of the elements, and unprepared to live in 
Irn ſuch numbers together, as might enable them to obtain the 
otion | ſmalleſt degree of knowledge even in the rude arts of unculti- 
place rated life, are reduced to the loweſt condition in which the 
other human ſpecies have ever been diſcovered in any part of the globe. 
Wea- Yet men ſunk in this humiliating ſtate preſent us with the ru- 

| with diments of all the arts and paſſions which diſtinguiſh the great- 

t one lt and moſt poliſhed nations. Their contrivances for fiſhing | 
eight prove them capable to attain the higheſt pitch of mechanical 
e the BIN ingenuity, Their regard to ſeparate property ſhows them as 
points lulceptible of avarice as they are ſenſible to the dictates of juſ- 

f fiſh: tice; and their attempts, however awkward, to adorn their 
roken perſons, indicate a deſire to pleaſe, and to render themſelves _ 
The mutually agreeable, One advantage of thefe voyages into di- 
1 | tant lands js to furniſh materials for the hiſtory of man. They 


pore, beyond the poſſibility of diſpute, the elevation and dig- | 
. e 


ſour people. The only tools ſeen among them are the adze, A. D. 
uretchedly made of ſtone; ſome ſmall pieces of ſtone in the 177%» 


cauſes, cannot be aſcertained. Though their country is at ſlo 
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A. D. nity of his nature; for, how unfortunate ſoever his external 
1770. circumſtances, he diſcovers himſelf, by the plaineſt marks, to 

poſſeſs the ſeeds of all thoſe various attainments which diſtin. 
guiſh the heroes and ſages of the moſt enlightened Periods, 
It is equally agreeable to the writer and reader to dwell on 
the brilliant and nſeful diſcoveries of Britiſh navigators in diſtant 
parts; and it is extremely mortifying to be obliged to return 
from this pleaſing theme, to record the unhappy meaſures of 
the Britiſh adminiſtration, which have involved the navy, the 
army, and the whole empire in circumſtances not leſs diſgrace. 
ful than calamitous and aflliting. It would not, however, he 
agreeable to the truth of hiſtory entirely to aſcribe the diſtreſ. 
ſing ſcenes which followed, to the negligence and incapacity of 
miniſters. Notorious as theſc have appeared, the ſituation and 
haviour of the nation at large ſeemed to forebode ſome fatal 
calamity. Intoxicated with more than expected proſperity, the 
people, at the cloſe of the late war, were ſeized with an extra- 
vagant degree of giddy inſolence, which made them deſpiſe the 
reſt of mankind. In an overgrown and wealthy capital, where 
every capricious abſurdity is apt to be carried to the moſt vicious 
exceſs, the vulgar were taught to ſpurn at regularity, ſubordi 
Nation, and Jaw. From reſentment, envy, and the worlt paſſions | 
Incident ro the human frame, the meaneſt of mankind were,ca- 
pable of throwing the nation into confuſion ; of heaping an | 
oppreſſive weight of popular odium on the ſervants of tbe 
crown; and, however defective their dexterity, yet working 
with ſuch ſturdy engines as the ignorant prejudices of a licentious 
rabble, they were able to divide the one half of the iſland againſt | 
the other. Our enemies ſaw with pleaſure the effect of their 
wretched cabals, which were not more def; picable i in themſelves | 
than deſtructive in their conſequences: France and Spain learn 
ed with inexpreflible joy the reſpectable employment of the 
Þritith parliament in the never-ending debates concerning the 
expulſion of Mr Wilkes; in which, in their opinion, the queſtion } 
was, to decide whether an out-law, a bankrupt, and an impious 
bla phemer, ſhould be appointed to defend the laws, the property 
and) religion of England, They were charmed with the petitions | 


and remonſtrances of the city of London, and were 2 p 
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6nd the Engliſh miniſters too much employed in an altercation A. D. 
) with the magiſtrates of the metropolis, and in quieting the un- 1770. 
R happy riots which clamorous incendiaries had excited among 
| the people at home, to engage in vigorous meaſures for re- eſta- 
n bliſhing their authority in America. | 8 5 
it he conduct of adminiſtration, with regard to this country, 
n was beyond any thing that their moſt ſanguine wiſhes could have 
of hoped. Contradictory inſtructions given to the governors; tax- 
he es impoſed and repealed again and again; aſſemblies called and | | 
to diſtolved, and allowed to fit again without diſayowing the mea= _ | 
be {ures which had occaſioned their former diſſolution; troops ſent, 
ef. driven out, with many alternate propoſals of violence and ſub- 
of miſſion ; treaſons charged, adopted by parliament, not proved, 
ind nor attempted to be proved, neither detected nor puniſhed. — - 
atal The adminiſtration of Lord North, who, already chancellor of 
the the exchequer, was in the beginning of 1770 appointed firſt 
tra- lord of the treafury, did not announce any alteration in the 
the heſitating, ambiguous conduct which had been hitherto main- 
here tained. The firſt meaſure which he adopted relative to America 
ious was to bring in a bill for a repeal of part of an act paſſed in the 
ordi- ſeventh of his preſent majeſty, eſtabliſhing duties on paper, 
Tons painters colours, glaſs, and tea. The duties on the other arti- 
e, ca- cles were aboliſhed; that on tea only was continued. The 
g n motives aſſigned for the bringing in this bill, were the danger- 
{ the 


ous combinations which theſe duties had piyen birth to beyond 
the Atlantic, and the diſſatisfaction which they had created at 
home, among the merchants trading to the colonies, It did 
no: fail to be remarked on this occaſion, that while the mini- 
ſter condemned theſe duties in the groſs, and the law upon 
which they were founded as ſo abſurd and prepoſterous that it 
vas altoniſhing how it could originate in a Britiſh houſe of com- 
mons, he yet, notwithſtanding this decifive declaration, propo- 
ied a repeal of but part of the law, and till continued the duty 
en tra, leſt he ſhould be thought to give way to American 


rking 
ntious 
gaipſt 
their 

alelves 
learn- 
of the | 
ing the 
ueſtion 


mpious ideas, and to take away the impoſitions, as having been contra- 
ropert) iy to the rights of the colonies. Another inconſiſtence, not leſs 


etitions 
glad o 
find 


plarins, an 


a of ſtill more importance, was the declaring the law 
PLMNNCR, While no vigorous ſtep was taken to enforce it. 
5 N | Great 
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A. D. Great Britain, diſturbed by factious riots at home, and threz. 
1770. tened with a rebellion in America, was to be inſulted by the un. 
provoked hoſtility of foreign powers. Our unhappy inteſtine 
diviſions, which had gradually ſpread from the convulſions in 
the capital to the remoteſt parts of the empire, had ſo filled the 
hands and engaged the thoughts of government, that little at. 
tention either had or could for ſome time paſt have been given 
to our foreign intereſts, Thus convulſed at home, and in » 
ſtate of contention with our colonies, already productive of the 
| moſt alarming appearances, it was not to be ſuppoſed, from the 
known ſyſtems of policy eſtabliſhed and practiſed among rival 
ſtates, that ſuch evident opportunities of advantage would be 
_ overlooked by the natural and ever-watchful enemies of Great 
Britain. The ſtate of France, indeed, being nearly as unfortunate 
as our own, prevented that kingdom from expreſſing her ſecret 
_ animoſity. But the principles of the family compact actuated 
every member of the houſe of Bourbon; and a ſtroke was at 
this time aimed by Spain which affected the honour of the Bri. 
tiſh flag, and tarniſhed the recent glory of the nation. 
The firſt diſcovery, the ſituation and the importance of Falk. 
land iſlands, have already been deſcribed. Gold and filver 
deing almoſt the only objects which excited the attention of the 
| firſt diſcoverers and conquerors of the new world, theſe iſlands 
producing nothing of this kind were neglected for almoſt two 
ecnturies. Experience, and the extenſion of commerce, have 
at length ſhewn the probability that the ſouthern parts of the 
new world afford other commodities, which may be turned to 
as great advantage by induftrious nations as mines of gold and 
filver. In particular it is thought, that the greateſt and moſt 
advantageous fiſhery in the world might be eſtabliſhed there; 
and navigators ſay, that an hundred whales are to be met with 
in the high ſouthern latitudes, for one that is to be found on the 
coaſt of Greenland. Beſides this motive, which was alone ſut- 
ficient to excite the enterprize of a commercial nation, Lord 
Anſon's voyage fully explained the advantages that would refult | 
to England, in time of war, from having a friendly port and 
place of refreſhmeng. conſiderably more to the ſouth, and much | 
nearer Cape Horn than the Brazils. The jealous and Te | 
| | Nr on lt MI Able 
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able character of the American Portugueſe, which rendered it A. D. 
| defireable to avoid all dependence on ſuch inſidious and contemp- 1770 
tle allies z the great length of the voyage, by which the vi- 
gour and health of the men, as well as water and other provi- 
bons, were exhauſted before they arrived at the place of action; 
were the principal inducements mentioned by Lord Anſon for 
carrying this meaſure into execution. He pointed out the place 
moſt proper for forming the eſtabliſhment, and, when at the head 
of the admiralty, made preparations for ſending frigates to make 
diſcoveries in thoſe ſeas, and particularly to examine the condi- 
tion and circumſtances of the above-mentioned iflands. But 
this project was not ſo cautiouſly conducted as to eſcape the vi- 
gilance of the court of Spain, who made ſuch repreſentations | 
on this ſubject to the Britiſh miniſtry that the ſcheme was for 
the preſent laid aſide, and continued dormant till the concluſion _ 
of the laſt war, when it was again revived by the earl of Eg- 
mont, who then preſided in the admiralty. Accordingly Com- 
modore Byron was ſent out in the year 1764, the ſucceſs of 
whoſe expedition we have already related. About the ſame 
time Mr. Bougainville failed into thoſe ſeas to make diſcoveries 
for the crown of France, and touched at Falkland's Tlands. 
But, in a requiſition of the court of Spain, the French eaſily 
{old or ceded all right to any property in what is called the Ma- 
gellanica regions; with which ſale or diſpoſition it appears that 
Great Britain was not acquainted, nor even with any ſettle- 
ments ever formed there by the French n. 
In the year 1769 there was an Engliſh frigate and a ſloop upon 
that ſtation z and Captain Hunt of the Tamer frigate, cruifing 
off Falkland's Iſlands, fell in with a Spaniſh ſchooner belonging 
to Port Solidad taking a ſurvey of them. The Engliſh captain, 
According to the orders which he had received, defired the 
dpaniard to depart from that coaſt, as belonging to his Britan- 
nic majeſty. The ſchooner departed, but returned in two days 
| after, and brought on board an officer with letters and a preſent. 
from Don Philip Ruez Puenta, the Spaniſh governor of Port 
validad, Theſe letters were couched in terms of apparent civi- 
ly. Don Ruez affected to diſbelieve the report of the captain 
et the ſchooner, and attributed Captain Hunt's being in thoſe 

8 fe -leas 
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A. D. ſeas to chance or ſtreſs of weather. He offered him upon that 
1770. preſumption every refreſhment, and all acts of kindneſs in hi 
power; but if the improbable account which he had received 
| ſhould happen to be true, he warned the Engliſh captain of 
his danger, reminded him of the violation of treaties, and the 
ſole dominion of the king of Spain in thoſe ſeas; and at the 
ſame time authorized the Spaniſh officer to order the Eng! ih 

y ſubjects immediately to depart. 
Captain Hunt, in an{wer to the Spaniſh officer with 1 
the governor had defired him to correſpond, aſſerted the ole 
dominion of his Britannic majeſty, as well by right of ditcovery 
as ſettlement, and warned the Spaniards in his name, and by 
His orders, to depart the iſlands, and allowed them fix months 
from the date of the letter to prepare for their departure, The 
 Hpaniſh officer made a formal proteſt, as well upon the grounds 
already mentioned as upon Captain Hunt's refufing to allow him 
to viſit the ſettlement, and his threatening to fire into the Spa- 
niſh ſchooner upon her attempting to enter the harbour; heal. 
{o proteſted againſt the captain's going to Solidad which he had 
Propoſed in an amicable manner, and declared that | it ſhould be 
conſidered as an inſult. 192 
About two months after this tranfaction, two Spaniſh {ona 
of conſiderable force, with troops on board for the new ſettle- | 
ment, arrived at Port Egmont, the principal place in Falkland's 
Iſlands, under pretence of wanting water. The commander in | 
chief wrote a letter to Captain Hunt, in vhichche expreſſed } 
| great aſtoniſhment at ſeeing an Engliſh flag flying, and a kind 
. bol fettlement formed ; charged him with a violation of the laſt 
| peace, and proteſted againſt the meaſure in all ; its parts, at the 
ſame time declaring he would abſtain from any other mannet 
of proceeding until he had acquainted his Catholic majeſty with 
this diſagreeable tranſaction. Captain Hunt, as before, found- 
. dd his poſſeſſion on the claim of right, juſtified his conduet by | 
I the orders of his ſovereign, and again e the en to 
I! | |  Cepart totally from thoſe iſlands. _, __ 

Ihe Spaniſh frigates having continued . days at Port Eg. 
mont, during which time they were ſupplied with water, and 


treated with Fen civility by our people, departed ſen? 
| 5 0 Ee, without | 
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| without any hoſtile intention. But Captain Hunt, dreading the A. D. 
conſequences which foon followed, thought proper to return as 1770. 
ſoon as poſſible to England; to give an account of what had 


n of | 
| the the Favourite ſloop, Captain Maltby, which, with the Swift, 
the Captain Farmer, each of 16 guns, formed the whole force upon 


being overſet in the Streights of Magellan where ſhe had gone 


the moſt boiſterous ſeas in the world. They arrived at Port 


treſſed companions. : 
It was not long after this dread 
liverance, when a Spaniſh frigate came into the ſame port, under 


peared that they had been only 26 days at fea, had parted from 


ripates | 
ſettle. 
cland's 
ider in 
preſſed 
a kind 
the laſt 
at the 
manner 


lar fortification. 


tions now remained, Captain Farmer ordered moſt of the officers 


ty with and men who had belonged to the Swift to come on ſhore to 
ST the defence of the ſettlement, while Captain Maltby began to 
duct by bring the Favourite near to the Cove. Upon the firſt motion 
zds to of the Favourite one of the Spaniſh frigates ſent an officer on 


wt 16 fre into his veſſel. He, however, got under fail; regardleſs of 


il 1 menace: the frigate fired two ſhot, which fell to leeward 
eming! 1 * 3 


without 


paſſed to the admiraty. He was ſucceeded at Port Egmont by 


that ſtation. Even this was unfortunately leſſened, the Swift 


to make diſcoveries. The people, except three, were happily 
ſared, by the fortitude and conſtancy of a few of their number, 
who, in an open cutter, undertook a voyage of three weeks in 


Egmont, and brought the Favourite to the relief of their diſ- 
ul danger and unexpected de- 


pretence that ſhe had been fifty-three days from Buenos Ayres, 
and was diſtreſſed for water: but three days after, her conſorts, 
confiſting of four other frigates, alſo arrived, and it ſoon ap- 


the firſt in a gale of wind, and, inſtead of being in their way 
to Port Solidad, were now arrived at their place of deſtination. 
Theſe five frigates carried 134 pieces of cannon, and had N 
board between 16 and 1700 men, including ſoldiers and ma- 
rines ; beſides which, they had brought with them a train of 
artillery, and other materials ſufficient to have inveſted a regu- 


| A Spaniſh broad pendant was immediately hoiſted on the ar- 
rival of the four laſt frigates, and as no doubt of their inten- 


bard to acquaint the captain; that if he weighed they would 


of 
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A. D. of him; ; and three of the Spaniſh veſſels got unger way, and 
1770. worked to windward as he did. 


cably adjuſted between their reſpective courts. 
expectation, they ſhould endeavour to maintain the ſettlement, 


The whole ſtrength of the Engliſh in "ths iſland confiſted 1 in 
a wooden block-houſe, which had not even a port-hole in it, 


and only four pieces of cannon, which were ſunk in the mud, 
to defend it. From the firſt appearance of the Spaniſh force, 
Captain Farmer had been active in clearing the ſtores out of the 


block-houſe, and in endeavouring to make it as defenſible as its 
nature would permit. He raiſed the cannon, cleared the plat- 
form, and cut out port- -holes. In the mean time letters were 
feat from the Spanith commodore to both the captains ſeparate- 
ly, requeſting them in the politeſt terms to conſider his great 


power, and their own defenceleſs ſituation; and that they would, 
by quitting the place, prevent his being under the diſagreeable 
neceſſity to proceed to hoſtilities. Theſe were followed by ano- 


ther the next day in which he offered, if they would quietly, 
and with good-will, abandon Port Egmont, he would peaceably 


put his troops on ſhore, and treat them with all the conſidera- 


tion which the harmony ſubſiſting between the two powers re- 


quired; that he would allow them to carry away all their pro- 
perty, and give them a receipt for any part of it they might 


chuſe to leave behind, in order that the matter might be ami- 


he would then proceed to the accompliſhment of his orders; 
and in that caſe threatened them with an attack by ſea and land, 


expatiating in a pompous ſtyle on the ſpirit and brilliancy which I 
they would experience in his military and naval forces. He 3 
concluded by requiring a categorical anbwer 1 in fitteen minutes 
5 after the receipt of his letter. ; FE 
Io this arbitrary ſummons the Britiſh of cers replied, that Y 
words are not always deemed hoſtilities, and that it was impol- 3 
ſibie for them to believe he ſhould venture in a time of profound 
© peace, and when by his own acknowledgment the moſt perfect ; 
har mony ſubſiſted between the two courts, to commit an act of | 
That the king of Great Britain was 
; able to defend the honour of his flag, and to protect the ſecu- f 


rity of his donlinions in all parts of the world: and, had even 


the moit fatal tendency. 


\ 


If contrary io 
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1 fhorter time than fifteen minutes been allowed them to deli- A. IB. i 
berate, it could not alter their determined reſolution to defend 1770. 18 
the charge entruſted to them to the utmoſt of their abilities. 1 
Previous to the deſigned attack the Spaniſh commodore de- * 
Gred that ſome of our officers might be ſent io view the number 1 
and condition of the troops and artillery which he intended to F; 
Ind, in order to perſuade the Engliſh captains of the incffic.cy . 
of their obſtinate reſiſtance to his commands. Thie was com- i 
| plied with; but without ſhak ing the Britiſh reſolution. The * 
, Spaniſh frigates then warped in cloſe to the ſhore, and moored . 
; head and ſtern oppolite to the block-houſe and battery. The 1 
5 ſame evening, the gth of June, Captain Maltby came on ſhore by 
I with fifty of the Favourite's men, who brought with them two | th: 
= ſix-pounders, ten ſwivels, and a quantity of ſmall arms and | il! 
* ammunition. The next morning a part of the Spaniſh troops | 
0 and artillery landed, about half a mile to the northward of dur { [ | 
il people; and when they had advanced half way from the place 1 
. of their landing, the reſt of the boats, with the remainder of 
* the troops and artillery, put off from one of the Spaniſh tri- 
9. gates, and rowed right in for the Cove, being covered by the 
tht fir2 of the frigates, whoſe ſhot went over the block-houſe. 


ni- | | T he Engliſh fired ſome ſhot z but ſeeing the impeſſibil'ty of 
10 defending the ſettlement, and the Spaniards having now broke 


ent, through all the limits of peace and amity, ſo that their hoſtility 5 
183 could neither be denied nor explained away, our officers with „ 
ind, great addreſs having brought the affair to that point which they Þ 
nich red, determined with equal propriety to fave the valuable "i 
He I lives of their people who muit have been unavoidably cut Off . 
utes 3 in this unequal conteſt. Accordingly they hung out a flag of BY 
re, and demanded articles of capitulation. 9 
that de ſubſtance of theſe articles, concluded between the Eng- || 
npol- | iſ caprains on one hand, and Don John Ignatio Madariaga, | i 
und ö n1jor-general of the royal navy of Spain, on the other, was, | | | 
erfect t tht the Britiſh ſubjects ſhould be allowed to depart in the Fa- | 
act of rote, and to take with them ſuch of their ſtores as they | | 
in wa | tough proper; that an inventory ſhould be made of the. re- | | | 
To RIM which were to be depoſited in the hands of the gover- | 
4 even rot Solidad, who became anſwerable for them; that the 


= 
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$779. cop; but that they were to exerciſe no juriſdiction except over 


their own people; nor to appear under arms until the time of em- 
barkation, to which they were to march out with drums beating 
and colours flying. Vbere was a reſtriction with regard to the 


time of their departure, until the governor of Solidad or his 
deputy, ſhould arrive to make the inventories, and to take charge 
-: 0s the ſtores, For the better ſecurity of this limitation a new 


and wanton inſult was offered ta the Britiſh flag, the Favourites 
rudder being forcibly taken away, and kept on ſhore during the 
time of their detention. The account of the violent tranſac- 
tions of the Spaniards at Falkland's Iſlands, previous to this 
open and unprovoked hoſtility, was brought to England by Cap- 


tain Hunt early in the month of June. Ihe nation heard the 


news with indignation and reſentment; eſpecially as they had 
already much reaſon to complain of the ungenerous conduct of 


the Spaniards m detaining ſome thoutands of Engitſh priſoners, 


ſeized under pretence of carrying on an illicit trade by the Spa- 
11ſh guarda coſtas. The neceffity of putting ourſelves in a 


5 reſpectable condition of defence was inſiſted on by the moſt po- 


pular members in both houſes. Their partizans clamoured a- 
gainſt the tamenefs of adminiſtration, and maintuined the neceſ- 
lity of an immediate declaration of war, in order to diſappoint 
the perfidious deſigns of our ancient and inveterate enemies. 
The malignant nature of theſe defigns, it Was ſaid, appeared 
too eridentiy in a dreadful national calamity, which happened 
about this time, in the conflagration at Portimouth. An event 


ſo prejudicial to our maritime ſtrength, attended with ſuch cri- 


tical circumſtances, was conſidered as a part of a great and ſet- 


led plan for the reduction of our power and opulence. The {| 


lire which happened about the ſame time in Peterſburgh, and 
which was allo accompanied by ſome aiarming particulars, did 
got leſſen the ſuſpicion on this occaiion ; and the reward of a | 
thouſand pounds offered by government, in the Gazette, for | 
the diſcovery of thoſe who had occaſioned the fire io the dock- | 


| yard at Portſmouth, added a new cauſe of Jealouly and a N 
ruſt: 2 


or KiNG GEORGE m. 333 
The - loſs ſuſtained by the fire was ſuppoſed, according to the A. D, 


grſt looſe calculations, to amount to half a million, but by later 177. 


and more accurate eſtimates, is made to be only 150,c001. 
which is comparatively nothing to the dreadful conſequences 
that muſt have enſued, without a ſpeedy and effeCtual afliſtance, 
The quantity of ſtores conſumed was ſupplied with great expe- 
dition from the other docks; the public buildings and work- 
houſes were ſoon reſtored; and the loſs thus rendered of very 
little conſequence to our marine in general. 

Notwithſtanding the alarm occaſioned by theſe tranſackions! in 
the nation, the miniſtry made little preparation for war. Some 
ſhips indeed were put into commiſſion, and there was greater | 
buitle in the dock-yards than in the time of profound tranquil- 
lty. It was not, however, till the latter part of Auguſt, that 
| wks were opened at the ports for manning ſixteen fail of the 
line; and preſs-warrants were not iflued till near a month after. 
Much about this time the Favourite returned with our people | 
from Falkland's lands ; but notwithſtanding the melancholy 

ſtory which they told, to the diſgrace of the Engliſh name, ſuch 
was the licentiouſneſs and depravity of the times, that even the 
manaing of the navy met with great difficulties. The legality of 
preſo-warrants was publicly called in queſtion, and the opinions 
of counlel applied to on the ſubject. In the city of London, 
upon the election of Alderman Croſby to the mayoralty, that 
mogiſtrate totally refuſed to back the preſs-warrants, and aſ- 
lerted, that the conſiderable bounty granted by the city was in- 
tended to prevent ſuch violences, Alderman Wilkes had be- 
fore diſcharged an imprefſed man. Such tranſactions will 
tranſmit in proper colours to poſterity the names of thoſe 
patriotic magiſtrates, who did their utmoſt to impede the pub- 
lic ſervice, when the ſecurity of the Britiſh dominions and the 
dignity of the crown were at ſtake. 

When the parliament was afſembled the 13th a November, : 
1770, the f. peech from the throne took notice that an immediate 
dennoch had been made from the court of Spain of ſuch ſatis- 
lion as there was a right to expect for the injury received; 
and at the fame time declared, that the preparations for war 

ound not be diſcontinued, until full reparation ſhould be 


obtained, 
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A. D.'obtdined, The addreſſes of both houſes of parliament were 
17790. ſpirited, and the ſtrongeſt and moſt unreſerved aſſurances were 


given, that every degree of requiſite ſupport ſhould be cheerfully 


granted. At the ſame time that the bleſſings of peace were ac- * 


knowledged, the fulleſt confidence was placed in his majeſty, 


that he would never be induced, by a miſtaken tenderneſs for 


the preſent caſe of the people, to ſacrifice their more eſſential and 
more laſting intereſts. So early as the 29th of November 40,000 


men were voted for the ſea ſervice; extenſive grants were af- 


terwards paſſed for the ordinary and ſupport of the navy; the 


land forces for home ſervice were augmented from about 17, 000 
to above 23,000 effective men; a new battalion was added to 


the ordnance, and a {mall addition made to the pay of the ſub. 


altern officers belonging to that corpe... 


As the ſeſſion advanced, the proſpect of peace ſeemed gra- 
dually to diminiſh. The negotiation and the tranquil intentions 


of Spain, which had been alledged by the miniſtry in anſwer to 
the clamours for immediate war, were no longer heard of, and | 
a ſtate of hoſtility with that country ſeemed to be conſidered as 


the probable iſſue of this affair. In fact, the negotiation was 
for a conſiderable time interrupted, and only renewed through 


the mediation of France, and finally concluded at the earneſt 


deſire of that court, and the terror inſ pired | into the Spaniards } 
by the vigour of the Britiſh preparations. 


About a fortnight before the arrival of our people: from 


Palkland's Iflands, a letter was received at the office of Lord 


Weymouth, ſecretary of ſtate for the ſouthern department, 


from Mr. Harris our miniſter at Madrid, acquainting govern- 


ment, that a ſhip had arrived from Buenos Ayres, with an ac- 


count of the intended expedition, its force, and the time fixed 
for its falling. At the ſame time Prince Maſſerano, the Spanilli 
ambaſſador, 2cquainted his lordſhip, that he had good reaſon to 


pelieve the governor of Buenos Ayres had taken it upon him to 
make uſe of force, in diſpoſſeſſing our people of Port Egmont; 
and that he was directed to make this communication to pre- 


vent the bad conſequences of its coming through other hands; | 


at the ſame time expreſſing his wiſhes, that whatever the tranſ- | 


actions” at. Port Egmont may Rav den, in conſequence of 2 
* Rep I 
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ſtep taken by the governor, without any particular inſtruction A. D. 
from his Catholic majeſty, they might not be productive of mea- 1770. 

ſures dangerous to the good enderſtanding between the two 

_ crowns. 

Lord Weymouth replied, that if force had been uſed i it was 

aitficult to ſee how the fatal conſequences could be avoided 

that the inſtructions given to the Britiſh officers at Falklands 

Iſlands were of the moſt pacific nature; but that ſtill the cir- 

cumftance of Mr. Buccarelli, the governor of Buenos Ayres, | 

having acted without orders, left an opening for conciliation, 

provided the ambaſſador would difavow the conduct of that 

gentleman. Prince Mafferano, however, declared, that he had 

no inſtructions to that purpoſe, but deprecated all reſolutions 

and meafures that might involve the two crowns in a war. 

Upon a ſecond conference with the ambaſſador, Lord Wey- 

mouth demanded, in his majeſty's name, as a ſpecific condition 

of preſerving the harmony between the courts, a diſavqwal of 

the proceedings at Port Egmont, and that the affairs of that 

ſettlement ſhould be reſtored to the preciſe ſtate in which they 

were previous to theſe proceedings. He at the ſame time ſent 

inſtructions to Mr. Harris, to inform Mr. Grimaldi the Spaniſh 

_ miniſter of ſtate of what had paſſed here, and of the propofed 

ſatisfaction, which alone could put it in his majeſty's power to 

ſuſpend his preparations for hoſtility. Mr. Grimaldi at firſt ex- 

preſſed himſelf in very vagne terms. He had reaſon to foreſee 

that ſome diſagreeable event would happen in the South ſeas, 

from the notorious diſapprobation of the court of Spain to any 

Britiſh eſtablifhments in thoſe parts. He could not blame the 

conduct of Mr. Buccarelli, as it was founded upon the laws of 

America, At the ſame time he wiſhed to have prevented this 

conduct, and had actually, upon the firſt ſurmiſe of the defign, 

deſpatched a veſſel from the Groyne, to hinder it from being 

put in execution; that the Spaniſh nation had fo little to get and 

ſo much to loſe by a war, that nothing but the laft extremity 

could reduce them to ſo violent a meaſure; and that the king. 

his maſter wiſhed only to act conſiſtentiy with his own honouf 

and the welfare of his people, and that ſo far as our demand 

| Vas compatible with thoke two Fan 1 was no doubt of 

| | its 
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A. D. its being agreed to. In a ſubſequent meeting he afitred the Bri- 
1779. tiſh envoy, that his Catholic majeſty: was determined to do eve: 
ry thing in his power to terminate this affair in an amicable 
manner: that inſtructions for this purpoſe had been tranſmit. 
ted to Prince Maflerano at the court of London, differing from 
the requiſition of that court in terms only, and not ellentially, 
fo that he had no doubt the reien which r contained 
would readily be adopted. 
Prince Maſſerano, accordingly, . a convention to 
Lord Weymouth, in which the king of Spain diſavowed any 
particular orders given to Mr. Bucearelli, at the ſame time that 
his majeſty allowed that governor had acted agreeably to his 
general inſtructions, and to the oath which his office obliged 
bim to take. He further ſtipulated the reſtitution of Falkland's 
Iſlands without prejudice to his Catholic majeſty's right; and he 
expected that the king of Great Britain would diſavow Captain 
Hunt's menace, which, he ſaid, gave immediate occaſion to the 
' Neps taken, by Mr. Buccarelli. To this it was anſwered, that 
when his Britannic majeſty s moderation condeſcended to de- 
mand redreſs for the injury which his crown had received, he 
could not poſſibly accept as a convention that ſatisfaftion to 
Which he had ſo juſt a title without entering into any engages | 
ment in order to procure it. That the idea of his majeſty's be- 
coming a contracting party upon this occaſion, i is entirely foreign 
to the caſe; for having received an injury, and demanded the 
| moſt moderate reparation of that injury his honour can permit 
him to accept, that reparation loſes its value if it is to be con- 
ditional, and to be obtained by any ſtipulation 1 whatſoever 0 on 
the part of his majeſty. 
Upon this anſwer Prince Maſſerano = 3 Weymouth, that 
| he had no power to proceed in this affair, except by convention, | 
without farther inſtructions from Madrid. While the ambaſſa- 
dsr ſent for theſe, Lord Weymouth deſpatched an expreſs to 
Mr. Harris, to lay before the Spaniſh miniſter the unexpected | 
| obſtacles that had ariſen in this affair, and to demand a direct 
anſwer to the object of his firſt requiſition. For ſeveral days, | 
however, no anſwer was returned; but at length Mr. Grimaldi 


intimated, that the king | his maſter ha dei It inſtruCtions to Prince 
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Maſſerano, by which he was empowered to treat again, and to A.D. 
grant every reaſonable ſatisfaction for the ſuppoſed inſult; that 1770. 
his Catholic majeſty was willing to come into any method re- 
garding the manner of giving the ſatisfaction that ſhould appear 
the moſt eligible to the king of Great Britain, expecting, how- 
ever, that, as he went ſuch a length to ſave his honour, his own 
ſhould alſo be conſidered, ſo far as it did not interfere with the Co 
ſatisfaction that was to be offered. 5 | WM 
Nothing could appear to be more ſatisfactory than theſe pre- 1 
tended inſtructions given to Prince Maſſerano. Mr. Grimaldi” 6 

anſwer was given the th November, and was received in Lon- 

don the 19th z but it ſoon appeared that the conduct of Prince 

| Maſſerano did not at all accord with the pacific intentions and 

cognciliatory ſentiments profeſſed at Madrid. The earl of Roch- 

ford, who ſucceeded Lord Weymouth in office, wrote a letter to 

Mir. Harris, dated the 21ſt December, in which he informed 

g him, that all negotiations with the Spaniſh ambaſſador had for - 

| ſome time been at an end, the anſwer to the king's demand 2 
being totally inadmiſſible; and that, it being inconſiſtent with 
his majeſty's honour to make any farther propoſal to rhe court 

of Spain, he was defired to withdraw from Madrid with all 
convenient ſpeed. 5 
Thus was the negotiation ben broken of Hip: it came 
again to be renewed ſeems to have been better known in all the 
coffeehouſes of Europe than to the Engliſh ſecretaries of ſtate. 
No document relative to its renewal has ever been laid before 
parliament or the public, but it is reaſonable, from the duplicity 
and deſign diſcovered by Spain in the whole tranſaction, to look 
for the motives of conciliation in every other quarter, rather 
than in the deine or en at of the court of Ma- 
dnd, 

The family mold; by which the different W of the 
houſe of Bourbon engaged to employ their whole force in the 
mutual ſupport and aſſiſtance of each other, was propoſed, and 
carried into execution by the wiſdom and addreſs of the duke of 
Choiſeul. That able miniſter little imagined a compliance with 
the terms of this formidable union might become extremely in- 
9 to n for the intereſt of which i it had principally 
Vor. IV. e Uu „ been 
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A. D. been formed. It did not occur to him, that the haughty ſpirit 


1770. 


credit of the duke who had contrived the family compact, long 
| conſidered as a maſterpiece of policy, but now found to be at- 
| tended with confequences in every view diſgraceful to France, 
began to decline: he was ſoon after removed from his em- 
ployment, and obliged to retire. Other councils prevailed, 


of eafe and tranquillity. 


probably filled up by liſtening to the mediation of France, which 
diſarmed the ardent hoſtility of her ſouthern ally, and perſua- | 
_ ded her, much againft her own inclination, to propoſe an accom- | 


1771 


violent diſſentions between the firſt orders of the ſtate, while 


gotiation between Great Britain and Spain, with the tranfactions 


Britain. It was not till the firſt day of the meeting of parlia- 
ment, January 22d, 1471, after the Chriſtmas receſs, that, in- 
ſtead of a convention, a declaration was propoſed and ſigned by | 


was before the reduction; but at the fame time declares, that 


prior right of ſovereignty of thoſe iſtands ; and, by the accept- 
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of Spain, exaſperated by the diſgraceful wounds received in the 
war with Great Britain, would prompt her to take the firſt o 
portunity of ſeeking revenge ; while France, exhaufted in her 
reſources; without money or credit; convulſed by the moft 


the people were ripe for ſedition from the want of the firſt 
neceffaries of life, might be in no condition to afford Spain 
that aſſiſtance which had been ſtipulated between them. The 


more agreeable to the pacific diſpoſitions of an aged prince, who 
had nothing farther in view but to end His 80 in an Win 


The interval that paſſed between the & lewis fo of the ne- 


of which the public has never been informed by authority, was 
modation, in form at leaft, leſs offenſive to the dignity of Great | 


Prince Maſſerano, and accepted by the earl of Rochford. By 
the former the ambaſſador, in name of his maſter, difavows | 
the violence uſed at Port Egmont, and ſtipulates that every thing 
ſhall be reſtored there preciſely to the ſame ſtate in which it 


this reſtoration is not in any wiſe to affe& the queſtion of the | 


ance, the performance of theſe ſtipulations is to be conſidered 
as a ſatisfaction for the injury done to the crown of Great Bri- | 
tain . This tranſaction was immediately anounce to FOR 
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houſes. While the friends of adminiſtration propoſed an addrefs A. D. 
of thanks to his majeſty for having ſupported the honour of the 1771. 
crown of Great Britain by a firm and unvaried adherence to his 

juſt demand of ſatisfaction, and for not having too haſtily en- 

5 the nation in the hazards and burdens. of war, the gen- 
tlemen in oppoſition affirmed, that the whole tranſaction was, 
equally unſafe and diſgraceful; that inſtead of having provided 

a reparation for former hoſtilities, or a ſecurity againſt future, 

t contained in itſelf the genuine ſeeds of perpetual hoſtility and 

war: that it is as diſhonourable to the crown itſelf as to the 
nation, and admitting the faſhionable language, that the dignity 

of the former, and the reparation to it, are the only objects of 9 
conſideration, it will be found as ſhamefully. deficient in this 5 kl 
reſpect as in every other. T hus, by this infamous accommoda- 
tion, the honour of the crown of England had not been put on 
the ſame footing with that of inferior kingdoms. The French 
king, ſor a ſmall violation of territorial right in the purſuit of 
an outlawed ſmuggler, had thought it neceſſary to ſend an am- 
baſſador extraordinary to the king of Sardinia to apologize for 
it in the moſt ſolemn and public manner. When the Engliſh. 
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© fleet under Admiral Boſcawen deſtroyed ſome French ſhips on 
. the coaſt of Portugal, Great Britain ſent an ambaſſador extra- 
5 ordinary to the court of Liſbon, to make reparation in honour; 
ot but when the Spaniards inſult the Britiſh flag, and commit the 
1 moſt outrageous acts of hoſtility on Britiſh ſubjects, they pro- 
1 poſe a declaration, in which the right to employ the ſame vio- 
1 by | lence again is maintained and defended : for, though the court 


of Spain had diſavowed the act of hoſtility as proceeding from 


Þy 
particular inſtructions, ſhe continued to juſtify it under her ge- 


rows | 

hing neral inſtructions to her governors, under the oath by them ta- 
b ken, and under the eſtabliſhed laws of America; and that this 
that jultification of an act of violence under general orders, eſta- 
(the blihed laws and oaths of office, is far more dangerous and in- 


cept- | jurious to this kingdom than the particular enterprize which has 
tered | been diſavowed, as it moſt evidently ſuppoſes, that the governors 
+ Bri- | of the Spaniſh American provinces are not only authorized, but 


required, to raiſe forces by ſea and land, and to FAS our 
pollflions | in thoſe parts, in the midſt of profound peace. Ma- 
Uu 2 fo ny 


both 


ouſrs. 
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A. D. ny other objections of equal weight were urged i; the ac- 

1771. ceptance of the Spaniſh declaration, in a ſtrong, animated, elo- 
quent, and argumentative proteſt of the houſe of peers, which 
will remain to all poſterity to their immortal honour 9. 

The tame meaſures of government, however, were adopted 
by a great majority. During the receſs of parliament, Septem- 
ber 16, 1771, Spain fulfilled her engagements contained in the 
declaration, by the reſtoration of Port Egmont, which was de- 
livered up to Captain Scott, who was ſent thither with a ſmall 
ſquadron for that purpoſe. Miniſtry ſeemed to think all was 
ſecured by an amicable termination of this diſpute; and parlia- 

ment was not called till after the Chriſtmas holidays, 21ſt Ja- 
172 nuary, 1772. The late meeting of this aſſembly, which indi- 
cated that no urgent buſineſs required an early attendance, and 
the paciſic declaration from the throne, were {ufficient to lull 
the nation into the moſt perfect ſecurity. What, therefore, muſt 
have been their ſurpriſe and indignation, when a motion was 
made ſo early as the 29th of January, that 25 ,000 ſeamen ſhould 
be voted for the ſervice of the enſuing year. It was urged, in 
ſupport of this motion, that, the French having ſent a conſider- 
able fleet to the Eaſt Indies, we were obliged upon that account 
to augment our naval force there, as the propriety of our being 
always ſuperior to them in that part of the world was ſo evident 
as not to admit of an argument: that a larger ſquadron was 
now employed for the protection of Jamaica and our other Weſt- 
India iſlands, than in former years of peace; as the import- 
| ance of our valuable poſſeſſions in that quarter, the probability 
ol the Spaniards making their firſt attempt upon them in caſe of 
a war, and the conſiderable fleet which they kept in thoſe ſeas, 
rendered an augmentation of our maritime ſtrength on that ſta- 
tion a matter of the moſt evident neceſſity: : that the war be 
tween the Turks and Ruſſians made it alſo neceſſary to employ 
a greater number of ſhips for the protection of our commerce 
in the Mediterranean and Archipelago than had been cuſtomary 
in times of general peace. Beſides theſe general reaſons for 
augmentation, much ftreſs was laid upon the great reform with , 
regard t to the guard-ſhips, it being ga that for ſe- | 
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* years paſt theſe ſhips had been exceedingly neglected, and A.D. 
conſidered merely as jobs; ſo that at the time of the late ex- 1772. 
pected war there were neither ſhips nor men fit for ſervice: but 
that now things were ſo much altered for the better, that twen- 
ty of the beſt ſhips in the navy were kept upon that duty, and 

ere in ſuch complete condition, and ſo nearly manned, that a 

flight preſs would at any time enable them in a very few days to 
put to ſea; That the reſt of the fleet was alſo in good condi- 
tion, and in about a year we ſhould have near eighty ſhips of 
the line at home fit for ſervice, beſides thoſe that were upon fo- 
reign duty. Many pointed and ſevere ſarcaſms were levelled at 
the miniſtry for accompanying a ſpeech, which breathed no- 
thing but effuſions of peace, with all the actual preparations for 
war. Some gentlemen in oppoſition declared for the motion, 
upon the avowed principle that the ſupplies demanded were not 
in any degree to be conſidered as a peace eſtabliſnment; while 


the greater part of theſe gentlemen arraigned the adding to the 
| | burdens of a nation already ſinking under the weight of an 
* overgrown and monſtrous public debt. They obſerved that our 
BY peace eſtabliſhment was every year increaſing, and that argu- 
nt ments ſimilar to thoſe at preſent alledged could never be want- 
ng. ing to oppoſe any diminution of it : that already it was nearly. 
ent double to what it had been at the acceſſion of George the Firſt; 
vas laſt year we had ſuſtained all the i inconveniencies of a war with- 
eſt out any of its advantages; and it ſeemed to be the intention of 
ort government to perſiſt for ever in the ſame ruinous meaſures. 
lity Theſe obſervations were at preſent regarded as the clamours of 
ſe of party; and the events which followed fully juſtified the neceſlity 
ſeas, of keeping the navy on a reſpectable footing. 
- ſta- The progreſs of the Ruſſians in the Mediterrancan rendered 
r be⸗ it neceſſary for both France and Spain to ſtand on their guard, 
aploy and to watch the growing greatneſs of theſe new and formida- 
nerce ble allies of Great Britain. But, in the beginning of the year 
1773, there were more extraordinary preparations in the French 1 775 
for ad Spaniſh ports than any apprehenſion of this kind could ac- 
with count for. Thoſe preparations were carried on with the utmoſt i 
or ſe- dear and — not only in the ports of the Mediterranean, id 
WE but in thoſe of the ocean, and afforded room for ſuſpecting I! 
the i 
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A. D. the moſt hoſtile intentions. Strong remonſtrances on this ſub. 
1773. ject were made on the part of Great Britain at the courts of 
Paris: and Madrid, accompanied with a declaration, that, if ſuch 
meaſures were continued, his Britannic majeſty would be under 
a neceſſity of ſending ſuch a fleet of obſervation into the Me- 
_ diterranean, as ſhould effectually fruftrate any attempts that 
might be made againſt the Ruſſians, In the mean time a power. 
ful fleet was equipped, and ordered to rendezvous at Spithead, 
| and thoſe warlike preparations were for ſome time continued on 
all fides. The rapidity with which Great Britain aſſembled ſuch 
a a naval force as was ſufficient to contend with that of all her 
enemies united, and the magnificence and military pomp with 
which her mighty preparations were diſplayed *, reſtrained the 
| hoſtile diſpoſitions which had begun to prevail at Paris and Ma- 
drid, and prevented the proſecution of meaſures which muſt 
: have: involved all Europe in their conſequences. The vigorous 
| exertions on this occaſion were like a flaſh of lightning, which 
for a moment brighteved the gloom of night that ſat ſo thick 
and heavyon the Britiſh councils. But after this tranſient flaſh 
the darkneſs returned more intenſe and horrible than before. 
| The conduct of adminiſtration will be an enigma to poſteri- 
ty. Poſſeſſed of a naval force that made the greateſt princes of 
Europe tremble, they have been ſo far from quieting the diſſen- 
fions which prevailed in America, that they have totally aliena- 
ted from Great Britain thoſe flouriſhing and wealthy provinces, | 
and reduced their country to that ſtate of deſpair in which we 
now live. Two roads were open before them, either of which 
might have been followed, if not with equal glory, yet with an 
equally aſſured proſpect of ſucceſs. By diſregarding the cla- 
mours of an intereſted oppoſition, and making uſe of the power 
in their hands, they might, while all Europe were ſilent in our | 
preſence, have inflicted whatever puniſhment became neceſlary | 
to reduce the rebellious provinces to an humble ſenſe of their 
duty. But this method was ſo far from being adopted, that 2 
firſt lord of the treaſury talked of compelling the Americans to 
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ſubmit to taxes without bloodſhed ; and a firſt lord of the ad- A.D. | 
miralty, upon the appearance of meaſures which indicated vi- 1773+ 


gour, voted a reduction of 4000 ſeamen ; aſſuring the ' houſe, 
that the low eſtabliſhment propoſed would be fully ſufficient for 
conquering the Americans; of whoſe power and courage he 


| ſpoke with the utmoſt contempt, affirming that they were not 


diſciplined nor capable of diſcipline, and that formed of ſuch 
materials, and fo indiſpoſed to action, the numbers of which 
ſuch boaſts had been made, would only facilitate their defeat. 

Another road, which might have been purſued with univerſal 
applauſe, would have been to abandon that odious meaſure of 


taxing a free people without their own conſent. Had that been 
done, the weight of oppoſition would have been removed at 


- once, and the Americans, if they till continued refractory, 
t might have been compelled by force of arms to acknowledge 

8 the ſupremacy of the mother country without one ſympathizing 
h voice in Europe to condole with them for the rigours of a pu- 
k niſhment which they had juſtly drawn on their own heads. 

lh But neither of theſe methods being adopted, the miniſtry heſi- 

, tated between peace and war; and their tame, equivocal, tem- 

ri- poriſing conduct brought the Americans to a maturity of reſiſt- 

of ance and rebellion, the effects of which we ſhould now proceed 
en- to deſcribe and deplore, if, in deducing a chronological account 
na- of the naval tranſactions of Great Britain, there were not ſome 
ces, intervening events, which deſerve to be particularly related. 
we Theſe are the diſcoveries which continued to be made by our 
nich navigators in the years 1773, 1774, and 1975. They were 

h an not, as of late years, confined entirely to the ſouthern ocean. 
cla- While Captain Cook was employed in exploring this part of the 
ower | giobe, the honourable Conſtantine Phipps, now Lord Mul- 

1 our | grave, was ſent to examine how far navigation was practicable 
efiary towards the north pole. This was done in conſequence of an 
their 


| Captain J 


*pplication to Lord Sandwich, firſt lord of the admiralty, from 
the Royal Society. His'lordſhip laid the requeſt of the Society 
vetore the king, who ordered the Racchorſe, and Carcaſs, 
bombs, to be fitted out for the expedition. The command of 
the former was given to Captain Phipps, and of the latter to 
utwidge. The idea of a paſſage to the Eaſt Indies by 


- 
* 
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A. D. the north pole, was ſuggeſted as early as the year 1 525, by 
| 1773- Robert Thorne, a merchant of Briſtol, who addreſſed a paper 
1 to Henry the Eighth on that ſubject; but Henry, as uſual, was 

| involved in a multiplicity of affairs, which prevented him from 
giving auy attention, to this application. In the reign of Queen 
Eliſabeth Sir Hugh Willoughby made the attempt with three 
ſhips, anno 1553. He proceeded to the latitude of 7 5 degrees 
north, but being obliged to winter in Lapland, he and all his 
company periſhed miſerably. Three years afterwards Captain 
Burroughs ſailed on the ſame deſign, and advanced ,to 78 de- 
grees north. To him ſucceeded Captains Jackman and Pell 
in 1580, in two ſhips; the latter of whom, with his ſhip; wag 
| loft. The Dutch began to purſue the ſame diſcovery. in 1595 | 
and ſucceſſive voyages were made, which tended rather to 
prove the impracticability of ſailing to high northern latitudes, 
than the probability of finding the paſſage, which was the ob- 
ject of theſe daring enterpriſes. In 1607 Henry Hudſon was 
equipped by a company of London merchants, to. diſcover a a 
paſſage by the north pole to Japan and China. He penetrated 
to 80 degrees 23 minutes north, and was then ſtopped by the 
ice. Two years after another ſhip was ſent out by the Ruſſia 
Company of merchants in London; the ſhip was commanded 
by Jonas Poole, who could not with his utmoſt endeavours ad- 
Vance farther than 79 degrees 5 minutes north. In the year 
1614 another voyage was undertaken, in which Baffin and 
Fotherby were employed, but without ſucceſs; and next year 
Fotherby, in a pinnace of 20 tons, with ten men, was equally 
- unſucceſsful. John Wood, with a frigate and a pink, failed | 
in 1676, but returned without effecting any thing. Moſt 
of theſe voyages baving been fitted out by private adven- | 
turers, forthe double purpoſe of diſcovery and preſent advantage, | 
it was natural to ſuppoſe, that the attention of the navigators had : 
been diverted from the more remote and leſs profitable object 
of the two; and that they had not proſecuted the chief purpoſe | 
of diſcovery with all the care that could have been wiſhed. | 
% But,” ſays Captain Phipps, “ I am happy in an opportunity | 
« of doing juſtice to the memory of theſe men, which, with- | 
©, out having traced their ſteps, and experienced their difficul- | 
4 ties, it would have been impoſſible to have done. They ap- 
5 „ 4 per 
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| 1 pear to have encountered dangers, which at chat period muſt A. D. 


« have been particularly alarming from their novelty, with the 1773. 


« greateſt fortitude and perſeverance, as well as to have ſhewn 
« a degree of diligence and Kill, not only in the ordinary and 
« practical, but in the more ſcientific parts of their profeſſion; 
© which might have done honour to modern ſeamen, with all 
« their advantages of later improvements. This, when com- 


« pared with the ſtate of navigation, even within theſe forty 7 


« years, by the moſt eminent foreign authors, affords the moſt 


« flaitering and ſatisfactory proof of the very early exiſtence 
« of that decided ſuperiority in naval affairs, which has carried 


« the power of this country to the height it has now attained.” 
The captain failed in February 1773, and after paſſing the 


xlands of Shetlahd, the firſt land he made was Spitzbergen, in 
latitude 79 degrees, 59 minutes, 11 ſeconds north, and lon- 
gitude 9 degrees, 13 minutes eaſt. The coaſt appeared to be 
neither habitable nor acceſſible, but formed of hig!: black rocks; 
without the leaſt marks of vegetation, moſtly bare and pointed; 
in ſome places covered with ſnow, and toweting above the 
clouds. The vallies between tne high cliffs were filled with ſnow 
or ice. © This proſpect,“ ſays Captain Phipps, “ would have 
« ſuggeſted the idea of perpetual winter, had not the mildneſs 
of the weather, the ſmooth water, bright ſun-ſhine, and con- 
« ſtant day-light, given a cheerfulneſs and a novelty to the 
whole of this ſtriking and romantic ſcene: The height of one 


© mountain ſeen here was found to be 1503 yards. The har- 
« bour of Smeerenberg, lying in latitude 79 degrees, 44 mi- 
* nutes north, longitude g degrees, 50 minutes, 45 ſeconds caſts 


% has good anchorage in fifteen fathoms. Cloſe to this harbour 
is an ifland, called Amſterdam Ifland, where the Dutch uſed 

© formerly to boil their whale-blubber, and the remains of ſome 
* conveniencies erected by them for that purpoſe are {till viſible: 
© They attempted once to form an eſtabliſhment here; and left 
* ſome people, who all periſhed in the winter: The Dutch 


* ſhips {till reſort to this place for the latter ſeaſon of the whale- 


b gions preſent, are what are called the ice-bergs. Theſe are 


© large bodies of ice, filling the vallies between the high moun- 
5 . ( tains; 


p Vol. 1 » 2. 


w filhery, The moſt remarkable views which theſe dreary re- 
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A. D. & tains. Their face towards the ſea is nearly perpendicular, ind | 
1773-« of a very lively green colour. One was about 300 feet high, 


« with a caſcade of water iſſuing out of it. Large pieces fre- 


4 quently break off from the ice-bergs, and fall wich great 1 


6 into the water.“ 


Captain Phipps has been very accurate in deſcribing the few 


animals which thefe inhoſpitable regions produce, and was at 
Pains to examine the vegetable and mineral productions. He 


proceeded afterwards to Moffen Ifland in latitude 80 degrees 


north, longitude 12 degrees, 20 minutes eaſt, which is of a 
round form, about two miles in diameter, with a lake in the 


middle, frozen with eternal ice. At the Seven Iſlands which lie 
in latitude 81 degrees, 21 minutes north, the two fhips be- 
came ſuddenly faſt in the ice on the 3 iſt of July. Theſe iflands 
and north-eaſt land, with the frozen fea formed almoſt a bafon, 
having but abont four points open for the ice to drift out in caſe 


of a change of wind. The paſſage by which the ſhips had come 


in to the weſtward became cloſe, and a ſtrong current ſet in to 
the eaſt, by which they were carried ſtill farther from their 


_ courſe. The labour of the whole ſhip's company to cut away 
the ice proved ineffectual; their utmoſt efforts for a whole day 
could not move the fhips above 300 yards to the weſtward 
through the ice, whilſt the current had at the fame time driven 
them far to the north-eaſt and eaſtward. Appeararices remain- 
ed thus threatening for four or five days, the fafety of the crew 


feemed all that could poſſibly be effected. As it had been fore- 
ſeen that one or both of the ſhips might be ſacrificed in the pro- 


| ſecutior of the voyage, the boats for each ſhip were calculated, 
in number and ſize, to be fit in any emergency to tranſport the | 
whole crew. Driven to this ſtate of danger and fuſpenſe, on the | 
'Gth of Auguſt the boats were hoiſted out, and every poſſible } 


method taken to render them fecure and comfortable; but the 
next day the wind blew eaſtwardly, and the ſhips were moved | 


about a mile to the weſtward. But till they run not fo far | 
weſt by a great way as when they were firſt beſet with the ice; 


however, on the yth of Auguſt, the current had viſibly changed, 
and run to the weſtward, by which both the ſhips had been 


| carried conſiderably 1 in that direction. On the roth a brick wind 


\ 
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at north-north-eaſt accompliſhed their, deliverance, and freed A. D. 
them from the dreadful proſpect of periſhing, as many former 1773 
adventurers had done in thoſe polar regions. Having found it 
impracticable to penetrate any farther towards the north, they = 
returned to the harbour of Smeerenberg ; having, in the pro- = 
ſecution of this voyage, reached 81 degrees 36 minutes north = 
latitude, and between the latitudes of 79 degrees 5o minutes, 
and 81 degrees, traverſed 17 degrees and a half of longitude, 
that is from 2 degrees eaſt to 19 degrees 30 minutes eaſt. 
While Lord Mulgrave was employed in aſcertaining the }: mits 5 
of narigation towards the north, Captain Cook was indefatiga- 
ble in examining the reſpective ee of land and ocean in 
the ſouthern hemiſphere. Notwithſtanding the various voyages, 
in which this part of the globe had been traverſed in the many 
different directions, all tending to render the exiſtence of a ſou- 
thern continent more improbable, the fact was not yet brought 

to a clear and demonſtrative evidence. To determine this point 
vas the main object of the preſent voyage, on which Captain 
Cook failed in the Reſolution, accompanied by Captain Four- 
neaux in the adventure, the 2d of April, 1772. The ſhips in 
which they embarked were the moſt proper that could be con- 
trived for ſuch a dangerous undertaking; Captain Cook in the 
clear, ſimple, and manly narrative which he has publiſhed of 
bis proceedings, having proved beyond the poſſibility of doubt, 
that north- country veſſels, or ſuch as are built for the coal trade, 
are the fitteſt for purſuing with ſucceſs the diſcovery of remote 
countries. To the nature of his ſhips, which were of this ſafe 


0 and commodious conſtruction, rather than to his own Nautical = 
7 kill and abilities, he modeſtly aſcribes the ſingular felicity of his 
„ voyage, which was far beyond the Experiences or hopes of for. 
ſable | mer navigators. 
t the | Beſides the advantages ariſing from the 1 of the * 
weed | and the {kill of the commander, che proviſion of every ſort 
She | exceeded all that had been known on any former occaſion. 
mY Every circumſtance and ſituation that could be foreſeen or ap- 
ined; | prchended was provided for with unexampled liberality. A con- 


been fderable ſum ot money was allotted by parliament to encourage 
0 we. 


vs —— — 


A. D. two gentlemen, eminent in natural hiſtory, to ſacrifice their 
1773- time, and encounter the toils and dangers' of ſuch a voyage, 


comfort of all the voyagers. 


reached the Cape of Good Hope without meeting with any re- 
markable occurrence, and departed from thence the 22d of No- 


DC , , — PE; 22) — 


years and four months; an extent of voyage nearly equal to 
| three times the ene circumfe rence of the earth, and which 
it is highly probable, never was traverſed by any other ſhip in 
an equal period of time. When we take into computatioh the 


ſumed is above three years, during which they experienced every 
variety of climate from 52 degrees north latitude to 71 degrees 


tigue inſeparable from a ſeafaring life; and yet what is moſt ex- 
| traordinary, the numerous ſhip's company on board the Reſolu- | 


victim to ſickneſs: a fact unparalleled in the erat ved naviga- 


5 brave ſeamen who periſhed by marine diſeaſes under Anſon and 


f given not only to thoſe who were afflicted with that diſtemper, 
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With the ſame generous fpirit for the improvement of know. 
ledge, a landſcape-painter of merit, and two able aſtronomers, 
were alſo engaged. Nor was any attention omitted which could 
be deemed neceſſary for the eee ſecurity, health, or 


Having ſailed with fo many circumſtances } in their favour, hs 


vember, 1772. They returned to the ſame place the 22d of 
March, 1775, having ſailed no leſs than 20,000 leagues in two 


voyage to and from the Cape to England, the whole time con- 
ſouth, and were continually expoſed to all the hardſhips and fa- 


tion, preſerved a more uninterupted ſtate of good health, than 
perhaps they « could have enjoyed on ſhore in the moſt temperate 
climate of the earth. In that long and various courſe, of 118 
perſons only four were loſt; and of that four only one fell a 


tion. | | 
In the moſt healthy climates no bills of mortality have produ- 

ced ſuch an inſtance amongſt an equal number of men during | 
like period. When, therefore, we conſider the numbers of | 


other nayigators, the greateſt praiſe i is due to Captain ( Cook for 
his judicious management in preſerving the health of the men | 
under his command. The chief preſervative againſt t the ſcurvy, | 

uſed by this judicious commander, was ſweet wort, which was 


but a to thoſe who were thought likely to take! it, Foe 
| ſoup 


/ 
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foup and ſour 1 were alſo uſed with ſucceſs in preſerving A. D. 


the health of the ſeamen. The ſhip's company were kept in 177 3˙ 


conſtant exerciſe, and their cleanlineſs contributed not a little 
to their health. The ſhip was frequently purified by fires, a 
practice much recommended by Captain Cook. Freſh water 


was alſo an object of particular attention. Not ſatisfied with 

having plenty of that neceſſary article, he would always have 
the pureſt, and therefore, whenever an opportunity offered, he 
emptied what he had taken in a few days before, and filled 
his caſks anew. As a teſtimony of regard for theſe import- 
ant improvements for preſerving the health of ſeamen, the 


Royal Society was pleaſed to beſtow Sir Godfrey Copl ey's medal . 
upon Captain Cook. 


The firſt cruize from the Cape of Good Hope, November 22d, 


172, was employed in aſcertaining the great queſtion concern- 
ing the Terra Auftralis incognita. The two ſhips failed in compa- 


ny, and the ieth of December following, being in latitude 50 
degrees 40 minutes ſouth, ſaw the firſt ice, The maſs was 
about 50 feet high, and half a mile in circuit, flat at top, and 


its ſides roſe in a perpendicular direction, againſt which the ſea 
broke exceedingly high. From this time the icy mountains be- 


gan to be very frequent, exhibiting a view as pleaſing to the eye 
as terrible to reflection; © for,” ſays the captain, „ were a_ 
« ſhip to get againſt the weather-fide of one of theſe maſles of 
« ice, when the ſea runs high, ſhe would be daſhed to pieces in 
* a moment.” On the 14th, being in latitude 54 degrees 56 
minutes ſouth, 21 degrees 34 minutes eaſt, they were ſtopped, 

in their route to the ſouthward, by an immenſe field of low 
ice, to which no end could be ſeen to the ſouth, eaſt or weſt. 
In different parts were hills of ice, like thoſe that had been be- 
fore found floating in the ſea; and the ſhip's company were often 


amuſed with the flattering proſpect of land, which turned out ta 


be fog- banks. A boat was here hoiſted out to try the direction 
of the current, and Mr. Wales the aſtronomer, accompanied by 


Mr. Foſter the naturaliſt, took the opportunity of going in her 
to make experiments on the temperature of the ſea at different 
depths. A thick fog came on, which blackened into ſuch a de- 
| wee of Cake that they entirely loſt gt as both the ſhips, 


in 
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A. D. In a four-oared boat, in an immenſe ocean, far from any hoſpi. 
1773. table ſhore, ſurrounded with ice, and deſtitute of proviſions, their 
ſituation was as frightful as any that can well be imagined. In 
this dreadful ſuſpenſe, they determined to ly ſtill, hoping that, 
provided they preſerved their place, the ſloops would not aban. 
don them. The moſt delightful muſic they ever heard was the 
iIingling of the bell of the Adventure, which took them on board. 
| The ſhips then changed their courſe ro the eaſtward, where the 
large iſlands of ice were hourly ſeen in all directions; ſo that thi | 
became as familiar to thoſe on board as the clouds and the ſea, 
A ftrong reflection of white on the ſkirts of the ſky was a cer. 
tain indication of theſe iſlands; although the ice itſelf is not en- 
| tirely white, but often tinged, eſpecially near the ſurface of the 
ſea, with a beautiful berylline blue. This colour ſometimes ap- 
peared 20 or 30 feet above the ſurface, and was moſt probably 
produced by ſome particles of ſea-water daſhed againſt the maſs 
= in tempeſtuous weather. Different ſhades of white were fre- 
| gqduently obſerved in the larger iſlands, lying above each other in 
ſtrata of a foot high, which confirms Captain Cook's opinion 
concerning the formation and increaſe of theſe maſles, by heavy 
Halls of ſnow at different intervals. The 26th the iſlands ftill 
| ſurrounded them, behind one of which, in the evening, the 
ſetting ſun tinged its edges with gold, and brought upon the 
whole maſs a beautiful ſuffuſion of purple.“ Although,” ſays 
Captain Cook, „ this was the middle of ſummer with us, I | 
„ much queſtion if the day was colder in any part of England. | 
The mercury in Fahrenheit's thermometer conſtantly kept t 
e below the freezing point. The ſhooting at penguins afford - 7 
EE ed great ſport but little profit, the birds diving ſo frequently | [ 
(0 in the water, and continuing ſo long under it, that the fow- } P 
lers were generally obliged to give over the purſuit, Their k 
« thick gloſſy plumage turned off the ſmall thot, an and it was i 
&« neceflary to attack them with ball.“ W 
Having hitherto met with no land, Captain Cook dettrminel, A 
January 2d, 1773, to go in ſearch of Cape Circumciſion, which , to 
3s laid down by Bouvet in 58 degrees 53 minutes ſouth, 10 k 
degrees 6 minutes eaſt; but as he ſaw no appearance of it in that A 


gl . the weather was very clear, he * it iſt 
Q 
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to have been nothing but fields and mountains of ice. January A. D. 
gth, three boats were hoiſted out, and in a few hours took up as 1573. 
much 1ce as yielded fifteen tons of good freſh water. The ſalt 
which adhered to the ice was fo trifling as not to be taſted, and 
entirely drained off by lying a ſhort time on the deck. Crantz 
ſome years ago advanced in his hiſtory of Greenland, that 
thoſe great maſſes of ice in the northern ſeas diſſolved into freſh 
water, from which he inferred, that they owed their origin to K 
the vaſt rivers of thoſe hyperborean regions; but it was reſerved ld 
to Captain Cook to eſtabliſh the doctrine, that the freezing of ſea 
water into ice, not only deprives it of all its ſalt particles, but 

that it will thaw into ſoft, potable, and moſt wholeſome water. 


e He has alſo proved by experience, that the bad qualities which 

- for ſo many ages have been attributed to melted ſnow and ice- 

ly water are deſtitute of all foundation. This happy diſcovery of 

ls deriving the orcateſt advantage from the ice mountains, which © 

[Co ſeem to threaten our navigators with nothing leſs than de- 

in ſtruction, enabled them to perſevere in their voyage for a length 

ion of time that would have been otherwiſe impoſlible, and contri- 

av buted to that unparalleled degree of health, which they ſo for- 

{till tunately enjoyed. 

the January 17th, they etoſſed the AntarQic circle in longitude - "BY 

the degrees 35 minutes eaſt, which had till then remained impenetra- 

ſays ble to all former navigators. The ice-iflands became more and 

185 J more numerous; and in longitude 67 degrees 1 5 minutes ſouth, an 

land. immenſe field of congelation extended to the ſouthward as far as 

kept the eye could reach, which obliged Captain Cook to put about, 

Ford- and ſtand north-eaſt by north. Here were ſeen many whales 
ently playing about the ice, and various flocks of brown and white 
> fow- pintadoes, which were named Antarctic peterels, becauſe they 2, oY 
Their ſeemed to be natives of that region. January 3 1ſt, two iflands of 4 
it was Ice were ſeen in latitude 50 degrees 50 minutes ſouth, one of 


vhich appeared to be falling to pieces by the crackling noiſe it 
made; and this was the laſt ice ſeen until they returned again 
to the ſouthward. In the neighbourhood of this latitude they f 
fell in with the iſlands diſcovered by Meſſrs. Thirguelen, St. 
Allouard and Marion, French navigators, all of which were 
Hands of inconſiderable extent, high, e deſtitute of trees, 
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A. D. and almoſt entirely barren. It was ſuppoſed that the Frency 
1773. had diſcovered the north cape of a great ſouthern continent 
but though that land was not found by Captain Cook, his long 
navigation proves, that their diſcovery, if not an ice field, could | 
only be a {mall iſland, 
The Reſolution loſt ſight of the 1 the 8th of Fe. 
bruary, and the two ſloops continued ſeparate for the reſt of 
the cruiſe, but afterwards met in Queen Charlotte's Sound in 
New Zealand. They proceeded together to Otaheite, and 
other iſlands within the tropics, and again ſeparated near to 
Cook's Streights, and never wore joined during the voyage. 
Captain Furneaux returned a ſecond time to the place of ren. 
dez vous at Queen Charlotte's Sound, but his conſort having left 
that place a conſiderable time before his arrival, he, after re- 
freſhing his crew, ſet ſail tor England, which he reached in 
uy „„ 
The Reſolution continuing her voyage, in 58 TILED fouth, 
Captain Cook obſerved for the firſt time, on February 17th, the | 
Aurora Auſtralis, a phænomenon which had never before been 
taken notice of by any navigator in the ſouthern hemiſphere. 
It conſiſted of white columns of a clear white light, ſhooting up | 
from the horizon to the eaſtward, almoſt to the zenith, and | 
S ſpreading gradually over the whole ſouthern part of the ſky, | 
Theſe columns differed from the ſouthern lights in being al- 
ways of a whitiſh colour. The ſky was generally clear when 
they appeared, and the air ſharp and cold, the thermometer | 
| ſanding at the freezing point. In March 26th, Captain Cook } 
made the coaſt of New Zealand, and anchored in Duſky Bay, 
| after having been one hundred and ſeventeen days at ſea, without 
having once ſeen any land, in which time they had ſailed three 
thouſand ſix hundred and ſixty leagues. 
The captain continued during the following months, which 
are the winter ſeaſon in that climate, to viſit his old friends at 
Otaheitc, the Society and Friendly Iſlands: and after examin- 
ing a ſpace of more than 40 degrees of longitude between the } 
_ tropics, he returned to Queen Charlotte's Sound. There he 
changed the fair-weather rigging of his ſhip for ſuch as might | 
OY reſiſt the forms a rigours of the high uber latitudes, * 
2 | 
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1 fal the 27th November to 8 the n parts of the A. D. 

Pacific Ocean. On December 6th he reached the 5 iſt degree 32 £773: 

minutes ſouth latitude, and the 180th degree eaſt longitude, 

coalequently the point of the antipodes of London. December 

- 45th, in 66 degrees ſouth; and 159 degrees welt, the farther 
courſe to the ſouthward was interrupted by the ice-iſlands, 


f among \ which they were almoſt embayed, which obliged them 

N to tack to the north, and ſoon after they got clear of all the Ip 

1 ice, but not without receiving ſeveral knocks from the larger = 
- pieces, w which would have deſtroyed any veſſel leſs carefully pre- : 
. | pared to reſiſt thoſe repeated ſhocks. They croſſed. the An- = 
lurciic circle a ſecond time on December the 20th, in the longi- = 
fe tude of 147 degrees 46 minutes weſt. The next morning they : 9 
Bs ſaw innumerable ice-iſlands, high and rugged, their tops form. | 
bs ed into various peaks, which diſtinguiſhed them from thoſe nn 
8 hitherto obſer ved, which were commonly flat at the top. Many 

* of thoſe now ſeen were between two and three hundred feet in 

"5h height, and between two and three miles i in circuit, with per- 

en pendicular cliffs or ſides, aſtoniſhing to behold. Moſt of their 

_ winged companions. had now left them, except the grey alba- - 

up troſſes, and inſtead of the other birds, they were viſited by * 

and few Antarctic peterels, two of which were ſhot. From, the ap- 

. pearance of the former, Captain Cook fays, ©: we may with 

 al- « reaſon conjecture that there is land to the ſouth.” Decem- 

hos ber the 22d, they had penetrated to 67 degrees 31 minutes 

a ſouth, being the © higheſt latitude they had yet reached, The 

"wok longitude was 142 degrees 54 minutes weſt. They eee ; = 
Bay, Chriſtmas day the 25th with great feſtivity, the ſailors feaſting =. 
pont on a double portion of pudding, and regaling themſelyes with : 

ret the brandy which they had ſaved from their allowance ſeveral 

months before, being ſolicitous to get very drunk. The ſight 

nich of an immenſe, number of ice-iflands; among which the ſhip 5 
ads at trifted at the mercy: of. the current, every moment in danger 
amin- ef being daſhed in pieces, could not deter them from indulging = 
n the in cheir favourite amuſement; as long as they had brandy left, 
re he they would perſiſt to keep Chriſtmas, though the went had 

might eonſpired es for their Hen 
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A. D. January 3d, 1774, being in latitude 56 degrees ſouth, and lon- 
1774. gitude 140 degrees 31 minutes weſt, the wind obliged them to 
| ſteer more to the north-eaſt than they would have choſen, by 
which they left unexamined a ſpace of 40 degrees of longitude, and 

20 degrees of latitude; which, however, was afterwards explored 

on the return of the Reſolution next year, and likewiſe by Captain 
Furneaux in the Adventure much about this time. The wind 
increafed ſo much on January the 1 5th, that it was very doubt- 


ful whether our navigators would return to give an account of 
their voyage. At nine at night a huge mountainous wave ſtruck MM 


the ſhip on the beam and filled the deck with a deluge of wi 
ter, which poured into the cabin extinguiſhed the lights, and 
left the gentlemen there in doubt whether they were not en- 


tirely overwhelmed, and finking into the abyſs. They paſſed | 


for a third time the Antarctic circle on January 26th, in log- 


gitude 109 degrees weſt, when they found the mildeſt ſun-ſhine 


that had been experienced in the frigid zone. This led them to 


entertain hopes of penetrating as far towards the fouth pole is | 


other navigators had done towards the north; but the next day 


they difcovered a folid ice-ficld before them of immenſe extent, | 


bearing from eaſt to weſt. A bed of fragments floated all round 
| this field, which ſeemed to be raiſed feveral feet high above the 


level of the water. Whilſt in this fituation, they obſerved the 


| ſouthern part of the horizon illuminated by the rays of light r- 

flected from the ice to an amazing height. Ninety-feven ice- 

| iſland were counted within the field, beſide theſe on the outlide; 

many of them were large, and looked like a ridge of moun- 

tains, riſing one above another till they were loſt in the clouds 

The outer or northern edge of this immenſe field was compoſed 

| of looſe or broken ice cloſe packed together ; ſo that it was not 
poſſible for any thing to enter it. Captain Cook, however, is 


of opinion, that there muſt be land to the ſouth behind this ice; 


but adds, “ It can afford no better retreat for birds, or an 
s other animals, than the ice itſelf, with which it muſt be en- 
e tirely covered. I who was ambitious not only of going far 
es ther than any body had gone before, but as far as it vs 
ic poſſible for man to go, was not ſorry at meeting with this i. 
1 * as it in ſome meaſure Wine us, and ſhortened} 
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proceed farther to the ſouth, no other reaſon need be aſſign- 
« ed for my tacking and ſtanding back to the north, being at. 
« this time in the latitude of 71 degrees, 10 minutes ſouth, 
« and longitude 106 degrees, 54 minutes weſt.” | 
Captain Cook then went in ſearch of the land, Laid to 3 
* | 

been diſcovered by Juan Fernandez about a century ago, in la- 
weſt, but no ſuch land was found in this ſituation : if there is any 
The captain then proceeded to the Marqueſas iſlands diſcovered 


the Queen of tropical iſlands, Otaheite; where, having refreſh- 


ſufficiently explored, Captain Cook, beſides aſcertaining. the 


had been barely ſeen by others, added the Enowledge of ſeveral 
before unknown, which entitled him to give the whole the ap- 


and 170 degrees, 21 minutes eaſt, extending 125 leagues. Of 
and the largeſt, being twenty-two leagues in length, and twelve 


ceedingly high and mountainous, generally covered with wood, 


| bay, the two points which form its entrance lying at the 


of a ſtout make, dark colour, with woolly hair; though almoſt 


4 the dangers and hardſhips inſe parable from the navigation A. D. 
« of the ſouthern polar regions. Since then we could not 1774- 


titude 38 degrees, and laid down by Mr, Dalrymple in ers f 
land in the neighbourhood, it can be nothing but a ſmall iſland. 
by Mendana in 1595, and viſited a ſecondtime during this voyage . 


ed, he ſailed for the new Hebrides, which though diſcovered as : 
early as 1606 by that great navigator Quiros, had never been 


extent and ſituation of the Iſlands of this Archipelago, mw 


pellation which they now bear. They are ſituated in the di- 
rection of north-· north weſt and ſouth- ſouth eaſt, between the 

latitudes of 14 degrees, 29 minutes, and 20 degrees, 4 minutes 
ſouth, and between the longitudes of 166 degrees, 41 minutes, 


all theſe iſlands Tierra del Eſpiritu Santo is the moſt weſterly 
in breadth... The lands, eſpecially on the weſt fide, are e- 


and the vallies uncommonly luxuriant, watered by ſtreams and 
chequered with plantations,” On the weſt fide is a large and ſafe 


diſtance of ten leagues from each other. The inhabitants ars 


naked, their perſons are adorned with ſhells and feathers; round 
their middle they wear a narrow belt, from which is hung a 
matted belt which covers them behind and before as low as the 5 
knees. They had no other arms but ſpears with two or three 
Y T1 | prongs, 


A. D. prongs, which ſeemed. rather intended for attacking fiſh thag 
1774. men. The ſecond day after the' ſhip arrived on their coaſt they 


| vith the greateſt pleaſure. They faſtened a branch of the pep. 
per plant to the rope by which the nails were let down, which 
was the only return they made for the generofity of the ſtran. 


to, being 18 leagues i in length, and 8 at its greateſt breadth. lt 
is not only fertile, but appears to have been very anciently i in. 


feribed as the moſt ugly and ill proportioned that can well be 
imagined, and differing in almoſt every reſpe& from the other 
iflanders in the South-ſea. IT hey are of a dark colour, and di 
minutive ſize, long heads, monkey faces, their hair black and 
curly, but not ſo ſoft or woolly as that of a negroe. | 


'Y deep notch acroſs the body, which ſeems divided Into two 
parts by this tight and unnatural ligature. Moſt other nations 


turn. When they returned on ſhore the ſound of ſinging and 


: with A continued foreſt, of which a few: inſulated. ſpots only art 


17 in the Pacific Ocean. | 
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were with much difficulty prevailed on to approach near 
enough to receive ſome preſents, of which nails were:; accepted 


gers. Their language bears ſome reſemblance to that of the 
Friendly: Iſlands, 5 | 
. Mallicollo is the moſt coofideridle iNand next to Eſpirit San. 


habited, as the natives called it by nearly the ſame name which 
Quiros had received 160 years ago. The people here are de. 


go quite naked; and what increaſes their natural deformity 
a rope as thick as a man's finger tied round the belly, cutting 


invent ſome kind of covering from motives of ſhame, but here 
a roll of cloth, continually faſtened to the belt, rather diſplay 
than conceals, and is the oppoſite of modeſty. ' They are arm. 
ed with ſpears, bows and arrows; but are of a more pacific di 
poſition than moſt other ſavages, having ventured to the ſhip 
without much invitation, and received with much complacence 
the preſents offered them, for which they made a ſuitable r. 


beating their drums was heard all night. Mr. Foſter ſuppoſes 
there may be 50,000 inhabitants on this extenſive iſland, whic 


contains more than 60. ſquare miles, covered for the moſt pat 


cleared, which are loſt i in the extenſive wild wy ſmall 1 


J 
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Very few women were ſeen; but thoſe few were no leſs agly A.D.. 
than the men; of a ſmall ſtature, their heads, faces, and ſhoul- 1774r 
ders painted red. Their food conſiſts principally of vegetables, 

which they cultivate with much care; hogs and fowls abound, 

and by means of their canoes they draw a conſiderable ſupply : 


of 6h from the ocean. When the Reſolution was about ta 


depart, Captain Cook ſays, 5 the natives came off in canoes, 

« making exchanges with ſtill greater confidence than before, 
« and giving ſuch extraordinary proofs of their honeſty as ſur- 

« priſed us. As the ſhip at firſt had freſh way through the 

« water, ſeveral of the canoes dropped aſtern after they had 
« received goods, and before they had time to deliver theirs 
« in return; inſtead of taking advantage of this, as our friends _ 
« at the Society Iflands would have done, they uſed their ut 
« moſt efforts to get up with us, and deliver what they had 
« already been paid for; one man in particular followed us a 

« conſiderable time, and did not reach us till it was calm, 10 | 
« the thing was forgotten; as ſoon as he came along: ſide he 
« held up the article, which ſeveral on hoard were ready to 
« buy, but he refuſed to part with it till he ſaw the perſon to 

« whom he had before ſold i it; this perſon. not knowing the 

« man again, offered him ſomething i in return, which he con- 
« ſtantly refuſed, and ſhowing him what had been. given before, 
« at length made him ſenſible of the nice point of honour by 
« which he was actuated.“ Beſides excelling all their neighbours 1 
in probity, they appeared the moſt intelligent of any nation that 
had been ſeen in the South-ſea. They readily underftood the 
meaning conveyed by figns and geſtures, and in a few minutes 
taught the gentlemen of the ſhip ſeveral words in their language, 
which is wholly diſtin& from that general tongue of which ſo 

| many dialects are ſpoken at the Society Iſlands, the Marqueſas, 
Friendly Ifles, Eaſter Ifland and New Zealand. They were not, 
only afſiduous in teaching, but had great curioſity to learn the 
language of the ſtrangers, which | they pronounced*with ſuch = 
accuracy, and retained with ſuch force of recollection, as led 
their inſtructors to admire their extenſive faculties and quick : 
een fo . what they wn in ihe 5 or beauty 
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A, D. was amply compenſated to them in acuteneſs of underſtanding, 
— and probity of heart. 


more land was to be ſeen. 


Captain Cook continued ſixteen days at 1 iſland called 


Tanna, diſtinguiſhed by a furious volcano, which was ſeen 


burning at a great diſtance at ſea. The ſoil of this iſland is 
compoſed of decayed vegetables intermixed with the aſhes of 


the volcano, and the country is in general fo covered with trees, 
| ſhrubs, and plants, as to choak up the bread-fruit and cocoa 
nuts. 
proportioned than the Mallicolleſe. 
man was ſeen here; all are active and full of ſpirit. Their fea- 
tures are large, the noſe broad, but the eyes full and generally 
agreeable. They ſeem to excel in the uſe of arms, yet they are 


The natives are not numerous, but ſtronger and better 


not fond of labour; they never would put a hand to affiſt in 
any work the ſhip's company was carrying on, which the Indi- 
ans of other iſlands uſed to delight i in; here they throw all the 


laborious drudgery on the women, many of whom were ſeen 
carrying a child on their backs, and a bundle under their arm, 
and a fellow ſtrutting before them with only a club or a' ſpear. 
The plantations conſiſt of yams,” bananas, eddoes, and ſugar 


canes, all which, being very low, permit the eye to take in a 
great extent of country. There are plenty of hogs, but very 


few domeſtic fowls. Rats of the ſame ſpecies common in the 


other iſlands were ſeen running about in great numbers. They | 
particularly frequent the fields of ſugar Canes, where n q 
deſtructive depredations. 

Captain Cook continued ſurveying: chaſe ilands 3 the 
month of Auguſt 1774; from which he ſet ſail the iſt Sep- 
tember, and having ſtood to fouth-weſt all night, next day no 
On the 4th of September, being in 

the latitude of 19 degrees, 14 minutes ſouth, and the longitude | 
of 165 degrees eaſt, land was diſcovered bearing ſouth- ſout⸗ 
; welt, for which he continued to ſteer till fave in the evening, 


The ſhip had hardly got to an anchor on the 5th before it wm 1 


furrounded by a great number of canoes, carrying the natives, 


. moſt of whom were unarmed. They were prevailed on to ſe- 


ceive ſome preſents, lowered down to them by a rope, in return | 


for which they! tied two fiſh that ſtunk ee Theſe 
? mutual 


Not one ſingle corpulent 


d 
U 
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mutual exchanges brought on a degree of confidence; ſeveral A. D. 
came on board, and ſtayed dinner, but could not be perſuaded 17744 
to eat any thing but yams. They were curious in examining _ 
every part of the ſhip, which they viewed with uncommon at- 
tention. They were fond of ſpike- nails, and pieces of coloured 
cloth, eſpecially red. After dinner the captain went on ſhore 
with two armed boats, carrying with him one of the natives, 
who had conceived an attachment for him. They landed on a 
ſandy beach before a vaſt number of people, who had aſſembled 
merely from curiofity, The captain made preſents to all thoſe 
his friend pointed out, who were either old men, or fuch as 
ſeemed to be perſons of ſome note: he offered to make preſents 
to ſome women who ſtood behind the crowd, but his friend re - 
| ſtrained him from this act of complaiſance. A chief, named 
Teabooma, then made a ſpeech conſiſting of ſhort ſentences, 
to each of which two or three old men anſwered by nodding 
their heads and giving a kind of grunt, ſignificant of approba - 
tion. The ſpeech was made on account of the ſtrangers, to 
| whom it ſeemed to be very favourable, The captain having then 
inquired by figns for freſh water, ſome pointed to the eaſt, and 
others to the weſt, His friend undertook to conduct him to it. 
in the boats; and having rowed about two miles up the coaſt to 
the eaſt, where the ſhore was moſtly covered with mangrove 
trees, they entered by a narrow creek, which led to a little 
ſtraggling village, near which was abundance of freſh water, 
The ground near this village was finely cultivated, being laid 
out in plantations of ſugar cane, plantains, yams, and other 
roots, and watered by little rills, artfully conducted from the 
main ſtream which flowed from the hills. Here were fome co- 
coa-nut trees, which did not ſeem burdened with fruit: the 
crowing of cocks was heard, but none of them were ſeen. In 
proceeding up the creek, Mr. Foſter ſhot a duck, which was 
the firſt uſe theſe people ſaw of fire-arms. The captain's friend 
was at much pains to explain to his countrymen how it had 
deen killed. The day being far ſpent,” ſays the captain, « and 
the tide not permitting us to ſtay longer in the creek, we took 
« leave of the people, and got on board a little after ſun-ſct. 
s From this licele excurſion L tound we were to expect nothing 
de from | 


©. 


by N —_— l 
, 

WK 

7 1 „ 

: % * 

1229 

71 


„ avail Ait 


A. D. ga theſe people but the. privilege of viſiting their countn 
1774. unth{turbed:; for it was eaſy to ſee they had little more ths 
« good nature to beſtow. In this they exceeded all the nations 
t we had yet met; and, although it did not ſatisfy the demands 
« of nature, it at once pleaſed, and left our minds at eaſe,” 
The captain continued the greateſt part of the month in ex- 
amining this iſland, to which he gave the name of New Caledo- 
nia. It is the largeſt of all the tropical iſlands in thoſe parts, 
and, excepting New Holland and New Zealand, is the largeſt 
that has been diſcovered in the ſouth Pacific Occan. It extends 
from 19 degrees, 37 minutes, to 22 degrees, 30 minutes ſouth 
latitude, and from 163 degrees, 37 minutes, to 167 degrees, 14 
minutes eaſt longitude, being twelve degrees diſtant from New 
Holland, and the country bearing a ſtrong reſemblance to thoſe 
parts of New South Wales that lie under the ſame parallel of 
latitude. - The whole coaſt ſeems to be ſurrounded: by reefs and 
ſhoals which render the accefs to it very dangerous, but at the 
ſame time guard the coaſts againſt the violence of the wind and 
ſea, cauſe them to abound with fiſh, and ſecure an eaſy and ſafe | 
navigation for canoes. Theſe Indians are ſtout, tall, and in ge· 
ncral well proportioned; their beards and hair black and ſtrong 
7 ly frizzled, ſo as to be almoſt woolly in ſome individuals. They. 
are remarkably courteous and friendly; but their appearance is / 
| very indecent, every Caledonian being, like the natives of Tan- 
na and Mallicollo, an ambulant ſtatue of the Roman garden-god. 
Vet there was not a ſingle inſtance of the women permitting 
avy improper familiarities. They ſometimes indeed mixed in 
the crowd, and amuſed themſelves with encouraging the pro- 
poſals of the ſeamen, beckoning them to come along the buſhes; 
but, as ſoon as the ſailors followed, they gave them the lip, 
running away with great agility, and aging very! heartily at 

| Tour ridiculous diſappointment. - 
"Their houſes or huts are circular a8 a Penh <p full as 
tloſe and warm. The entrance is by a ſquare hole, big enough 
to admit a man bent double; the fide-walls four feet and a ball 
high; the roof more lofty, peaked at the top; and ſupporting | 
a poſt of wood ornamented with carving or ſhells. They com- 


monly erect ſeveral huts in the neighbourhood of each Pry | 
„ N 
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under a cluſter of thick fig-trees, whoſe foliage i is impervious to A. D. 

the rays of the ſun. The ſhip did not continue long enough 1774- 

on this coaſt for the captain to acquire any certain knowledge 

concerning the language, government, and religion of the na- 

tives. They are governed by chiefs, like the inhabitants of the 

New Hebrides, and pay a great degree of deference to old age. 

No circumſtance was obſerved i in their behaviour which denoted 

the ſmalleſt ſuperſtition of any kind. | 

After leaving New Caledonia, the Reſolution; feerig ſouth. 

ward, fell in with an uninbabited iſland the 1oth October, 1774, 

which the captain named Norfolk Iſle, in honout of the noble 

family of Howard. It lies in latitude 29 degrees 2 minutes 

ſouth, longitude 168 degrees 16 minutes eaſt. It is about three 

miles long; very ſteep, covered with cypreſs trees, abounding i in 

a red porous lava, which indicates that this iſland had been a 

volcano. The productions of New Zealand are here combined 

with thoſe of the New Hebrides and Caledonia; for the cypreſs 

of the one; as well as the cabbage palm of the other, flouriſh 

in great perfection, the former yielding timber for the carpen- 

ter, and the latter affording a moſt palatable and wholeſome re- 

freſhment. The fiſh caught here, together with the birds and 

vegetables; enabled the ſhip's company to fare ſumptuouſly every 

day during their ſtay; Here is likewiſe the valuable flax plant 

of New Zealand; all which circumſtances, if the iſland wers 

a little larger, would render it an Ts es Foes: for an = 

European ſettlement. ER 
The greateſt defect of Norfolk iſland, as wel as of all thoſe „„ 

ately viſited; is the ſcarcity of animal food, with which, how- a 

ever, they might eaſily be ſtored in great abundance. But this 

circumſtance obliged the captain to fail again for New Zealand, 

where he came to an anchor in Queen Charlotte's Sound the 

19th October, 1774. Here he continued till the roth of No- 

vember, when, having already ſatisfied himſelf of the non- exiſt- 

ence of an undiſcovered continent in the Pacific Ocean, he pro- 

ceeded to examine the Magellanic regions, and, by exploring the 

orting vnknown parts of the Atlantic and Indian oceans, to complete the 

com- 2 of the ſouthern hemiſphere. The firſt object of this cruiſe 

other, vas to diſcover an extenſive coaſt laid down by Mr. Dalrymple, 
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A. D. between 40 and 53 degrees weſt longitude, and in the latitude of 
1774: 54 and 58 degrees ſouth, in which he places the bay of St. Se. 
baſtian. But no ſuch coaſt was to be found; and as Captain 

Furneaux in the Adventure paſſed acroſs that part where the 
_ eaſtern and weſtern ſhores are laid down, it appears that no ſuch 
land exiſts in the fituation aſſigned to it in the Engliſh or French 
charts. On January 14th, 1775, land was diſcovered in lati. 
tude 53 degrees 56 minutes ſouth, longitude 39 degrees 24 mi- 
nutes weſt; the mountains appeared of an immenſe height, co. 
vered with ſnow and ice to the water's edge. Towards the 
. ſouth ſeveral low lands were feen, which appeared to have ſome 
verdure upon them, and were therefore called the Green Hlands, 
This land, which was at firſt ſuppoſed to be part of a great con- 
tinent, was found at length to be an iſland of 70 leagues | in cir. 
cuit, between the latitudes of 53 degrees 57 minutes and 54 
degrees 57 minutes ſouth, and the longltodas of 38 degrees 13 
minutes and 35 degrees 34 minutes welt. It is not eafy to con- 
ceive any thing more diſmal than the face of nature inthis iſland. 
Though it was in the midſt of the ſummer of that climate, the 
Hand feemed in a manner walled round with ice, and muſt have 
been nearly inacceſſible in any other ſeaſon. Captain Cook | 
landed in a bay on the northern ſide, which he called Poſſeſſion 
Bay, becauſe here he took. poſſeffion for his majeſty of this 
dreary manſion of ſterility under the name of Southern Geor- | 
gia, The head of the bay, as well as two places on each fide, } 
were terminated by perpendicular cliffs of great height, ſuch as 
are found in the harbour of Spitzbergen in the northern hemi- 
ſphere. Pieces were continually breaking off, and floating out 
to ſea; and a great fall happened while the ſhip was in the bay, 
which made a noiſe like cannon. The other parts of the 
country were not lefs favage and horrible. The wild rocks | 
_ raifed their lofty ſummits till they were loſt in the clouds, and 
the vallies lay involved in ſnow, affording no trees nor ſhrubs, | 
nor the leaſt ſigns of vegetation. Captain Cook examined alſo 
the ſouthern parts of this iſland, which afforded nothing but a 
ſtrong- bladed graſs growing in tuſts, wild burnet, and a plant 
of the moſſy kind ſpringing from the rocks. Seals, ſea- lions, 
ang penguins were 8 9 eee of animated mm | 
„ this 
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this land of deſolation, which the captain left on the 26th of A. D. 
January, intending to ſteer eaſt-ſouth-eaſt until he arrived in 60 1774. 
degrees latitude, beyond which he meant not to proceed, unleſs 
he diſcovered certain ſigns of falling in with land. In the pro- 
ſecution of this deſign he met with nothing but thick fogs and 
continual iſlands of ice, the unintermitting aſpect of which at 
length tired even this perſevering adventurer. Many e ee 
were at this time afflicted with ſevere rheumatic pains and colds, 
and ſome were ſuddenly taken with fainting fits, fince their un- 
wholeſome, juiceleſs food could not ſupply the waſte of animal 
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e ſpirits. When the hope of reaching a milder climate diffuſed a 

8. general ſatisfaction, another frozen country roſe to their view 

Ne the 31ſt January. Captain Cook gave the name of Sandwich 

r- Land to this diſcovery, which may poſlibly be the northern 

64 point of a continent; for he is of opinion, that there is a tract 

13 of land near the pole, which is the ſource of moſt of the ice 

N- that is ſpread over this vaſt ſouthern ocean. He likewiſe thinks 

nd. that it extends fartheſt to the north, oppoſite the ſouthern At- 

the lantic and Indian oceans, becauſe ice was always found more to 

are. the north in thoſe ſeas than in the ſouthern Pacific, which he 

Dok imagines would not happen unleſs there was land of conſidera- 

on ble extent to the ſouth. But the danger of exploring theſe un- 

this known regions of winter is ſo great that he concludes, ſeeming- 

eor- ly on good grounds, that no man will ever venture farther than 

ſide, he has done. The moſt ſouthern extremity that was ſeen lies i, 
h as in latitude 59 degrees 30 minutes ſouth, longitude 27 degrees i" 
i- zo minutes weſt. To this he gave the name of Southern Thule, 15 
3 ont beyond which nothing, perhaps, will ever be diſcovered. It is | \ 
bay, impoſſible to conceive any proſpect more inexpreſſibly horrid vt ; 
* the than the appearance of this country; a country doomed by na- in 
rocks ture never to feel the genial warmth of the ſun's rays, and 4 
, and where all life and vegetation are for ever ſhut up in eternal froſt. 1 
\rubs, This forbidden coaſt admitted of no anchorage; every place | 
d allo | that looked like a harbour being blocked up with ice. Captain | 1 
but a Cook havipg thus fully accompliſhed the deſign of his voyage, ; 1 
plant proceeded northward, and arrived at the Cape of Good Hops . 1 
lions, 4% above mentioned. | 


ture in 


22 2 5 1 Before 
this | eos 


A.D. Before we conclude the hiſtory of this voyage, it n not be 
1774. omitted that Captain Cook, when he returned to Otaheite, 
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April 1774, had an opportunity of examining with more accu- 
racy than had been hitherto done, the naval force of this iſland. 


Having gone by appointment to the diſtrict called Opparee, to 


pay a viſit. to Otoo the king, he obſerved a number of large 


canoes in motion; all of which, to the number of three hun- 
dred and thirty, drew up in regular order, completely manned 
and equipped. "The veſſels were decorated with flags and 
ſtreamers, fo that the whole made a more ſplendid appearance 


than could have been expected in thoſe ſeas. Their inſtruments 
of war were clubs, ſpears, and ſtones; the canoes were ranged 


cloſe along fide of each other with their heads aſhore, and the 
ſtem to the ſea z the admirals veſſel being nearly in the centre, 
| Beſides the veſ cls of war, there were an hundred and ſeventy 


fail of ſmaller double canoes, all with a little houſe upon them, 


and rigged with maſt and fail, which the war canoes had not. 
The former muſt have been intended for tranſports and victual- 


lers, for in the war canoes there was no fort of proviſions 


whatever, In all the three hundred and thirty veſſels the cap- 


1 a8 gueſſed there might be ſeven thouſand ſeven hundred and 


ſixty men, a number which, he ſays, appears incredible, eſpe- 


cially as he was told the whole belonged to two diſtrifts, the | 


iſland being divided into more than forty. In this computation, 
however, he allowed but forty 1 men, troops and rowers, to each 
of the larger canoes, and eight to each of the ſmaller; an eſti- 


mate which all his officers agreed! rather to fall ſhort of, than to | 
exceed the truth. The fleet was going out to attack the inha- | 
. bitants of Eimeo, who had ventured to provoke the Otaheiteans 


to a naval engagement. The captain was obliged to depart before 


he ſaw the concluſion of this affair; but the marine ſtrength | 
which he witneſſed led him to important reflections concerning 


_ the populouſneſs of Otaheite. “ It had been obſerved,” he ſays, 


« that the number of war canoes belonging to the diſtricts of | 


"on Attahourou and Abopata was an hundred and fixty ; to Tet- 


aha forty, and to Matavai ten; and that this diſtrict did 
not equip one fourth part of that number. If we ſuppoſe 
OY every diſtrict 1 in the iſland, os which there are forty-three, ta | 
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« raiſe and equip 1720 war canoes, and 68,000 able ſeamen 
« allowing forty men to each canoe. And, as theſe cannot 
« amount to above one third part of the number of both ſexes, 
« children included, the whole iſland cannot contain leſs than 
« 204,000 inhabitants; * 2 number which at firſt Gght exceed- 
e ed my belief. But, when I came to reflect on the vaſt 
« ſwarms which appeared wherever we came, I was convinced 
ee that this eſtimate was not much, if at all, too great. There 
„ cannot be a greater proof of the richneſs and fertility of Ota- 
« heite, (not forty. leagues in circuit), than its ſupporting ſuch 
« a number of inhabitants.” We now return from deſcribing 
the diſcoveries of this enterpriſing and judicious commander, 
to relate the ſequel of our domeſtic misfortunes. 


. | It has been already obſerved, that although the miniſtry had 
t. giren way to the refractory ſpirit of the colonies in many other 
1 inſtances, yet the odious and ill-jud ged tax on tea imported into 
ns America was ſtill ſupported by the force of an act of parlia- 
p- ment. This regulation, which had been much objected to at 
nd home, was univerſally obnoxious on the other fide of the Atlan- 
pe⸗ te. The Americans foreſaw, that if the tea was once landed, 
the and in the hands of conſignees appointed by the Eaſt-India come 
on, pany, which had lately fallen under the direction of govern- 
ach ment, it would be impoſſible to prevent its ſale and conſump- 
eſti- tion; and they therefore conſidered the duty on this commo- 
n tq dity as a meaſure calculated to deceive them into a general 
nha- compliance with the revenue laws, and thereby to open a door 
eant to unlimited taxation. Beſides, all the dealers both legal and 
fore clandeſtine, who, as tea is an articte of ſuch general conſump- 
ngth tion in America, were extremely powerful, ſaw their trade at 
rning once taken out of their hands. Views of private intereſt thus 
ſays, conſpiring with motives of public zeal, the ſpirit of oppoſition 
s of univerſally diffuſed itſelf throughout the colonies, who deter- 

) Tet- mined to Over the ag.) of the: tea by every means in their 

N did err. 
appoſe Meanwhile the tea Hips had ſailed from W d Odober, 
ree, to 1773, with the following deſtinations : For Boſton, New York, 


ind een three ſhips, each loaded . 600 cheſts of | 
tea; 


« raiſe and equip the fame number of war canoes as Tettaha, A. D. 
« we ſhall find, by this eſtimate, that the whole iſland can 1774. 
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A. D. tea; for Charleſtown and Rhode- Iſland, two ſhips, loaded with 
1774. 200 cheſts each; the whole amounting to 2200 cheſts. As the 


power of Great Britain. 


time of this arrival approached, the people aſſembled in diffe. 
rent places in great bodies in order to concert meaſures for pre- 


venting this dangerous importation. The conſignees appointed 


for vending the tea by the Eaſt-India company, were compel. 
led, in moſt places, at the riſk of their lives and properties, to 


relinquiſh their employments. Commyttees were appointed by 
the people to propoſe teſts, and to puniſh thoſe who refuſed 


ſubſcribing whatever was propoſed, as enemies to their coun- 
try. In the tumultuary aſſemblies held on theſe occaſions in- 


numerable reſolutions were paſſed derogatory to the legiſlative 
Inflammatory hand-bills and other 
| ſeditious papers were publiſhed at New York, Charleſtown, and 
Philadelphia; but Boſton, which had ſo long taken the lead in 
rebellion, was the ſcene of the firſt outrage, The ſhips laden 
with tea having arrived in that port, were boarded (18th De. 


cember, 1773) by a number of armed men, under the diſguiſe 


ble cargoes into the ſea. 
lowed this pernicious example. 
was landed under the cannon of a man of war. 


of Mohawk Indians, who in a few hours diſcharged the valua- 
Charleſtown in South Carolina fol. 
At New York alone the tea 


When the American diſpatches arrived, March 7, 1774, and 
brought advice of the outrages committed againſt the tea-ſhips 


at Boſton, his majeſty ſent a meſſage to both houſes, in which 


they are informed, that in conſequence of the unwarrantable 
practices carried on in North America, and particularly of the 


violent proceedings at the town and Port of Boſton, with a view | 
of obſtructing the commerce of this kingdom, and upon grounds 


and pretences immediately ſubverſive of its conſtitution, it was 


thought fit to lay the whole matter before parliament ; that they |} 
may enable his majeſty to take ſuch meaſures as may be moſt | 

| likely to put an immediate ſtop to thoſe diſorders, and conſider | 

© what farther regulations may be neceſſary for ſecuring the exe- 
cution of the laws, and the juſt dependence of the colonies upon | 
the crown and parliament of Great Britain. | 

delivered this meſſ⸗ age allowed, that the deſtruction of the tea at 


Boſton might have been prey ented * calling in the aſſiſtance of 
:. 
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the naval force which lay in the harbour; but as the leading A. D. 
men in that city had always made great complaints of the in- 1774. 
terpoſition of the army and navy, and charged all diſturbances 
of every ſort to their account, this aſſiſtance had with great 
prudence been declined; the Boſtonians were left to the free 
exerciſe of their own judgment, and the * had given the 
lie to all their former profeſſions. 

The meſſage and declaration ſeemed to be at variance with 
each other. In the former his majeſty deſires the parliament to 
impower him to ſtop the courſe of diſorders, which the mini- 

ſter allows might have been prevented by the exertion of that 

force with which he was already entruſted. But it ſeems that 
government had not as yet been ſufficiently perſuaded of the evil 
intentions of the inhabitants of Boſton, and wiſhed to give them 

à farther opportunity of diſplaying the moſt extenſive depravity 

ol their political characters. This beipg now evident to every 
unprejudieed mind, the miniſter opened his plan for the reſtora- 
tion of peace, order, juſtice, and commerce in the Maſſachuſet' 8 
Bay. He ſtated, that the oppoſition to the authority of parlia- 
ment had always originated i in that colony, which had been inſti- 
gated to a rebellious conduct by the irregular and ſeditious pro- 
ceedings of the town of Boſton. That therefore, for the pur- 
poſe of a thorough reformation, it became neceſſary to begin with 
that town, which by a late unparalleled outrage had led the way 

to the deſtruCtion of commerce in all parts of America. That, 
had ſuch an inſult been offered to Britiſh property in a foreign 
port, the nation would have been entitled to demand ſatisfaction. 
He propoſed, therefore, that the town of Boſton ſhould be ob- 
liged to pay for the tea which had been deſtroyed, and to give 
ſecurity in future, that trade may be ſafely carried on, property 
protected, laws obeyed, and duties regularly paid. For this pur- 
pole, he faid, it would be neceſſary to take away from Boſton the 
privilege of a port until his majeſty ſhould be ſatisfied in theſe 
particulars. Upon theſe arguments leave was given to bring in 
a bill (March 14th) “ for the immediate removal of the officers 
concerned in collecting the cuſtoms from the town of Boſton 
in the province of the Maſſachuſet's Bay in North America, | 
" and to diſcontinue the landing and diſcharging, lading and 
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A. D. * ſhipping of goods, wares, and merchubdite at the ſaid town 
1774.0 of Boſton, or within the harbour thereof.” This bill paſſed 
in the houſe of commons the 25th of March and, after being 
carvied up to the lords, received the royal aſſent the z iſt of 
March: .--- | 
his law forms the æra at which has been dated the deciſive 
reſolution af parliament to proceed to extremities with the pro- 
vince of Maſſachuſet's Bay. Beſides the ſhips of war already 
in America, the Preſton, Admiral Graves, with the Royal Oak, 
Worceſter, and Egmont; were ordered to repair with all con- 
venient ſpeed to Boſton: But at the ſame time that theſe reſo. 
jutions were taken, General Gage was appointed governor of the | 
obnoxious colony, a gentleman who had long reſided there, and 
was well acquainted with the inhabitants, with whom he had 
formed the moſt intimate connections. This to many afforded 
2 proof that the miniſtry had fallen back into their former irre- 
ſolution; and the Boſtonians threatened on the one hand with 
an act which deprived them of their ordinary means of ſubſiſt- 
ence, and ſoothed on the other by the appointment of a gover- 
nor moſt agreeable to their wiſhes, maintained their wonted Wi 
ſpirit, and continued to defy the equivocal, temporizing timidity 
of the mother country: They ventured to hold a town-meeting, | 
at which they reſolved to invite the other colonies to ſtop all im- 
f ports and exports to and from Great Britain, Ireland; and the 
WWeſt Indies, until the Boſton port bill ſhould be repealed. They | 
artfully connected the ſafety of the liberties of North America 
with the puniſhment of one rebellious city, and; expatiating on 
the injuſtice and cruelty of the odious bill, appealed from it td | 
God and the world. The governor arrived the middle of May, | 
and was received at Boſton with the uſual honoufs. He laid | 
; nothing before the provincial afſembly but what the ordinary | 
buſineſs required; but gave them notice of their removal to 
the town of Salem on the firſt of Juneg in purſuance « of the. 
late act of parliament. | 
Meanwhile the Boſton port bi u, as well as the reſolutions | 
taken at the town-meeting, were deſpatched to every part of the | 
continent. Theſe, like the Fury's torch, ſet the countries erer) 
where in a Hame throu gh which they paſſed. At New York the 
| & | EN [populace ; 
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$opulace had copies of the bill printed upon mourning paper, A. D. 
which they cried about the ſtreets, under the title of a barbarous, 1774 · 
cruel, bloody, and inhuman murder. The houſe of burgetles in 
Virginia appointed the firſt of June; the day on which the Bo- 
ſton bill was to have effect, to be ſet apart for faſting, prayer, 
and humiliation z an example which was followed by almoſt 
every province of North America. Even the inhabitants of Sa- 
lem, who derived evident advantage from the degradation of a 
neighbouring town, declared, that they muſt be dead to every 

idea of juſtice, and loſt to all the feelings of humanity, if they 
could indulge one thought to ſeize on wealth, and raiſe _ 
| fortunes on the ruins of their ſuffering neighbours. 
Thus the Boſton port bill, unaſſiſted by theſe active exertions 
of the military or naval power of Great Britain which might 
have rendered it an object of terror, raiſed a flame from one 
end to the other of the continent of America, and united all the ” 
old colonies in one common cauſe. They all agreed in determi- 
ning not to ſubmit to the payment of any internal taxes that were 
not impoſed by their own afſemblies, and to ſuſpend all com- 
merce with the mother country, until the American grievances in 
general, and thoſe of Maſſachuſet's Bay in particular, were fully 
redreſſed. Nor were they leſs unanimous in entering into a ge- 
neral agreement, which was formed at Boſton under the name 
of a ſolemn league and covenant; for mutually ſupporting each 
other, and maintaining what they deemed the rights of freemen, 
inviolate. 'Fhey ſoon after appointed deputies from each pro- = 
vince to attend a General Congreſs, which ſhould contain the 
united voice and wiſdom of America, and which they agreed 
ſhould be held at Philadelphia the th of September, 1774. 
Among the firſt acts of this aſſembly was a declaration, in 
which they acknowledge their dependence, but inſiſt on their 
pivilzges. They cheerfully conſent to the operation of ſuch 
als of the Britiſh legiſlature as are confined to the regulation of 
their external commerce, for the purpoſe of ſecuring the com- 
mercial advantages of the whole empire to the mother country: 
but they infiſt, that the foundation of the Engliſh conſtitution 
adot all free government, is a right in the people to participate 
| in their legiſlative council, and as the colonies are not, and from 
Vol. iT > "SA - + | various 
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A. D. various 8 cannot be repreſented in the Britiſh ame 
47 74.7 they are entitled to a free and excluſive legiſlation in their ſeve- 


ral provincial aſſemblies, i in all caſes of taxation and internal po- 
licy. They recommend to the ſeveral provinces the continuance 
of the meaſures which they had already adopted, for eſtabliſh. 
ing a powerful national militia, and for raifing money to pay 
thole brave troops who would at eyery hazard defend the pri- 
yileges of America. 

The General Congreſs gave 2 cab to the deſigns of 


| Rt colonies differing in religion, manners and forms of go. 
vernment, and infected with all the local prejudices and aver- 


ſions incident to neighbouring ſtates. The ſtrength which all 


derived from this formidable union might have been ſufficient | 


to alarm Great Britain; but the miniſtry, inſtead of fleets and 


armies, continued {till to fight the Americans with acts of parlia- 
ment. For this purpoſe the £*{ lord of the treaſury moved, 


177 5. oth February, 1775, for leave to bring in a bill to reſtore the 


trade and commerce of the province of Maſſachuſet's Bay and 
New Hampſhire, as well as of the colonies of Connecticut and 
Rhode Iſland; and to prohibit theſe provinces from carrying on 
any fiſhery on the banks of Newfoundland, and other places 


therein mentioned. Upon the third reading of this bill a mo- 
tion was made for an amendment, that the colonies of New } 
| Jerſey, Pennſylvania, Maryland, Virginia, and South Carolina, | 
ſhould be included in the ſame reſtrictions with the New Eng- 
land provinces. This amendment, kowever, was over-ruled ; 
although it could hardly be denied that theſe provinces had ren- | 
dered themſelves equally culpable with thoſe of New England. 
Nearly about the ſame time, parliament voted an augmentation | 
of 4383 ſoldiers, and 2000 ſeamen; and it was intended that 
the troops at Boſton ſhould amount to full ten thouſand, a num 
ber deemed more than ſuſſicient for quelling the preſent diſturb- 
ince. While the nation ſeemed in general heartily to concur in 
thoſe vigorous meaſures, they were not a little aſtoniſhed at the 
famous conciliatory motion made by Lord North, containing 
the following reſolution : © That when the governor, council 
aud aſſembly of any colony ſhould be willing to contribute 


“ their proportion to the common defence, ang for the ſupport W 
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« per tO forbear impoſing Or. levying any tax, duty or aſſeſſment 
« from the ſaid province, excepting only ſuch duties as it may 
« be expedient to impoſe for the regulation of commerce.” 
This propoſition was conſidered by many of thoſe who ſupport- 


every other meaſure intended to diſunite their intereſts. 


vailed among the troops and inhabitants at Boſton, broke out 


d, into action. It is ſtill undecided which party commenced ho- 
he ſtilites; but the Kkirmiſhes at Lexington and Concord, proved 
nd the bravery of the Provincials far ſuperior to the ideas general- 
nd ly entertained of it. The blood ſhed on theſe occaſions excited 
on the greateſt indignation i in the other colonies, and they prepa- 
ces red for war with as much eayerneſs and deſpatch, as if an enemy 
no- bad already appeared in their own territories. In ſome places 
\ew | the magazines were ſeized, in others the treaſury, and without 
ina, waiting for any account or advice, a ſtop was almoſt every 
Ng- | where put: at the ſame time to the exportation of proviſions. 
led; The governor and forces at Boſton, as well as the inhabitants, 
tene continued cloſely blocked up by land; while they were exclud- 
and. ed from all ſupplies of freſh proviſions, which the neighbouring | 
ation countries could have afforded them by ſea. As the military 
that ſtores began to be exhauſted without the poſſibility of receiving 
num- any ſpeedy ſupply, the governor thought proper to enter into a 
turdy capitulation with the Boſtonians, by which, upon condition of 
ur in nn, up their arms, they were owed to depart with all 
1 the their other effects. Though all the poor and helpleſs were ſent 
zining cut, and many others obtained paſſports both then, and dt 
ounci lickerent times afterwards, yet the greater part of the inhabi- 
Aba tnts were upon different grounds obliged to remain in the city, J 
upport 


Which breach of faith, a as We r termed it, on the part 


es of the civil government, ſach proportion to be raiſed under A. D. 
« the authority of the aſſembly of that province it will be pro- 1775. 
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ed the general meaſures of government, as a dereliction of thoſe 
rights which they had hitherto contended to be eſſential to the 

Britiſh legiſlature; while the oppoſition afferted, that it would 
be received with the ſame indignation by the Americans, as 


This law which occaſioned great diſcontents in England, met 
not with the ſmalleſt regard in America. While the parlia- 
ment were employed in enacting it, the ill humour that pre- 
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A. D. of General Gage, 1s deſcribed with great indignation | in all their 
1775. ſubſequent publications. 
Tze Continental Congreſs met at Philadelphia May roth, 
177 55 and adopted ſuch meaſures as confirmed the people i in 
their warlike reſolutions. They provided for the array and 
ſupport of an army, named generals, eſtabliſhed a paper curren- 
cy, for the realizing the value of which the Twelve United Co- 
te Jonies? became ſecurities; ſoon after Georgia acceded to the 
Congreſs, from which time they were diſtinguiſhed by the name 
of the © Thirteen United Colonies.” It was ſaid, that in-the 
whole extent of North America, from Nova Scotia to Florida, 
near 200,000 men were training to arms under the auſpices of 
the Congreſs. This aſſembly took meaſures not only for de- 
fending themſelves, but for diſtreſſing their enemies. They 
ſtrictly prohibited the ſupplying of the Britiſh fiſheries with any | 
. Kind of proviſion; and, to render this order effectual, ſtopt all . 
exportation to thoſe colonies and iſlands which ſtill retained 
their obedience. This prohibition occaſioned no ſmall diſtreſs 
to the people at Newfoundland, and to all thoſe employed in 
the fiſheries; inſomuch that, to prevent an abſolute famine, 
ſeveral ſhips were under a neceſſity of returning light from that 
ſtation, to carry out cargoes of provifions from Ireland. 
In the mean time ſeveral private perſons, belonging to the 
back parts of Connecticut, Maſſachuſet's, and New York, 
without any public command, or participation that bas hitherto | 
been diſcovered, undertook an expedition of the utrnoſt impor- | 
tance, and which threatened to deprive Great Britain of every | 
ſingle poſſeſnon which ſhe held in North America. This was 
the ſurpriſe of Ticonderago, Crown-Point, and other fortreſſes, 
ſituated upon the lakes, and commanding the paſſes between the 
ancient Engliſh colonies and Canada. Theſe adventurers, 
amounting in the whole to about 240 men, ſeized Ticonderago | 
and Crown-Point, in which they found above 200 pieces of. 
cannon, beſides mortars, howitzers, and large quantities of va- } 
rious ſtores; they alſo took two, veſſels, which gave them tbe. | 
command of Lake Champlain, and materials ready prepared at 
Ticonderago for the equipping of others. 
Although the troops, at Boſton were greatly! reinforced by | 


the arrival of. the generals Howe, Durgoyne, and Clinton, 2, 
conſidera 


conſiderable body of marines, and ſeveral regiments from Ire- A. D. 
land, they continued patiently to ſubmit to all the inconveni- 1775. 
ences of a blockade; nor did they receive any conſiderable aſ- 
ſiſtance from the great number of ſhips of war which almoſt 
ſurrounded the peninſula. The Congreſs publiſhed a reſolution, 
June 8th, importing the compact between the crown and the 


people of Maſtachuſet's- Bay to be diſſolved. This was fol- 


lowed by a proclamation of General Gage, (June 12th), by 
which a pardon was offered, in the king's name, to all thoſe. 


who ſhould forthwith lay down their arms, and puniſhment de- 


nounced againſt thoſe who obſtinately perſiſted in diſobedience. 
They were to be treated as rebels and traitors; and, as the re- 


gular courſe of juſtice was ſtopped, martial law was to take 


place until the rules of civil equity were e reſtored to their due 
efficacy. 

The Provincials, ed this ofackmarion as an imme- 
diate prelude to boſtility, determined to be before-hand with _ 
their enemies. Having made the neceflary preparations for 
ſeizing the port of Charleſtown, they ſent a number of men, 
with the greateſt privacy in the night, to throw up works upon 
Bunker's Hill. This was effected with ſuch extraordinary or- 
der and ſilence, and ſuch incredible diſpatch, that none of the 
ſhips of war, which covered the ſhore, heard the noiſe of the 
workmen, who by the morning had made a ſmall but ſtrong 
redoubt, conſiderable entrenchments, and a breaſt-work, that 
was in ſome parts cannon proof. The fight of theſe works 
was the firſt thing that alarmed the Lively man of war, and her 
guns called the town, camp, and fleet to behold a fight, which 
ſeemed little leſs than a prodigy. A heavy and continual fire 
of cannon, howitzers, and mortars, was from this time carried 


on againſt the works, from the ſhip, and floating batteries, as 


well as from the top of Cop's Hill in Boſton, About noon _ 
General Gage cauſed a conſiderable body of troops to be em- 
barked under the command of Major-general Howe, and Bri. 
padier-general Pigot, to drive the Provincials from their works. 
Theſe troops, conſiſting of ten companies of grenadiers, as ma- 
ny of light infantry, and the 5th, 38th, 43d, and 52d battalions, 255 


| fi a proper train of artillery, were landed and drawn up 
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A. D. without dppofitiony under Uie fire of the, ſhips of FOR The 
5 two generals found the enemy ſo numerous, and in ſuch a po- 
ſture of defence, that they thought it neceſſary to ſend back for 

a reinforcement before they commenced the attack; they were 
accordingly joined by two companies of light infantry and gre- 
nadiers, by the 49th regiment, and by the firſt Battalion of 
marines, amolinting in _ whole to as more than 2008 
Men = 
The attack began by a oft ecke fire of cannon 80 . 
deter under which the troops advanced ſlowly towards' the 
enemy, to afford an opportunity to the artillery to ruin "the 
works, and to throw the Provincials into confuſion, "Theſe, 
however ſuſtamed the aſſault with a firmneſs that would have 
donechonour to regular troops, and detached a body of men to 
Charleſtown which covered their right flank. General Pigot, 
hd commanded the right wing, was thus obliged to engage 
at the fame time with the lines and with thoſe in the Houſes. 
During this conflict Charleſtown was ſet on fire; wh ther by | 
the troops, or by carcaſſes thrown from the ſhips, 1 is Uncertain, 
but that large and beautiful town, which, being the firſt ſettle- 
ment in the colony, was conlidered as the mother of Boſton, 
was in one day burnt to the ground. The Provincials did not 
return a ſhot until the king's forces had approached almoſt to 
the works, where a moſt dreadful fire took place, by which 
above a thouſand of our braveſt men and officers fell. In this 
action, one of the hotteſt ever known, (conſidering the number 
engaged), our troops were thrown into ſome diſorder; but in 
this critical moment General Clinton, who arrived from Boſton | 
during the engagement, rallied them by a happy manœuvre, 
and brought them inſtantaneouſly to the charge. They attack- 
ed the works with fixed bayonets and irreſiſtible bravery, and 
carried them in every quarter. The Provincials fought delpe- 
rately, but being, as they affirm, deſtitute of bayonets, and their 
powder expended, they were obliged to retreat over Charleftown I 
neck, which was enfiladed by the guns of the Glaſgow man of | 
war, and of two floating batteries. The king's troops took | 
five pieces of cannon, but no priſoners except thirty, who were | 

_ ſeverely wounded that they Wale not ot efcape. 8 | 
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of Bunker's Hill, which was immediately fortified, enlarged the 1775 
quarters of the troops, who had been much incommoded by 
| the treightneſs in which they were confined in Boſton ; but 
this advantage was counterbalanced by the great additional duty - 
' which they were now obliged to perform. Beſides, the Pro- 
vincials loſt no time in throwing up works upon another hill 
oppoſite to Bunker's, on the fide of Charleſtown. neck which 


was (till in their poſſeſſion. The troops were thus as cloſely 
inveſted in this peninſula as they had been in Boſton. Their 


. * 

| 5 | ſituation was irkſome and degrading, being ſurrounded” aud 
5 inſulted by an enemy whom they had been taught to deſpiſe, 
| and cut off from all thoſe weden of e they W in 


the greateſt need. 


« The reſentment eraticncd by their ſufferings menen engz⸗ | 1 5 
8 ged them to continue a great cannonade upon the works of the * 
If provincials, which could have little other effect than to inure 
by them to that ſort of ſervice in which they were employed. A 
1 regiment of light cavalry, which arrived from Ireland, increaſed 
Ie. the wants of the garriſon, without being of the ſmalleſt uſe, as 
hi the cavalry were never able to ſet, foot without the fortifications. 
-\ _ The hay which grew upon tae iſlands in the bay, as well as the 
* ſheep and cattle which they contained, became an object of 
TN great attention to the king's troops; but the Provincials having 
this | prepared a number of whaling boats, and being maſters of the 
as 1 ſhore and inlets of the bay, were, notwithſtanding the number 
8: of the thips of war and. armed veſſels, too ſucceſsful in burning, 
hs celtroying, and carrying away thoſe eſſential articles of ſupply. 
= Theſe enterpriſes brought on ſeveral ſkirmiſhes, and the enemy 
ha | grew at length ſo daring that they burnt the light-houſe fituated 
in on an ifland at the entrance of the harbour, though a man of 
dhe war lay within a mile of them at the time; and ſome carpenters 
hel being afterwards ſent, under the protection of a ſmall party of 
. marines, to erect a temporary light-houſe, they killed or carried 
1 00 off the whole detachment. From this time a ſort of predatory 
o war commenced between the king's ſhips and the inhahitanlts on . 
7 5 different parts of the coaſt. The former, being refuſed the 


lupplies of proviſions and neceſſaries which they wanted for 
. themſelves 


The * of part of the peninſula af Charleſtown, and A. D. 
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A. D. themſelves or the army, endeavoured to obtain them by force; 
1775+and in theſe attempts were frequently oppoſed, and fometimes 


| ſhorteſt notice be rendered ſuperior to any force that our rivals | 
could aſſemble. The motion for the augmentation was paſſed; | 
| though not without ſevere animadverſion from the moſt diſtin- 


the New-England provinces, was alſo a continual ſource of ani. 
moſity and violence, the proprietors hazarding all dangers. in 
defending or recovering their veſſels; Theſe conteſts drew the 


firmly determined, than on any former occaſion, to purſue what 
oppoſition diſtinguiſhed by the epithets of cruel, bloody, and 
rejected with contempt or indignation ; and it was determined 


and to employ ſuch fleets and armies in the enſuing year as bad 
never before entered the new world. A motion was made from 


including 6665 marines, ſhould be voted for the ſervice of the | 


the ſervices to which the navy ſhould be applied; particularly, | 
that the fleet on the North- American ſtation ſhould amount to 


and, what was of more weight than profeſſions, their ptepara- | 


NAVAL HISTORY: 


repulſed with loſs by the country people. The ſeizing of ſhips, 
in conformity to the new laws for reſtraining the commerce of 


vengeance of the men of war upon ſeveral of the ſmall towns 
upon the ſea coaſts, ſome of which underwent a ſevere chaſtiſe- 


ment. | Wee | 5 | 
The parliament, which met in October 1775, ſeemed more 


were called vigorous meaſures by the majority, and which the 
unjuſt. The American petitions addreſſed to the crown were 


to carry on the war with a ſpirit that ſhould aſtoniſh all Europe, 


the admiralty, in the committe of ſupply, that 28,000 ſeamen, 


year 1776. This was accompanied with a general outline of 


78 ſail. This would, doubtleſs, employ the greateſt part of the 
ſeamen propoſed; and happily the affairs of Europe did not re. 
quire any conſiderable exertion of our naval ſtrength. The | 
profeſſions of the neighbouring courts were pacific and friendly; 


tions were nowiſe alarming. At any rate our guard-ſhips were 
ſo numerous and ſo well appointed, that they might on the 


guiſhed of our naval commanders, who arraigned in the plaineſt 
terms the preſent government and conduct of our naval affairs, 
and infiſted that the eſtabliſhment now propoſed, though to) 


os Kine GEORGE W. 377 
great oe peace, was by no means adequate to the demands of A. D. 
4 war. n 6 | 1775. 
On the day following, (amn Noveniber),. the miniſter of the 
war department, having laid the eſtimates for the land ſervice 


before the committee of {upply, ſhewed that our whole military 
force would amount to 55,000 men, of which upwards of 


i 25,000 would be employed in America. On this occaſion alſo 
. many gentlemen affirmed, that the propoſed force was totally 
unequal, to the purpoſe of conquering America by force of arms, 

the meaſure upon which the miniſtry ſeemed now abſolutely de- il 
e termined. This was ſupported by the opinion of a great gene h | 
K ral officer who had been long in adminiſtration; the other mi- — _ 
bs litary gentlemen were called upon to declare their * if they 


A few days afterwards; the firſt lord of the. treaſury brought ES 
in the famous prohibitory bill, totally interdicting all trade and _ | 
intercourſe with the 'Thirteen United Colonies. All property of . 
Americans; whether of ſhips or goods, on the high ſeas or in is 
harbour, are declared forfeited to the captors; being the officers 
and crews of his majeſty's ſhips of war; and ſeveral clauſes - 


re 


thought other wiſe, but they all continued ſilent. = 
ed | 


om 


en, 5 ; 
157 were inſerted in the bill to facilitate and leſſen the expence of 
of the condemning of prizes, and the recovery of prize-money. 


rly, | 
tio! 
the 
tre- 
The 
dlys 
bara- 
were 


the crown to appoint commiſſioners, who, beſides the power 
of granting pardons to individuals, were authorized to inquire 
into general grievances, and empowered to determine whether | 
any part, or the whole of a colony, were returned to that ſtate = 
of obedience which entitled them to be received within the 1 
king's peace and protection, in which caſe the reſtrictions of the „ 
preſent bill were to ceaſe in their favour. 
Alter all the boaſted preparations for boſiility, the ſeeming 


But, in order to ſoften theſe harſh meaſures, the bill enabled 
| 
| 
| 


the = 
15 contradiction in this bill was thought by many to ſupport the _ 1 
led; conſiſtent character of adminiſtration. It was ſtill the ſame al- i | 
iſtin- | ternative of war and peace z peace offered by Great Britain who | = 
aineſt had received the injury, and not by her enemies, dn whom ſhe _ 
Fares! pretended to be ready to wreak the whole weight of her ven- 


h tos 
great 


geance. This mixed ſyſtem of war and conciliation was repre- 
ſented as n. improper at the preſent juncture. The meaſure 
Vo L. IV. | Vf. ee, 
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A. D. adopted, whether of peace or war, ſhould be clear, ſimple and 
1775. decided, not involved in doubt, perplexity and darkneſs, If 
war is reſolved, and it is determined to compel America to ſub- 
mifſſion, let the means of coercion be ſuch as will, to a moral 
certainty, infure ſucceſs. Our fleets and armies muft command 
terms, which will in vain be folicited by our commiſſioners, 
While theſe preparations and debates occupied the Britiſh ſe. 
nate, the deſigns of the Americans gradually became more da- 
ring. Their ſucceſsful expedition to the lakes, with the reduc. 
tion of Ticonderago and Crown Point, had opened the gates of 
Canada; and the Congreſs came to the bold reſolution of ſend- 
ing a force to invade and conquer that loyal colony. The Ge. 
nerals Schuyler and Montgomery, with two regiments of New 
York militia, a body of New-England. men, amounting in the 
whole to three thouſand, were appointed to this ſervice. A 
number of batteaux, or flat-boats were built at Ticonderago | 
and Crown Point, to convey the forces along Lake Champlain 
to the river Sorel, which forms the entrance into Canada. 
Having proceeded to the iſle Aux Noix, they propoſed-to attack | 
the fort St. John's, in which they were retarded by a want of 
ammunition fufficient for carrying on the ſiege. Their com- 
mander Montgomery, who was well qualified for any military | 
 fervice, turned his thoughts to the reduction of the little Fort 
Chamblee, which lies farther up the country, and was in a very | 

_ defenſible condition. Here he found conſiderable ſtores, and 
120 barrels of powder, which enabled him to puſh with vigour | 
the ſiege of St. John's. General Carleton, the governor of the | 
province, then at Montreal, was equally indefatigable in his en- 
deavours to raiſe a force ſufficient for its relief. With the ut- | 
moſt difficulty he had got together about a thouſand men, com- | 
poſed principally of Canadians, with a few regulars and ſome | 
Engliſh officers and volunteers. With theſe he intended'ajunc- | 
tion with Colonel M. Lean, who had raifed a regiment under the | 
name of Royal Highland Emigrants, conſiſting of the native | 
mountaineers of Scotland „ who had lately arrived in America. 
and who, in conſequence of the troubles, had not obtained ſet- 
tlements. But the deſigns of General Carleton were defeated 
by a party of Provincials, who encountered him at Longu | ? | 
eee TO „ duc 
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and eaſily repulſed. the Canadians, Another party puſhed A. D. 
 MiLean towards the mouth of the Sorel, where the Canadians, 1775 
by whom he was attended, hearing of the general's defeat, im- 
mediately abandoned him to a man, and he was compelled, at 
the head of his few Scotch emigrants, to take refuge in Que- 
pbec. Meanwhile Montgomery obtained poſſeſſion of St, John's, 
zad November, 1775, where he found a conſiderable quantity of 
artillery, and many uſeful ſtores; the garriſon, commanded by 
Major Preſton, ſurrendered priſoners of war, and were ſent up 
the lakes to thoſe interior parts of the colonies, which were beſt 
adapted to provide for their reception and ſecurity. bf 
Upon MLean's retreat to Quebec, the party who ic redu- 
ced him to that neceffity immediately erected batteries near the 
junction of the St. Lawrence and the Sorel, in order to prevent 
the eſcape of the armed veſſels, which General Carleton had at 
Montreal, to the defence of Quebec. Montgomery meanwhile 
laid fiege to Montreal, of which he got poſſeſſion the 13th No- 
vember; and Carleton's armament being purſued, attacked and. 
driven from their anchors up the river by the Provincials, he 
himſelf narrowly eſcaped in a dark night, in a boat with muf- 
fled paddles, and afcer many dangers arrived at Quebec. Hig 
naval force, conſiſting of eleven armed Oey fell into the 
hands of the Provincials. 8 
| The city of Quebec was at this time in a ſtate olg oreat weeks 
neſs, as well as internal diſcontent and diſorder. Beſides this, 
Colonel Arnold appeared unexpectedly with a body of. New- 
Englanders at Point Levi, oppoſite to the town. The river for- 
tunately ſeparated them from the place, otherwiſe it ſeems pra- 
bable that they might have become maſters of it in the firſt ſur- 
prize and confuſion, Several days elapſed before they effected 
a paſſage in boats furniſhed them by the Canadians, notwith- 
ſtanding the vigilance of the Engliſh frigates in the river. The 
| inhabitants of Quebec, however, had by this time leiſure to 
native | unite for defending their city. When Montgomery, therefore, | 
erica. vho with the utmoſt expedition had puſhed forward to join 
d ſet- Arnold, attempted on the 31ſt of December to carry the place 
feated | by eſcalade, he met with the moſt vigorous and unexpected re- 
zgueil, | iſtance, He himſelf was lain, Arnold wounded, and a conſi- 
and derable 8 of the Provincials taken priſoners of war. The 


3 B 2 remainder 
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A. D. remainder did not again venture on any ſimilar attack, but Werg 
1775. ſatisfied with converting the ſiege i into a blockade, and found 
means effectually to prevent any ſupplies of proviſions or ne- 
ceſſaries from being carried into Quebec. ; 
While the provincials obtained theſe 1 important advantages in 
Canada, the Virginians obliged their governor, Lord Dunmore, 
to provide for his ſafety by embarking on board the Fowey man 
of war. All- connection between Great Britain and that colony 
was diſſolved July 8th. The governor in vain emancipated the 
| flaves, a meaſure which he had ſo often threatened, that its exe. 
cution was rendered ineffectual. He determined, however, to 
do every thing in his power to regain poſſeſſion of ſome part of 
the country which he had governed. Being joined by ſuch 
perſons as were obnoxious on account of their loyalty, and ſup. 
ported by tlie frigates on the. ſtation, he endeavoured to eſta. | 
bliſh ſuch a marine force as might enable him, by means of the 
noble rivers, which render the moſt valuable parts of Virginia 
_ acceſſible by water, to be always at hand, and to profit by every | 
favourable occaſion that offered. But his ſpirited endeavours to | 
| redeem the colony were attended only with diſappointment; 
and his armament, too feeble for any eſſential ſervice, was di. 
ſtinguiſhed barely by acts of depredation. The unfortunate 
town of Norfolk, having refuſed. to ſupply his majeſty's ſhips | 
with proviſions, was attacked by a violent cannonade from the 
Liverpool frigate, three ſloops of war, and the governor's arm- 
ed ſhip the Dunmore; and the firſt of January was ſignalized 
with burning i it to the ground. In South Carolina Lord Wil 
liam Campbell, the governor, after leſs vigorous exertions, was | 
_ obliged to retire from Charleſtown on board a ſhip of war in 
the river; and Governor Martin of North Carolina ſaved him. 
ſelf by the ſame expedient. The fleet of England ſerved as 2 
peaceable aſylum to the expelled magiſtrates of revolting pro- 
vinces, while its army was een cooped 2 in 1 8 
and Boſton. | | 
The Provincials were nat tſk ative in the cabinet than in the | 
Field, November 13, 1775, the inhabitants of Maſſachuſers 
Bay publiſhed letters of marque and repriſal, and eſtabliſhed | 
_ courts of admiralty for trying and condemning Britiſh ſhips. | 
'Fhe General Congreſs, Daene the * having 8 
4 8 i 10 NOT 
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agreed on ticles of confederation and perpetual union, anſwer- A. D, 
ed with much acrimony the royal proclamatian of Auguſt 23d 1775; 
for ſuppreſſing rebellion and ſedition, and declared, that what, 
erer puniſhment ſhould be inflicted upon any perſons in the 
wer of their enemies, for defending the cauſe of America, 
the ſame ſhould be retaliated on the Britiſh ſubjects wag 1 
into their hñHands. 

In this ſtate of obſtinacy or Wan on the fide of the 40 5 
ricans, the diſtreſſed army at Boſton looked with impatience to- 
wards theſe kingdoms for the arrival of the expected reinforce- 
ments. The delays and misfortunes which the tranſports expe» 
rienced in their voyage, and the ſight of many veſſels laden with 
the neceſſaries and comforts of life taken in the harbour, beigh- 
tened the mortification and ſufferings of thoſe brave troops, who 
yere kept, by the ſeverity of the ſeaſon, and the ſtrength of the 
enemy, in a total inaction during the whole winter, The Ame- 
rican cruizers and priyateers, though yet poor and contempti- 
ble, being for the greater part no better than whale- boats, grew 
daily more numerous and -ſucceſsful againſt the victuallers and 
ſtore-ſhips; and among a multitude of other prizes, took an ord- 
nance-ſhip from Woolwich, containing a large mortar upon a 
new conſtruction, ſeveral pieces of fine braſs cannon, a great 
number of ſmall arms, with abundance of ammunition and all 
manner of todls, utenſils, and machines neceſſary for camps and 
ſieges. This important prize, which gave a new colour to the 
military operations of the Provincials, was taken by a ſmall pri- 
vateer, which excited juſt indignation againſt the management 

of our nayal affairs, for nee a \cargs of ſuch mne in a de- 
fenceleſs veſſel. 15 

When news of che neohibitin g 20 hed the Congrats * 
ſent orders to General Waſhington to bring affairs at Boſton to 

as ſpeedy a deciſion as poſſible, in order to diſengage his army, 
and to give them an opportunity to oppoſe the new dangers with 
which they were threatened. Waſhington, therefore, opened a 
new battery, at a place called Phipp's Farm, on the night of the 

ad of March, from whence a ſevere canonade and bombard- 1776. 
ment was carried on againſt the town. This attack was conti- 
ded till the 5th, when the army, to their incredible ſurprize, 
beheld ſome conſiderable works upon the heights of Dorcheſter- 
Joint, Tons which A 24 pound and a bomb battery were ſoon 
after 
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332 NAVAL HISTORY 
A. D. after opened. The ſituation of the king's troops was now ex. | 
1776. tremely critical, it being neceſſary either to abandon the town 
which began to blaze on every ſide, or to diſlodge the enemy 
and deſtroy the new works. The latter, however, General 
Howe, who had fucceeded General Gage in the command, judg. 
ed to be impracticable, ſo that nothing remained but to aban. 
don Boſton, and to convey the troops, artillery, and ſtores on 
board the ſhips. The embarkation rather reſembled the emigra- 
tion of a nation, than the breaking up of a camp; 1500 of the 
Inhabitants, whoſe attachment to the royal cauſe had rendered 
them obnoxious to their countrymen, encumbered the tranſports 
with their families and effects. This inconvenience, joined to 

| ſcarcity of proviſions and ill ſucceſs, bred much diſcontent. The 
troops conſidered themſelves as abandoned, having received no 
advices from England ſince the preceding October. Mutual jes. 
louſies prevailed between the army and navy; each attributing 
to the other, part of this uneaſineſs which itſelf felt. The in- 
tended voyage to Halifax, at all times dangerous, was dreadfully | 
ſo at this tempeſtuous equinoctial ſeaſon, and the multitude of 
ſhips, which amounted to 150 fail, increafed the difficulty and 
apprehenſion. At-the fame time the king's forces were under 
the neceſſity of leaving a conſiderable quantity of artillery and 
ſtores behind. The cannon upon Bunker's Hill, and at Boſton | 
Neck, could not be carried off. Attempts were made to render 
them uvſerviceable;z but the hurry which then prevailed, pre- 

| vented them from having any great effect. Some mortars and 
pieces of cannon which were thrown inte the water, were after- 
wards weighed vp by the inhabitants of Boſton, who, the 17th 

of March, received General Waſhington's army with drums beat- 
ing, colours flying, and all the ſplendour of military triumph. 
It was above a week after this time before the weather per- 
mitted the fleet to get entirely clear of the harbour and road; 
dut this delay was amply compenſated by the voyage to Halifax, | 
which was ſhorter and more ſucceſsful than could have been 
expected. Several ſhips of war were left behind to protect the 

- veſſels which ſhould arrive from England; but the great extent 
of the bay, with its numerous iflands and creeks, allowed fuc 
adrantages to the provincial armed boats and privateers, * 
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chey/ took a great many of thoſe veſſels, which were ſtill in ig- A. D. 
notance that the town had changed maſters. 1776. 


. gilance of Governor Carleton, Brigadier McLean, and the acti- 
e vity of the garriſon, that the Americans intended to raiſe the 
4 fiege, which was prevented from being carried ſucceſsſully into 
1 execution by the ſpirit and vigour of the officers and crews of 
ts the Ifis * man of war and two frigates, which were the firſt that 
he had failed from England with ſuccours, and which, having for- 
90 ced their way through the ice, arrived at Quebec before the paſ- 
ea ſage was deemed practicable. 'Fhe unexpected appearance of the 
ng ſhips threw the beſiegers into the utmoſt conſternation, and the 
* command which they obtained of the river cut off all commu- 
ally nication between the different detachments of the enemy. Ge- 
2 of neral Carleton loſt no time in ſeizing the advantages whick the 
and preſent ſituation afforded, May 6th, he marched out at the head 
der of the garriſon, and attacked the rebel camp, which he found 
ond in the utmoſt contuſion. Upon the appearance of our troops 
Ron they ſted on all ſides, abandoning their artillery, military ſtores, 
nder and all their implements for carrying on the fiege. During this 
pre- tranſaction our ſmaller ſhips of war proceeded up the river with 
; and great expedition, and took ſeveral ſmall veſſels belonging to the 
hers enemy, as well as the Gaſpee ſloop of war, which had, a few 
17th months before, unfortunately fallen into their hands.  _ 
beats The ſucceſs at Quebec tended greatly to facilitate the recon- 
mph. queſt of Canada, and the invaſion of the back part of the colo- 
x per- Ales by the way of the lakes, which was the firſt of the three 
ad principal objects propoſed in the conduct of the Britiſh forces in 
alifax, * This expedition was planned and executed by that excellent der Ciptain 
> been Garles Douglas, {ſince created a Baronet of Great Britain); he commanded the 
gt the K and brought her and the other ſhips of the ſqua.lron, ſo early as the gth of 
, up the river St. Laurence to Quebec, through large fields of floating ice, 
extent overeoming almoſt unfurmonntable obſtacles. He alfo had the merit of planning : 
( ſuch the expedition on the lakes, afterwards executed with great ſpirit by Captain Tho- 
78 that] en under Sir Charles Douglas's directions. Without this early and ſue- 
they "expedition, Canada ran the riſk of being ſubdue by mc rebel troops eom - 


On the ſide of Canada, General Carleton conducted his ope- 
rations with more ſucceſs, All the attempts of the Provincials 
to take Quebec by ſtorm were rendered abortive; nor did they 
ſucceed better in endeavouring by fire- ſhips and otherwiſe to 
burn the veſſels in the harbour. Such was the conſtancy and vi- 


ended by General Arn ol; 
| | the 


364 NAVAL HISTORY | 
A. D. the g campaign. The ſecond was the making a firing 
1776. impreſſion on the ſouthern colonies, which it was hoped would 
at leaſt have been attended with the recovery of one of them. 
'The third was the grand Eg againſt the — and province 

of New York. 

It had for ſome time been the fate of the fleets; tranſ ports, and 
victuallers which ſailed from England to meet with ſuch difficul- 

ties, delays, and-ſo many untoward circumſtances, as in a preat 
degree fruſtrated the end of their deſtination. Sir Peter Parker's 
ſquadron which ſailed from Portſmouth at the cloſe of the year; 

did not artive at Cape Fear till the beginning of May, where 
they were detained by various cauſes till the end of the month, 
There they found General Clinton, who had already been at New 
Tork, and from thence proceeded to Virginia, where he had 
ſeen Lord Dunmore, and, finding that no ſervice could be effec. 

ed at either place with his ſmall force, came thither to wait for 
them. After this junction; the fleet and army were both ſuffi 

_ ciently powerful to attempt ſome enterprize of importance“ 

| Charleſtown in South Carolina was the place deſtined for their 
attack. 'The fleet anchored off the bar the beginning of June; 

but the paſſing this obſtacle was a matter of no ſmall difficulty; | 
eſpecially to the two large ſhips; which notwithſtanding the ts 
Eing out of their guns, and the uſing every other means to ligh- 
ten them as much as poſfible, both ſtruck the ground. When 
this difficulty was overcome, our fleet attacked a fort lately erct 
ed upon the ſouth-weſt point of Sullivan's iſland; and command - 

ing the paſſage to Charleſtown. The troops commanded by Ge- 
neral Clinton, Lord Cornwrallis, and Brigadier-general Vaughan, 

were landed on Long-Ifland which lies to the eaſtward of Sul 

| livan's. The Carolinians had poſted ſome forces with artillery 

at the north-eaſtern extremity of the latter, at the diſtance d 
two miles from the fort; where they threw up works to prevent 
the Paſſage of the royal army over the beach. ener Lee was 
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incamped «ih a large body of troops on the continent, at the A. D. 
back and to the northward of the iſland, with which he held a 1776 
communication open by a bridge of boats, and could by that 
means at any time march the whole, or any part of his force, 
to ſupport the poſt oppoſed to our paſſage from Long- Iſland 
This iſland is a naked burning ſand, where the troops ſuffered 
much from their expoſure to the intenſe heat of the ſun; and 
both fleet and army were much diſtreſſed through the badneſs 
of the water, and the defect or unvhadleſomenels of the provi- 
ſions. . 


15 
* Theſe inconveniencies 3 defatch of the utmoſt i mk | 
b. portance; but it was not till the 28th of June that, every thing : | 
10 being ſettled between the commanders by ſea and land, the . | 
ad Thunder bomb took her ſtation, covered by an armed tip; and | | 
A. began the attack by throwing ſhells at the fort. The Briſtol; - | 
'M Solebay, Experiment, and Active, ſoon after brought up, and = | | 
i began a moſt furious and inceſſant cannonade. The Sphinx, = 
n Syren, and Actzon, were ordered to the weſtward, between il 
bel the end of the iſland and Cnarieſtown, partly with a view to | | lf 
ones eutiiade the works of the tort, and, if potliblez to cut off all Bp 
ulty communication between the ifland and the continent, and partly | | | 
* to interrupt all attempts by means of fire-{hips, or otherwiſe; . | | 
lighe to prevent the grand attack. But this deſign was rendered | 6 i 
When vuſucceſsful by the ſtrange unſkilfulneſs of the pilot, who en- - 
rell tangled the frigates in the ſhoals called the Middle Grounds, _— 
NF where they all ſtuck faſt z and though two of them were vn 
5 Ge- ſpeedily diſengaged, it was then too late to execute the intended 7 | 
N _ ſervice. The Actzon could not be got off, and was burnt by 
f Su the officers and crew the next morning, to prevent her materials 
milen and ſtores from falling into the hands of the enemy. Amidſt 
et the dreadful roar of artillery and continued thunder from the 
prevent ſhips, the garriſon of the fort ſtuck with the greateſt firmneſs = 

and conftancy to their guns, fired deliberately and ſlowly, and 


took a cool and effective aim. The ſhips ſuffered accordingly z 

| and never did our marine, in an engagement of the ſame nature 

vith any foreign enemy, experience fo rude an encounter. The - 

ſprings of the Briſto's cable being cut by the ſhot, ſhe lay for 

ſome time lo much expoſed to the n s fire, that ſhe was. 
Nor. IV. „ 3 E e | moſt. 
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A. D. moft dreadfully raked. The brave Captain Morris, after recei- 
1776. ving ſuch a number of wounds as would have ſufficiently juſti- 
fied a gallant man in retiring from his ſtation, ſtill diſdained, 
with a noble intrepidity, to quit his ftation, until his arm being | 
ſhot off, he was carried away in a condition which did not af. 
ford a poſſibility of recovery. It is ſaid that the quarter-deck 
of the Briſtol was at one time cleared of every perſon but the 
commodore, who ſtood alone, a fpeCtacle of daring, intrepid 
firmneſs, which has never been exceeded, ſeldom equalled, 
The others on that deck were either killed, or carried down to 
have their wounds dreſſed. The W being extremely 
ſtrong, and their lowneſs preſerving them from the weight of 
our ſhot, the fire from the ſhips produced not all the effect 
which was hoped or expected. The fort, indeed, ſeemed for 2 
thort time to be ſilenced, but this proceeded only from a want 
of powder, which was ſoon ſupplied from the continent. The 
land forces all this while continued inactive; and night at length 
put an end to the attack of the fleet, Sir Peter Parker finding | 
all hope of ſueceſs at an end, and the tide of ebb nearly ſpent, | 
called off his ſhattered veſſels, after an engagement of above ten 
hours. The Briſtol had 111, and the Experiment 79 men kil- 
led and wounded and both ſhips had received ſo much damage 
that the Provincials conceived ſtrong hopes, that they could 
never be got over the bar. The frigates, though not leſs dili- 
gent in the performance of their duty, being leſs pointed at 
than the great ſhips, did not ſuffer a proportionable loſs. 
During theſe tranſactions the General Congreſs took an oppor- | 
tunity of preparing the people for the declaration of indepen- | 
dency, by a circular manifeſto to the ſeveral colonies, ſtating 
the cauſes which rendered it expedient to put an end to all au | 
thority under the crown, and te take the powers of government | 
into their own hand. The cauſes affigned were, the contempt | 
of their petitions for redreſs of grievances, the prohibitory bill, | 
by which they were excluded from the protection of the crown, 
and the intended exertion of all the force of Great Britain, 
- aided by foreign mercenaries, for their deſtruction. The colonies | 
of Maryland and Pennſylvania at firſt teſtified a diſinclination to 


the eſtabliſhment of a new government. Their deputies, how- | 
| CE euer, 
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erer, were at length inſtructed to coincide in this meaſure, and A. D. 
on the 4th of July, 1776, the Thirteen United Provinces de- 1776. 
clared themſelves free and independent ſtates, abjuring all alle- 
giance to the Britiſh crown, and all political connection with 

their mother country. A few weeks after this declaration, Lord 
Viſcount Howe arrived at Halifax at the head of a powerful 
ſquadron, and ſuch a number of land forces as had never be- 

fore appeared in the new world. Beſides the national troops 
there were 13,000 Heſſians and Waldeckers, commanded by 
able officers of their own country. The whole, compoſed of 
the new reinforcements and the troops formerly in America, 
amounted to an army of 35,000 men; which was ſuperior in 
number, diſcipline, and proviſions of every kind, to any force 
the Americans could bring into the field. General Howe had = 
left Halifax a fortnight before his brother's arrival; the latter | 
being impatient of remaining in a place where nothing eflential to 
the ſervice could be performed, and where proviſions began to 
grow ſcarce, had embarked his troops on board the fleet com- 
manded by Admiral Shuldam, and failed to Sandy Hook, the 
firſt land that is met with in approaching New York from the 
ſea. On his paſſage he was met by ſix tranſports with Highland 
troops on board, who had been ſeparated from ſeveral of their 
companions in the voyage. It appeared ſoon after that moſt of 

the mifling ſhips, with above 450 ſoldiers and ſeveral officers, 

had been taken by the American cruiſers, The general found 
every part of the iſland of New York ſtrongly fortified, defends 

ed by a numerous artillery, and guarded by a conſiderable army. 
The extent of Long Iſland did not admit of its being ſo ſtrong- 

ly tortified or ſo well guarded z it was, however, in a powerful 
ſtate of defence, having an encampment of conſiderable force 

on the end of the iſland near. New York, and ſeveral works 
tarown up on the moſt acceſſible parts of hs coaſt, as well as 
at the ſtrongeſt internal paſſes. Staten Iſland, which was of leſs 
value and importance, was leſs powerfully defended; and on 
this the general landed without oppoſition. Here he was met 

dy Governor Tryon, who, like the otl er gentlemen inveſted 
with chief authority in North America, had been obliged to 
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A. D. eſcape on ſhip-board. Some hindreds of wellaffected inhabj. 
17 79. tants from the neighbouring parts alſo joined the royal ſtandard, 
| Lord Howe did not arrive at Staten Ifland till the 14th of 
July, when he ſent to the continent a circular letter ſetting 
forth tbe powers with which he and his brother were inveſted 
by the late act of parliament for grantivg general A. particular 
pardons to all thoſe who, in the tumult and difaſter of the 
times, might have deviated from their juſt allegiance, and who 
were willing, by a ſpeedy return to their duty, to reap the bene. 
fits of the royal favour. Theſe letters were treated with as 
little reſpect as every other propoſition of a ſimilar kind, the 
Americans contemning the idea of granting pardons to thoſe who 
were not ſenſible of any guilt, Meanwhile the Britiſh arma- 
ment was joined by the fleet commanded by Sir Peter Parker, 
as well as by ſome regiments from Florida and the Weſt Indies. 
The greateſt part of the forces being now united, an attack | 
againſt Long Iſland was determined, as being more eaſy c of exe- 
cution than againſt the iſland of New York, and as the for- 
mer abounded more with thoſe ſupplies which ſo great a body 
of men as were now aſſembled by ſea and land demanded, 
The neceſſary meaſures being taken by the fleet for covering 
the deſcent, the army was landed without oppoſition on the 
ſouth-weſt end of the iſland. Soon after this was effected, Ge- 
neral Clinton, in the night of the 26th of Auguſt, at the head 
of the van of the army conſiſting of the light, infantry, grenz- 
diers, light horſe, reſerve under Lord Cornwallis, with fourteen 
field-pieces, advanced towards the enemy's encampment, and 
ſeized an important paſs which they had left unguarded, The 
way being thus happily open, the whole army paſſed the hills 
without noiſe or impediment, and deſcended by the town of | 
Bedford into the level country. The engagement was be- 
gun early in the morning, while the ſhips made ſeveral mo- 
tions on the left, and attacked a battery at Red Hook, which 
| perplexed the enemy, and called off their attention, from 
their right and rear where the main attack was intended. No- 
thing could exceed the ſpirit and alacrity ſhewn by all the dit- 
| ferent corps of which the Britiſh army was compoſed. They 


made the enemy retreat on every ' ide, purſued them with great | 
| ſlaughte?, | 


* 


reſtrain their impetuoſity in breaking through the American 
lines, and cutting to pieces or taking priſoners all thoſe who had 
eſcaped the danger of the battle and the purſuit, The victors 
encamped in the front of the enemy's work on the evening af- 
ter the engagement, and on the 28th, at night, broke ground in 
form at 600 yards diſtance from a | redoubt which covered the 

enemy's left. 

Doring the battle Gerede Waſhington had paſſed over from 
New York, and ſaw with great mortification the unhappy fate 


number and diſcipline to the Britiſh army, as their inconſiderable 
batteries were unequal to the aſſault of the royal artillery, No 
hopes of ſafety remained but in a retreat, which might well have 
appeared impraCticable in the face of ſuch a commanding force 
by land, and a fleet at ſea which only waited a favourable wind 
to enter the Eaſt River, which would effectually cut off all com- 
munication between the iſlands. This arduous taſk; however, 


lity of General Waſhington. In the night of the 29th the Pro- 

vincial troops were withdrawn from the camp and their dif- 
ferent works, and with their baggage, ſtores, and artillery, con- 
veyed to the water fide, embarked, and paſſed over a long ferry 
to New York. This was conducted with ſuch wonderful 
ſilence and order, that our army did not perceive the leaſt mo- 


abandoned, and ſeeing the laſt of the rear: guard in the boats 
and out of danger. By this ſucceſsful manœuvre General 
Waſhington not only ſaved the troops on Long Iſland from 
captivity, but fortified the courage and ſtrength of his army at 
New York, and enabled the Americans to continue the war 
vith unabating ardour. Yet this meaſure he could not have. 

effected, had the Engliſh general allowed his troops to force the 

enemy's lines, had the ſhips of war been ſtationed in the Eaſt 
River, or had the vigilance of the Britiſh ſoldiers watched and 
ntereepted he: movements of the Fraripcian, 


| After 


ſrnghiter; and ſuch was hs ambition between the Britiſh and A. D, 
foreign troops, that it was with difficulty General Howe could 1776. 


of his braveſt troops. The remainder were as much inferior in 


vas undertaken and carried into execution by the ſingular abi, 


tion, and were ſurpriſed .in the morning at finding the lines 
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A. D. After the dercn attending the ſuperior bravery of the Englif 
17280 in the engagement, and that attending the ſuperior wiſdom of 


Waſhington in the retreat, the commiſſioners renewed their 
propoſals of conciliation, which were ſtill as fruitleſs as before, 


| Laying aſide, therefore, their pacific character, they again had 


recourſe to their military. The Britiſh troops were impatient to 
meet the enemy, who had eſcaped ſo unexpectedly from their 


hands. A river only divided them, along the banks of which 


they erected batteries, while a fleet of 3oo fail, including tranſ. 
ports, hovered round the iſland of New York, and: threatened 


_ deſtruction on every fide. The ſmall iſlands between the oppo- 


ſite ſhores were perpetual objects of conteſt, until by dint of 2 


well-ſerved artillery, and the aid of the ſhips, thoſe were ſecu. | 
red which were moſt neceſſary to their future operations. At 

length, every thing being prepared for a deſcent, the men of | 
war made ſeveral movements up the North River, in order to 
draw the attention of the enemy to that quarter of the iſland, 
Other parts ſeemed equally threatened, and increaſed the uncer. 
tainty of the real object of the attack. While the rebels were 


in this ſtate of perplexity, the firſt diviſion of the army, under 


the command of General Clinton, embarked at the head of 


_  Newtoun Bay, which runs pretty deep into Long Iſland, and 


where they were entirely out of view of the enemy. Being co- | 
vered by five ſhips of war upon their entrance into Eaſt River, 


| they proceeded to Kepp's Bay, where, being leſs expected than 


in ſome other places, the preparation for defence was not ſo 
conſiderable. The works, however, were not weak, nor de- 
ſtitute of troops, but the fire from the ſhips was ſo inceſſant and W 


well directed that they were ſoon abandoned, and the army 
landed without farther oppoſition, The enemy immediately 


quitted the city of New York, and retired towards the north, 
where their principal ſtrength lay, particularly at King's Bridge, 


by which their communication with the continent of New York 


was kept open. General Howe thought the works here too 
ſtrong to be attacked with any proſpect of ſucceſs, and there 
fore determined either to bring the rebels to an engagement on 
| equal terms, or to incloſe them in their fortreſſes. While he 
5 made what appeared to be the proper nn for this ot 
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vre, formed his troops into a line of ſmall detached encamp- 
ments, which occupied every high and ſtrong graund on the 


the lines there, and Fort Wathington ; which, after a vigorous 
reſiſtance, fell into the hands of the Britiſh forces. But gene- 
ral Howe could not bring Waſhington to an engagement, who 
availed himſelf of his {kill and addreſs while he fled before a 


occupying more advantageous ground than his purſuers, 


The Britiſh commander thus diſappointed in his deſign of 
making any vigorous impreſſion on the main body of the enemy, 


thing elſe behind. Our troops afterwards over-ran the greater 
them; and at length extended their winter cantonements from 


ber General Clinton; with two brigades of Britiſh, and two of 
Heſſian troops, with a ſquadron of ſhips of war commanded by 


| Hand, in which they ſucceeded beyond expectation. The ge. 
| neral took poſſeſſion of the iſland without the loſs of a manz 


de- while the naval commander blocked up the principal marine 
and force of the enemy, commanded by Hopkins, the admiral of 
army the Congreſs, who then lay in the harbour of Providence.. 1 
ately | On the fide of Canada we left General Carleton driving the 
orth, rebels towards the Lakes Champlain and St. George, of which 
idge, they had formerly obtained poſſeſſion, as well as of the import- 
York ant fortreſs of Ticonderago. If the Britiſh troops could reco- 
e too ver theſe, and advance as far as Albany, before the ſeverity of 
chere · the winter ſet in, they might pour deſtruction into the heart of 


land oppoſite to King's Bridge. He left a garriſon to defend 


ſuperior force, retreating from one poſt to another, but always 


detached, on the 18th of November, Lord Cornwallis to take 
| Fort Lee, and to advance farther into the Jerſeys. The garri- 
{on of 2000 men abandoned the place the ni ght before his Lord- 
ſhip's arrival, leaving their artillery, ſtores, tents, and every 


part of the two Jerſeys, the enemy flying every where before 


New Brunſwic to the Delaware. In the beginning of Decem- 


Sir Peter Parker, were ſent to make an attack upon Rhode 
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poſe, with a fleet and army ſufficient to cover and ſurround the A. D. 
whole ifland, General Waſhington, by a mdſt judicious manceu- 1776. 


* 


K * 


nt on the middle or northern colonies, as General wWalkinplaw toold. 


ile he Wn "ot attempt to hold any poſt in New York or the Jerſeys againſt 
is pur- lach a ſuperior force as already oppoſed him in front, and ge- 


neral 


* 


A. D. neral Carleton? 8 army at his back. Mete the wo 
1776. unremitting induſtry in preparing this northern expedition, it 


in a condition to ſeek the enemy on Lake Champlain. The ſhip 
Inflexible, which may be conſidered as admiral, had been re. 


One ſchooner mounted 14, and another 12 ſix pounders. A 


zers; and a gondola 7 nine pounders. Twenty ſmaller veſſel, 
under the denomination of gun-boats, carried braſs field-pieces 
from nine to twenty-four pounders, or were armed with howit. | 

| zers. Several long-boats were furniſhed in the ſame manner, 
and an equal number of long- boats acted as tenders. All theſe | 


of tranſports and vicduallers deſtined for the ſervice and convey. 
Pringle, and navigated by above 700 prime ſeamen, of whom 
200 were volunteers from the tranſports, who after having ri- 
valled thoſe belonging to the ſhips of war in all the toil of pre- 


paration, now boldly and freely partook with them in the dan- | 


force, and amounted to only fifteen veſſels of different kinds, 


nold, who was now to. ſupport upon a new element the glory 


October, 1776, diſcovered the enemy drawn up with great 
Valicour and the weſtern main. A warm action enſued, and 


wind being unfavourable, the ſhip Inflexible and ſome other 
veſſels of force could not be worked up to the enemy, fo that 
the weight of the action fell on the ſchooner Carleton and the 
gun- boats. As the whole could not be engaged, Captain Prin- 
Ale, with the approbation of the general, weben, his advanced 
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was not until the month of October that the Engliſh fleet was 
conſtructed at St. John's, from which the failed in twenty-eight 
days after laying her keel, and mounted 18 twelve pounders. 


flat-bottomed radeau carried 6 twelve-pounders, beſides howit. 


appertained to war; and there were beſides an immenſe number 


ance of the army. The armament was conducted by Captain 


ger of the expedition. The fleet of the enemy was not of equal 
conſiſting of two ſchooners, one floop, one cutter, three gallies, 
and eight gondolas. The principal ſchooner mounted 12 fix 


and four pounders. They were commanded by. Benedict Ar- 


which he had acquired by his atchievements as a general. 
The Britiſh armament proceeding up the lake the 11th of 


judgment, in order to defend the paſſage between the ifland of | 


was vigorouſly ſupported on both ſides for ſeveral hours. The 
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prevent their retreat. 

Arnold being now ſenſible of his inferiority, took the Oppore 
tunity which the darkneſs of the night afforded to ſet fail, un- 
perceived, hoping to obtain ſhelter and protection at Crown 
point. Fortune ſeemed at firſt favourable to his purpoſe, for 
he had entirely loſt fight of the enemy before next morning, 
The chace, however, being continued both on that and the ſuc- 
ceeding day, the wind, and other circumſtances peculiar to the 
navigation of the lake, which had been at firſt advantageous to 
the Americans, became at length otherwiſe, ſo that on the 13th 
at noon they were overtaken, and brought to action a few 
leagues ſhort of Crown Point. The engagement laſted two hours, 
during which thoſe veſſels of the enemy that were moſt a-head 
puſhed on with the greateſt ſpeed, and, paſſing Crown Point, 
eſcaped to Ticonderago; while two gallies, and five gondolas, 
which remained with Arnold, made & deſperate refiſtance. But 

their obſtinate valour was at length obliged to yield to the ſu- 
periority of force, ſkill, and weight of metal by which it was 
aſailed. The Waſhington galley with Waterburg, a brigadier- 

general and the ſecond in command, aboard, ſtruck, and was 
taken. But Arnold determined that his people ſhould not be- 
come priſoners, nor his veſſel a prey to the Engliſh. With 
equal reſolution and dexterity he run the Congreſs galley, in 
which himſelf was, with the five gondolas, on ſhore, in ſuch a 
manner as to land his men ſafely and blow up the veſſels, in 
ſpite of every effort that was uſed to prevent both. Not ſatis- 
| fied with this ſubſtantial advantage, which in his ſituation was 
more than could have been expected from an experienced com- 
mander, he inflexibly perfiſted in maintaining a dangerous point 
ot honour, by keeping his flag flying, and not quitting his gal- 
ley till ſhe was in flames, leſt the Engliſh ſhould have boarded 
and ſtruck it ; an attention which grently raiſed his repution in 
America. 

Thus was Lake Champlain e and the enemy's force 
nearly deſtroyed, a galley and three ſmall veſſels being all that 
tlcaped to Ticonderago. 'T he Provincials, upon the rout of 
ot. I. 3 D their 


veſſels at the approach of night, and brought the whole fleet to A. D. 
anchor in a line, as hear as poſlible to the enemy, in order to 1776. 
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A. D. their gect, ſet fire to the houſes at Crown Point, and retired to 


1776. their main body. Carleton took poſſeſſion of the ruins, and he. 


ing joined by his whole army, puſhed on towards the enemy, 
But the poſt of Ticonderago was too ſtrongly fortified to be 


taken without great loſs of blood; and the benefit arifing from 


ſucceſs could not be conſiderable, as the ſeaſon was too far ad- 
vanced to think of crofling Lake George, and of expoſing the 


army to the perils of a winter campaign, in the inhoſpitable wilds 


to the fouthward. General Carleton, therefore, reimbarked the 

army without making any attack upon this place, and return. 

ing to Canada, cantoned his troops there for the winter. 
The Americans ſeem to have been guilty of an unpardonable 


blunder in not maintaining a more powerful ſquadron on the 


lakes, which laid open the heart of their country. But beſides 


the want of timber, artillery, and other materials neceſſary for | 
ſuch an equipment, the carpenters, and all others concerned in 
the buſineſs of ſhipping, were fully engaged in the ſea-ports in 
the conſtruction and fitting out of privateers. To this the force 
of the rebels was principally bent; and the intereſt of indivi- 
duals which was more immediately concerned in the ſucceſs of | 
particular cruizers, than in ſupporting the marine ſtrength of 
the nation, gave. redoubled vigour to all the operations of the | 
former. | 
The Weſt Indies, which in the want of food. and of ſtaves | 
the article next in neceſſity to food, experienced the firſt me- 
lancholy effects of the American war, alſo ſuffered the moſt | 
from the Provincial privateers. The fleet which failed from 
Jamaica in Auguſt, 1776, being ſcattered by bad weather, fell 
a prey to the activity of their cruizers, who had ſeized the proper 
ſtation for intercepting their paſſage. Nor was the trade from the 
other iſlands more fortunate. So that though the Americans did 
not begin their depredations till late in the year, the Britiſh loſs : 
in captures, excluſive of tranſports and government ſtore-ſhips, | 
Vas eſtimated conſiderably higher than a million ſterling. Some 
blame was thrown on the convoy, and much indignation felt 
that the ſuperintendence of our naval affairs, on which the glory 
and ſecurity of the nation depend, ſhould be entruſted to handy 
unworthy to hold it. Such a ſacred depoſit required, it was 
5 * not a pure but e hands; the duties of the im- 
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portant office to which it belongs calling for unremitting vigi- A. D. 

lance and activity, and being totally incompatible with a life of! 776. 

licentious and degrading pleaſure. Religious men were not 

ſurprized, that under ſuch an inauſpicious influence the digni- 

ty of the nation ſhould ſuffer a total eclipſe, while the Ameri- 

can cruizers ſwarmed in the European ſeas, and repleniſhed the 

ports of France and Spain with prizes taken from the Engliſh. 

Theſe prizes were ſold in Europe without any colour of diſguiſe, 

at the ſame time that French ſhips in the Weſt Indies too 

American commiſſions, and carried on with impunity a ſuc- = 

ceſsful war on Britiſh trade and navigation, „„ 
Meanwhile the time of the meeting of parliament approach- 

ed, when it was expected that the line of conduct neceſſary for a 


total conqueſt, or happy conciliation with the colonies, would 


be clearly pointed out and explained. The great armaments 
which were continually increaſing in the French and Spaniſh 
ports, and many other ſuſpicious appearances during the receſs, 
rendered it neceſſary to put into commiſſion ſixteen additional 
ſhips of the line, and to increaſe the bounty to ſeamen for enter- 
ing the ſervice to five pounds per man. The expences of the 
navy for the year 1777, including the ordinary at 400,0051. 5 
and the building and repairing of ſhips which was voted at 


469, 500 J. amounted to no no leſs than 3,205,5051. excluſive 
of 4000 l. which was afterwards voted to Greenwich Hoſpital. 


The ſupplies for the land- ſervice fell little ſhort of three millions, 
although the extraordinaries of the preceding year which ex- 
ceeded 1, 200, ocol. were not yet provided for. In whatever 
manner adminiſtration might employ the force by ſea and land, 


the nation had provided for the ſupport of both, with ſuch li- 


beral magnificence as equalled the ſupplies during the laſt war, 

when the fleets and armies of Britain oppoſed and defeated the 
united efforts of the greateſt powers in Europe. Soon after the 1777. 
Chriſtmaſs receſs a bill was paſſed, enabling the admiralty to 

grant letters of marque and repriſal to the owners or captains 

of private merchant-ſhips, to take and make prize of all veſſels 

vith their effects belonging to any of the inhabitants of the 
Thirteen United Colonies, All the powers of the kingdom 


\ 
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A. D. were thus called forth, affording, as it would ſeem, a force in- 
1777. finitely more than ſufficient, had it been properly directed, to 
cruſh this aſpiring rebellion. _ 
But unfortunately the ſtar of America {till maintained the 
aſcendunt. The Britiſh troops whom we left in apparent ſe. 
curity in their cantonments were aſſailed on all fides, in the 
middle of winter, by General Waſhington, who remedied. the 
deficiency of his force by the manner of applying it, and by at- 
tacking unexpectedly and ſeparately thoſe bodies which he 
could not venture to entounter if united, By ſome well-con- 
certed and ſpirited actions this American Fabius, after a retreat 
which would have done honour to the judgment of the moſt 
circumſpect of all the Romans, not only ſaved Philadelphia and 
delivered Pennſylvania from danger, but recoyered the greateſt 
part of the Jerſeys, and obliged an army greatly ſuperior in 
number as well as in diſcipline to act upon tbe defenſive, and 
| for ſeveral months to remain within very narrow andi inconve- 
1 nient limits. 5 
The Britiſh pation, how much ſoever they were afflicted with 
thoſe misfortunes, {till expected that notwithſtanding this war 
of poſts, ſurprizes, and detachments, which had been ſucceſs. 
fully carried on by the Americans during the winter, the re- 
gular forces would prevail in the end. They waited, therefore, 
with much impatience for the approach of ſpring, when the 
mighty armaments which they had raifed with ſo high expecta- 
tion of victory, might be brought into action. When the time 
at length arrived, with equal aſtoniſhment and indignation, they 
learned that from ſome improvidence or inattention, unac- 
counted for at home, the army was reſtrained from taking the 
field for want of tents and field equipage. The months of | 
March and April, therefore, inſtead of being employed i in ſuch | 
deciſive enterprizes as might terminate the war, were confined | 
to ſome ſubordinate cxpaditions in which the naval ſuperiority 
of Britain was crowned with ſucceſs. The Provincials had 
erected mills and eſtabliſhed magazines in a rough and moun · 
tainous tract called the Manour of Courtland, to which a place 
called Peek's Kill, lying fifty miles up Hudſon's river from | 
New York, ſerved as a kind of port. Courtland Manour was 
too ſtrong to be attacked with any proſpect of ſucceſs; but 


Peeks Kill od within the reach of the wy On the 23d of } 
March, | 
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March, Colonel Bird was ſent with 300 men under the conduct A. D. 
of a frigate and other armed veſſels, up the North River to de- 1777 
ſtroy the works of the enemy at this place. Upon the ap- 
proach of the Britiſh armament, the Americans thinking 
themſelves unequal to the defence of the port, and being con- 

yinced that there was not time to remove any thing but their 
perſons and arms, ſet fire to the barracks and principal ſtore- 
houſes, and then retired to a ſtrong paſs about two miles di- 
ſtance, commanding the entrance into the mountains, and co-' 
yering a road which led to ſome of the mills and other depo- | 


\ fits. The Britiſh troops landed and compleated the conflagra- 


tion, which had already gone too far to allow any thing to be 
ſaved. All the magazines were thus deſtroyed, and the troops, 
having performed this ſervice, returned after taking ſeveral 
ſmall craft laden with proviſions. Another expedition of a 
ſimilar kind was undertaken againſt the town of Danbury on 
the borders of Connecticut, d attended with equal ſucceſs. 
Tnheſe petty advantages were nothing, compared to the infinite 
benefit which the Americans derived from the delay af the Bri- 
tiſh army in taking the field. The Provincials were greatly aug- 
mented by reinforcements from all quarters to the Jerſeys. Thoſe 
who ſhuddered at a winter's campaign grew bold in ſummer; 
and the certainty of a future winter had no greater effect than 
diſtant evils uſually have. When General Howe paſſed over from 
New York ta the Jerſeys the middle of June, he found Waſh- 
ington s army, which ſix weeks before had been nothing to his 
own in point of force, greatly increaſed, and ſtationed in ſuch 
advantageous and inacceſſible poſts as defied every aſſault. All 
lis attempts to bring Waſhington to an engagement, or to make 
him quit his defenſive plan of conducting the war, proved abor- 
tive; and it appeared the height of temerity to attempt advan- 
eing to the Delaware, through ſo ſtrong a country entirely ho- 
ſtile, and with ſuch an enemy in his rear. Nothing remained, 
therefore, for General Howe but to avail himſelf of the immenſe 
naral force which co- operated with the army, and which in a 
country like America, interſeQed by great navigable rivers, gave 
him an opportunity of tranſporting his forces to the moſt vulne- 
able parts of the rebellious provinces. The Americans had no 
lurce to reſiſt the W and it was impoffible for them to 


know 
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A. D. know where the ſtorm would fall, or to make proviſion againg 

1777. «it. General Howe, accordingly, paſſed over with the army tg 
Staten Iſland, from which it was intended that the embarkation 
ſhould take place. 

Tor the ſucceſs of this grand expedition nothing v was more re. 
quiſite than deſpatch ; yet, notwithſtanding the afliſtance afford. 
ed by the crews of 300 veſſels, it was not till the 23d of July 
that the fleet and army were ready to depart from Sandy Hook, 
The force embarked conſiſted of thirty- ſix Britiſh and Heſſian 


powerful artillery, a New-York corps called the Queen's Ran- 
gers, and a regiment of light horſe. Seventeen battalions with 
a regiment of light horſe, and the remainder of the New-York 
corps, were left for the protection of that and the neighbouring 
iſlands; and Rhode Iſland was occupied by ſeven battalions. 
Philadelphia, the original ſeat of the General Congreſs, but 
from which that body had retired to Baltimore, was the object 
of theſe mighty preparations. The weather being unfavourable, 


information which the commanders received there of the mes. 
| ſures taken by the enemy for rendering the navigation of that 


_ ceeding by that way, and to undertake the paſſage by Cheſapeak 
Bay to Maryland, the ſouthern boundary of which is at no 


paſſed before they entered this bay, after which, with a favour- 
able wind, they gained the river Elk near its extremity through 
a a moſt intricate and dangerous navigation. Having proceeded 
up this river as far as it was poſſible for large veſſels, the army 


25th of Auguſt, Whilſt one part of the army advanced to the 
head of the Elk, the other continued at the landing-place to 


protect and frac the artillery, ſtores, and neceſſary proviſions. | 


* Meanwhile General Waſhington returned with his army from 


the Jerſeys to the defence of Philadelphia. Their force, in- 
. cluging t the militia, amounted to 13,000 men, which was ſtil 
. 1 a bY Am 


battalions, including the light infantry and grenadiers, with a | 


it coſt the fleet a week to gain the Capes of the Delaware. The 
river impracticable, engaged them to alter their deſign of pro- 
great diſtance from Philadelphia. The middle of Auguſt was 
were relieved from their tireſome conſinement on board the tranl- I 


ports, which was rendered doubly diſagreeable by the heat of 
the ſeaſon, and landed without oppoſition at Elk Ferry on the 
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onbderably inferior in number to the royal army. General A. D. 
Howe, after publiſhing ſuch proclamations as he thought neceſ- 1777 
ſary for quieting the minds of the inbabitants, and inducing 

them to return to the protection of the crown, began on the 3d 

of September to purſue his courſe to Philadelphia. Waſhington 

Joſt no opportunity of haraſſing him in his march, by every 
poſſible means which did not involve the neceſſity of riſquing 

a general engagement. But ſeveral conſiderable actions took 

place between the troops both before and after General Howe 

had entered Philadelphia, of which the army became poſſeſſed 

the 26th of September. In theſe actions victory always inclined 

to the fide of the king's troops, who ſhewed as much ardour in 

the attack as Waſhington diſcovered wiſdom in the retreat, and 


m- 
ith 
ork 


"wm in avoiding a general engagement, The Provincials had great 
a diſadvantage in the uſe of the bayonet, with which inſtrument 
but they were ill provided, and which they knew little how to ma- 
ata nage. And when this circumſtance is confidered, it will not 
O | zppear ſurpriſing that the diſproportion between their number 
of flain and that of the king's 12 8955 ould. in every action 
pong have been conſiderable. 
oy When the Britiſh troops had taken poſſeſſion of Philadelphia, | 
5 their firſt employment was to erect batteries which might com- | | 
17 mand the river, and protect the city from any infult by | 1 | 
Gy water, This was ſo neceſſary a meaſure, that the very day of i 
TR the arrival of the forces, the American frigate Delaware, of 32 
855 guns, anchored within 50% yards of the unfiniſhed batteries, 
cd and being ſeconded by another frigate, with ſome ſmaller veſlels, 
. commenced a heavy cannonade, which laſted for ſeveral hours. 
anl. Upon the falling of the tide, however, the Delaware grounded, 
0 and was taken; and the batteries newly erected were played 
_ @ vith ſuch effect againſt the other veſſels, that they were fortu- 
i nate to be able to retire. 
dee 00 Meanwhile Lord Howe bald apprized of the ter hined 
cons] progreſs of the army to Philadelphia, took the moſt ſpcedy and 
y ** elfectual meaſures to convey the fleet and tranſports round to 
ce, ind the Delaware, in order to ſupply the army with the neccflary 
vas ſtill ſtores and proviſions, as well as to concur in the active opera- 
derably/ tions hs the * After a dangerous and intricate voyage, 


the 
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A. D. the fleet arrived in the weſtern or Pennſylvania ſhore, where 
1777. they drew up and anchored. The paſſage to Philadelphia, 


my from Billingsfort, the principal place of ſtrength on the 


Induſtry to interrupt the navigation of the river. The principal 


or rather an accumulation of mud and ſand at the junction of 


been ſunk ſeveral ranges of frames or machines, which from 


Theſe were compoſed of tranſverſe beams, firmly united, and 
of ſuch weight and ſtrength as rendered it equally difficult to 
penetrate or remove them. About three miles lower down the 
river they had ſank other machines of a fimilar form, and 
erected new batteries on ſhore on the Jerſey ſide to co- operate 
in the defence. Both were farther ſupported by ſeveral gallies 


number of armed veſſels and ſmall craft of various kinds, and | 
ſome fire- ſhips. 


tion of Captain Hammond of the Roebuck, which, with ſome 


of the enemy, was able with much labour to weigh up as much 


ordered batteries to be erected on the Pennſylvania ſhore, t0 
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however, was {till impracticable, for the Americans had con. 
ſtructed great and numerous works with wonderful labour and 


of theſe were the ſtrong batteries on a low and marſhy iſland, 


the Delaware and Schuylkill ; a conſiderable fort or redoubt at 
a place called Red Bank on the oppoſite ſhore of New Jerſey; 
and in the deep navigable channel between theſe forts there had 


reſemblance of conſtruction were called chevaux de frize. 


mounting heavy cannon, together with two floating batteries, a 


The firſt thing requiſite for opening the chaniiet was to get 
the command of the ſhore. Accordingly, upon the repreſentz. 


other ſhips of war, had arrived in the Delaware before Lord 
Howe, the general detached two regiments to diſlodge the enc- 


J erſey ſnore. This ſervice was ſucceſsfully performed; and Cap- 
tain Hammond, after a vigorous conteſt with the marine force 


of the chevaux de frize as opened a narrow and difficult paſſage 
through this lower barrier. | 

Tt was not attempted to remove the upper barrier, which was 
much the ſtronger, until the arrival of Lord Howe, who con- 
certed meaſures for this purpoſe with the general. The latter 


py >» oy 


aſſiſt in diſlodging the enemy from Mud Ifland. He allo de- 


tached, (22d October), 4 ſtrong hogy of Heſſians to attack 4 
1  redou 
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teloubt at Red Bank; while Lord Howe ordered the men of A. D. 
war and frigates to approach Mud Hand, which was the main 1777. 
object of the aſſault. The operations by land and ſea were 
equally unſucceſsful. The Heflians were repulſed with great 
ſlaughter by the garriſon at Red Bank; as well as by the float- 
ing batteries of the enemy. The chips could not bring their fire 
to bear with any conſiderable effect upon the iſland. The ex 


2 traordinary obſtructions with which the Americans had inter- 

97 rupted the free courſe of the river, had even affected its bed, 

al and wrought ſome alteration on its known and natural channel. 

oy By this means the Auguſta mati of war of 64 guns; and Merlin 

11 loop were grounded ſo faſt at ſome diſtance from the chevaux _ 

1 de frize, that there was no poſſibility of getting them off. In 

WA this ſituation, though the {kill of the officers; ſeconded by the. 

the activity of the crews, prevented the effect of four fire:ſhips ſent. 

and to deſtroy the Auguſta, ſhe unfortunately took fire in the en- | 
5 gagement, which obliged the others to retire at a diſtance from | 
ies the expected exploſion: TG * alſo was een or i 
6s, 1 few lives were loſt; 4" 
and Wi Theſe untoward events tid not prevent a Kecud wial oh ihe... 4 

15th November to perform the neceſſary work of opening the | 

0 get communication of the river. While the enemy left nothing un- " 
Conte done to ſtrengthen their defences, the Britiſh fleet were inceſ- | 
een fantly employed in conveying heavy artillery and ſtores up the | 
ob river to a ſmall morafly iſland, where they ereQed batteries b 
> ne which greatly-incommoded the American works on Mud Ifland. 
n the At length every thing being prepared for an aſſault, the Iſis and | | 
den- Somerſet men of war paſſed up the eaſt channel, in order to it 
Ges attack the enemy's works in front; ſeveral frigates drew up 

much againſt a newly erected fort near Manto Creek; and two armed 

paſſage relſels, mounted with 24 pounders, made their way through a 

narrow channel on the weſtern ſide, in order to enfilade the 

ich was principal works. The fire from the ſhips was terrible, and re- 

N turned during the whole day with equal vivacity: Towards the | 
« htte ening the fire of the fort began to abate, and at length was 
Lore, 10 totally filenced. The enemy perceiving that meaſures were ta- 

Alo de king for forcing their works on the following morning, ſet fire 
rack th > every thing that could be F and eſcaped under fa- | 
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A. D. vour of the night. The forts on the main land did not after. | 
1777. wards make much reſiſtance, and, as well as that on the iſland, 


either fide of the river, ſeveral of their gallies, and other armed 
batteries of Philadelphia, and fly to places of fecurity farther up 
the river. This was no ſooner diſcovered than the Delaware 
frigate, now lying at Philadelphia, was manned and ſent in pur. 


_ their eſcape impoſſible. Thus environed, the crews abandoned | 


number of ſeventeen, including the two floating batteries and 


all that could be effected by the fleet; while the whole ſucceſs | 
of the army amounted only to their iecuring good 1 winter quo 


been reſolved in the cabinet, where all the future operations of 
the campaign had been ſettled with a painful and minute accu- 


fects of hoſtility. General Carleton, who had ſucceeded ſo 


the command, which was beſtowed by government on General 
Bufgoyne. With an army of above ſeven thouſand regular! 
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"afforded a conſiderable quantity of artillery and military "Ws 
to the victors. 


'The American ſhipping having now loſt all protection on 


veſſels, took the advantage of a favourable night to paſs the 


fuit of them; and other meaſures were taken which rendered 
and ſet fire to their veſſels, which were all confumed to the | 


fire-thips: with all theſe advantages, the advanced ſeaſon of the 
year and other impediments rendered the clearing of tlie river 
in any conſiderable degree impracticable; fo that the making 
fuch a channel as afforded a paſſage for tranſports and veſſels of 
eaſy burden, with proviſions and neceſſaries for the army, was | 


ters at Philadelphia. 

If the conſequences of victory were little e to re. 
move the uneaſineſs which began to be felt in England, as to 
the nature and reſult of the American war, the effects of defeat 
in the army of the north, intended to co-operate with the grand 
expedition, occaſioned the moſt gloomy apprehenſions. It had 


racy, that, while General Howe made a ſevere impreſſion on the | 
heart of America, the extremities ſhould alſo feel the cruel ef- 


well in this attempt in the former campaign, and to whoſe un- 
* emitting activity, directed by experienced wiſdom, the nation 
are indebted for the preſervation of Canada, was ſuperſeded in 


oops, provided 1 IN a Manner the molt complete, and 11 8 
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wich the fineſt train of artillery ever ſeen in the new world, A. D. 
that general proceeded to Canada, when, being joined by the 1777. 
| movincial militia of the country, he took meaſures according to 
his inſtructions for being reinforced by a powerful band of ſa- 
vages. About the middle of June he met the Indians in Con- 
greſs on the banks of Lake Champlain, where he ſaid every 
thing that appeared moſt effectual for raiſing the valour, and 
bridling the ferocity of our new allies. Soon after he publiſhed” 
1 manifeſto to the inhabitants of the northern provinces, ſetting 
forth the magnitude of his preparations, and denouncing againſt} 
the rebellious all the calamities and outrages of war, arrayed in 
the moſt terrific forms. Encouragement and employment. were 
Mured to thoſe who, with a diſpoſition and ability ſuited to the 
purpoſe, thould cheerfully affiſt in redeeming their country 
from flavery, and in re-eſtabliſhing legal government. Protec- 
tion and ſecurity, clogged with conditions, reſtricted by our 
circumſtances, and rather obſcurely and imperfectly expreſſed, 
were held out to the Fe and induſtrious, 110 continued 15 
in their habitations. 
After theſe previous ſteps, which the general jud ged neceſſa- 
ry, it was intended, that the army, in concert with the naval 
force on the lakes, ſhould proceed to the ſiege of Ticonderago, 
and, after ſecuring that important fortreſs, advance ſouthward ; 
on the frontiers of the provinces, where they would at length 
join the force conducted by Sir Henry Clinton, and Commo- 
dore Hotham, which, advancing northward from New York, 
deſtroyed the works, towns, and country of the enemy on both 
lides of the river. At firk every thing ſucceeded with General 
Burgoyne that could gratify the moſt ſanguine hopes of thoſe 
who employed him. Ticonderago was taken, the remainder of 
the rebel ſquadron on Lake George was purſued and defeated, 
and the enemy every where fled before the victorious troops, : 
whom they had neither ſtrength nor ſpirit to withſtand, The 


frſt impreſſions of deſpair produced on the minds of the rebels 
ded in had time to wear off by the delays of the march, in a country 
zcneral WW bb impracticable, that in ſome places it was hardly poſſible to 
regular N advance a mile in a day. The New-England governments, the 


rniſhed 


1 noſt immediately threatened, had time to recollect themſelves, 
with 
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A. D. and to take every meaſure that ſeemed moſt neceſſary for theiy 
777 defence. Arnold, who alternately acted the part of a general 


and commodore, with equal {kill and bravery, was ſent to re. 
inforce the declining courage ot the American troops, and car. 
ried with him a conſiderable train of artillery. The terror ex. 


cited by the ſavages, who were guilty of yarious enormities too 


ſhocking to be deſcribed, produced at length an effect directly 


conrary to what had been expected. The inhabitants of N 
open and frontier country were obliged to take up arms to de- 
fend tbemſelves againſt: this barbarous race; and, when the re- 
gular army « of the Provincials ſcemed to be 5 N waſted, a new 
one and more formidable was poured forth from the woods, 


mountains, and marſhes, which in this part are thickly ſown 


with plantations and villages. General Gates, an officer of 
tried ardour, and of a regular military education, took the com- 
5 mand of this force, in which he co- operated with Arnold with 


the moſt ſingular unanimity. The conſequence is well known, 


and will be long remembered. Burgoyne had gone too far to 
retreat to Canada, nor could he proceed to Albany, without 
forcing his way through the rebel army. After a number of | 


{kirmithes, marches, and two bloody engagements, he entered 


into the convention of Saratoga the 17th October, by which 


the Britiſh troops laid down their arms, and engaged neyer to 
aſfiſt more in attempting to ſubdue America. bs 


During the operation of the cauſes which led to this bumi- 
lating tranſaction, Sir Henry Clinton conducted his expedition | 
up the North River with uncommon ſucceſs. Having em- 
| barked 3000 men for that expedition, accompanied by a ſuitable | 
naval force, co: iting of frigates, armed gallics, and ſmaller | 


veſſels, be attacked the forts of Montgomery and Clinton, 


Several neceſſary motions being made to maſk the real deſign, | 
the troops were landed in two ſeparate diviſions, at ſuch a di- 
ſtance as occaſioned a conſiderable and difficult march through 


the mountains, which was conducted ſo {kilfully, that they ar- 
rived at the forts, and began their reſpective attacks at the ſame 


moment of time. The ſurpriſe and terror of the garriſon was 
: increaſed by the appearance of the ſhips of war, and the arrival 


and near fire of: the galley which approached. lo cloſe as to 
| = . ſtrike 
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grike the walls with their oars. Both forts were carried by A. D. 
ſtorm, and the ſlaughter of the enemy, occaſioned by the ob- 1777 
ſtinacy of their reſiſtance, was very conſiderable. Thoſe who | 
eſcaped ſet fire to two fire-frigates and ſeveral other veſſels, 
which, with their artiilery and ſtores, were conſumed or ſunk. , 
Another fort called Conſtitution was in a day or two after, 
upon the approach of the combined naval and land forces, ſet 

on fire and abandoned. The artillery taken in all the three 
amounted to 67 pieces of different ſizes. A few days after» 

wards Continental Village, containing barracks for 1500 men, 

and conſiderable ſtores, was deſtroyed. A large boom or chain, 

the expence of which was eſtimated at L. 70,000, and which 

was conſidered as an extraordinary proof of American induſtry 

and ſkill, was ſunk or carried away: and the whole loſs was. 

the greateſt which the enemy had hitherto ſuſtained, The navy 
continued to purſue the advantage. Sir James Wallace, with a 

flying ſquadron of light frigates, and General Vaughan, with a 
conſiderable detachment of troops, made various excurſions up 

the river, carrying terror and deſtruction wherever they went. 


At the very time that General Burgoyne was negotiating condi- 


tions for his ruined army, the thriving town of Eſopus, at no 
rery great diſtance, was reduced to aſhes, and not a houſe left 
ſtanding. The troops and veſſels did not retire to New York 
until they had diſmantled the forts, and left the riyer totally 
defenceleſs. Thus it muſt be confeſſed that, amidſt all our miſ- 
fortunes, the navy carried on every operation in which they 
were concerned with their wonted ſpirit and ſucceſs, | 
When news of the various events which had marked and, 
chequered this important year of the American war were 
brought to England, the nation were agitated by a tumult of - 
paſtons which it is not eaſy to deſcribe or analyſe. The boaſt. 
ed preparations which were to bring America at our feet, and 
which ſeemed capable, inſtead of ſubduing the rebels by open 
force, to look them into unconditional ſubmiſſion, produced 
none of the great effects which had been ſo firmly expected. 
The armament conducted by the Howes had not been able to 
gam any deciſive advantage over the force of the Provincials ; 3 
the northern army, Aether through the incapacity of the mi- 
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A. D. niſter, or the raſhneſs of the general, had been delivered us or 
' 1777. rather abandoned a miſerable prey into the hands of our ene. 
mies. Great part of the ſhipping of the Americans had, in. 
deed, been deſtroyed zi ſome of their towns were in our poſſeſ. 
ſion; their country had felt the calamities of war; their works 
of defence, raiſed with great art and induſtry, had been weak. 
ened or demoliſhed; but the ſpirit of the people was ſtill ung 
ſubdued, and their unremitting activity in a cauſe which they 
adored, animated by the firſt gleams of ſucceſs, would naturally 
prompt them to more figorous and daring efforts than they had | 
yet exerted. 
| Notwithſtanding theſe fatal appearances, the Engl miniſtry 
were ſo entwined in the American war, that it was impoſſible | 
for them conveniently to be diſengaged from it: their meaſures, 
it ſeemed, could only be juſtified by ſucceſs, which, had it de- 
Z pended on the liberality of the ſupplies, muſt doubtleſs have been 
obtained. On the 24th of November, 177, 66,000 ſeamen, | 
with 11,000 marines, were voted for the ſervice of the enſuing 
year. The maintaining of thoſe, with the building and re- 
pairing of ſhips, the ordinary of the navy and half-pay, and the 
_ diſcharge of a million of debt, made the whole expence of the | 
fleet, for the year 1778, amount to above five millions ſterling, 


| 

| 

| 
Vet this immenſe ſum exceeded only by about half a million | | 
the expence of the land forces; for, beſides the national WW 1 
troops, we had taken into pay about 25,000 Heſſians, Hanove- WW * 
rians, Brunſwickers, and other Germans: and many corpora- | i 
tions, as well as individuals, ſubſcribed largely for raiſing new Wl * 
regiments to reinforce the ſtanding military ſtrength of the Wil « 
country, This meaſure which, in any other war, would have 0 
been univerſally approved as a mark of the higheſt public ſpirit, | 
was loudly condemned by oppoſition, as farniſhing troops to Wil © 
| the king without conſent of parliament; and the effect, produ- b 
ced on the public by the factious clamours againſt the new le- f 
vies, clearly ſhowed the prevailing indifference, or rather diſin- b 
clination to the continuance of a war, in which we had hitherto ; 


met with little elſe but diſappointments and diſgrace. 
Meanwhile the news of the defeat and ſurrender of General | 


Burgoyne's army were received in France tho beginning of De- 
8 . 1 5 cember, | 
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590 and 50 tatally to ehange the views and behaviour of A. D. 

chat court with regard to the Americans. The agents whom 1777. 

the Congreſs kept at Paris had hitherto been coolly received by 

the French miniſtry, though idohzed by the levity or intereſted- 


neſs of the nation 3 but upon ſo favourable a turn in the affairs 
of their conſtituents, they renewed with more ſucceſs their pro- 


i poſals for negociating a treaty, while the French king received 
? the compliments of his nobility on the misfortune of the Britiſh 
, troops, with as much complacence as if his own had obtained a 
4 6gnal victory. In conſequence of theſe circumſtances, fo ad- 
. vantageous to the credit of the Americans, Monſieur Girard, 
y royal ſyndic of Straſbourg, and ſecretary of his moſt Chriſtian 
Is | majeſty's council of ſtate, waited on the American agents by 
s; order of his majeſty the 16th of December, and acquainted 
le- them, that, after long and full conſideration of their affairs and 
en propoſitions in council, his majeſty was determined to acknow- 
en, ledge the independence of the Americans, and to make a treaty 
ng with them of amity and commerce. That in this treaty no ad- 
ay vantage ſhould be taken of their preſent ſituation to obtain 
he terms which otherwiſe could not be convenient for them to a- 
he gree to, his majeſty deſiring that the treaty once made ſhould 
ig be durable, which could not be expected unleſs each nation 
Rom found its intereſt in the continuance as well as in the commence- 
wal | ment of it. It was therefore his intention to enter into ſuch an 
6 agreement with them as they could not but approve, had their 
ora⸗ ſtate been long eſtabliſhed, and attained the fulneſs of ſtrength 
new and power. That his majeſty was determined not only to ac- 
the knowledge, but ſupport their independence, even at the riſque 
have of a war; and, notwithſtanding the expence and danger attend» 
pirit, ing this meaſure, he expected no compenſation on that ac- 
ps to count, as he pretended not to act wholly for their ſakes, fince, 
rodu- beſides his real good-will to them and their cauſe, it was mani- 
aw le- feſtly the intereſt of France that the power of England ſhould 
Jifin- be diminiſhed, by ſeparating America from it for ever. The 
therto only condition which he required, therefore, on the part of the 
An een was, „“ That in no peace to be made with England 
eneral * they ſhould give up their independence, and return to the 


obedience of that government. a] pon this foundation the. 


treat y | 
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A.D. treaty was drawn up and gted, and ſoon after diſpatched to 
1778. receive the ratification of Congreſs. 
It appears not from any thing laid before the edle, that the 

Britiſh miniſtry were officially informed of this i important tran. 
action. Above two months afterwards the firſt lord of the 
treaſury, and the miniſter for the ſouthern department, de- 
clared they knew nothing for certain concerning any treaty be. 
tween France and America. If this was really the caſe, the am. 
baſſador at Paris ſcarcely deſerved thoſe honourable and lucra- 

tive marks of royal approbation, which have been ſince ſo libe- 

rally beſtowed on him; but if the fact is otherwiſe, and if ve 

may pive entire credit to the defence of that nobleman when 
called to account in the houſe of peers, it will be difficult to ſave | 

the honour of miniſters, whoſe character and veracity is of leſs 
importance to the public, than the humiliating and diſgraceful 
condition in which this once great and reſpectable nation muſt 
appear in the eyes of Europe. In former times we ſhould, in- 
ſtead of diſſembling the treaty, have demanded a full commu- 
nication of all its contents; but, to uſe the words of an inge- 

nious author, © when people are dejected by frequent loſſes, 

© torn by inteſtine factions, or any other way internally di. 

(c ſtreſſed, their deliberations are confuſed, their reſolutions | 

« flow, and an apparent languor is viſible, 00m they attempt 

« to carry their reſolutions into execution. 
However this queſtion may be decided betwagn the mivifiry 

at home, and their ambaſſador at Paris, (for the tameneſs of 

the public has not yet brought this affair to a full explanation), 

it was generally believed that adminiſtration knew of the pro- 
poſed treaty between France and America, and that the plan of 

- conciliation propoſed by Lord North the 19th of February, | 

was intended to counterwork the negotiations of our rivals, 

The propoſition of his lordthip was for two acts of parliament: 

the firſt, a bill for enabling his majeſty to appoint commiſſioners 

to treat, conſent, and agree onthe means of quieting the diſorcers 

7 now ſubſiſting in certain of the colonies. + The ſecond, a bill 
declaring the intention of parliament concerning the exerciſe ol 
the right of impoſing taxes on the provinces of North America. 


Both bills were paſſed) a and, notwithſtandi g the nice — — 
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power of taxing America, but all that national pre-eminence 
and ſupremacy which had been ſo pompouſly deſcribed, We 
thus renounced the original ground of the quarrel, and more 
than America ever deſired us to renounce; but ſince the decla- 
ration of independency, and the concluſion. of the treaty with 
France, it was little to be doubted that our preſent conceſſions 
would be attended with no better ſucceſs than our former pre- 
tenſions. In fact, the moderation of government, the unſea- 
ſonableneſs of which prevented its having any effect on the re- 
ſolutions of the rebels, ſerved only to damp the ſpirits of thoſe 
ave | who had entered moſt heartily into all the meaſures of govern- 
leſs ment and coercion j and had not France, by throwing aſide the 
eful veil through which our miniſters were ſtill fond to view her, 
nuſt rouzed the indignation and reſentment of the Britiſh nation, 
„ in- the military ardour which had been ſo happily excited would 
mu- have begun to ſubſide, and the people would have again fallen 
inge back into a lethargic languor and inactivity. But, on the 13th 
ofles, of March, the marquis of Noailles, ambaſſador from France, 
y dis | delivered the following declaration, by order of bis court, to 
tions WR Lord Viſcount Weymouth 3 „ That the United States of 
empt America, who are in full poſſeſſion of independence, as pro- 
1 AY nounced by them on the 4th of July, 1776, having propoſed _ 
niſtry | to the king to conſolidate, by a formal convention, the con- 
els of nection begun to be eſtabliſhed between the nations, the re- 
ation), | ſpective plenipotentiaries have ſigned a treaty of friendſhip and 
e pro} commerce, defigned to ſerve as a foundation for their mutual 
plan of good correſpondence. His majeſty being determined to culti- 
Yruary, | vate the good underſtanding ſubſiſting between France and 
rivals. Great Britain, by every means compatible with his dignity, and 
ament: the good of his ſubjects, thinks it neceſſary to make this pro- 
Moners ceeding known to the court of London, and to declare at the 
iſorcers ſame time, that the contracting parties have paid great attention 
„a bil WY ct to ſtipulate any excluſive advantages in favour of the French 
erciſe of nation; and that the United States have reſerved the liberty of 
America. eating with every nation whatever, upon the fame footing of 
tinctions equality. In making this communication, his moſt Chriſtian 
wbiehſ wajeſty obſerves, that the Britiſh miniſtry will find new proofs 
1 Vor. IV. IF . „ 


chich are made in his lordſhip's ſpeech, it appeared to common A. D. 
underſtandings that we gave up, by the latter bill, not only the 1778. 
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A. D. of his conſtant and ſincere diſpoſition for peace, and he there. 
1778. fore hopes they will take effectual meaſures to prevent the com. 


merce between France and America from being interrupted, 
and to cauſe all the uſages received between commercial nations 


to be in this reſpect obſerved. In this juſt confidence he thinks 
it ſuperfluous to acquaint them, that he has taken eventual 


meaſures, in concert with the United States of America, to 


maintain the dignity of his flag, and effectually to protect the 
lawful commerce of his ſubjects.” This declaration was imme. 


diately laid before the houſe of lords, with a meſſage from the 


king, ſetting forth the perfidy.of France, and contraſting it 
with his own ſteady adherence to the faith of treaties, The 


meſſage was anſwered by both lords and commons in a high 
ftrain of indignation and reſentment againſt the reſtleſs ambi- 


tion of the French court. The Britiſh ambaſſador at Paris 


was recalled, and the Marquis of Noailles left London. The | 
immediate conſequences of theſe ſteps were an embargo laid on 


the ſhipping in the French and Engliſh ports; the warmeſt im- 


preſs almoſt ever known ; and the embodying and calling forth 
the militia to the number of thirty thoufand men. 


A war with France can never be unpopular in this country 


and by bringing matters to ſuch a point that the French ap- 


peared evidently to be the aggreſſors, and wantonly to provoke 


the hoſtility of Great Britain, the miniſtry, had this been their 
own work, would have poſſeſſed the merit of uſing the ſureſt 
means of rouzing the latent reſentment and inherent antipathy | 


of the Engliſh againſt their natural enemies. The great body of | 


the people talked of nothing but violation of treaties, treachery, | 


war and vengeance. The new levies were carried on with re. 
doubled vigour, eſpecially in Scotland. A majority of both 


houſes re-echoed the ſentiments and language of the vulgar. I 


A few only ventured to think that France had done nothing in- 


conſiſtent with the univerſal practice of nations, and muſt have 


been deaf to every call of intereſt, if ſhe had not availed her- 


ſelf of the misfortunes or miſconduct of Great Britain to ag- : 
grandize her own power. Upon the ſame principle that Queen 


Eliſabeth aſſiſted with her troops and treaſure the United States 
of the Netherlands to throw off the yoke of a monarch then 


formidable 4 
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formidable to all Europe, the French could not fail, in a more A. D. 
enlightened age, greedily to ſeize the occaſion of ſupporting the 1 778. 
independence of Britiſh America, If ever the French gave us 
fair play, it was ſurely on the preſent occaſion ; they allowed us 
to negotiate and to fight; to heſitate betwren war and peace; 
and to throw away many precious years in armed truce and pa. 
cific hoſtility 3 and it aſtoniſhed all Europe, not that they inter- 
poſed at length, but that they did not interpoſe ſooner. Be- 
ſides, as they had long aſſiſted the Americans in an underhand 
manner, the open avowal of this aſſiſtance was the greateſt advan- 
tage that, in our preſent circumſtances, we could poſſibly obtain. 
|t revived the decaying ardour of the nation, united every well- 
wither to his country in a common cauſe, and called forth the 
moſt vigorous efforts, both public and private, that the hopes 
of plunder, intereſt, reſentment, and a ſenſe of nationat honour 
could inſpire. _ e | 
'The effects of this ſpirit i in augmenting our armaments ts by ſea. 
and land were foon viſible, If we may credit the words of thoſe 
who preſided over the navy, in a ſhort time we had, beſides a 
vaſt number of armed veſſels and privateers, 228 ſhips of the 
try; line, frigates and ſloops in commiſſion *. Of theſe, 30 ſhips of 

ap- the line were employed for the protection of Great Britain; the 
roke | whole number of veſſels on the coaſt of America amounted (it 


G 


their | was ſaid by men in office) to 130; Admiral Barrington was ſta- 
ureſt WH toned at the Leeward Iſlands; Sir Peter Parker at Jamaica; the 
athy den of war appointed to attend the Senegal fleet, were ordered 
dy of Wl * remain on that coaſt for the enen of trade; z and Admiral 


hery, | | 5 * "PE of the suits! in e 
th re- | 1 ſhip of 110 guns, 6 frigates of 44 guns, 
both 10 — of 90 — bs 1 of 30 
ulgar. 3 2 — of 80 — 28 — of 32 — 
ng in- | * 0 14 P 
ö 1 — of 70 — 26 — of 20 Or 24— 
t have 23 ==: 4 3 — 
d her- 4 — of 60 — N 88 krigates— 55 ſloops. BR 
to ag— 777ͥͤ̃ 7s | 
1 — —— 8; ſhips of the line; 

Queen | bs ſhips of the line. 935 88 frigates; 

States e 5s ſloops; 

idable I | 228 total, 


3 7 3 | | Duff's 
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They had aflembled a powerful ſquadron at Breſt, and another at 
Toulon; and their troops crowded the lea. ports, and covered 
the northern parts of the kingdom! 2 

While theſe preparations were going forward in Europe, no- 


thing deciſive had happened i in America. The king's army had 


remained quiet in their winter quarters tolerably well lupplied 


with proviſions; and General Waſhington's troops continued 
| hutted at Valley Forge, where it is ſaid they ſuffered into- 


lerable hardſhips. The greater part of the fleet remained at 
Rhode Iſland, from which detachments were ſent to cruiſe be- 
fore the principal ſea-ports of the continent, where, as well ag 


in the Weſt Indies, they were ſucceſsful in making a great num- 
ber of captures. As the ſpring approached, and the navigation 
of the Delaware became practicable, General Howe ſent various 


detachments to range the country round Philadelphia, i in order 


to open the communication for bringing in proviſions and to 


collect forage for the army. All theſe expeditions were ſucceſs 


ful; and on the 5th May Major Maitland was detached with the 


ſecond battalion of light infantry in flat- boats, protected by three 
gallics and other armed veſſels commanded by Captain Henry of | 
the navy, to deſtroy the American ſhips lying in the river be- 
tween Philadelphia and Treaton; which was effected with great | 
ſucceſs +. On the 25th of the ſame month was carried on a fimi- 


lar expedition from Rhode Iſland under the command of Lieute- 


nant-colonel Campbell and Captain Clayton of the navy. They 
deſtroyed 125 boats, collected by the rebels in Hickamanet ri- | 
ver, together with a galley under repair, deſtined for an inva- | 


ſion of that iſland. Another detachment from the men of war 


deſtroyed the rebel veſſels in Warren Creek; and a third burnt | 


* Appendix. No XVII. Liſt of French fleets. 
+ Liſt of American thips burnt on the 8th and oth of May. 
2 frizates, one for 32, the ather for 28 guns; 5 
9 large ſhips; We WF 
3 privateer floops for 16 guns each; 
3 dlitto for ten guns each | 
23 beige. wit th a n. mber of floops a and ſchooners. 
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paring materials to build boats and other ſuitable craft for the A. D. 


purpoſe of the before-mentioned invaſion. 


Theſe operations of the petite guerre cloſed the military career 
of General Sir William Howe, who religned the command to 


1778. 


Sir Henry Clinton, and returned to England. The firſt operation 


of the new commander was to evacuate Philadelphia, purſuant 
to the inſtructions which he had received from the miniſter, 
This meaſure, though attended with great danger on account of 
the neighbourhood of Waſhington's army of 20, ooo men, and 
though accompanied with a certain degree of diſgrace neceſ- 
farily attached to the abandoning of a town, the poſſeſſion of 
which had been acquired at ſuch an expence of hlood and trea- 


ſure, was yet deemed neceſſary to enable his majeſty's forces to 


reſiſt the united efforts of the Americans and their new and 
powerful allies. On the 18th of June the army began their 
march, and proceeded to Glouceſter Point, and from thence 
croſſed the Delaware in ſafety through the excellent diſpoſition 
They continued 
their march towards New Y ork till the 28th, without any inter- 
ruption from the enemy, excepting what was occaſioned by their 
having deſtroyed every bridge on the road. Then the rebels 


began to approach nearer the royal army, not in order to riſk 


a general engagement, but to haraſs their march, and-if poſſible 
to ſeize their baggage, which, as the country admitted of but 


one route, conſiſted of a train extending near twelve miles. The 


judicious diſpoſitions made by General Clinton, and the bravery 
of his troops, compelled the aſſailants to retire on every ſide, 
The army. marched without farther oppoſition to Naveſink, 


where they waited two days, i in hopes that General Waſhington 


might be induced to take poſt near Middletown, where he 


might have been attacked to advantage. But as he ſtill declined 


affording an opportunity of coming to a general action, prepa- 
ations were made for paſſing to Sandy-Hook Iſland by a bridge 


| of flat boats, which by the extraordinary efforts of the navy 


was ſoon completed, and over which the whole army paſſed in 


about two hours time on the 5th of July, the horſes and cattle 


having been previouſly tranſported. They were afterwards car= 


Ned upto New York; while mg fleet, the proceedings of which 


had 
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A. D. had been regulated by the motions of the army, anchored of 
1778. Staten Iſland. This ſtation was leſs diſadvantageous than that 

of the Delaware, in cafe the French fleet at Toulon ſhould 
efcape to America. 'This unfortunately had happened ; M. 
D'Eſtaing having ſailed from Toulon the 13th of April with 
twelve ſhips of the line beſides frigates and ſtore-ſhips, The 
fact was known to the miniſtry the 27th of the ſame month; 
but no effectual meaſure had been taken in conſequence of it. 
It was ſeveral days even before a council was called to take this 
important matter into conſideration. 'The ſucceeding month was 
| ſpent in naval reviews, and in parliamentary debates, in the 
_ courſe of which the miniſters acknowledged that it was judged 
improper to detach any part of our fleet, until the internal ſafe. 
ty of Great Britain was ſufficiently provided for. Meanwhile 
 P'Eftaing's ſquadron rode miſtreſs of the ſea, and purſuing their 
_ Courſe to America, arrived on the coaſt of Virginia the 5th of 
| July. On the 8th they anchored at the entrance of the Dela. 
ware, and on the 1 ith arriv ed on the northern ſhore of Nen 
Jerſey. 
Lord Howe made no delay in taking the neceflary meaſures 
to oppoſe their attempts, until the expected reinforcement under 
the command of Admiral Byron ſhould arrive from England, 
But nothing could be more blameable than the late departure, 
or more unfortunate than the tedious voyage of that admiral. | 
He failed the 5th of June, and worked out of the channel 
againſt a freſh wind at ſouth-weſt. Nothing very material hap- 
pened till the 3d of July, when the fquadron was ſeparated in | 
49 degrees 4 minutes north latitude, and 26 degrees 48 minutes 
weſt longitude from the nn in a moſt violent gale at north, 
accompanied with heavy rains. At eight o'clock next evening 
the ſtorm abated, and of a ſquadron of 14 veſſels ſhewed only | 
the Princeſs Royal, Invincible, Culloden, and Guadaloupe. F 
On the 6th the Culloden was ordered to look out to the north- | 
eaſt quarter, and the Guadaloupe to the ſouth-weſt. The 
Guad: aloupe joined again the next afternoon, and kept company | 
till the 21ſt, when ſhe and the Invincible ſeparated in a thick | 
fog on the banks of Newfoundland. On the 5th of Auguſt the 


admiral fell! in wich che Culloden, after being N a month, N 
but 
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hut ſhe parted company again in the night of the 11th. The A. D. 
Princeſs Royal being thus left by herſelſ, the admiral continued 1778. 


at 
14 his beſt endeavours to get to Sandy Hook, but the prevailing 
. wind being from the ſouth-weſt to weſt, he made very ſlow 


| progreſs. On the 18th of Auguſt the crew of the Princeſs 
Royal perceived 12 fail of ſhips at anchor to leeward, diſtant 
about eight miles. Theſe were ſoon diſcovered to be part of 
| DEftaing's ſquadron, and, as the admiral could neither get into 
the road of Sandy Hook nor of New York, without paſſing 
through the midſt of the enemy, he bore away for Halifax, 


was 

the where he arrived the 26th of Auguſt, and found the Culloden, 
ped which had reached that port before him. The reſt of the ſqua- 
ale. dron afterwards dropped Mm gradually there, or into the harbour 


hile of New York, their crews very ickly, and their furniture much 
heir impaired. = 4 
oy Meanwhile D' Eſtaing $ Squadron had, on i the afternoon of 
ela- the 12th of July, come to anchor off Shrewſbury Inlet, about 
four miles from. Sandy Hock. were conſiſted of 12 ſail of two- 


| decked ſhips, and 3 frigates. ed large ſhips had go 
guns, one 80, fix were of 74, three of 64, one of 50; the 
laſt of the frigates mounted 36 guns; and their complement in 
| men was above 11,000. 'To oppole this formidable ſquadron 
Lord Howe had ovly fix fail of 64 gun hips, three of go, two 
of 40% with ſome frigates and floops, for the moſt part poorly 


ſures | 
nder 
and, 
ture, 
niral. 


annel manned. In this great diſparity of force the ſpirit of Britiſh 
hap- ſenmen blazed forth with more than its uſual luſtre. A thou- 
od in ſand volunteers from the tranſports preſented themſelves to man 


the fleet. Such was their ardour, that many who had been 
detained as neceflary for the watch in their reſpective ſhips, 


nutes 
1orth, 


ening | | 
5 * Liſt of Lord Howe's fleet. 


] only | Eagle, of 64 guns, Vice-admiral Howe, Captains Duncan and Curtis 
loupe. Tiident, 64 Commodore Elliot, Captain Molloy 
north- | Nonſuch, 64 — Captain Griffiths; _ 

The 1 St, Albans, 64 —= Pitsberbert; 

| Somerlet, 64 — --Qurry ;.- | 

mPary | Ardent, 64 — Keppel; 

z thick | Experiment, 50 | Sir James Wallace t 

uſt the * . 00 Raynor; 
month, a 50 | Commodore Hothung ; 

808 f 3 40 — Captain Parker; 

9 webuck, 4 — Hammond. 
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A. D. were found concealed in the boats which carried their i more 
1778. fortunate companions on board the ſeveral men of war. The 


in a line of ſervice, which, independent of the ſpirit that ani- 


unaccuſtomed to a ſea life. Though ſcarcely recruited from 


men ſhewed equal alacrity, ſeveral taking their ſtations at the 
guns with the common ſailors, others putting to ſea in their 


bound for the port, and to look out for the long-expected ar- 
with a ſpirit of diſintereſted patriotiſm, that would have done | 
| Honour to the firſt names of Greece or Rome in the moſt bril- 


liant period of thoſe celebrated republics, wrote for leave to 


ſhip, to be conducted by himſelf; rejecting all idea of any other 


one who bore the name of Britain, and which could never have 
been executed under a commander who was not univerſally be- 


gorous exertions of the enemy. While the French admiral 
was employed in ſounding the bar, his lordſhip placed his ſhips] 
in the ſtrongeſt ſituation the channel within the Hook would} 


their ſeveral opinions, formed ſuch plans of arrangement a8 


I lengthened his line, which was already formed of the Iſis, 
_ Eagle, Somerſet, Trident, Nonſuch, and Ardent, by adding the] 
Leviathan ſtoreſhip, manned by volunteers for the occaſion, 
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army were equally forward and impatient to ſignalize their zeal 
mated them, would have been extremely diſagreeable to men 
the fatigues of a long, toilſome, and dangerous march, they 
were eager to caſt lots to decide which ſhould be appointed to 
embark as marines. The maſters and mates of the merchant. 
ſmall ſwift-ſailing ſhallops, to alarm ſuch ſhips as might be 


rival of Byron's reinforcement. One of the name of Duncan, 


convert his veſſel, the whole hopes of his fortune, into a fire. 


recompence than the honour of ſacrificing his life, ſervices, aud | 
expectations, to an ardent love of his country. 


Lord Howe, encouraged by the noble enthuſiaſm of every | 


loved and reſpected, loſt not a moment in forming the diſpoſi- | 
tion of his fleet, with determined purpoſe to reſiſt the moſt vi- 


admit. He ſounded its ſeveral depths in perſon; he aſcertained} 
the different ſetting of the currents, communicated his diſco- 
veries to the officers of the moſt experience, and, after hearing] 


ſcemed beſt adapted to counteract the enemy's deſigns. Hel 


and ſupplied with cannon from the train. One battery of two 
howitzers, and another of three eighteen pounders, were ol 
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ed on the point, round which the enemy muſt have paſſed, to A. D. 
enter the channel. 1778. 


During theſe vigorous preparations the aümirut had the 
daily mortification to ſee ſeveral of tlie Engliſh traders fall into 
the hands of the French. The Stanly armed brig, with five 
prizes, unfortunately anchored in the middle of their fleet, the 
darkneſs of the night concealing their enſigns, and was boarded. 
before ſhe diſcovered her miſtake. If ſome traders and advice- 
boats had not eſcaped over the flats, the Hope, with a convoy 
from Halifax, would likewiſe have been taken, and added to 


| the general loſs and indignation; 


The French ſquadron had maintained a conſtant intercourſe 
with the ſhore by means of boats and ſmall veſſels; which was 


obſerved to ceaſe on the 21ſt of July. On the day following 
they appeared under way, The wind was favourable for crof- 


ſing the bar, the ſpring tides were at the higheſt, and every cir- 
cumſtance concurred for attacking the Britiſh fleet to the great- 

eſt advantage. The admiral, therefore, had reaſon to expect one 

of the hotteſt actions ever fought between the two nations: 
Had the Engliſh men of war been defeated, the tranſports and 
victuallers muſt have been an eaſy acquiſitionz and the army, of 
courſe, compelled to ſurrender on any terms the enemy might 
impoſe. But D'Eſtaing ſeems not to have poſſeſſed ſufficient 


courage to contend for ſo great a ſtake; and at three o'clock in 


the afternoon he bore off to the ſouthward, to the great mortt= 
fication of our gallant ſcamen, who, confident of victory, only 
longed for a battle, | 
Inſtructions were immediately diſpatched to the advice-toats 
ſtationed without on the flats, to follow and obſerve the motions 
of the French fleet. It was generally ſuppoſed that the ene- 
my's deſign was td force the port of New York, and that their 
bearing to the ſouthward was owing to. the circumſtances of 
the weather. But advice was received, that they were ſeen on 
the morning of the 23d, in the latitude of the Delaware. Soon 
ater this intelligence, the Engliſh fleet received an unexpected 
xceflion of force by the arrival of the Renown from the Weſt 
ladies; and fo extremely inferior were they in every reſpect to 
the enemy, that the addition of a ſingle kfty gun ſhip was a 
Vor. .. . matter 
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matter of general exultation. Such was the mortifying debility 
of the Britiſh fleet, while the firſt lord of the admiralty 
triumphed in parliament in the ſuperiority of Lord Howe's {qua- 
dron over that of M. D'Eſtaing. 
The Diſpatch arrived from Halifax the 26th of july, which 
brought no intelligence of Byron, but informed the admiral, 
that the Raiſonable and Centurion were both on their way to 
New York. Theſe, as well as the Cornwall, formed a | moſt 
ſcaſonable reinforcement. 
It was now known for certain, that the French fleet had fa 
ed for Rhode Iſland. On the 29th they had been ſeen off 
| Newport harbour; the ſame day two of their frigates had en. 
tered the Seconnet paſſage; next morning two line-of-battle 
ſhips had run up the Naraganſet paſſage; and the remainder of 
the ſquadron were at anchor without Brenton's Lodge, about 
five miles from the town. In this divided ſtate of the enemy, 
Lord Howe, notwithſtanding the great inferiority of his force 
even after the reinforcement, determined to fave the Britiſh 
garriſon at Rhode Iſland. Two additional fire-ſhips were con. 
ftructed by his orders, and all his ſquadron was ready for ſea 
by the firſt of Auguſt. The weather prevented, however, his 
arrival at Rhode Iſland till the evening of the gth. By this 
time D'Eſtaing had entered the harbour under an eaſy ſail, can- 
nonading the town and batteries as he paſſed. His ſituation, | 
therefore, was much ſtronger than that on which the Engliſh 
had depended at Sandy Hook. 'The rebels alſo were poſſeſſed 
of the left-hand ſhore, the whole length of the harbour, which | 
gave them an opportunity not only to annoy the Britiſh fleet 
from the heights of Conanicut, near to which it muſt have ap- 
proached, but, during the attack againſt D'Eſtaing, to bring all | 
their guns to bear upon the Engliſh ſhips from the nortllern ex· 
tremity of that iflanßd. 
Next morning the wind blew directly out of the harbour 
and in a ſhort time the French ſquadron appeared ſtanding out 
to ſea with all their ſails on board. Lord Howe immediately 
made the ſignal to get under way, and endeavoured by ſeveral] 
maſterly manceuvres to throw the enemy to leeward, The 


WE weather. gage was a matter of the utmoſt * as, U unless | 
| he 
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he could obtain that, the fire-ſhips, in which were placed the A, D. 
ity greateſt hopes in contending with ſuch a ſuperior force, .could $770 
ity not be brought into action; and the frigates which had charge 

a- of them would likewiſe have been prevented from engaging. 

But the attention of the French was as great to prelerve this 

ich advantage, as the ſolicitude of the Engliſh to acquire it, N igbt 

ral, put an end to the manceuvres on both ſides, and next morning 

As preſented the two fleets in the ſame fituation with regard to the 

bo weather, but at ſomewhat greater diſtance. The wind ſtill 
being to the eaſtward, blowing freſh, and there appearing no 
proſpect of change, Lord Howe, therefore, ordered the frigates 
which had the charge of the fire-ſhips to be informed, that, 
ſhouid the enemy continue to preſerve the weather-gage, he 
would wait their approach with the ſquadron formed in a line 

of battle a-head, from the wind to the ſtarboard. At the 
ſame time he took a ſtep upon which no officer could have 
ventured, whoſe character for perſonal bravery was leſs fully 
eſtabliſhed. It is well known that a commander in chief, ſta- 
tioned in the line, cannot, after the action is commenced, ob-. 
ſerve the general conduct of the battle. His ſervices are then oY 
of no more avail than thoſe of any other officer, equally brave IF 
and expert in the management of a ſingle ſhip. But, as Lord 
Howe had on this occaſion to engage under ſo many diſadvan- 

tages, it was neceſſary to ſeek reſource in his ſuperior {kill and 
ativity, to be ready to profit of every fortuitous occurrence, 

and to compenſate for the inferiority of his force by his addrets 

in applying it. He therefore ſhifted his flag on board the Apol- 

lo trigate, leaving the Eagle in the centre, and moved to a con- 
venient diſtance to take a view of the whole line. Having by 

this gained a nearer view of the French fleet, and obſerved thar 
they had placed their ſtrongeſt ſhips 1 in the van, he ſtrengthened 
the rear of the Britiſh to receive their attack. About four 
oclock the French admiral altered his bearing, and new- formed 

his line to engage to leeward, Lord Howe croſſed through the 
interſtices of the Engliſh line with the frigates and fire-ſhips, 
and in a few minutes her made a ſignal for his ſhips to ſhorten 

fail, and cloſe to the centre. The engagement ſeemed now to 

be decided on by the commanders of both ſquadrons; but in a 
3G 2 Hark ; 
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A. D. fort time the French again altered their courſe, and bearing tg 
1778, the ſouthward were ſpeedily, from the ſtate of the weather, 


entirely out of fight, 
The wind blew ſo hard that it was e 7 for the Britiſh to 


ie to all night to prevent the ſeparation of their fleet. But the 


gale increaſed to ſuch violence, that, notwithſtanding this pre- 
caution, the Blue diviſion was totally ſeparated from the reſt; 
the centre and van with moſt of the frigates ſtill keeping toge- 


ther. 'The Apollo, i in which the admiral was embarked, having 


loſt her foremaſt in the night, he ſhifted his flag next day on 
poard the Phœnix, Captain Hammond, then in company with 
the Centurion, Ardent, Richmond, Vigilant and Roebuck, 
The whole fleet was greatly diſabled by the ſtorm, their fails 
Mattered, their maſts ſprung, and the fire-thips rendered by the 
wet totally unſit for ſervice. But, though the elements warred 


againſt them, they failed not to aſſail their enemies wherever 
the opportunity offered. On the evening of the 13th, Captain 
Dawſon, in the Renown of fifty guns, fell f in with the Langue. 


doc, carrying M. D'Eſtaing, totally diſmaſted. Having run 
cloſe under her lee, he gave her all his upper-deck guns; then 


ſtanding off to windward, opened his lower ports, and, at half 


a cable's length, poured in three broadſides. The darkneſs ob- 
liged him to lie to for the night, in the reſolution of renewing 


the attack next morning: but at the firſt dawn fix French ſhips 
Hove in ſight, three of which remained with the-wreck, and the 


other three gave him chace. The fame evening Commodore 
Hotham would have taken the T onant, had it not been for the 


intervention of other French {hi ps. A circumſtance of another | 


| kind prevented the Cæſar, a a 74 gun ſhip, from becoming a prize 


to the Iſis, aſter an action as brilliant as any on record in the hi- 


ſtory of the Engliſh navy. Captain Rayner. of the Iſis, diſcorer- 
ing the force of his opponent, at firſt endeavoured to eſcape her; 
put ſhe proved to be the faſteſt failer. In a ſhort time they were 


däiloſe on board each other, and engaged for an hour and a half 


that the 7 Freachmgn was forced to put before the wind. The Its 
| was 


within piſtol-ſhot. Notwithſtanding the extraordinary diſpro- 


. portion of force, the addreſs and intrepidity of the Engliſh captain 


was ſo happily ſeconded by the ardour of his officers and men, 
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Was earl of purſuing him, being ſo much ſhattered in her A. D. 
maſts and rigging. Mr. Bougainville, the French captain, loſt 1778, 
his arm, the firſt lieutenant his leg, and they acknowledged 
ſeventy men killed and wounded : whereas the Iſis had but one 
man killed, and fourteen wounded. After theſe honourable 
but partial engagements, the Engliſh ſhips ſailed for the gene- 
ral rendezvous, which the admiral had appointed at the Hook, 
where they found their conforts almoſt as much ſhattered by 
the ſtorm, as they had been by the ſtorm and * French fleet 
together. 

During the time requiſite for repairing the dilabled ſhips, the 
Experiment, being ſent to explore the ſtate of affairs at New- 
port, brought intelligence, the 23d of Auguſt, that D'Eſtaing' "Io 
ſquadron had again returned to Rhode Iſland. Lieutenant 
Stanhope arrived next day, having with great gallantry paſſed. 
through the body of the French fleet in a whale-boat, convey- 
ing more complete information of the ſituation of the enemy. 
He had left them at anchor at the harbour's mouth, which it 
was not probable they had entered, as the wind had all along 
continued at eaſt, The rebels, to the number of twenty thou- 
ſand, had advanced within fifteen hundred yards of our works. 
From them, however, Sir Robert Pigot, who commanded: the 
Engliſh garriſon, apprehended little danger; but ſhould the 
French fleet come in, the governor ordered his meſſenger to 
ſay it would make an alarming change. 

Lord Howe loſt not a moment, upon this information, to ſet 
fail for the relief of the place. But he was met at ſea by the 
Galatea with diſpatches from General Pigot, acquainting him 
that D'Etaing had-ſailed from his anchorage, and ſteered in a 
courſe for Boſton. His lordſhip, therefore, detached the Nau- 
tilus, Sphinx, and Vigilant to Rhode Iſland, and proceeded with 
tne remainder of his ſquadron in queſt of the enemy. As it was 
not probable that the French would attempt to navigate their 
large ſhips in their diſabled Rate through the ſouth channel, 
vithin George's Bank, his lordſhip was in hopes that, by fol- 
lowing that courſe, he might intercept their paſſage to Boſton 
Bay. But on entering that bay the 39th, he found to his great 
mortification that the enemy had ALAN ed his arrival. The | 
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422 NAVAL HISTORY 
A. D: next day he endeavoured to take advantage of a leading wind te 
17 78. view their poſition, but was prevented by the St. Albans run- 
ning on ſhore near the point of Cape Cod. He effected his pur- 
poſe, however, on the iſt of September, and judging that no 
attempt could be made againſt them in their preſent ſituation 
with the ſmalleſt proſpect of ſucceſs, he ſtood off to ſea, in or- 
-\ der to diſengage his ſhips from the navigation of the coaſt, which 
woas extremely dangerous, the wind blowing freſh from the eaſt, 
and the appearance of the weather in other reſpects unfavour- 
able. When he arrived at Newport, he found that the meaſures 
which he had taken, had been effectual in relieving that im- 
portant garriſon ; the rebel General Sullivan, on the unexpected 
retreat of D'Eſtaing, having retired from before the place after 
uttering many bitter reproaches againſt the brittle faith of his 
new allies. Lord Howe afterwards returned to Sandy Hook, 
and his health being infirm, ſurrendered the powers with which 
he was intruſted to Rear-admiral Gambier, and ſet fail for 2 
land, where he arrived the 25th of October. 
The naval operations in Europe, though far leſs complicated, 
| were not more deciſive than in America. The French, as early 
as the month of May, had in the road of Breſt nineteen ſhips of 
74 guns, three of 80, and fourteen frigates, commanded by the | 
Count D'Orvilliers, lieutenant-general of the marine. The duke 
of Chartres, eldeſt ſon of the firſt prince of the blood, com- 
wanded an eighty-gun ſhip, and gave the ſplendour of his name 
to this formidable equipment. The Britiſh fleet “, deſtined to 
aft againſt the main force of the enemy, was committed to Ad- 
miral Keppel, who failed from St. Helen's the Sch of June, 
with unlimited diſcretionary powers. Nothing particular hap- 


It conſiſted of the following ſhips: The Victory of 100 guns, Admiral Kep- 
pel; the Queen of go guns, Vice-admiral Harland ; the Ocean of go puns, Vite- | 
admiral Palliſer; the Sandwich of go guns; the Prince George of go guns; the 
Foudroyant, Shrewſbury, Egmont, Valiant, Courageux, Ramillies, Hector, Mo- 

narque, Eliſabeth, Berwick, and Cumberland, of 74 guns each: the America, | 
Exeter, Stirling Caſtle, Robuſte, and Bieniaiſant, of 64 guns each; Arethuſa | 
frigate of 30 guns; Fox and Proſerpine frigates ; the Alert and Meredith ermed | 
cutters, and the Vulcan fire ſhip; in all 27 fail; which were afterwards joined by 
ſome others. ——Sce SAL No XXI. for a complete lilt of the Britith and | 
French flects. | 


. 1 : pened 
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pened until the 195th, when the Engliſh fleet being in Tine of A. D. 
550 25 miles diſtant from the Lizard, they perceived two 1778. 
ſhips and two tenders ſurveying the fleet, and watching its mo- 

tions. The ſituation of the admiral was ſomewhat embarraſſing; 

for by commencing hoſtilities without expreſs orders, the whole 

blame of the war might be laid upon him; but conſidering that 

it was neceflary to ſtop theſe frigates, as well to obtain intelli- 

pence, as to prevent its being communicated, he immediately 
directed the whole fleet to chace; and between five and fix in 

the evening the Milford had got cloſe along-fide the lee- 

ward ſhip, which proved to be a large French frigate called 

the Licorne, of 32 guns and 230 men. Her commander could 
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x not be perſuaded by civil words to bring his veſſel to the 
s Engliſh fleet, ſo that it was neceſſary to fire a gun, which 


made him prepare to obey the Engliſh officer's requeſt. The 
other French ſhip was purſued by the Arethuſa and Alert cut- 
ter, and, at ſome diſtance aſtern, the Valiant and Monarque. 
Meanwhile the French frigate which had been overtaken by the 
Milford, and was now attended by the America, changed her 
courſe, and went upon a different tack, with a view to eſcape. 
One of the Englith ſhips attending her, fired a ſhot acroſs her, 
which was immediately followed by the French frigate's diſchar- 
ging a whole broadſide into the America, at the very moment 
Lord Longford was upon the gunwale talking to the French cap- 
tain in the moſt civil ſtrain. The latter then ſtruck his colours; 
and though his conduct merited the fire of the America, Lord 
Longford's magnanimity diſdained to take vengeance on an ene- 
my whom he had entirely in his power. On the igth the Va- 
lant and Monarque who had chaced the other French ſhip, were 
ſeen making for the fleet with a diſabled ſhip in tow, which was 
ſoon perceived to be the Arethuſa with her main maſt gone, and 
much ſhattered in other reſpects. The Arethuſa had, on the 
night of the 19th, come up with her chace, which proved to be 
the Belle Poule, a large French frigate with heavy metal. The 
French captain peremptorily refuſed to bring to, which obliged 
Captain Marſhall of the Arethuſa to fire a ſhot, which was im- 
mediately returned by a whole broadſide from the French fri- 
gate. 1 on an engagement which laſted npwards of 
wo hours. The action was conelied. with equal obſtinacy on 
both 
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A. D. both des. The French frigate was ſuperior i in weight of me⸗ 
1778. tal, and in the number of men; advantages which ſhe ood ; in 
need of: at length the Arethuſa, being much ſhattered in her 
maſts, ſails, and rigging, and there being little wind to govern 
her, ſhe could not prevent the French ſhip from getting into a 
ſmall bay, where boats at day-light came out and towed her in- 
to ſafety. The Arethuſa had eight men killed, and thirty-ſix 
wounded. The French acknowledge forty ſlain, and forty-ſeven | 
wounded, on board the Belle Poule. Captain Fairfax of the 
Alert cutter was more fortunate, having taken, after a gallant 
engagement, a French ſchooner of ten carriage-guns and ten | 
ſwivels that attended the Belle Poule. And on the 18th the 
Foudroyant, Courageux, and Robuſte, had chaced and taken 
the Pallas, a French frigate of 32 guns and 220 men, | 
From papers found on board the Pallas and Licorne French | 
frigates, the admiral diſcovered that the enemy's fleet in Breſt | 
water conſiſted of thirty-two ſail of the line, and about a dozen 
frigates; whereas his own conſiſted only of twenty of the for- 
mer, and three of the latter. In this perplexing ſituation he | 
conſidered the probable conſequences of riſquing an engage- | 
ment againſt ſuch odds, alſo the critical and hazardous ſituation 
the nation might be reduced to in caſe of a defeat, as the dock- | 
yards and whole ſhipping in the ports of the channel would, in 
that caſe, be at the mercy of the enemy; therefore, though he 
foreſaw that to come home without orders might be fatal to his 
own reputation, yet he reſolved to riſque that for the ſafety of | 
his country, and accordingly returned to Spithead the 27th 1 
June for a reinforcement. | : 
At this juncture two fleets en the Weſt Indies, with ſome | 
ſhips from the Levant, arrived, which afforded a ſupply of ſea- 3 
men; by this ſeaſonable relief the admiral was enabled to 
ail again on the gth July, with twenty-four ſhips of the line, 
and was joined on his way down the channel by ſix more. The 
French king in the mean time had iſſued orders for repriſals on 
the ſhips of Great Britain, aſſigning the capture of the frigates, Y 
and our engagement with the Belle Poule, as the oſtenſible rea- 
ſons: thus nothing of war was wanting between the two na- 
tions but the ceremony of a proclamation, The French fleet, 
Ing of . ſhips of the line, and a number of fri- : 

| 4 | | gates, 
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gates, had ſalted from Breſt the $th July; they were divided A. D. 
into three ſquadrons, under Count D'Orvilliers, (commander 1778. 
in chief), Count Duchaffault, and the Duke de Chartres, a 
prince of the blood, aſſiſted by three other admirals*, On 
their departure from Breſt, the Lively frigate, which had been 
cruiſing to watch their motions, was captured, being ſo much 
entangled amongſt them that ſhe could not eſcape, 

The Britiſh fleet + was alſo divided into three ſquadrons, 
commanded by. Admiral Keppel, the Vice-admirals Sir Rohert 
Harland and Sir Hugh Palliſer: Rear-admiral Campbell, from 
friendſhip to Admiral Keppel, condeſcended to act as firſt cap- 
tain on board the Victory. The two fleets came in fight of each 

other in the afternoon of the 23d July, in the Bay of Biſcay, 


about 35 leagues to the weſtward of Breſt. At firſt the French 


admiral, from his movements, ſeemed deſirous to bring on an 
engagement, probably ſuppoſing the Britiſh fleet to be nearly 
of equal force with what it was about four weeks before ; but 
on coming nearer he diſcovered his miſtake, and from that 
moment he evidently determined to avoid an action. This plan 
he adhered to for the three following days, notwithſtanding 
every effort uſed by the Britiſh admiral to bring him to action; 


which the latter ardently wiſhed for, before the Eaſt and Weſt | 


India fleets, which were expected about this time, ſhould ar- 


rive, finding it would be difficult to protect them effectually, 


as the French fleet overſpread many leagues of the ocean. All 


the advantage he could obtain in four days was to ſeparate two | 


of the enemy's line of battle ſhips, which returned to Breſt, 
and could. not afterwards rejoin their fleet: this placed both 
flects upon an equality as to line of battle ſhips. On the 24th 
the Britiſh admiral threw out the ſignal to chace to windward, 
which was continued the two following days, keeping at the 
ſame time his ſhips as much connected as the nature of a pur- 
ſuit would admit, in order to ſeize the firſt opportunity of 
bringing the enemy to a cloſe engagement; but this proved 
ineſfectual, the French cautiouſly avoiding coming to action, 
and in their manceuvres ſhowing great addreſs and nautical 
For a lift of the French fleet ſee Appendix, No XXI. 
7 See Appendix, N.. XXI. for a liſt of the Britiſh feet. 
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426 NAVAL HISTORY 
A. D. knowledge. About four o'clock in the morning of the 2th 
778. July, the French were diſcovered to windward about five miles 
diſtance, Admiral Keppel finding fome of his fleet too much 
ſcattered, made ſignals to collect them together, {till continuin 
to follow the enemy, About ten o'clock a heavy dark ſquall 
came on, which continued near an hour; when it cleared up, 
the two fleets, by a ſhift of wind, had neared each other, but 
on different tacks. About half paſt eleven the ſignal was hove | 
out for a general engagement, at which time the ſhips as they 
came up began firing. The French attacked at ſome diftance | 
the headmoſt of Sir Robert Harland's diviſion, which led the 
van. Their fire was warmly returned by almoſt every ſhip in 
the fleet, as they ranged along the line; and notwithſtanding 
| i had been extended by the chace, they were ſoon engaged, as 
the two flects paſſed each other. The cannonade was very 
heavy, and did conſiderable execution on both ſides. The ene- 
my, as uſual, fired chiefly at the rigging, which crippled many 
of the Britiſh ſhips, while Mr. Keppel continued the old way 
of fighting, by firing principally at the hulls of the enemy's 
ſhips with good ſueceſs. Co nr ng po or, 
The action, for the ſhort ſpace it laſted, (about three hours), 
was very warm. The loſs on the fide of the Britiſh was 133 
killed, and 373 wounded; among the latter were four officers, 
none of whom died. The French concealed their loſs as much 
as poſlible ; they acknowledged, however, 150 killed, and about | 
| 600: wounded, From the manner of engaging it is probable | 
they loſt more men than the Britiſh, perhaps double the num- 
. 3 7 . 
After the different ſhips had repaired their damages, the 
commander in chief, about three o'clock in the afternoon, made | 
the ſignal to form the line of battle a-head. The red diviſion, | 
commanded by Sir Robert Harland, immediately obeyed; but 
the blue diviſion never came into the line during the reſt of the 
day, Sir Hugh Palliſer alledging, that his ſhip the Formidable 
vas fo much diſabled that he could not obey the ſignal. |} 
Admiral Keppel's letter to the Admiralty prior to the en- 
gagement mentioned his being for ſeveral days in chace of the 
enemy, from which the public expected that, if an action ſhould | 
: 3 e, 
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happens. it would prove a deciſive one: but, on reading the A. D. 
Gazette account of this affair when it was over, and finding the 1778. 
enemy had eſcaped with their whole fleet, not a ſhip being cap- 
tured or deſtroyed, they were OY chagrined and diſap- 
ointed. 
Both ſides claimed the victory ® in this undeciſive action. 
The French ſoon after the engagement, drew up in a line of 
battle to leeward, and continued during the afternoon in that 
poſition, with an intention, they aſſert, to renew the engage» 
ment; but it is more probable, with a view, to bring off their 
| crippled ſhips in the night, which muſt have been abandoned 
| if they had fled ſooner. 
The French Gazette relates, that the Engliſh ſtole away in 
the night, without ſhowing any, lights; and in the morning, the 
French having no expectation of being able to renew the ac- 
tion, and finding themſelves unexpectedly off Uſhant, (the ef- 
fects of the winds and currents), while they ſuppoſed them- 
ſelves near thirty leagues from any land, they took that oppor- 
tunity of putting into Breſt, in oder to land their wounded 
men. 
Although the Engliſh, had no great reaſon to boaſt of vic» 
tory, yet the French account is totally falſe; for it appeared 
by the evidence of witneſſes upon oath, (in the ſubſequent 
trials of Keppel and Palliſer), that the French, on purpoſe to de- 
ceive, ſtationed ſoon after it was dark three of their belt ſail- 
ing ſhips in a line, at conſiderable diſtances from each other, 
vith lights, in order to have the appearance of their whole 
fleet. This fineſſe had the intended effect; their fleet ſtole away 
in the night, and the three 1918 followed them at day-light 7 


in the morning. 


p The Britiſh fleet was nearly i in a line of battle all night, (ex- 
= cepting the Formidable and ſome other ſhips of Sir Hugh Pal- 
hs liſer's diviſion); both Admiral Keppel, and Sir Robert Harland, 
ie dad diſtinguiſhing lights out, and alſo a light at theirbowſprit end. 

HY bir Hugh Palliſer, not being in his ſtation, had no lights, neither 
= in that ſituation would it have been proper, as it might bare 
"= miſled lome of the ſhips WF his own and other — The 
uld | | ® Fee Admiral Keppel's letter to the admiralty, giving an account of the 45 
en, | ation, W No. XX. 
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A. D. men were on deck all night in every ſhip of the fleet, quarter. 
1778. ed at their guns, ready to renew the action in the morning, 


cauſe *, is perhaps not eaſy to determine +: but whatever rea- 
nity was loſt of ſtriking a blow againſt the maritime eh of 
France, which might have been deciſive. 
greatly in their maſts and rigging, and that there was not the 
leaſt proſpect of overtaking the enemy before they could reach 
8 repaired. He arrived off Plymouth on the 3iſt of July. 
ſhips and commanders, on the 22d of Auguſt. The French | 
the Britiſh fleet, they bore away for Cape Finiſterre, leaving 
their trade at the mercy of our fleet and privateers. Many of | 
their merchantmen accordingly fell into the hands of the Eng- 


the French got to Breſt a few days after. | 


the Americans had fo little effect in ſuſpending the military or 


their proceedings. But as the propoſals which they were em- 
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expecting the French were alſo inclined to fight; but in this 
they found themſelves miſtaken, their whole fleet being out of 
ſight, excepting the three ſhips. above mentioned, which were 
alſo at too great a diſtance to be overtaken. 

Whether the want of ſucceſs in this engagement was owing 
to any miſconduct in the commander in chief, to a miſunder- 
ſtanding between him and Sir Hugh Palliſer, or to ſome other 


ſons may be aſſigned for this, it is evident that a fair opportu- 


The commander diſcovering | in the morning that the French 
had eſcaped, that many ſhips of his own fleet had ſuffered 


Breſt, he had no alternative but to bring the fleet liome to be 


Admiral Keppel put to ſea again with the ſame number of 


had left Breſt ſome days before, but inſtead of looking out for 


liſh. The Britiſh admiral continued cruizing in. the bay till 
the 28th of October, when he returned to Portſmouth, and 


The Commiſſioners appointed to ſettle matters amicably with 


naval operations acroſs the Atlantic, that it was not neceſſary 
to interrupt the thread of our narration by giving an account of 


* Some experienced ſezmen, attribute the miſcarriage on the 25th of July, to 
the Britiſh fleet keeping the old way of fighting, by firing chiefly at the hulls of 
the enemy; whereas if they had fired at the rigging and maſts, ſome of them 
matt have been much crippled, which would have forced the French. admiral, 
either to have ſubmitted to a gencral engagement, or to o have abandoned the lame 
lh PS. ; | 

1 A $1 nort acconnt t of Admire! Ke *pper's s trial is (6! Jolned, 


powered 
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50 wered to kb, altered entirely the object of the war, it is A. D. 
neceſſary to explain the purport of their commiſſion, the means 177 8. 
uſed for giving it effect, and the ſentiments with which it was 
received, They failed the 21ſt of April in his majeſty's ſhip 
the Trident, and their arrival in America was notified the gth 
of June, in a letter from Sir Henry Clinton to General Waſh- 
ington, intimating, that the Earl of Carliſle, William Eden, and 
George Johnſton, three of the commiſſioners for reſtoring peace 
between Great Britain and America, were then at Philadelphia, 
and requeſting : a paſſport for their ſecretary Dr. Ferguſon, with. 
a letter from them to Congreſs. General Waſhington declined 
granting this requeſt until the pleaſure of Congreſs ſhould be 
known; but while that aſſembly were deliberating on the expe- 
diency of the meaſure referred to them, an expreſs arrived from 
the general, carrying a letter from the commiſſioners addreſſed 
to his excellency Henry Laurens the preſident, and other mem- 
bers of the Congreſs. This letter, after much debate, was read, 
It contained the- powers with which the commiſſioners were 
furniſhed to ſuſpend hoſtilities, to remove grievances, and to 
grant the requeſts which the colonies had frequently made on 
the ſubject of acts of parliament paſſed ſince the year 1763, and 
to ſettle a plan of policy for the future government of America, 
which ſhould obtain force, when ratified by the parliament of 
Great Britain; the whole ſtrain of the letter is highly reſpectful. 
The commiſſioners declare, it is their inclination „ to eſtabliſh _ 
the powers of the legiſlatures i in each particular ſtate of Ame- 
© rica, to ſettle its revenue, its civil and military eſtabliſhment, 
and to allow it the exerciſe of a perfect freedom of legiſla- 
© tion and internal government.“ They alſo declare themſelves 
ready © to concur in meaſures towards extending every freedom 
to trade that the reſpective intereſts of Great Britain and 
America can require; to agree that no military force ſhall be 
« kept up in the different ſtates of North America without the 
conſent of the General Congreſs, or particular aſſemblies; 
Hand to concur in meaſures calculated to diſcharge the debts 
ot America, and raiſe the value and credit of the paper cir- 
culation.“ To theſe an antageous and condeſcending propo- 
8 35 
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A. D. ſals the Congreſs infrered in terms of great hbavghtineſs, The 
L778. commiſſioners proceeded on a ſuppoſition, that the Americans 
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| were ſubjects of Great Britain, an idea utterly inadmiſſible, 
The commiſſioners mentioned the inſidious interpoſition of 
France, an expreſſion ſo diſreſpectful to his moſt Chriſtian ma. 
jeſty, the good and great ally of the United States, that nothing 
but an earneſt deſire to ſpare the farther effuſion of blood could 
have perſuaded Congreſs to allow the reading of a paper drawn 
up with ſuch bold indecency of language. They obſerve, hoy. 
ever, that ( they will be contented to enter upon a conſiders. / 
« tion of a treaty of peace and commerce with Great Britain, 
« not inconſiſtent with treaties: already ſubſiſting, when his 
« Britannic majeſty ſhall demonſtrate a ſincere diſpoſition ſor 
« that purpoſe. The only ſolid proof of this diſpoſition will be 
e an explicit acknowledgment of the independence of theſe 
« ſtates, or the withdrawing of his fleets and armies.” Such WM 
were the fruits of a negotiation, propoſed with much triumph 
by miniſters, and accepted with great unanimity by parliament, 
By the ſame fatal miſconduct, or the ſame unexampled misfor- | 
tune, which had marked every ſtep of the proceedings of the | 
Britiſh adminiſtration with regard to the colonies, the army had | 
orders to evacuate Philadelphia at the time of the arrival of the 
commiſſioners. At the moment that we held out terms of peace, 
ve diſcovered our inability to continue the war with effect. 
Such a remarkable coincidence naturally damped the hopes of 
our negotiators as well as of all thoſe who were Kill attached 
to the intereſts of the mother country. The Engliſh general 
had expected to receive a powerful reinforcement of troops; 
he received commiſſioners who had powers to negotiate away! 
the principal objects for which he fought. The commiſſioners 
expected to add weight and perſuaſion to their propoſals by! 
being ſeconded by the active operations. of the army. They 
were obliged to retire with that army, which now abandoned} 
its conqueſts, and, inſtead of aſpiring at advantage, diſcovered 
great merit in being able to make a retreat without fuftaining 
any irreparable loſs. _ 8 
Thus it happened by a fatality ankpown'! in any other age orf 
country, my the propoſals of the commulioners _ the 
pr 
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ſpirts and baked the ardour of the troops, while the conduct A. D. 
of the troops, however neceſſary and proper in itſelf, weakened, 1778. 
diſgraced, and vilified the propoſals of the commiſſioners. Aſter 
this inauſpicious beginning, it could ſcarcely be expected that 
any future meaſures ſhould be attended with better ſucceſs, The 
commiſſioners, however, continued in America four months, 
publiſhing proclamations of grace and pardon to thoſe who de- 
| ſpiſed their power; offering friendſhip and union to thoſe who 
2804 that they were not only dieided from us for ever, but 
leagued with our worſt enemies; and endeavouring to treat with 
aſſemblies, or correſpond with private perſons, all which en- 
deavours were rejected with marks of ineffable contempt. At 
jength, after being expoſed to ſuch indignities as we do not 
recolle&t that the miniſters of any independent nation ever ſub. 
mitted to among a civilized people, and after condeſcending to 
ſuch degrading language of their conſtituents, as was never held 
by the repreſentatives of any kingdom upon earth“, they de- 
termined to return home; previous to which they publiſtied a 
manifeſto dated at New York the 3d of October, 1778. This 
contained a recapitulation of the advantages which they were 
empowered to confer, with an appeal from the reſolutions of 
the Congreſs to the inhabitants at large, and a denunciation of 
more deſtructive war than had hitherto been carried on, ſince, 
if the Britifh colonies were to become an acceſſion to France, 
prudence would dictate to Great Britain the neceflity of render- 
ing that acceffion of as little avail as poſſible to her enemy. 
doon after the publication of this paper, which was not more 
elfectual than the reſt of their F they ſet fail oe 
ant. 

The military and naval operations, it has ba e were 
little interrupted by this extraordinary negotiation. The ad- 
unced ſeaſon of the year, however, prevented thoſe active and 
powerful exertions which alone could produce any deciſive ef- 
kt; the ſpirits and io ora the troops and N ſeemec 


As an example he the following memorable words of « one of the commit 
lers in x letter to the preſident of the Congreſs : it you ſhould follow the Ex 
" ample of Great Britain in the hour of her inſolence, and ſend us back without 
"hearing, I ſhould hope from private friendſhip, that l may be pom. to. 
" ſe the country, and the OT IO me has exhibited.” | 


gradually 
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A. D. gradually to languiſh, and their operations naturally degenera, 

1778. ted into the petite guerre, In thoſe partial hoſtilities the king's 

troops were generally ſucceſsful. They deſtroyed ſeveral maga. 

zines belonging to the enemy; laid waſte the poſſeſſions of ſome 

of the moſt obſtinate of the rebels; and demoliſhed, by the af. 

ſiſtance of the ſhips, ſome villages which were built for the re. 

ception of prize goods, and the accommodation of the ſailors 

belonging to the American privateers. But no general engage. 

ment took place, nor was any thing deciſive performed by the 

Engliſh or French ſquadrons, both of which ſuffered greater in. 

jury from the weather than from the aſſaults of the enemy, | 

The ſurrender of Dominica by the Engliſh was in ſome meaſure 
compenſated by the taking of the iſlands of St. Pierre and 

Miquelon, which were the only ſettlements the French poſſeſſed 

in the northern parts of America. Thus every thing ſeemed to 

tend to an equality; and we had the mortification to mourn 

_ © ver our loſs in the courſe of the war, without any proſpect of 

i being ſoon able to repair it. We had already loſt two ſhips of 
the line, thirteen frigates, and ſeven Hoops of wat”. The 


* Lift of Engliſh men of war taken or t deirayed 1 in the preſeat war; 


Ships. guns. | 
Auguſta, 64 burntin the Delowars; ; 

Somerſet, 4 loſt on the coaſt of New Puglandy 

\ Repulſe, e loſt off Bermudas; 
Orpheus, | | | 5 
| Fits, 32 funk or burnt at Rhode In : 

Juno, | OE 
Lark, each of) 

Minerva, 31 taken by the French in the Weſt ladies; 

Adeon, 28 burnt at Sullivan's Iſland ; 

Fox, 28 taken by the French off Breſt. This hip had before been 
en „ taken by the Americans, and retaken by the Flora; | 
Lively, 20 taken by the French off Breſt ; 

Cerberus, 28 burnt at Rhode Ifland ; 
Mermaid, 28 run aſhore by the F ch off Cape Henlopen; 

Adive, 28 taken by the French in the Weſt Indies; 

Syten, 28 deſtroyed by the Americans; | 
| Drake, 18 taken by an American privateer ; | 

ang OR } 18 | mal or burnt at Rhode Iſland; 
| King's Fiſher, | 8 * 

Pomona, 18 loſt in the Weſt Indies; 

Merlin, 14 burnt in the Delaware | 
: 3 dem Aalen by the French off Rhode Iſland. 


1 merchant 


* 
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merchant ſhips taken by the American privateers, were near a A. D. 
thouſand in number, and valued at nearly two millions ſterling. 1778. 
We had not taken one capital ſhip from the French, nor, ex- 
cepting the Pallas and Licorne frigates, any man of war worth 
mentioning. After the naval force of the Americans ſcemed to 
be totally deſtroyed, it aroſe more than once from its ruins, and 
haraſſed our trade as much as before. The value of American 
captures, however, made by Engliſh veſſels, exceeded, by ſe- 
veral hundred thouſand pounds, the loſs which the Britiſh 
merchants had ſuſtained; and when we take into the account 
the captures from the French, particularly the Modeſte and 
Carnatic Indiamen, each of which was worth near half a mil- 
lion, the balance will -appear to be conſiderably in favour of 
Great Britain But, in eſtimating national advantages, we muſt 
not compenſate the loſs of Engliſh merchants by the gains of 

' Engliſh ſeamen. The latter, being chiefly the profit of a few 
individuals, is not to be put in competition with the benefit of 
the great body of merchants and manufacturers; nor does it 
even indemnify the public for the damage and diminution 
which the navy itſelf has ſuffered by the misfortunes of the lea, 
and ſuſtained from the efforts of the enemy, 

In taking a general retroſpect of the conduct of the war, in 
as far as the navy is concerned, it appears that the commanders 
in chief, as well as the captains of particular veſſels, have for 
the moſt part acted with their uſual bravery and wiſdom. 
Whatever aſperſions may be thrown on thoſe who ſuperintend 
the management of our marine, no diſhonour has been fixed on 
the Britiſh flag, nor has the ancient glory of our ſeamen been 
tarniſhed, Hitherto, indeed, their ſpirited ardour and intrepi- 
dity have not produced the effecte that uſually reſult from them, 
But we are not to account for this, by ſuppoſing any diminu- 
tion of thoſe eminent qualities for which they have been long 
vſtinguiſhed. The inauſpicious and fatal influence which pre- 
vals in a high department has continued to give us one proof 
alter another, that no people can be great without being Vir- 


tuous. The nen, of the miniſters have been viſited on 
the nation— 4 4⁴ʃ 
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A. D. But that very circumſtance which has hitherto occaſioned our 
778. perplexity and diſtreſs, the unhappy ſuperintendence of our n. 


able to maintain with honour the cauſe in which we are enga- 


NAVAL HISTORY 


val affairs, is what ought at preſent to afford us juſt grounds of 
conſolation. If our boundleſs ſupplies and powerful armaments 
had been managed and directed by the wiſdom and virtue of 
miniſters, and it, notwithſtanding this moſt favourable circum- 
ſtance, the exertion of our forces by ſea and land had been un. 


ged, we ſhould have juſt reaſon to deſpair; becauſe it is plain, 


that in ſuch a caſe we could not expect, by any alteration of N 
management, to defeat the malignant purpoſes of our natural and 
inveterate enemies. But if our fleets and armies were condem- p 

ned to reluctant inactivity at the beginning of the war; if while 0 
we had the Americans only to contend with, we took no reſo- 
Jutions becoming the dignity of a great nation; if while our r: 
enemies prepared for hoſtility, by augmenting their troops and rc 
_ equipping their ſquadrons, our own were allowed to rot, lan- a0 
guiſh, and moulder away in a ſtate the moſt deplorable; if after in 
the meſſage delivered by the French ambaſſador, which was in te 
effect a declaration of war, had rouzed the ſpirit of the nation, ry 
cur miniſters {till remained profoundly ſunk in lethargic ſecu- of 
rity, totally incapable of thoſe vigorons meaſures which their | ve 
ſituation required, and in every inſtance behind-hand with our vic 
enemies; what could we poſſibly expect from ſuch a conduct ext 
bi misfortune, diſgrace, and complicated calamity ? A French | det 
fleet was equipped at Breſt, and another at Toulon. The deſti- | the 
nation of the latter appeared plainly to every body, not con- in! 
cerned in adminiſtration, to be for America. But the firſt lord 00 
of the admiralty remained in doubtful ſuſpenſe. He knew not ſhir 
hat part of the empire might be attacked. He continued mo- | ene 

tionleſs himſelf, and received patiently the hoſtile aſſault; like | 8 
an unſkilful boxer, intending to cover the part on which he Gel; 
had already received a blow, and then ſhifting his hand to ano- "7 
ther part juſt wounded, but poſſeſſing neither ſpirit nor addreſs 4 
ſufficlent to ward off the impending ſtroke. Even after DE- Att: 

ſtaing's ſquadron had ſailed, the account of which we obtained! for 
by the vigilance of a foreign reſident, without any thanks to the YE 
court of admiralty, the important paſs of the Mediterranean 8 barb 
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was left unguarded. It was till pretended, that the deſtination A. J. 
of this fleet was uncertain; their ſailing in an American di- 1778. 
rection might be a feint; if a ſquadron ſhould be detached 
from our fleet jn purſuit of them, they might perhaps return, 
and form a junction with D'Orvilliers, which would give him a 
deciſive advantage over Admiral Keppel. Then the diſgrace of 
the nation burſt forth with irreſiſtible evidence. Notwithſtand— 
ing the boaſted declarations that our fleet was ſuperior to the 
united power of France and Spain, it happened that the fleet 
of France alone commanded more than our reſpe&t. The im- 
menſe ſums voted for the navy ſupplies, for theſe three years 
paſt, could not furnith us with. ſhips to follow D'Eſtaing with. 
out leaving our own coaſt defenceleſs. 

5 The conſequence of this was, that while we e employed ſeve- 
ral months in gleaning the old ſtores, that had lain for years 
rotting in the different dock-yards, ſplicing, and knot ting cord- 
age that had long been condemned as unſerviceable, and patch- 
ing up maſts and yards from the remnants of a fleet once the 
terror of the world, D*Eftaing rode the waves in triumph, car- 


ly tying protection and independence to America. If the fortune 
u- of Lord Howe had not been equal to his activity, his fatigued 
ir veſſels, conſiderable part of which, from the nature of the fer- 


vice in which they were engaged, lay diſperſed over the wide 
extended coaſt of North America, muſt have been attacked in 
detail, and defeated by piece-meal. The admiral himſelf, with 
the main force of his ſquadron, narrowly eſcaped deſtruction 
in the Delaware; for, had the French fleet arrived a few days 
looner, he would have been ſurpriſed in that river with two 
ſuips of 64 guns, one of 50, two of 40, and a few frigates, 
encumbered with a fleet of tranſports, victuallers, and private 
traders, laden for the moſt part with the refugees from Phila- 
delphia, who ſeized this laſt opportunity of tranſ] porting their 


families and the wreck of their fortunes. - 
rels Thus was the main force of Great Britain-on that ſide of the 
E- Atlantic left to be the ſport of contingencies. It was ſaved by 
ined | 


ſomething that nearly reſembles a miracle. Lord Howe reſiſt- 
ed until Byron's fleet, which had long been kept waving in the 
aarbour of Portſmouth, to the no ſmall entertainment of the 

| ee 43721) populace, | 
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A. D. populace, at length arrived in America. But this ſquadron 
1778. had been equipped in ſuch a manner as rendered it fitter for a 

naval review than for any effective ſervice. It was unable to 
weather a ſummer ſtorm, and approached the coaſt of Ame. 
rica, having more need of protection than ability to yield affiſt. 
_ ance, Among theſe and all the other multiplied errors which 
diſgrace every. part of our naval adminiftration, we find the 
great ſource of our preſent calamities. If the ſame adminiſtra. 
tion, or any thing like it, ſhould continue, ſtill greater misfor. 
tuncs await us. But if we make a thorough reformation in this 
important department, we ſhall ſoon fee that there is no rea. 
{on to deſpair, until the whole maſs of citizens become as cor. 
rupt as thoſe men who have brought diſgrace and calamity up- 
on their country. 
Before concluding this chapter, we 13 thought proper to 
wait for the judgment of the court- martial concerning the con- 
duct of Admiral Keppel in the action of the 25th of July, 
Though the period of this decifion extends beyond the limits | 
aſſigned to the preſent work, yet as it tends to clear up an im- 
portant tranſaction, the principal circumſtances of which have 
been already related, we have thought it effential to the naval 
hiſtory of the year 1778 Soon after the action, the periodical ! 
publications were filled, as uſual, with encomiums or fatires on 
the admiral, according to the various opinions, inclinations, or 

| humours of the different writers, who choſe to celebrate or to 
arraign his character and conduct. As the admiral had little 
perſonal connection with the king's s miniſters, and belonged to 
a family which had been diftinguiſhed by peculiar marks of | 
friendſhip from the late Duke of Cumberland whom they fol- 
lowed in oppoſition, it was evident that he owed the high 
command conferred on him to his profefſional abilities alone, | 
without the ſmalleſt afliſtance from court favour. Thoſe who | 
approved all the meaſures of adminiſtration were naturally, | 
rherefore, the loudeſt in condemning his behaviour, while the | 
antiminiſterial party not only juſtified his proceedings, but held 
him forth as an object deſerving the warmeſt gratitude and ap- 
plauſe of his fellow-citizens. Various anonymous paragraplis 
were publiſhed and anſwered. The panegyric of Sir Hugl 
Pallifer, vice-admiral of the Blue, occaſioned a criticiim 2 
e 1 us 


0 
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his conduct; it was ſaid that he diſobeyed orders by neglecting A. D. 
to pay any attention to the admirals ſignals, and thereby pre- 1778. 
vented the deſtruction of the whole French fleet. Theſe in- 
vectives and recriminations might have paſſed on both ſides 
without any material conſequence, and the propriety of Ad- 
miral Keppel's behaviour being blended with the prejudices of 
party, would probably have remained a matter of doubt, until 
the paſſions of contending factions ſubſiding, had left, time for 
litening to the impartiality of ſome future hiſtorian. But Sir 
Hugh Palliſer took a deciſive ſtep on the 4th of November; and 
by giving his name to the public in a letter written for his own 
juſtification, conveyed an indirect infinuation againſt his com- 
mander. In the beginning of December theſe imputations were. 
re- echoed in the Houſe of Commons, which called up the admi- 
ral to vindicate his profeſſional character. If he was to go over. 
« the buſineſs of the 27th of July again, he would condu@ him- 
« ſelf in the ſame manner. Every thing that could be done had 
been done; and he was happy to ſay, the Britiſh flag had not 
« been tarniſhed in his hands. He felt himſelf perfectly eaſy 
« on that head, and ſhould never be aſhamed of his conduct on 
« the day alluded to. The oldeſt and moſt experienced officers 
« in his Majeſty's navy, in every engagement, ſaw ſomething 
« which they were. before unacquainted with; and that day 
« preſented ſomething new. He impeached no man of neglect 
« of duty, becauſe he was ſatisfied that the officer alluded to BY 
had manifeſted no want of courage, the quality moſt efſential—_ 14 
« in a Britiſh ſeaman.” He ſaid “ he was much ſurprized when % WE 
an officer under his command had made an appeal to the 
public in a common newſpaper, ſigned with his name, before 
« any accuſation had been made againſt him, and which tended 
to render him odious and deſpicable in the eyes of his coun- 
« trymen.” Sir Hugh Palliſer declared “ he was ſo conſcious 
of not having been any hindrance to a reaction with the Breſt 

fleet on the 27th of July, that he was equally indifferent with 
the honourable admiral how ſoon an inquiry were ſet on foot. 
* He had diſcovered from what the admiral had juſt ſaid, that 
the principal matter which weighed againſt him in the admi- 
Jugh WW © fol's wind was the publication in the newſpapers, which he 
* | rs — 8 bid 

his} 
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A. D. had ſigned with his name, and by which he would abide. If 
1778. © it was imprudent, if it was wrong, the conſequence was to 
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ee himſelf. To ſay any thing againſt a friend was to a man of 
ſenſibility the moſt diſagreeable thing in nature; but where an 
« officer's reputation was at ſtake, the removing an unjuſt ſtig- 
« ma was certainly the firſt object. If there was any reaſon of 
& accuſation, why not make it openly and fairly? If not, wh 
6 infinuate that he had been wanting in point of conduct, though | 
«a teſtimony was given in favour of his courage? This,” he ſaid, 
was a language extremely different from that of the admiral; | 
« diſpatch containing an account of the action, in which he in. | 
« formed the Admiralty-board of the ſpirited-and gallant conduct 
of all the officers under his command.” Admiral Keppel ac. 
knowledged “ he had given that approbation, and was ready to 
repeat it, and point the teſtimony particularly as well as gene- 
c rally. The vice-admiral had alluded to ſignals, and ſaid that 
cc jt was no fault of his that the fleet of France was not re-at- 
e, tacked. As to that he could only ſay, that he preſumed every | 
inferior officer was to obey the ſignals of his commander; and 
“ now when called upon to ſpeak out, he would inform the 
„ houſe and the public, that the ſignal for coming into the Vic- 
« tory's wake was flying from three o'clock in the afternoon till 
sé eight in the evening unobeyed : at the ſame time he did not 
Fc charge the vice-admiral with aCtual diſobedience. He doubt- | 
«« ed not but, it an inquiry ſhould be thought neceſſary, that 
he would be able to juſtify himſelf, becauſe he was 7 per- 
« ſuaded of his perſonal bravery.” 
_ In conſequence of this” lon Sir Hugh Palliſer drew | 
up the following charge againſt Admiral Keppel, which he ex- 
hibited at the ous of Admiralty on 15 th of tata | 


* 


cnzner of Miscox puer and NEGLECT of Dur 
againſt the Honourable ADMIRAL KEPPEL, on the | 
27th and 28th 9 Jul, 1770 in divers influnces a. as under 


Wy mentioned. 


6 1. THAT on the morning of the 27th of July, 1778, having 


«a fleet of thirty ſhi, ps of the line under his command, and being 
| „ then 


TY 


tht | 


inder 


wing 
being 
then | 
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« then in ths preſence of a French fleet of the like number of D. A. 


7 preparations for fight, did not put his fleet into a line of bat- 
« tle, or into any order proper either for receiving or attacking 
« an enemy of ſuch force; but on the contrary, although his 
« fleet was already diſperſed and in diſorder, he, by making the 
« ſignal for ſeveral ſhips of the vice-admiral of the Blue diviſion 
© to chace to windward, increaſed the diſorder of that part of 
© his fleet, and the. ſhips, were in conſequence more ſcattered 
« than they had been before; and, whilſt in this diſorder, he 
advanced to the enemy, and made the ſignal for battle. 
© That the above conduct was the more unaccountable, as the 


« enemy's fleet was not then in diſorder, nor beaten, nor flying, 


« but formed in a regular line of battle on that tack which ap- 


« proached the Britiſh fleet, all their motions plainly indicating 


« a deſign to give battle, and they edged down and attacked it 
« whilſt in diſorder. By this unofficer-like conduct, a general 
« engagement was not brought on, but the other flag- officers 
« and captains were left to engage without order or regularity, 
« from which great confuſion enſued: ſome of his ſlyps were 
prevented from getting into action at all; others were not 
near enough to the enemy; and ſome, from the confuſion; 


EN fired into others of the king's ſhips, and did them confider- 


able damage: and the vice-admiral of the Blue was left alone 
to engage ſingle and unſupported. In theſe: inſtances the 
« faid Admiral e Neigen e the, due W N 


© on him. 


“II. That after che van * centre diviſions of the Biitith 
© leet paſſed the rear,of the enemy, the admiral did not imme- 
ately tack and double upon the enemy with theſe two divi- 
lions, and continue the battle, nor did he collect them toge- 
ther at that time, and keep ſo near the enemy as to renew 
the battle as ſoon as it miglit be proper: on the contrary; he 
ſtood away beyond the enemy to a great diſtance before he 
wore to ſtand towards them again, leaving the viceradmiral 


of the Blue engaged with the "ET: and cn ds to n cut 
off... 


} 


«1H. That I the eam 5 the Blue bad _ the 
laſt of the enemy's hips, and immediately wore, and laid his 


60 own 2 


« ſhips of the line, the ſaid admiral did not make the neceſſ- ary 1778 | 


* 


— 


10 e ſhip's head towards the enemy again, being then in their 


wake and at a little diſtance only, and expecting the admiral 
to advance with all the ſhips to renew the fight, the admiral 
did not advance for that purpoſe, but ſhortened fail, hauled 


down the ſignal for battle; nor did he at that time, nor at 


any other time whilſt ſtanding towards the enemy, call the 


ſhips together in order to renew the attack, as he might have 
done, particularly the vice- admiral of the Red and his diviſion, 


which had received the leaſt damage, had been the longeſt 
out of action, were ready and fit to renew it, were then to 


windward, and could have bore down and fetched any part 
of the French fleet, if the ſignal for battle had not been haul. | 


ed down, or if the ſaid Admiral Keppel had availed himſelf of 


the ſignal appointed by the 3 ᷑ſt article of the fighting inſtruc- 
tions, by which he might have ordered thoſe to lead, who are 
to lead with the ſtarboard tacks on board, by a wind; which 
ſignal was applicable to the occaſion for renewing the engage- 
ment with advantage, after-the French fleet had been beaten, 
their line broken, and in diſorder. In theſe inſtances he did 


not do the utmoſt in his power to take, fink, burn, or deſtroy 


the French fleet that had attacked the Britiſh fleet; 
„IV. That inſtead of. advancing to renew the engagement, 
as in the preceding articles is alledged, and as he might and 
ought to have done, the admiral wore, and made fail direCtly } 
from the enemy, and thus he led the whole Britiſh fleet away | 
from them, which. gave them an opportunity to.rally unmo- | 
leſted, and to form again into a line of battle, and to ſtand | 
after the Britiſh fleet. This was diſgraceful to the Britith flag; 
for it had the appearance of a flight, and gave the French 
< admiral a pretence to claim the victory, and to publiſh to the | 
world, that the Britiſh fleet ran away, and that he ene 
it with the fleet of France, and offered it battle. | 
V. That on the morning of the 28th. of July, 1778, when | 
it was perceived that only three of the French fleet remained 
near the Britiſh in the ſituation the whole had been in the | 
night before, and that the reſt were to leeward at a greater 
diſtance, not in a line of battle but in a heap, the admiral did 
not cauſe the fleet to purſue the flying enemy, not even to 
. 2 | & chace 
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ti chad the three ſhips that fled after the reſt, but on the con- A. D. 
te trary he led the Britiſh fleet another way directly from the 177 8. 
© enemy. By theſe inſtances of miſconduct and neglect a glo- 
t rious opportunity was loſt of doing a moſt eſſential ſervice to 
« the ſtate, and the honour of the Britiſh navy was tarniſhed; 

H. PALLISER.” 


» 


Tuis charge was ſent to the Admiralty on the afternoon of 
the gth of December, and intimation thefeof was given by that 
board to Admiral Keppel the ſame evening. . 
When the contents of the accuſation were laid bikes the 
public, the opinions of men; warped by a thouſand prejudices, 
and ſhaded by all the different gradations of knowledge and ig- | 
norance, were infinitely various, inconſiſtent; oppoſite; and con- 
tradictory. Thoſe who only knew that we had neither taken 
nor deſtroyed any of the French ſhips in the late engagement; 
a circumſtance which they could not heſitate in aſctibing to the 
miſcondu& of our commanders, underſtood; or fancied they un- 
derſtood, the charges alledged againſt the admiral. They wiſhed 
that the man who had tarniſhed the antient luſtre of the Britith 
flag might be brought to condign puniſhment z for never any 
criſis was more alarming than the preſent, or more loudly de- 
manded every exertion of diſcipline and ſeverity, that ſo thoſe 
who, ſheltered under great examples, negligently or ignorantly 
performed the ſervice required of them, might be rouzed to a 
ſenſe of their duty or infufficiency, and either acquire ſuch ta- 
leuts as were beneficial to the public, or decline the weight of a 15 
command too heavy for their abilities. 
| This torrent of popular cenſure, which on another occaſion. 
would have burſt forth with irreſiſtible fury, was effectually 
checked by two circumſtances, extremely honourable to the 
admiral. His candid, open, liberal behaviour had endeared him 
to the great body of Britiſh ſeamen; who loved his manners, and 
reſpected his courage. He was known to have little connection 
with the preſent miniſtry; and eſpecially to be no favourite with 
the firſt lord of the Admiralty: This was ſufficient to occaſion 
a ſuſpicion that the miniſters in general heartily concurred in 
the accuſation, partly to divert the public from melancholy re- 


flections on our preſent deplorable condition, and partly 1 to ſhare 
Vox. IV. K e witk 
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. with others the blame which muſt otherwile GL ele en· 
1778. tirely on their own ſhoulders. It was known that almoſt ev 


to the party accuſed, had, on the ſame day on which the charge 
was preferred, intimated their intention that a court-martial 
ſhould be held on him, after forty years of meritorious ſervice, 
in which the glory of the Britiſh flag had been maintained and 
| increaſed in various parts of the world. The confequences of 
| fuch meaſures are repreſented as dangerous to the honour of 
bis majeſty's officers, ſubverſive of the Is of the navy, 


their diſpleaſure; and although errors, doubtleſs, muſt have 
| yet a repeated ſeries of calamity could only be occafioned by an 
gour, ſkill, or integrity in thoſe who fitted out, planned, aud 
directed our naval and military expeditions. 

of December, and ſigned by the firſt names in the Britiſh nas). 

elegant and nervous language, a ſevere remonſtrance againſt the 
conduct not only of Sir Hugh Palliſer, but of the lords of the 
Admiralty. The ſubſcribing admirals repreſented to the wif. | 
held the accuſation againſt his commander in chief, from the 
the avowed motive of the accuſation was to recriminate againſt 


charges conjectured by Sir Hugh Pallifer, but which in fact were 
never made; that the commiſſioners of the Admiralty, without 


adopted by the lords of the Admiralty, who iſſued their orden 


jeſty's fleet, to hold a court- martial at Portſmouth, the 5th of 
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officer intruſted with a principal command had fallen under 
been committed by our commanders in the courſe of -the war, 
error at head-quarters, a defect of preparation, a want of yi. 

The cauſe and reputation of Admiral Keppel were ſtill fur. | 
ther ſupported by a memorial preſented to his Majeſty the 3oth 


This paper, drawn up in the form of a petition, contained, in 


dom and juſtice of his majeſty, that Sir Hugh Palliſer had with- 


twenty-ſeventh day of July to the ninth of December; that 


conſidering theſe circumſtances, or giving any previous notice 


and deſtructive to the public order of ſociety *. 
This memorial occaſioned no alteration in ha afar 


to Sir Thomas Pye, admiral of the White ſquadron of his ma. 
January, for the trial of Admiral Keppel. The court accord. 


* See Appendix, Ne XVIII.. | 


| or Ring GEORGE Hl. 8 
ingly was aſſembled, on the day appointed, with the uſual "FF A. D. 
malitjes, and continued, by ſeveral adjournments, till the 11th 1779. 
of February. In the courſe of the evidence brought by the 
proſecutor, no one fact was proved that could give the ſmalleſt 
ſupport to a ſingle article in the charge. Admiral Keppel, be- 
fore bringing forward his witneſſes, made a particular reply to 
the various accuſations of his adverſary; and in this reply ſome 
circumſtances are incidentally mentioned, which place the admi- 
nitration of the marine department in the ſame light in which it 
muſt already have appeared to every one who conſiders with at- - 
tention the naval hiſtory of the preſent period. In the month 
of March 1778, the admiral was told that a fleet lay ready for 
him to command, Having reached Portſmouth, he ſaw but fix 
ſhips ready, and & on viewing even thoſe with a ſeaman's eye, 
« he was not by any means pleaſed with their condition.” On 
the 3oth of June he ſailed with twenty ſhips of the line. Thir- 
ty-two ſhips of the line lay in Breſt water, beſides an incredible 
number of frigates. © Was I to ſeek an engagement,” ſays the 
admiral, © with a ſuperior force? I never did, nor ſhall I ever 
i fear to engage a force ſuperior to the one I then command- 
« ed, or that I may hereafter command. But I well know wr 
« what men and ſhips can do, and if the fleet F commanded 
« had been deſtroyed, we muſt have left the French maſters of 
the ſea, Jo refit a fleet requires time, From the ſituation 

« of affairs, naval ſtores are not very ſoon ſupplied. Never 
« did I experience ſo. deep a melancholy as when I found my- 

e ſelf forced to turn my back on France! I quitte& my ſtation, 

« and courage was never put to ſo. ſevere a trial.” 

The admiral was permitted, to fail a fecond time, without re- 
ceiving official praiſe or blame for the part which he had acted. 
Having taken two French frigates, he was fearful that a war 
vith France, and all its conſequences, might be laid to his 
charge. « This,“ he ſays, « for any thing I can tell, may be 
« treaſured up to furniſh. another matter for future accuſation.” 
He was ſurprifed, on his return, to be threatened with. the fate 
of Admiral Byng, and ſtill more ſurpriſed to be charged with 
cowardice. « I am exceedingly ſorry that the Admiralty have 
* refuſed me the liberty of producing my inſtructions. In all 

| 3K 2 I former 


\ 
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A D. & former courts- martial the inſtructions and orders have "OH 
1 779. « ſent with the charge to the members of the court. Although 
« on the 27th of July I fought and beat my enemy, and com- 

6 pelled him to take ſhelter by returning into port, yet the ef. 

| & fort did by no means anſwer my wiſhes. 1 ruſhed on to re. 
cc attack the enemy; and why I did not accompliſh my deſign 
« will be ſeen 1 in the eyidence which 1 ſhall produce.“ 
When the admirals witneſſes were examined, it appeared, 
that if he had waited for forming the line of battle, and had 
not immediately taken advantage of a change of wind to cloſe 
with the enemy, there could have been no engagement on the 
27th of July. It was proved, that, having paſſed the French 
fleet, he wore ſhip in order to renew the engagement as ſoon as 
it was proper; as he could not have done it ſooner, had the 
ſtate of his own ſhip : admitted of it, without throwing the ſhips 
aſtern into the greateſt confuſion. The Engliſh fleet at no time 
exhibited any ſigns of flying from the enemy; when the French 
after the engagement edged away, and made for fome of our 
diſabled ſhips,” it was neceflary to wear again, in order to pre- 
vent thoſe ſhips from falling! into their hands. "The three French 
ſhips, which were ſeen on the morning of the 28th of July, 
could not have been purſued with the ſmalleſt proſpect of ſuc- | 
ceſs *. Theſe facts, which entirely deſtroyed the charge againſt 
Admiral Keppel, were eſtabliſhed by the witneſſes on both 
ſides. The evidence brought by the admiral, and particularly | 
the teſtimony of Admiral Campbell, Sir John Lindſay and Cap- 
rain Jarvis, proved, that the reaſon why the Britiſh fleet did 
not re-attack the French, was the diſobedience of Sir Hugh 
Palliſery vice-admiral of the Blue, who Weener the admi- 


"YET TL FERRER LE 


= 
Lal 


"Hos edel in the sech till the evening. The © court, 
having heard the proſecutor's evidence and the priſoner's 15 
fence, unanimouſly proceeded to give ſentence on the 11th of | 
February in the following terms: © That it is their opinion 
the charge againſt Admiral Keppel i is malicious and ill-found- | 
« "00 it Having appeared that the faid admiral, fo far ' from 


» See Admiral Keppel's « defence 1 ing inthe Appendis, po KIN. 


6c « having 
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« having by miſconduct and neglect of duty, on the days there» A. D. 


« vice to the ſtate, and thereby tarniſhed the honour of the 
« Britiſh navy, behaved as became a judicious, brave, and ex- 
60 perienced officer.“ The preſident then delivered him his 
ſword, congratulating him on its being reſtored with ſo much 
honour, and hoping ere long he would be called forth by his 
ſovereign to draw it again in the ſervice of his country *. - 


| Thus ended this celebrated trial, from which the public were 
, led to form a very different opinion of the action of the 27th 

R -of July, from that which naturally preſented itſelf on reading 

h the admiraPs public letter to the commiſſioners of the marine 
6 department. This letter, though it contained nothing directly 
0 in oppoſition to truth, (unleſs the general panegyric beſtowed on 

0 the ſpirited conduct of Sir Robert Harland, Sir Hugh Palliſer, 
ie and the captains of the fleet, be ſuppoſed to imply an acquittal 
h of every individual from the crime of diſobedience), yet, by 
ur concealing part of the truth, tended to miſlead the judgment 
A of the public, and to give them both an inadequate and erro- 
ch neous idea of the action. It ſeemed from the letter , that the 
7, admiral could have attacked the French fleet a ſecond time that 
Co afternoon while they were forming the line of battle; but it 
"0 appeared from the evidence, that this could not have been done, 
KY nor the engagement renewed at any time that day, without 
rly giving an evident advantage to the enemy, as Sir Hugh Palli- 
p- ſer's not coming into the admirals wake agreeably to ſignal, 
did left the Britiſh fleet throughout the whole afternoon ac in- 
gh ferior to that of France. 

NY When the yoice of party ſpirit ſhall bs 3 no more, the im- 
om partial voice of hiſtory will aſk Admiral Keppel, why he did not 
rt, make the particular ſignal for each ſhip in the Blue diviſion ſe- 
de. parately to come into his wake, when he {aw Sir Hugh Palliſer 
er Kang to obey his fignel? By this means the engagement 
_ A few days after Admiral Keppel's acquittal both houſes of narliament | 
nd- agreed unanimovſly in a vote of thanks for his gallant behaviour on the 27th of 7 
rom July, That of the lords was ſent by the lord chancellor, and that of the com- 


mons delivered to the admiral in his place by the ſpeaker. The city of London : 
and Weſt-India merchants followed this example. De n+”, 


7 Sec Appendix, N. XX. 


might 


e in alluded to, loſt an opportunity of rendering eſſential ſer- 1 779˙ | 
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A. D. might have been renewed; though the Formidable had conti. 
1779. nued in diſobedience. However delicate a point it might be to 


to the duty Mr. Keppel owed his country. The letter written 


" ficient warning to future commanders, not to beſtow praiſe if 


* an "mY his e. 5 * on that REG 
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criminate an officer who had behaved bravely, yet it will be al. 
lowed, that every degree of delicacy ought to have given Place 


after the action, inſerted in the London Gazette, will be a ſuf. 


they think cenſure is due. But if, on the one hand, Admiral 84 
Keppel was blameable in ſome particulars, Sir Hugh Palliſer ö 
ſcems to have been culpable on the other. If the Formidable 

was ſo much crippied' as was repreſented, why did not the vice. 4 


admiral ſhift his flag on board ſome other ſhip of his diviſion ? 
This, it might have been expected, would have naturally oc. 
curred to ſo brave a man as Sir Hugh Palliſer. It is to be ho- 
| ped, however, that when this officer is brought to a trial“, he 
will be able to explain his conduct; and that his not doing what 


ſha 
he was ordered to do will appear to have ariſen from ſoine un- = 
| known circumſtances, inferring at moſt an error in judgment, WM poi 
without any malignant purpoſe againſt his commander, or in- fl 
tention of tarnihing _ naval honour of this AF M 
* Sir Hoch Pallifer, Dos a m after the trial, a his bins the 
| of licurenant-general of the marines, one of the lords of the Admiralty, and go- for 
vernor of Scarborough- caſtle; he alſo vacated his ſeat in parliament, and retains Un 
nothing but his rank as vice-admiral of the Blue. Sir Hugh was tried by a court- tin 
martial th April 1779, by orders from the board of Admiralty, and acquitted. | | 
Next year he was, on the death of Sir Charles Hardy, promoted to the governs 
ment of Greenwich Hoſpital, 
+ The reduQion of the French iſland of St. Loc iu the Weſt Indies took 
place in the month of December, 1778 ; no advice was received in England of 
this event till March following, which was too late for its being inſerted in the | 
laſt edition of this work. This omiſſion is now ſupplied in the Appendix, Fx 
(No X&I11.) by an account of that important event, as tranſmitted to the Al- B 
Ine 


miralty by the honourable Rear-admiral Barrington, wha h had the honour of com- 
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] SAILING and vidarino W given to the Fleet 
I on their ſailing from Jamaica, by Edward Vernon, Eſq; Vice- 
e | Admiral of the Blue, and Commander in Chief of all 155 Max 

Ge 7000 1 ſhips and 1. oc in the Wi. eft Indies. | 


LINE or BATTLE, 


55 HE Princeſs Saba to lead with the. ſtarboard, N the 
Suffolk with the larboard tacks on board. But if 1 
ſhall find it neceſſary, from the different motions of the enemy, 
to change our order of battle, to have thoſe, who are now : ap- 
pointed to lead on the ſtarboard tack, to continue to lead the 
fleet on the larboard tack on our going about; or thoſe now to 
lead on the larboard tack, on the contrary to do the ſame, as 
the exigency of the ſervice may require: I will, with my ſignal 
for tacking, hoiſt a Dutch jack on the flag-ſtaff, under the 
Union-flag, the uſual ſignal for tacking, when they are to con- 

tinue to lead the fleet on their e tacks een 


Rear- Admiral of the Blue, Sir Cn ALONER OcLz. 


Frigate. Ships of the Line. 88 Gung. 
Princeſs Amelia, Capt. Hemington, 80 


Experiment. Windſor, Berkley, 60 
Sheerneſs, York, e 


Veſuvius, fire· ſnip. Norfolk, - © += "Graves, Bo 
Terrible, bomb. Kuſſel, (the Ae Norris, 30 
Phaeton. . _ Bhrewſbury, Townſend, 80 
Cody. Rippon, SS, AE: 


Coates, 66 


"Litchfield, Cleveland, co 
Jerſey, Lawrence, 60 


Vice- 
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e of the Blue, Vs RNON., 


Frigates, Ships of the Line. Commanders, Guns, 
Squirrel. Orford, - Capt. L. Aug; Fitzroy, 50 
Shoreham. Princeſs Louiſa, Stapleton, 60 
Eleanor. "Auguſta, Denniſon, 60 

| Seahorſe... - MWorceſter, Perry Mayne, 60 
S.trombolo. Chicheſter, Robt. Trevor, 80 
Succeſs. Pr. Caroline, (Admiral), Watſon, 380 
Vulcan. Torbay, Gaſcoigne, 
Cumberland. Strafford, + Thos. Trevor, 
Alderney Bomb. Weymouth, Knowles, 
Pompey. Deptford, Mioſtyn, 
Brig Tender. Burford, Griffin, 
Commodore tren Div vi one 
Defiance, Ino. Trevor, 66 
e Dunkirk, Cooper, 60 
Aſtrea. —_— Cotterel, 60 
Wolf Sloop. Prince Frederic, L. A. Beauclerc, 70 
Etna. | | Boyne, (Commodore), Colby, 80 
Firebrand. Hampton Court, Dent, 70 
Virgin Queen. Falmouth, Douglas, 50 
1 ba Montague, Chambers, 60 
- Suffolk; -- ©. Davers, Jo 
SI GNALS.. | 


When the admiral would ſpeak. with the captain 2 any "oy | 

undermentioned, he will raiſe a pendant, as againſt the ſhip's 

name, and of the colour ſet above it ; if a lieutenant, the ſame 

| fignal with a weft of the enſign ; and if a boat without an oil- 
cer, the weft will be hoiſted but balf-ſtaff up. 


Memorandum: When I would have any of the fire-ſhips, 
bombs, or tenders, taken in tow, at the ſame time that I make 
the ſignal for the ſhip that is to tow, and for the {hip that is to 
be towed, I will hoiſt up a flag, blue and White, at the flag-ſtaff 
of the main top-maſt head. 
8 . 45 a Reb 


| Red, White. Blue. ' Yellow, © 
Bovne Pris Amelia Chicheſter Terrible Main ) 7. 7 
Norfolk Suffolk Shrewſbury Eleanor Fore * d. 
w.rcelter Lyon Defiance Mina Mizen 
uy Squirrel Torbay Firebrand Starb. Main topſail 
Tibury 7 [4 
I Wind for Pris T,oniſa Falmouth Veſuvius Larb. $ yard-arm. 
Burfend Pr. Frederic Strafford Phacton Starb. Fore topſoil 
0 Montague Orford Weymouth Strombolo Larb. ar darm. 
50 Shoreham Auguſta Prfs Caroline Succeſs Starb 8 topſail 
Hamp n Court Dunkirk Jerſey Vulcan Lab. yard arm. 
)0 Litchfield Ludl. Caſtle Deptford Cumberland Starb. J Main yard- 
0 Experiment Rippon York Alderney L 
Sea Horſe Sbeerneſs Ruſſel Brig. Tender Starb. Fore yard- 
30 Aſtrea Wolf Virgin Queen Larb. J arm. 
a | Pompey Starb. 2“ roſs jack 
0 Goodly  Larb, garbarm, 
80 
60 When the ſhipeare | in : line of battle, the frigates, fire-ſhips, 
60 bende and tenders are to keep on the oppoſite ſide of the ene- 
60 my. When I make the ſignal, in line of battle, for the van of 
70 the fleet to tack firſt, in order to gain the windward of the ene- 
my then each ſhip i is to tack in the headmoſt ſhip's wake, for 
loſing no ground. For all other ſignals they are referred to the 
66 general printed failing and fighting inſtructions, and ſuch other 
60 additional inſtructions as you receive from —. 
60 _ VrrxON. 
70 | 
80 
70 
60 N 
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SHIPS in COMMISSION in the year 1741. 


FiksT RaTEs, 100 guns. 


Duke, 


Kent, 


Royal George, Captain Allen. 
5 Royal Sovereign, Faulkener. 
Victor, rann. 


Sxconn Rarzs, 90 guns. 


| Commodore Brown. 

St. George, Cyptain Dilkes. 
Marlborough, Clinton. 
Neptune, | Whorwood. 

. Sandwich, : Mead. py 
5 Tarn Rats, 80 guns. 

| Princeſs Amel, Captain Hemmington. i 
| Boyne, 5 | Leſtock. 
Princeſs Caroline, Griffin. 

Chicheſter, Trevor. 
Cumberland, Steuart. 
Lancaſter, Coyley. 
Norfolk, Graves. 

e Nui, Norris. 

Shrewſbury, Townſend. 
Somerſet, Barneſley. 
Torbay, Gaſcoigne. 

70 guns. 
Burford, e Watſon.” 
Buckingham, r 
Prince Frederick, Lord A. „ 
Grafton, Rycault. 

Elizabeth, Durele. 

Eſſex, Robinſon. 

Hampten Court, Dent. 

Ipſwich, Martin. 

55 Mitchel. 


Lenox, 


Il, 


erc. 


nov, 
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Lenox, 
Naſſau, 


Prince of Orange, 


Norwich, 
Orford, 
Suffolk. 


Commodore Mayne. 

Captain Medley. 
Oſborne. 
Herbert. 


Lord Auguſtus * 
Davies. 


Founrn RaTts, 60 guns. 


Auguſta, 
Centurion, 
Dragon, 
Deptford, 
Dunkirk, 
Jerſey, 
Kingſton, 


Princeſs Louiſa, | 


Lion, | 
Montague, 
Pembroke, 


* lymouth, 


Rupert, 
Rippon, 
Sunderland, 
Strafford, 
Superb, 
Tilbury, 
Windſor, 
Warwick, 
Worceſter, 
York, 


Aſſiſtance, 
St. Albans, 
Argyle, 
Briſtol, 
Chatham, 
Colcheſter, 
Cheſter, 5 


Captain Denniſon. 
Anſon. 
Barnard. 

_ Moſtyn. 
Cooper. 
Laurence. 
Richard Norris- 
Stapleton. 
Cotterel. 
Chambers. 
| Lee. | 725 
Sir R. Butler, 
Ambroſe. 
Jolly. 
Byng. 
Trevor. 
Hervey. 
Long. 
Berkeley. | 
Toller. 
P. Mayne. 
Cotes. 


3⁰ gun. 5 
. Cleland. 
Vincent. 
Lingen. 
Young. 
Strange. 3 
Sir W. Hewit. 
Slaughter. 


31 2 1 Falkland, 
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Falkland, 6,7 Oliphant, 
Falmouth, Douglas. 
- Glouceſter, Michel. 
Guernſey, John Forbes, 
Litchfield, | Knowles. 
Newceaſtle, e 
.Ortord; ----- Ruſſel. 
Portland, Hawes. 
Panther, CE Cotes. 
Ruby, . Frogmore. 
Roinney, | ..Omith, 
Rocheſter, | Allen - 
Saliſpury, Fa Oſborne. 
Severn, | Legge. 
nd vo Forbes. 
Wincheſter, Lloyd. 


Fir TH RATES, 40 guns. 


Angleſea, = 5 G Reddiſh. 
BE. Ge Burriſh. 
Eltham, | Smith. 
Hector, Sir Y. Peyton. 
Lark, Lord G. Graham. 
Liverpool, Lord Banff. 
Mary Galley, 1 John Durell. 
Pearl, Hal. 
Roebuck, Crawford. 
South-Sea Caſtle, „ Cuzack.: 
Knight. 


＋ orrington, 


Sixrn RATEs, 20 guns. 


7 Alborough. oa Captain Pocock. 
Blandford,  Burriſh. 
| Biddeford, Lord Forreſter. 
Bridgewater, e 
Deal-Caſtle, , 
Durſley Oalley, 5 T. Smith. 


| Yalphing 7 Holbourne, | 
e Experimen, 


. No. II. 
Experiment, 
Flamborough, 
Fox, 
Gibraltar, | 
Greyhound, 

Garland. 
Kennington, 
Loweſtaffe, 
Lyme, 

Lively, 
Phoenix, 
Portmahon, 

RNoſe, | 
Nye, 

Seahorſe, 

Shoreham, 
Squirrel, 
Sheerneſs, 

Succeſs, 

Scarborough, 
Tartar Pink, | 
Winchelſea, 
Wager, 


Fire-ſhips, 
Bomb floops, 
Sloop 


nent, 


Royal Caroline, 
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Renton. 
Pearce. | 
Maſters, 
W. Purvis, 
Balchen. 
Watſon. 
Peyton. 
Drummond. 
Lord Mt. Bertie, 
Swayſland. | 
Fanſhawe. 
Pawlet. 
Frankland. 
ann. 
Limeburner, 
Boſcawen. I 
Warren. | 
R. Maynard, 
Ds hompſon. 
Liſle. 
Townſhend, 


hank. 
Sir Charles Hardy, 


Store ſhips, IS 
r 
Smacks and Tenders, 41 
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No. III. (P. 48.) 


VAN. Rear-admiral Row LE v. 


Revenge, 7 f Berkeley, 


Frigates, fc. Ships of the Line. Commanders. 
7 Stirling Caſtle, Capt Cooper, 
es, Warwick, „„ ety 
Oxford. Naſſau, Lloyd, 
Feverſham, Cambridge, Drummond, 
Winchelſea. Harfleur (Admiral), De Langle, 
e Princeſs Caroline, Oſborne, 
Berwick, 1 Hawke, 
Chicheſter, Dilkes, 
IT; Lovet, 
| CENTER. Admiral Ma Tr ws. 
Dragon, Cap Watſon, 
1 Bedford, Townſend, 
Guernſey. Princeſſa, „ 
Chatham, Norfolk, 1 
Saliſbury. Namure (Admiral), Ruflel, 
Durſley' Galley. Marlborough, | Cornwall, 
Ann Galley, Dorſetſhire, Burriſh, 
ER e, Norris, 
Rupert, Ambroſe, 
Royal Oak, Williams, 
RE AR. Fice-admiral Las rock. : 
Dunkirk, 8 Purvis, 
Somerſet, Slaughter, 
Nonſuch. Torbay, Gaſcoigne, 
Romney. e (Adel, Stepney, 
Diamond. Ruſſel, Long, 
Mercury fire-ſhip. Buckingham, Towrey, 
e e Frogmore, 
Eliſabeth, i Lingen, 


No. III. 


BRITISH FLEET in the Mediterranean, in the year 1743. 


Gun. 
7 
60 

70 
80 
90 
80 


* 


ö 
80 


60 


60 
$0 
70 
90 
80 
70 
80 
75 
mg 


con 


SY ST! APPENDIS. in 
coMBIN RED FLEET. 
oy VAN. FRENCR. 
Commodore GGABARET. 
Frigates. Ships of the Line, Commandert. Guns, 
| Le Diamant, Monſ. de Maflie, 50 
N Le Tovtoule; d' Aſtrour, 60 
9 1 Serieux, | #752" 0 Chylus, 64 
0 L Attalante.. L'Eole, de Gravier, 64 
0 Le Flore. L'Eſperance, (Comme), Gabaret, 74 WH 
30 Le St. Eſprit, de Pioſin, 74 | WW: |} 
o Le Bore, FPV Il 
30 * de Vandreuil, 0 "Wii 
bo CENTER. FRENCH. 2 | [iy 
69 nn, Admiral DE Count. 1 
L Le, Monſ. de Saurin, 356 i 
1 Le Trident, de Caylus, 64 I. 
60 NE | Le Duc dl'Orleans, d'Orvey, 74 
70 Le Zephire. Le Terrible, (Adm), de Court, 14 
4e Volga. Le Ferme, de Sergue, 74 
80 : : Le Solide, de Chateauneuf, 64 
oo nl Le Leopard, de Galifet, = 
90 | _ L'Alcion, de Lauce, 56 


REAR. SrANISH. 
Admiral Navarro. 2 5 
Loe Superbe, juan Valdez, 60 
Le Poder, Rodriguez, 60 
Ie 8. Fernando, de la Vig, 60 
Two Frigates. Lie Conſtant, de Tortuga, 70 
En on ons” "Fectathout, - 70 
Le R. Infanta, Adm! Navarro, 114 
Le Hercule, Coſm. d' Alvarez, 70 
L'Amerique, Pran. Patrouchi, 70 


Le Neptune, Hen. Olivarez, 60 
Lorient, — Joach. de Villena, 60 
Le Brillant, Blaiſe de la Barrera, 60 
Le Retiro, Juan Souriane, 54 


No. 
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No. IV. (P. 47.) 


Admiral Brxc's Infrudtions from the Lords of the Adniraly, 


Warns the King's pleaſure has been Ggnified to us by 
Mr. Fox, one of his Majeſty's principal ſecretaries of ſtate, 
that, upon conſideration of the ſeveral advices which have been 
received relating to the ſuppoſed intention of the French to at. 
tacxk the iſland of Minorca, a ſquadron of ten ſhips of the line 
do forthwith fail for the Mediterranean, under your command: 
and whereas we have appointed the ſhips.named i in the margin 
for this ſervice, you are hereby required and directed immedi. 
1 ately to put to ſea with ſuch of them as are ready, (leaving or- 
F ders for the reſt to follow you as ſoon as poſſible), and proceed 
with the utmoſt expedition to Gibraltar. Upon your arrival 
there, you are to inquire whether any French {quadron is come 
through the Streights; and if there is, to inform yourſe'f, as 
well as poſſible, of their number and force, and if any of them 
were tranſports. And as it is probable they* may be deſtined 
for North America, and as his Majeſty's ſhips, named in the 
margin, are either at or going to Halifax, and are to cruiſe off 
Loviſbourg and the mouth of the Gulf of St. Lawrence, you 
are immediately to take the ſoldiers out of ſo many ſhips of 


your ſquadron, as, together with the ſhips at and going to Ha- Ii 
lifax, will make a force ſuperior to the French ſquadron, (re- t 
placing them with landmen or ordinary ſeamen from your other 0 
ſhips), and then detach them under the command of Rear-admi- C 
"ral Weſt, directing him to make the beſt of his way off Louiſ- | 
bourg; and taking the afore-mentioned ſhips, which he may ex- . 


pect to find there, under his command, to cruiſe off the ſaid 
place, and the entrance of the Gulf of St. Lawrence; and uſe 
his utmoſt endeavours to intercept and ſeize the aforeſaid French 
ſhips, or any other ſhips belonging to the French, that may be 
bound to, or returning from that part of North America. 
It, upon your arrival at Gibraltar, you thall not gain intelli- | 
gence of a French ſquadron having paſſed the Streights; you | | 
are then to go on without a moment's leſs of time to Minorca: 
| : | 5 db | 


— hte, IA 


— - 
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or, if in conlequence of ſuch intelligence you ſhall detach Rear- 


admiral Weſt, as before directed, you are to uſe equal. expedi- 
tion in repairing thither with the ſhips which ſhall remain with 
you; and if you find any attack made upon that iſland by the 
French, you are to uſe all poſſible means in your power for its 
relief. If you find no ſuch attack made, you are to proceed off 
Toulon, and ſtation your ſquadron in the beſt manner you ſhall 
be able for preventing any thip's getting out of that port; or for 
intercepting and ſeizing any that may get out; and you are to 
exert the utmoſt vigilance therein, and in protecting Minorca 


and Gibraltar from any hoſtile attempts. 


| You are alſo to be vigilant for protecting the trade of his 
Majeſty s ſubjects from being moleſted, either by the French or 
by cruiſers from Morocco, or any other of the Barbary ſtates; 


and for that purpoſe to appoint proper convoys and cruiſers, 


Lou are likewiſe to be as attentive as poſſible to the mtercep- 
ting and ſeizing as well ſhips of war and privateers as merchant 


{hips belonging to the French, wherever they may be met with, 


within the limits of your command. But, in purſuance of the 
King's order in council, you are not to ſuffer any of the ſhips _ 
of your ſquadron to take any French veſſels out of any port be- 


longing to the Ottoman empire, upon any pretence; nor to mo- 


leſt, detain, or impriſon, the perſons of any of the ſubjects of 
the Ottoman empire; and alfo, not to ſeize and detain any 
French ſhip or veſſel whatſoever, which they ſhall meet with in 


the Levant ſeas, bound from one port to another in thoſe teas, 


or to or from any ports of Eg gypt, having any effects of Turks 
on board. 
Upon your: arrival in the Mediterranean, you are to take un- 


| der your command his Majeſty's ſhips and vellels named in the 


margin, which are at preſent there. 

If any French ſhip of war ſhould : ſail from Toulon and eſcape 
your ſquadron, and proceed out of the Mediterranean, you are 
forthwith to fend, or repair yourſelf to England with a propor- 
tionable part of the ſhips under your command; obſerving that 
you are never to keep more ſhips in the Mediterranean than ſhall | 
be neceſſary for executing the ſervice recommended to you. 

To enable you to perform the above-mentioned ſervices, you 
are to take care to keep the ſhips and veſſels under your com- 
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Firſt rates, 100 guns. Norfolk, Monmouth, | 
Royal Ann, _ Ruſſel, Naflau, 
Britannia, 5 North umberland, 

Royal George, 74 gung. Royal Oak, 
Royal Sovereign, Culloden, „„ Qebord 
Royal Wilbans. Invincible, Princeſſa, 
Monarque, Revenge, 
Second rates, go guns. Terrible, Stirling Caſtle, 
Blenheim, Torbay, oguffolk, _ 
:- Duke, -. PTFPougueux- Somerſet, 

St. George, Vanguard, 

Nel ee Yarmouth, 
Prince, Bedford, Swiftſure, 
EKamillies, Berwick, | Magnanime. 

Princefs Royal, Buckingham, „ 

Union. Burford, 66 guns, 
Captain, | ns 

Third rates, 80 guns. Chicheſter, | Princeſs Amelia, 
Barfleur, PDorſetſhire, Cumberland, 

Boyne, Edinburgh, Devonſhire, 
Princeſs Caroline, Eliſabeth, Lancaſter. 
Cambridge.” © fe i, 353535 
Cornwall, Prince Frederick, 64 guns. © 
Prince George, Grafton, TEN 

Marlborough, Hampton-Court, an -- © 
Neptune, „„ Intrepid, 
Newark, Lenox, 
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mand in conſtant god ca eh and to have them DIY ag 


often as ſhall be requiſite for that purpoſe. 


March 3o, 


(Signed) Anſon, Villiers, Rowley, Beſcaren, 
1756. 


Bateman, W and J. Cleland, 
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State ble Royal Navy of Gieat Britain at the declaration of war 


againſt France, in the year 1 7 56. 


Trident. 


Fourth | 


bas 


2 


Kr -fwp co _- ' 


— 
SI 


6” Aa" 3-2 wi 


1th 
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Fourth rates, 6o guns, Aſſiſtance, 


St. Albans, 
Anſon, 

Auguſta, 
Canterbury, 
Defiance, 
Dragon, 
Dreadnought, 
Dunkirk, 
Eagle, 

Exeter, 
Greenwich, 
Jerſey, 
Kingſton, 
Lion, 
Medway, 
Princeſs Louiſa, 
Princeſs Mary, 
Prince of Orange, 


Montague, 


Nottingham, 
Pembroke, 


Plymouth, 


Rupert, 
Rippon, 
Strafford, 
Sunderland, 
Superbe, | 
Tilbury, _ 


Tiger, 


Vigilant, 
Windſor, 
Weymouth, 


Worceſter, 


Lork. 


Jo gung. 
Advice, 5 


Antelope, 
Briſtol, 
Centurion, 
Chatham, 


Colcheſter, 


Cheſter, 

Deptford, 

Falkland, 
Falmouth, 


Glouceſter, 


Quernſey, 


 Hampſkire, 
Harwich, 


Iſis, 
Litchfield, 
Leopard, 
Newcaſtle, 
Nonſuch, 
Norwich, 
Oxford, 


Portland, 


Preſton, 

Panther, 
Ruby, 
5 Rocheſter, 
Saliſbury, 
Severn, 


Sutherland, 7 


Taviſtock, 
Wincheſter, 


F; iſt 8 -ates, 44 guns. Wente. 5 . 


Adventure, 
America, 


Angleſea, 


Ambuſcade, 


| Cheſterfield, 


3M 2 


Eltham, 
Prince Edward 


Goſport, 


Prince Henry, | mu 


Romney, : 
Saphire, 


| Sith rates, 24 and 


Amazon, „ 


Crown, 
Diamond, 
Dover, 


Enterprize, 


Glory, 


Humber, —_ 
Haſtings, „„ Wil 
Hector, „„ 
Jaſon, WH) 
Kinſale, 
Launceſton, 
Ludlow Caſtle, 
Jah, :--- 
Liverpool, 
Looe, 
Lynn, 
Mary Galley, 
F 
Penzance, 
Poel, 
een 
Roebuck, 


South-ſea Caſtle, 
Tbetis, . 
Torrin gton, 7 | 


20: guns. © + 


Alderney, - 
Aldborov gh, 
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Aldborou gh, 
Arundel, 
Bellona, 
Biddiford, 


Boſton, 


Bridgewater, 


Blandford, 
Centaur, 


Deal Caſtle, 
Durſley Galley, 5 


Dolphin, 


Experiment, 
Flamborou gh, 


Fowey, 


Fox, 


Gibraltar, 
Greyhound, 
Garland, 
| Glaſ, gow, 
Grand Turk, 
Hind, TS. 


Inverneſs, | ; 


Kennington, 
Leoſtoffe, 
8 Lively, 3 
Lys, 


Lyme, 


Margate, 
Mercury, 


Mermaid, 
N ightingale, 5 
Phœnix, 


Port-Mahon, 
Queenbor rough, 
Renown, 
Kanger, 


* 


Roſe . 


Rye; 


Sea-Horſe, 


Shoreham, 


Squirrel, 
Seaford, 
Sheernels, 
Syren, 


Sphinx, 


Surprize, 


Succeſs, 
Scarborough, 
Solebay, 


z 


Tartar, 
Triton, 


Vnicorn, 
Wincheſter, 
Wager, 
Royal Caroline. 


Bombs. 


Firedrake, 


Furnace, 
Granado. 


Albany, 


Badger, 
Baltimore, 

Cruiſer, 
Deſpatch, 


Falcon, 


Ferret, 


. Fly, 


Fortune, Th 


| Grampus, 


Happy, 


Hazard, 
Hornet, 
Hound, 


| Shops. © 


Jamaica, 


King's Fiſher, 


Otter, 


Peggy, 
Peregrine, 


Porcupine, | 
Ran ger, 


Raven, ' 


Saltaſb, 


Savage, 
Scorpion, 
Shark, 
Speedwell, 


Swallow, . 


Swan, 


Swift, 


Trial, 


Viper, 


Vulture, 


Waſp, 
Meazle, 
Wolf, 


achte. 

- Catherine, 
Charlotte, 
Dorſet, 

: Fubbs, 


Mary, 


William and Mary, 


Volton, 


a e ee bs 


Portſmouth, 


| 8 


Alfe o ſeveral fire- 
| ſhips, Yor e. 
Nc. 11 


N. 


— — , 2 223 2 2 
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State of the Naw of France at the e war againſt Great 
Britain 1 in the gear 17 56. 


Perrier 4 Salvert's | Guns, 


a Suns. 
ſquadron. 1 Fier, | 395 Licorne, 8 
Guns. Hipopotame, 50 Sauvage, 30 
Le Courageux, 74 Junon, 46 Concord, 430 
protheè, 64 Roſe, .- 20 Kring r 
Amphion, 50 r POE In 
Aigle, 5 5 La Gracieuſe, 24 At Breſt and Roch fort. 
Fleur de Lys, 30 Nymphe, 24 Le Formidable, 80 
Emeraude, 28 Topaae, 24 Entreprenant, 74 
|  Conflan#s ſquod ron. 
At Breſt. Lie Soleil, 80 On a cruixe. 
Le Comet, 30 Bourgogne, 80 La Thetis, 24 
Amethyſte, 30 Tonnant, 80 Mutine, 24 
Blonde, 30 Superbe, 74 FPomene, 
Brune, 30 Defenſeur, 74 Cumberland, ms 
Zephyr, 30 Dauphin, 74 Galaths, ' 24 
Hermione, 26 -Juſte, 70 Heroine, 24 
Valeur, * 26 Hardi, 66 Anemone, 14 
Fidele, 26 Bienfaiſant, 8 198 
Friponne, 26 Inflexible, 64 A. Cape Briton and 
TE CE” as Martinicy. 
Galifſomiere's feet. Capricieux, 64 Le Prudent, 74 
| Le Foudroyant, 80 Arc-en- Ciel, 50 Aquilon, 60 
7. Temeraire; \.:-.- Diana 50 Attalant "5 4 
3 74 5 50 Attalante, 34 
Couronne, 74 ö 74 
Redoutable, 74 Por 2 troops Bizarre, 64 a 
Guerrier, 74 to America under Opiniatre, 64 
Content, 64 M. Bear. Active, 64 
Triton, 64 Le Hero, 74 St. Michel, 64 
fre- Sage, 64 Illuſtre, 64 Alcion, 54 
5. on, 64 Leopard, 60 Apollon, 50 
v1 | Orphes FFF . 


AXPPUE NAD LIK, 
At Toulon. ___ Guns. 
Suns. Floriſſant, 74 Celebre, 

Le Hector, 74 Northumberland, 68 Robuſte, 
Vaillant, 64 Dragon, | 74 Solitaire, 
Achille, 64 e 
Hercule, 64 Un different docks. Aigrette, 
Oriflamme, 50 L'Ocean, 80 Veſtable, 
1 Centaure, 70 Minerva, 

Careening. Diademe, 74 Oiſeau, 
'Ulntrepide, 74 Zodiaque, % Pfotecteur, 
Conquerant, 74 Monature, 74 Fantaſque, 
Magnifique, 74 Souverain, — 74 Modeſte, 
| Sceptre, 74 Glorieux, 74 Defiance, 
Algougeux, 74 Not yet named, 74 8 85 
n 05 74 | Belliqueux, 64 Warwick, 
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gare Hytouftions to gi John Mordaunt i in the year 17 57. 


Croncr, R. 0 


x}, You ſhall immediately, upon the receipt of theſe in. 
| ſtructions, repair to the Iſle of Wight, where we have appoint- 
ed ſhips to convey you, and the forces under your command, 
to the coaſt of France; and, ſo ſoon as the ſaid forces ſhall be 
embarked, you ſhall accordingly proceed, without loſs of time, 
under convoy of a ſquadron of our ſhips of war, to be com- 
manded by our truſty aud well-beloved Sir Edward Hawke, 
knight of the Bath, admiral of the Blue ſquadron of our fleet; 
whom we have appointed commander in chief of our ſhips to 
be employed in this expedition; the ſaid admiral, or the com- 
mander in chief of our ſaid ſhips for the time being, being in- 
ſtructed to co-operate with you, and be aiding and aſſiſting in 
all ſuch enterpriſes, as, by theſe our inſtructions, you ſhall be 

directed to undertake for our ſervice. 
: ffs Whereas we have determined, with the bleſſing of God, 
to proſecute the juſt war in which we are engaged againſt the 
Fr ench king, with the utmoſt Viseu; and it being highly expe- 
5 dient 
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dient, and of urgent neceſſity, to make ſome expedition, that 
may cauſe a diverſion, and engage the enemy to employ in their 
own defence, a conſiderable part of their forces, deſtined to in- 
vade and oppreſs the liberty of the empire, and to ſubvert the 
independency of Europe; and if poſſible to make ſome effectual 


0 impreſſion on the enemy, which, by diſturbing and ſhaking the 
zo credit of their public loans, impairing the ſtrength and re- 
24 ſources of their navy, as well as diſconcerting, and in part fru- 


21 Wl firating their dangerous and extenſive operations of war, may 
"1 WT rcficct luſtre on our arms, and add life and ſtrength to the com- 
04 mon cauſe z and whereas we are perſuaded, that nothing, in 


60 the preſent ſituation of affairs, can ſo ſpeedily and effectually 
30 annoy and diſtreſs France, as a ſucceſsful enterprize againſt 
30 Rochfort; our will and pleaſure is, that you do attempt, as far 
50 a5 it ſhall be found praQticable, a deſcent, with the forces under 
your command, on the French coaſt, at or near Rochfort, in 
order to attack, if practicable, and by a vigorous impreſſion 
force that place; and to burn and deſtroy, to the utmoſt of 
. your power, all docks, magazines, arſenals, and ſhipping, that 
(hall be found there, and exert ſuch other e as you hall 
_ judge moſt proper for annoying the enemy. 
EAT | 34, After the attempt on Rochfort ſhall either have ſ Geck 
bin-: ea or failed; and in cafe the circumſtances of our forces and 
and, fleet ſhall, with proſpect of ſucceſs, ſtill admit of further opera- 
ul be | tions, you are next to conſider Port L'Orient and Bourdeaux, 
time, as the moſt important objects of our arms, on the coaſt of 
com. France; and our will and pleaſure is, that you do proceed ſuc- 
wke, ceſſively to an attempt on both, or either of thoſe places, as 
let; ſhall be judged practicable; or on any other place that ſnall be 
ips to thought moſt adviſable, from Bourd:aux homeward to Havre, 
35 in order to carry and ſpread, with as much rapidity as may be, 
a 0 a warm alarm along the maritime provinces of France. 5 
in 4th, In caſe, by the bleſſing of God upon our arms, you 
all be E ma make yourſelf maſter of any place on the coaſt of 
Ok 8 our will and pleaſure is, that you do not keep poſſeſ- 
lon thereof; but that, after demoliſhing and deſtroying, as far 
aſt the as may be, all works, defences, magazines, arſenals, ſhipping, 
expe· and naval ſtores, you do proceed, ſucceſſively, on the ulterior 


dient, | 


part 
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part of this expedition, according as any of them ſhall be judged 
adviſable, and may be performed with ſuch time as ſhall be 
conſiſtent with your return with the troops under your tom. 
mand, ſo as to be in England at, or about, or as near as may 
be, the latter end of September, unleſs the circumſtances of our 
forces and fleet ſhall neceflarily require their return ſooner; 
and you are to land the troops at Portſmouth, or ſuch other of 
our ports as the exigency of the caſe may ſuggeſt; 
5th, Whereas it is neceſſary, that, upon certain occaſions, 
you ſhould have the afſiſtance of a council of war, we hare 
thought fit to appoint ſuch a council, which ſhall tonſiſt of 
four of our principal land-officers, and of an equal number of 
our principal ſea-commanders, including the commanders in 
chief of our land and ſea forces, (except in caſes happening at 
land, relating to the carrying on any military operations, to 
be performed by our land forces only, in which caſes you 
may call a council of war, conſiſting of ſuch officers of our land 
forces as you ſhall think proper), and all ſuch land and ſea of. 
ficers, in the ſeveral caſes before mentioned, are hereby reſpec- 
tively directed, from time to time, to be aiding and afliſting 
with their advice, ſo often as they ſhall be called together by 
you, or by the commander in chief of our ſquadron, for that 
purpoſe; and in all ſuch councils of war, when aſſembled, the 
= majority of voices ſhall determine the reſolutions thereof; and, 
in caſe the voices ſhall happen to be nts, the preſident {hall 
have the caſting vote. 
6th, And whereas the ſucceſs of this expedition will very 
much depend upon an entire good underſtanding between our 
land and ſea ofiicers, we do hereby ſtrictly enjoin and require 
you, on your part, to maintain and cultivate ſuch good under. 
ſtanding and agreement z and to order that the ſoldiers under 
your command ſhould man the ſhips when there {hall be occs- 
ſion for them, and when they can be ſpared from the land fer- 
vice; as the commander in chief of our ſquadron is inſtructed 
on his part, to entertain and cultivate the ſame good under- 
ſtanding and agreement z and to order the ſailors and marines, 
and alſo the ſoldiers ſerving as a part of the complements of 
our ſhips, to aſſiſt our land Fe if judged expedient, by ta- 
1 — 1 1 
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king poſt on ſhore, manning batteries, covering the boats, ſe- 
curing the ſafe re- embarkation of the trodps, and ſuch other 
ſervice as may be conſiſtent with the ſafety of our fleet. And 
in order to eſtabliſh the ſtricteſt union that may be between you 
and the commander in chief of our ſhips, you are hereby re- 
quired to communicate theſe inſtructions to him, and he will 
be directed to communicate thoſe he ſhall receive to you. 
7th, You ſhall, from time to time, and as you ſhall have op- 
portunityz ſend conſtant accounts of your proceedings in the 
execution of theſe our inſtructions, to one of our principal ſe- 
cretaries of ſtate, from whom you will receive ſuch further or- 

ders _ directions as we _y think proper to give you. 


8. R. 


No. vi. (b. 175. i 


Tranſlation 7 an intercepted letter from Gard Lally to Ms 7. 
Raymond, French reſi dent at Pullicat, dated Pondicherry, the | 
2d Fanuary, Fra wo | 


Ma RATMONT P; 

THE Engliſh ſquadron i is io more, Sir + dut of the twelve 
ſhips they had in our road, ſeven are loſt, crews and all; the 
four others diſmaſted; and it appears that there is no more than 
one frigate that has eſcaped therefore do not loſe an inſtant to 
ſend us chelingoes upon chelingoes, loaded with rice: the 
Dutch have nothing to fear now, beſides (according to the law 
of nations) they are only to ſend us no proviſions themſelves, 
and we are no more blocked up by ſea; The ſaving of Pondi- 
cherry hath been in your power once already; if you miſs the 
preſent opportunity, it will be entirely your fault. Do not for- 
pet alſo ſome {mall chelingoes ; offer great rewards. I expect 
ſeventeen thouſand Marattoes within theſe four days: In ſhort, 
riſque all, attempt all, force all, and ſend us fome 1 55 ſhould ; 
it be but half a garſe at a time. 


| (Signed) LALLY. 
Ja WS in cops Ne. IX. 
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— — — 


Copitulation for the citadel of Belle, had: June 5 1765. 


Freli minary article. The Cheralier de St. Croix, bri Weder 


in the king's army, and commandant of the citadel of Belteiſle, 


propoſes that the place ſhall ſurrender on the 12th of June, in 
caſe no ſuccours arrive before that time; and that, in the mean 
while, no works ſhall he carried on on either ſide, nor any act 
of hoſtility, nor any communication between the Engliſh be- 
ſieging and the French beſieged, —& Refuſed.” 
I. The entire garriſon ſhall march through the Wesch with 
the honours of war, drums beating, colours fl flying, lighted 
matches, and three pieces of cannon, with twelve rounds each, 
Each ſoldier ſhall have fifteen rounds in his cartouch-box. All 


the officers, ſerjeants, ſoldiers, and inhabitants, are to carry of 


their baggage: the women to go with their huſbands.— 


« Granted. In favour of the gallant defence which the citadel 


d has made, under the orders of the Chevalier de St. Croix.“ 


II. Two covered waggons ſhall be provided, and the effect; 


which they carry ſhall be depoſited in two covered boats, which 
are not to be viſited.- 


% The covered waggons are refuſed; 
« but care {hall be aten to trantpart all the baggage to. the 
« continent by the ſhorteſt way.” 


III. Veſſels ſhall be furniſhed FI carrying the. French troops | 


by the ſhorteſt Fay into the neareſt ports of e by the 
firſt fair wind. « Granted.” 5 
IV. The French troops that are to embark are to be vidtual 


led in the ſame proportion with the troops of his Britannic 


majeſty; and the ſame proportion of tunnage is to be allowed 
to the officers and ſoldiers which the Engliſh oops; have, — 


« Granted.” 
V. When the troops ſhall be EY a veſſel is to be fur- 


niſhed for the Chevalier de St. Croix, brigadier in the king's 
army, to M. de la Ville, the king's lieutenant, to M. de h 
Garique, colonel of foot, with brevet of commandant in the 
abſence of the Chey alier de St. Croix, and to the field-officers, 

HE including 
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including thoſe of the artillery and engineers; as alſo for the 
three-pieces of cannon, as well as for the ſoldiers of the Cour- 
Royale, to be tranſported to Nantz, with their wives, ſervants, 


and the baggage which they have in the citadel, which is not to 


be viſited. They are to be victualled in the ſame proportion 
with the Engliſh officers of the ſame rank. 
« taken that all thoſe who are mentioned in this article ſhall be 
« tranſported, without loſs of time, to Nantz, with their bag- 


« gage and effects, as well as the three pieces of cannon granted 


« by the firſt article.? 

VI. After the expiration of the term sb in the firſt 
article, a gate of the citadel ſhall be delivered up to the troops 
of his Britannic majeſty, at which there ſhall be kept a French 
guard of equal number, until the king's troops ſhall march out 


to embark. Thoſe guards ſhall be ordered to permit no Engliſh 


ſoldier to enter, nor no French ſoldier to go out.“ A gate 
« ſhall be delivered to the troops of his Britannic majeſty the 


«© moment the capitulation is ſigned ; and an equal number of 


« French troops ſhall occupy the fame gate.“ 


VII. A veſſel ſhall be furniſhed to the commiſſaries of war, 
and to the treaſurer, in which they may carry their baggage, 


with their ſecretaries, clerks, and ſervants, without being mo- 


leſted or viſited. They ſhall be conducted, as well as the other | 


troops, to the neareſt port of France, — “ Granted.” 
VIII. Meſſ. de Taille, capinin-geperat of the garde coſte, 


Lamp, major, two lieutenants of cannoneers of the garde coſte, 


and ninety bombardiers, cannoneers, ſerjeants, and fuſileers, 
gardes coſtes of Belleiſle, paid by the king, ſhall have it in their 
choice to remain in the iſland, as well as all the other inhabi- 


tants, without being moleſted either as to their perſons or 
goods, And if they have a mind to ſell their goods, furni- 


ture, boats, nets, and, in general, any effects which belong to 


them, within ſix months, and to paſs over to the continent, 


they ſhall not be hindered ; but, on the contrary, they ſhall 


have proper afliſtance and the neceſſary paſſports “ They 
« ſhall remain in the iſland under protection of the king of 
« Great Britain, as the other inhabitants; or ſhall be 5 


ed to the continent, if they pleaſe, with the garriſon.“ 
SE IX. M. 
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IX. M. Sarignon, clerk of the treaſury of the French troops, 
the armourer, the Bourgeois cannoneers, the ſtorekeepers, and 
all the workmen belonging to the engineers, may remain at 
Belleiſle with their families, or go to the continent with the 
ſame privileges as above mentioned. % Granted, To re- 
main in the iſland, upon the ſame Nong with the other 
CL inhabitants, or to be tranſported with the garriſon to the 
« continent, as they ſhall think proper.” 

X. The Roman-Catholic religion ſhall be exerciſed in the 
iſland with the ſame freedom as under a French government, 
The churches ſhall be preſerved, and the rectors and other 
| prieſts continued; ; and, in caſe of death, they ſhall be replaced 
by the biſhop of Vannes. They ſhall be maintained in their 
functions, privileges, immunities, and revenues.“ All the 
„ inhabitants, without diſtinction, ſhall enjoy the free exerciſe 


« of their religion. The other part of this article muſt neceſ- 


“ farily depend on the pleaſure of his Britannic majeſty.” 
XI. The oſficers and ſoldiers, who are in the hoſ; pitals of the 


town and citadel, ſhall be treated in the ſame manner as the 


garriſon, and, after their recovery, they ſhall be furniſhed with 
veſſels ro carry them to France. In the mean while they ſhall 
be ſupplied with ſubſiſtence and remedies till their departure, 
accor ting to the fate which the comptroller and ſurgeons ſhall 
give in. * Granted.” 5 8 | 
XII. After the term mentioned in the preliminary atticle is 
expired, orders ſhall be given that the commiſſaries of artillery, 
engineers, and proviſions, ſhall make an inventory of what ſhall 


be found in the king's magazines, out of which bread, wine, 


and meat ſhall be furniſhed to ſubſiſt the French troops to the 
moment of their departure.“ They ſhall be furniſhed with 
cc neceſſary ſubſiſtence till their departure, on the ſame wen 
c with the troops of his Britannic majeſty.” “ 


XIII. Maj. Gen. Crawfurd, as well as all the Evgliſh officers 


and ſoldiers who have been made priſoners fince the 8th of 


April 1761 incluſive, ſhall be ſet at liberty after the ſigning of 
the capitulation, and ſhall be diſengaged from their parole. 
The French officers of different ranks, volunteers, ſerjeants, 


and ſoldiers, who have been made priſoners ſince the gth of 


April, | 
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April, ſhall alſo be ſet at liberty. 
« and ſoldiers, priſoners of war in the citadel, are to be free 


« according to the cartel of Sluys.“ 


des, and ſuch as may be doubtful ſhall be fairly . 
“ Granted.” 


the ſecurity of the articles of the capitulation.— “ Granted.” 
All the archives, regiſters, public papers, and writings, 
« which have any relation to the government of this iſland, 


« ſhall be ready to receive the garriſon and their effects. A 


% dered to be us all the mines and ſouterains of the place.“ 


8. Hopbe son. A. KEPPEIL. 
Le Chevalier de St. Cox. 


66 The Engliſh officers 


«© the moment the capitulation is ſigned. The French officers 
« and ſoldiers, who are priſoners of war, ſhall be ig 


All the above articles ſhall be executed faithfully on both 


After the ſignature hoſtages hall be ſent on doch ſides, for 


« ſhall be faithfully given up to his Britannic majeſty's commiſ- 
« ſary, Two days ſhall be allowed for the evacuation of the 
« citadel; and the tranſports, neceflary for the embarkation, 


« French officer ſhall be ordered to deliver up all the warlike 
« ſtores and proviſions, and, in general, every thing which be- 
« longs to his moſt Chriſtian majeſty, to an Engliſh commiſ- 
« ſary appointed for that purpoſe; and an officer ſhall be or- 
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No. X. (P. 198.) 


4 Liſt of the Spaniſh Fleet as it flood at the breaking out of th 


War in 1762. 


Ships. Guns. 
80 
80 
70 145 

STR 70 BE 
70 5 
El San Philippe, 70 


El Phoenix, 
El Rayo, 
La Rayna, 
TELL Tigre, if 
123 LA Galicia, 8 
El Infanto, 
La Princeſſa, 


El Oriente, 
El Levia, 
EI Aquilon, 

El Neptuno, 
El Brillante, 
EI Glorioſo, 
El Guerriero, 

II Vencedor, 
El Soberano, 

EI Hector, 

El Gallardo, 
El Magnanimo, 
El Dichoſo, 
El Diligente, 

EI Triumphante, 

El Monarcho, 

El Serio, | 

El Arrogante, 
El Superbe, 
EI Ponderoſo, 

El Contente, 


68 
68 


Ships. 
El Hercules, 


El Principe, 
El Victorioſo, 
El Terrible, 


El Allante, 


Africa,” : | 
Eb Fm, 68 
La Eſpana, 
Ferdinando, 


Aſia, 


El Septentrion, 
EI America, 
El Dragon, 

La Europa, 

La Caſtella, oe 
El Campion, 58 


El Tridente, 58 


El Conqueſtador, 58 
El Aſtuto, 58 
El Fuerte, 50 
Adventurero, 30 


Andaluzio, 30 


g La Eſmeralda, 30 


La Pallas, 20 


La Juno, 26 


La Eſtrea, 26 


La Ventura, 20 
La Venus, 26 | 
Ieladuſtrie, 


N 
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Ships. Guns. Ships, 
LInduſtric, 26 La Flora, 
La Liebre, 26 El Diligente, 
La Venganza, 24 El Jaſon, _ 
La Vittoria, 24 La Conception, 
La Hermiona, 24 EI Gabilan, 
Galgo, 22 Gilano Xebeque, 
La Doraday.. „ El Mercurio, 
La Peria, 22 E! Jupiter, 

La Aquila, 22 Ef Voſante, 

La Frecha, eat El Caſador, 

. La-Ganuttay i 22 Marte, 

El Catan 2 lee, 

El Ibecinea, 22 Fl Majorquin, 


„ 4 Bomb- ketches. 95 
El Ederen V Pieramonte, 
El Bronſe, 16 | El Bolcano, 
| Fir e-ſhips, 


El Valenciano, E! Botompago, 
HAF, HU Days: 
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Addition made to the Spaniſh navy during the war. 


El Monarco, 3 La Nouva Princeſſa, 84 
ee, , Ft Vigaraſcy 94 
El Gujon, 70 El St. Geronimo, 60 

El Diamante, 64 l 8 


—— — entre May Fr 
2 . 
: IR og nw 

— See, — 
———— — 
— 


* 
2 
. 0 
— r= 
— 
Py o Ltd 


5 i 
. 
o 
i 
'1 
: 
. 
7 
[4 
* 
j 
{ 
" 
5 
* | 
t 
5 3 
| 
| 
0 
1 


472 


A PP Þ ND 15. Neo. XI, 


No. XI. (P. 204.) 
Parzxs relating to the conqueſt of MARTINICo. 


Articles Ul capitulation of the citadel of Fort Royal, in the iſand | 
of Martinico, the 4th of N 1762. 


Article I. T H E commanding officer of the citadel ſhall | 


march out at the head of the garriſon, compoſed of troops de- 


tached from the marine, the royal grenadiers, cannoniers, bom- 


| bardiers and Swiſs ; the different detachments of the militia 
and freebooters, and the other volunteers, with the honours of 
war, and three rounds of ammunition each 
« The troops of his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty ſhall be embarked 
e and ſent to France, as ſoon as poſſible, at the expence of his | 
* Britannic Majeſty 3 but the troops belonging to the iſland 
cc ſhall lay down their arms, and be priſoners of war, until the 
(c fate of Martinico is determined.” 


Anſwered, 


II. That the officers and others ſhall ovelerve their effects, 
have time to ſettle their affairs, and ſhall take their ſervants | 


along with then.—*& Granted.” 


III. That three days ſhall be granted for the evacuation of 


: the place, at the end of which time the gate ſhall be given up | 


to the troops of his Britannic Majeſty, whilſt the garriſon ſhall | 
march out at nine to-morrow morning. Anſwered, © The 


c gate of the fort ſhall be given up to the troops of his Bri- 


cc tannic Majeſty this evening at five o'clock, and the French 
« garriſon ſhall march out at nine to-morrow morning.? 


(Signed) | RonerT Moxk Tov, 


Di Liens, G. B. RoDNEY. 


Capitulati | 


— 


Coptulation * by the inbobitants f the Sand of M arti- 
nico, repreſented by Meſſis. D'Aleſſo, knight, Sigmor. Defrag- 
ny, La Pierre, , captain of hotſe, and Feryre, captain of in- 
fantry, furn ifbed with full powers from | nine quarters 7. the 
iſland. 


ind | 
Articl I. The inhabitente Mall quit their poſts b two 
all ſeld- pieces, drums iet colours flying, matches lighted, 
FO and all the, honours of war.“ The inhabitants ſhall march 
* te out of all their garriſons and poſts with their arms; upon 
5 4 condition that they afterwards lay them down; and that all 
101 « the forts, batteries, and military implements, be delivered to 
ed 4 perſons appointed to receive them.“ 1 | 
hed II. The inhabitants ſhall have the free evercifs of their reli- 
his | gion! and the prieſts, nuns and friars, ſhall be preſerved | in their 
41 cures and convents.— 44 Granted. “. 
the! III. The inhabitants ſhall not be obliged to take arms BR 
his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, nor even againſt any other power,— 

ts, “They become ſubjects of his Britannic Majeſty, and muſt 
te « take the oath of allegiance ; but ſhall not be obliged to take 

arms againſt his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, until a peace may 
I determine the fate of the iſland.” “ 
T3 | « IV. The inhabitants ſhall be preſerved i in their privileges, : 
1.1 © rights, honours and exemptions, ——*« They are ſubjects of 
The « his Britannic Majeſty, and ſhall enjoy their properties, and 
Bri. g the ſame privileges as in the other of his n 8 Leeward 

« Iſlands.“ 


V. The priſoners 1 een 9 the 1 ſhall be ee on 
both ſides; the free mulattoes, as well as the negroes, ſhall be 
u, reſtoret] as priſoners of war. —“ T he inhabitants and mu- 

« lattoes will become Britiſh ſubjects, upon the ſubmiſſion of 
„ the whole iſland. The W taken in arms are deemed 
« ſlaves,” © N : 
VI. The ſubjects of Great Britain, who have ak refuge 
in the ifland for crimes, or condemned to puniſhments, ſhall 
la have liberty of retiring. 1 Refuſed.” . 
Vol. IV. 70 0 „ No 
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VII. No others than the inhabitants of this iſland ſhall, till 
the peace, poſſeſs any eſtates, either by acquiſition, agreement, 
or otherwiſe; but in caſe at the peace the country ſhall be ce. 
ded to the king of Great Britain, then it ſhall be permitted to 
the inhabitants, who ſhall not be willing to become his ſubjects, 
to ſell their eſtates, and to retire to any place they think pro- 
per, ——#* All ſubjects of Great Britain may poſſeſs any lands or 
“ houſes by purchaſe. The remainder of this article granted, 


provided they ſell to. Britiſh ſubjects.” 


VIII. The inhabitants and merchants ſhall enjoy all their pri- 
vlleges of commerce, as the ſubjects of Great Britain. — 


« Granted ; ſo that it does not affect the privileges of particu. 


« Jar companies eſtabliſhed in England, or the laws of the 
« kingdom, which prohibit the carrying on 8 in other 
c "than Britiſh dennen 


Signed by the above-mentioned ad and by Robert 

Monkton and G. B. Rodney, commanders of his Britan- 
nic Majeſty's forces by ſea and land, the 7th rd 
1762. 


on the 13th of February a ſimilar capitulation was demand- 


ed for the whole iſland, and granted with the ſame re- 
ſtrictions. | 


No. XII. AP END 1 1 


No. XII. (P. 219.) 


Alſtract of the articles of capitulation agreed upon between dir 


George Pacock, knight of the Bath, and the earl of Aibemarle, 
and the marguis of Real Tranſporte, commander in chief of 


the ſquadron of his Catholic majejly, and Don Juan de Prado, 


governor of the Havannah, for the ſurrender of the city, and 


ll ts TR with all the Spani fp ſoipe i in the e : 


r . | 


 ForT La Punta and the land-gate ſhall be A 5d to his 
Britannic majeſty's troops to-morrow morning, the 13th of 
Auguſt, at twelve o'clock; at which time it is expected the 
following articles of capitulation ſhall be ſigned and ratified. 


ARTICLE I. The garriſon, conſiſting of the infantry, artil- 


lery-men, and dragoons, the different militia of the towns in 


the iſland, ſhall march out of the land-gate the 2oth inſtant, 
provided in that time no relief arrives, ſo as to raiſe the ſiege, 
with all the military honours, arms ſhouldered, {ix field pieces 


of 12 pounders each, and as many rounds to each ſoldier; the 
regiments ſhall take out with them the military cheſts. And the 
governor ſhall. have fix covered waggons which are not to be 

examined upon any pretence whatever.—* The garriſon ſhall 
« have the honours of war, and ſhall march out of the Punta 


“gate with two pieces of cannon, and fix rounds for each gun. 


« The military cheſt refuſed. The governor will be allowed as 


« many boats as neceſſary to tranſport his baggage and effects 


© on board the ſhips deſtined for him. The military without 
ee the town, as well as thoſe within, to deliver up thar arms 


« to the Britiſh commiſlary.” 

II. The marines, and the ſhips crews whe have ferred on 
ſhore; ſhall obtain, on their going out, the fame honours as the 
garriſon of the city; and fhall proceed with thoſe honours on 


board the ſaid ſhips, that they may, together with their com- 

mander in chief, Don Gulierres de Ilevia, marquis del Real 
I. anſporte, fail in the ſaid ſhips as ſoon as ; the port is open, 
10 * wih 
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the city belonging to his Catholic majeſty. 


ment of all their rights. 


A P P n F-X No. XII. 


with all their money and effects, in order to proceed to ſome 


other port belonging to Spain, in doing which they will oblige 
themſelves, that, during their navigation to their deſtined port, 


they ſhall not attack any veſſels belonging to his Britannic maje. 


ſty, his ſubjedts or allies. | Likewiſe liberty ſhall be granted to 
the marines and ſhips crews, with their officers, to go on board 
the ſaid ſhips, and carry with them the effects and money in 


© The margquis 
«of Real Tranſporte, with his officers, ſailors and marines, as 


c making part of the garriſon, ſhall be treated in every reſpect 
e as the governor and regular troops. All ſhips in the Havan- 
« nah, and all money and effects belonging to his Catholic 

e majeſty, ſhall be delivered up to perſons appointed by Sir 


« George Pocock and the earl of Albemarle,” 
HI. That the Roman Catholic religion ſhall be maintained 
and preſerved in the ſame manner as it has hitherto been in all 


the dominions belonging to his Catholic majeſty z and the diffe- 


rent orders, colleges and univerſities remain in the full enjoy- 
ce Granted. ud 
IV. That, in conſideration that this port is ſituated by nature 


for the relief of thoſe who navigate in thoſe parts of Spaniſh 
and Britiſh America, that this port ſhall be allowed to be neu- 
tral to the ſubjects of his Catholic majeſty; who are to be ad- 
mitted in and out freely, to take in ſuch refreſhments as they 
may bein need of, as well as repairing their veſſels, paying the | 


current prices for every thing, and that they are not to be in- 


ſulted nor interrupted in their navigation by any veſſels belong- | 
ing to his Britannic majeſty, or his ſubjects or allies, from the | 

capes Caloche, on the coaſt of Campeche, and that of St. An- 
tonio to the weſtward of this iſland, nor from the Tortuga 


bank to this port ; and from hence till they get into the latitude 


of 33 degrees north, till both their majeſties a to the —— 


trary. . Refuſed,” 


V. Th at the effects detained in this city: belonging to the 
| merchants of Cadiz, which have arrived here in the different | 
regiſter ſhips, and in which are intereſted all the European na- 
tions, a ſufficient paſſport ſhall be granted to the ſupercargoes | 
: thereof, 8 they ay: freely remit the ſame with the regiſter | 


ſhips, 


No. Xl A P ND 1 

0 ſhips, without running the riſque of being inſulted | in their paſ- | ö 
. ſage.—* Refuſed.” | 4! 
: VI. That thoſe civil or other officers, who have had charge Lo 
5 of the management of the adminiſtration and diſtribution of the 10 
0 royal treaſure, or any other affair of a peculiar nature from 1 
a his Catholic majeſty, they are to be left with the free uſe of 11 
n all thoſe papers which concern the diſcharge of their duty, It 
's with free liberty to carry them to Spain for that purpoſe; and 10 | 
$ the ſame ſhall be res with the managers of the royal | | 
N company in this city. «All public papers to be delivered to | ; 
5 « the ſecretaries of the admiral. and general for inſpection, if | 
je « which ſhall be returned to his Catholic majeſty's officers, if | 
ir « not found neceſſary for the government « of the iſland.” | Mi 

5 e (Signed) ALBEMARLE. 0 
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with all their money and effects, in order to proceed to ſome 


other port belonging to Spain, in doing which they will oblige 
themſelves, that, during their navigation to their deſtined port, 


they ſhall not attack any veſſels belonging to his Britannic maje. 


ſty, his ſubjects or allies. Likewiſe liberty ſhall be granted to 
the marines and ſhips crews, with their officers, to go on board 


the ſaid ſhips, and carry with them the effects and money in 
the city belonging to his Catholic majeſty. 


c The marquis 


c of Real Tranſporte, with his officers, ſailors and marines, 28 


« making part of the garriſon, ſhall be treated in every reſpect 
« as the governor and regular troops. All ſhips in the Havan- 
« nal, and all money and effects belonging to his Catholic | 


ci majeſty, ſhall be delivered up to perſons appointed by Sir 
7 George Pocock and the earl of Albemarle.” | 


III. That the Roman Catholic religion ſhall be maintained 


and preſerved in the ſame manner as it has hitherto been in all 
the dominions belonging to his Catholic majeſty 3 and the diffe- 


rent orders, colleges and univerſities remain in the full enjoy. 
ment of all their rights.“ Granted.” 


IV. That, in conſideration that this port is ſituated by nature 


for the relief of thoſe who navigate in thoſe parts of Spaniſh 
and Britiſh America, that this port ſhall be allowed to be neu- 
tral to the ſubjects of his Catholic majeſty ; who are to be ad- 


mitted i in and out freely, to take in ſuch refreſhments as they | 
may be in need of, as well as repairing their veſſels, paying the 
current prices for every thing, and that they are not to be in- 
ſulted nor interrupted in their navigation by any veſſels belong- ! 

ing to his Britannic majeſty, or his ſubjects or allies, from the 
capes Caloche, on the coaſt of Campeche, and that of St. An- | 
tonio to the weſtward of this iſland, nor from the Tortuga 


bank to this port; and from hence till they get into the latitude 


0 33 degrees north, till both their mazeſtics agree to the con- 


trary. . Refuſed.” 
1 That che effects detained in this city belonging to the 


| merchants of Cadiz, which have arrived here in the different 
regiſter ſhips, and in which are intereſted all the European na- 
tions, a ſufficient paſſport ſhall be granted to the ſupercargoes | 
" thereof, that they may freely re remit the lame with the regiſter 


ſhips, 


„ a WO ads 
ſhips, without running the riſque of bein 8 inſulted 1 in their paſ- 


ſage. — Refuſed.” re 


VI. That thoſe civil or other 3 who have had charge 
of the management of the adminiſtration and diſtribution of the 
royal treaſure, or any other affair of a peculiar nature from 
his Catholic majeſty, they are to be left with the free uſe of 
all thoſe papers which concern the diſcharge of their duty, 
with free liberty to carry them to Spain for that purpoſe; and 
the ſame ſhall be underſtood with the managers of the royal 
All public papers to be delivered to 
« the ſecretaries of the admiral and general for inſpection, 
« which ſhall be returned to his Catholic majeſty's officers, if 


company in this city. 


« not found neceflary for the government « of 
| | (Signed) 


Wk Manqune DEL RzaL TRANSPORTF: 
| Joan DE $ Fang. 
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the iſland.” 


AL BEMARLE. 
G. Pocoen. 
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AP P EN D 1 X 5 No. Il. 


No. XIII. e. 460% 


Hifraet 3 the principal articles of the definitive treaty _ Ne ad 
"friendſhip between his Britannic majeſty, the moſt Chriſtian king, | 
aud the bing of Spain; concluded at Paris the 10th day of 71 
bruary, 1763. To which the * 77 ee . on the 
* day. kt 


BE it known. to all thoſe to whom it halt or may in nay 
manner belong. It has pleaſed the Moſt High to diffuſe the 
fpirit of concord and union among the princes, whoſe diviſions 
had ſpread troubles in the four quarters of the globe. For this 
purpoſe the high contracting parties have named and appointed 
their reſpective ambaſſadors, his ſacred majeſty the king of 

Great Britain, John duke of Bedford; his facred majeſty the 
moſt Chriſtian king, Gabriel de Choiſeul duke of Praflin; his 
ſacred majeſty the Catholic king, Don Jerome marquis of n. 
maldi; his ſacred majeſty the moſt. Faithful king, Martin de 
Mello and Caſtro; who, having duly communicated to each 

other their full powers, have agreed upon the a, the te- 
p nor of which is as follows. _ | 

Article I. There ſhall be a Chriſtian, univerſal, and perpe- 
tual peace, as well by ſea as by land, and a fincere and conſtant 
friendſhip ſhall be re-eſtabliſhed between the before- mentioned 
ſovereigns; and a general oblivion of every thing that may have 
been done or committed before or fince the commencement of | 
the æra that is juſt ended, 
II. The former treaties concluded 8 the 1 
kingdoms are hereby renewed and confirmed in the beſt form, | 
and ſerve as the baſis of the preſent definitive treaty. 

III. The priſoners made on all fides, and the hoſtages carried 
away or given, during the war, ſhall be reſtored without ranſom, } 
each crown reſpectively paying the advances made for the ſub- | 
ſiſtence and maintenance of their priſoners, by the ſovereign of 
the country where they ſhall have been detained. 

IV. His moſt Chriſtian majeſty renounces all pretenſions 
which he has heretofore formed, or "might form to Nova Sco- 

tia, 


MW xm arr enDryX 


with all its dependencies, to the king of Great Britain: more- 


tia, or Acadia, in all its parts; and guarantees the whole of it, 


over, his moſt Chriſtian majeſty cedes and guarantees to his 


nd Britannic majeſty, in full right, Canada, with all irs dependen- 

g. ies, as well as the ifland' of Cape Breton, and all the other 

7 nds and coaſts in the Gulf and River of St. Lawrence, and in 

he general every thing that depends on the aid countries, lands, 
lands, and coaſts, with the ſovereignty, property, and poſſeſ- 

con, and all rights acquired by treaty or otherwiſe, which the 

A crown of France has had till now over the ſaid places. His Bri- 

be tannic majeſty, on his fide, agrees to grant the liberty of Wo: 

96 Catholic religion to che inhabitants of Canada. 

ni v. The fubjects of France ſhall have the liberty of fiſting ad 

ed drying on a part of the evaſts'of the iſland of Newfoundland, 

or ach as it is ſpecified/in'the 13th article of the t. ea of Utrecht; 

we and his Britannic majeſty conſents to leave to the ſubjects of the 

= moſt Chriſtian king the liberty of fiſhing in the Gulf St. Law- 

a rence, on condition that the ſubjects of France do not exerciſe 

Ars the ſaid fiſhery, but at the diſtance of three egg from all the 

te. Ooaſts belonging to Great Britain. 5 

VI. The king of Great Britain 0 En ilands of M Pierre | 

de. ind Miquelon, in full right to his moſt Chriſtian majeſty, to 

A ſerve as ſhelter to the French fiſhermen; and his moſt Chriſtian , | 


VII. In order to re-eſtabliſh peace on ſolid and durable foun- 


0 ations, and to remove for ever all ſubject of diſpute with regard 
so the limits of the Britiſni and French territories on the conti- 


nent of America, Ht is' agreed that, for the future, the confines 
nie between the dominions of the reſpective crowns in that part of 
"3 the world ſhall be fixed irrevocably by a line drawn along the 
5 


ſub. middle of the Miſſiſſippi, from its ſource to the river Iberville, 
| and from thence by a line drawn along the middle of this river, 
and the lakes Maurepas and Pontchartrain to the ſea; and for 


and port of the Motil and every thing which be e polleſſed on. 


majeſty engages not to fortify the faid iſlands, to erect no build- 
ings upon them but merely for the convenience of the fiſhery, 
and to keep upon them a guard of fifty men only for the police. 


the - 


this purpoſe the moft Chriſtian king cedes in full right the river 
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A r E N i * No. XIIl 


the left ſide of the river Miſſiffippi, except che town of Ney 


Orleans, and the iſland in which it is ſituated. 
VIII. The king of Great Britain ſhall reſtore to France the 
iſlands of Guadaloupe, of Marie-Galante, of Deſirade, of 


 Martinico, and Belleiſle; and the fortreſſes of theſe iſlands 
| ſhall be reſtored in the ſame condition they were in when they 


were conquered by the Britiſh arms. 


1X. The moſt Chriſtian king cedes and guarantees to bis Bri. | 
| tannic majeſty the iſlands of Grenada and of the Grenadines; 
and the partition of the iſlands called neutral is agreed and fined, 
ſo that thoſe of St. Vincent, Dominica, and Tobago, ſhall re. 
main in full right to Great Britain, and that of St. Lucia ſhall 
be delivered to France to enjoy the ſame likewiſe in full right, 


K. His Britannic majeſty reſtores to France the iſland of Go. 


3 ree; and his moſt Chriſtian majeſty cedes:to Great Britain the 


river Senegal, with the forts and factories of St. Lewis, Podor, 
and Galam. | 
XI. In the Eaſt Indies, Great Britain hall 2 855 to France 
the different factories which that crown poſſeſſed on the coaſt} 
of Coromandel and Malabar, as alſo, in Bengal, at the beginning 
of the year 1749: His moſt Chriſtian majeſty ſhall reſtore, on 


His fide, all that he may have , conqurrelt; in the Aan Indies 
during the preſent war. 


XII. The iſland of Minorca ſhall he Ee to his Btitannic 


majeſty as well as Fort St. Philippe; and the town and port of 

Dunkirk ſhall be put into the ſtate fixed by the laſt chat off 
Aix la Chapelle. | 
XIII. His Britannic majofty ſhall 3 to be demoliſhed all 
| the fortifications which his ſubjects ſhall have erected i in the Bay! 


of Honduras; and his Catholic majeſty ſhall not permit; on any 


| pretence whatever, the Britiſh ſubjects to be diſturbed i in their 


occupation of cutting, loading, and carrying away logwood. 


XIV. The king of Great Britain reſtores to Spain all the ter 
ritory which he has conquered i in the land of Cuba, with the 
7; fortreſs of the Havannaz and, in conſequence, of this reſtitution | 
his Catholic majeſty cedes to Great Britain Florida, with Fork 


St. Hugultites and the bay of Penſacalay as wel as * 
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No. BE: A ENDL IA 
Spain poſſeſſed on the continent of North America, to the eaſt 


and to the ſouth-eaſt of the river Miſſiffippi. 


XV. There is a reciprocal reſtoration, on all fides; of the 
conqueſts made in Germany and Portugal. 


XVI. The deciſion of the prizes, made in time of peace by the 


ſubjects of Great Britain on the Spaniards, ſhall be referred to 


the courts of juſtice of the Admiralty of Great Britain, conform- 
able to the rules eſtabliſned among all nations; ſo that the va- 
lidity of the ſaid prizes between the Britiſh and Spaniſh nations 
ſhall be decided and judged according to the law of nations, 


and according to treaties in the courts of juſtice of the nation 


who ſhall have made the capture. 


No. XIV. (P. 338.) 


Ahtract of the Daloratin | pin and delivered by Prince M afſe= 
rano, ambaſſador extraordinary from his Catholic majefly, dated 
the 22d Fanuary, 1171; which was the ſame day accepted. by 


the earl of Rochford, one of his . 5 principal ſecretaries of 


fate. 


Hs Britannic majeſty having complained of the violerice 
which was committed on the foth of June, 15770, at the iſland 


commonly called the Great Malouine, and by the Engliſh Falk- 
land's Hand, in obliging by force the commander and ſubjects 
of his Britannic majeſty to-evacuate the port by them called Eg- 
mont; a ſtep offenſive to the honour of his crown the prince 


de Maſſerano has received orders to declare, that his Catholic 


majeſty confidering the deſire with which he is animated for 
peace, and for the maintenance of good harmony with his Bri- 


tannic majeſty, and reflecting that this event might interrupt it, 
has ſeen with diſpleaſure this expedition tending to diſturb it; 
and in the perſuaſion, in which he is, of the reciprocity of ſen- 
timents of his Britannic majeſty, and of its being far from his 
ſentiments to authorize any thing that might diſturb the good 


underſtanding between the two. courts; his Catholic majeity 


does diſavow the ſaid violent enterprize, and in conſequence, the 
Prince Maſſerano declares, that his Catholic majeſty engages to 


Vok. IV. 3 P pn Be | 
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492 A ND n Vo. xv, 
give immediate orders that things ſhall be reſtored in the Great | 
Malouine, at the port called Egmont, preciſely to the ſtate in 
which they were before the 10th of June, 14 ;0: for which 

_ purpoſe his Catholic majeſty will give orders to one of his offi. 
cers to deliver up, to the officer authorized by his Britannic 
majeſty, the port and fort called Egmont, with all the artillery, 
ſtores, and effects of his Britannic majeſty and his ſubjects. The 
prince de Maſſerano declares at the ſame time in the name of 
the king his maſter, that the engagement to reſtore the poſſeſ. 
ſion of Port Egmont, cannot nor ought any ways to affect the 
queſtion of the prior right of ſovereignty of the Malouine 
lands, other wiſe called Falkland's lands. 1 


No. XV. (2. 340.) 


The Pre tefl of - FR Lond: aa an 1 to his aN to e. 
turn thanks for his firm und ſpirited conduct in demanding ſa- 
tigſaction for the violent enterprize againſt Falklands Hands. 


 DISSENTIENT, I. Becauſe it is highly unſuitable to the 
_ wiſdom and gravity of this houſe, and to the reſpect which we 
| owe to his majeſty and ourſelves, to carry up to the throne an 
_ addreſs, approving the acceptance of an imperfect inſtrument, | 
which has neither been previouſly authorized by any ſpecial full | 
powers produced by the Spaniſh miniſter, nor been as yet rati- | 
fied by the king of Spain. If the ratification on the part of 
| Spain ſhould be refuſed, the addreſs of this hauſe will appear | 
no better than an act of precipitate adulation to miniſters; | 
which will juſtly expoſe the peerage of the kingdom to the in- 
gon of their country, and to the deriſion of all Europe. 
II. Becauſe it is a direct inſult on the feelings and under- 
ſtanding of the people of Great Britain, to approve this declara | 
tion and acceptance, as a means of fecuring our own and the 
general tranquillity, whilſt the greateſt preparations lor war 
are making both by ſea and land. *' | "my 
I. Becauſe, from the declaration and e laid 


before us, we are of opinion that the miniſters merit the cenſure 
1 of | 
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of this houſe, rather than any degree of commendation, on ac- 


count of ſeveral improper acts, and equally improper omiſſions, 
from the beginning to the cloſe of this tranſaction: for it is aſ- 
ſerted by the Spaniſh miniſters that ſeveral diſcuſſions had paſ- 


ſed which might give the Britiſh miniſters reaſon to foreſce the 


attack upon that ſettlement that was afterwards made by the 


forces of Spain. Captain Hunt alſo arriving from them gave 
them the ſame intimations; yet ſo obſtinately negligent and ſu- 


pine were his majeſty's miniſters, tbat they did not even make 


a ſingle repreſentation to the court of Spain; which might have 


prevented the injury, and faved the enormous expence, and 
manifold hardſhips, which the nation has ras in preparing 


to reſent it. 


IV. Becauſe the negotiation cn into 3 K too late, was 
from the commencement conducted on principles as diſadvan- 
tageous to the wiſdom of our public councils, as it was finally 


concluded in a manner diſgraceful to the crown of Great Bri- 

tain; for it appears that the court of Madrid did diſavow the 
act of hoſtility, as proceeding from particular inſtructions, but 
juſtified it under her general inſtructions to her governors ; un- 
der the oath by them — and OF the citabliſhed laws of 


America. 
V. Becauſe nothing "UN been had or ended as a repara- 
tion in damage for the enormous expence and other inconve- 


niencies, ariſing from the unprovgked and confeſſed violence of 
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the Spaniſh forces in the enterprize againſt Falkland 8 Tang, : 


and the long ſubſequent delay of juſtice. 
VI, Becauſe an unparalleled and moſt audacious inſult has 
been offered to the honour of the Britiſh flag, by the detention 


of a ſhip of war of his majeſty's, for twenty days after the ſur- 
render of Port Egmont, and by the indignity of forcibly taking 


away her rudder. No reparation in honour is demanded for 


this wanton inſult, by which his majeſty” s reign is rendered the 


unhappy ra in which the honour of the Britiſh fl flag has dr 


fered the firſt ſtain with entire impunity. 
VII. Becauſe the declaration by which his majeſty i is to ob. 
tain poſſeſſion of Port Egmont, contains a reſervation or con- 
dition, of the queſtion, of the claim of Prior right, being the 
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firſt time ſuch a claim has ever authentically appeared in any 


public inſtrument concluded on by the two courts. 
The aboye was a gned by lixteen peers. 


No. XVI. (P. 149). 
An account of the Naval Review at Portſmouth, in Tee 1773. 


EARLY in the morning on Tueſday the 22d inſtant, the 


king ſet out from Kew for Portſmouth, and being arrived at 


Portſea Bridge, between ten and eleven the ſame morning, was 


received by a royal | ſalute of 21 guns. His majeſty then pro- 
ceeded to the firſt barrier, when Major-general Parker, who 


commanded the garriſon during the royal reſidence at Portſ. 
mouth, delivered the keys to the king, who was pleaſed to re- 


turn them. On his majeſty's entering the Grand- port Gate, 


he was ſaluted by a triple diſcharge of 2 32 pieces of cannon 


mounted on the ramparts of Portſmouth, at Blackhouſe Fort, 
and at South- Sea Caſtle. His majeſty proceeded through the 
town out of the Water-gate to the dock-yard, and arrived at 
the commiſiioner's houſe ten minutes before eleven o'clock, 
where he was received by the preſident of the council, and ſe. 
veral ather of the great officers of ſtate, the commiſſioners of 


the Admiralty , and the three admirals of the ſquadron at Spit- 


head. Thie officers and workmen belonging to the yard, gave 


three cheers as his majeſty entered, and then returned to their 


ſeveral employments. After his majeſty had taken ſome re- 
freſhment, he went to the governor's houſe, where be had a 
public levee, and then returning to the dock-yard, embarked 


at half an hour after one in a barge in which the royal ſtand- 
ard was immediately hoiſted, His majeſty then proceeded to 
Spithead, attended by the barge of the Board of Admiralty, 


with the flag of their office, the three admirals with their flags, 
and all the captains « of the fleet with their pendants in their 
| barges. As his majeſty paſſed the garriſon he was ſaluted by 


twenty-one guns from the Blockhouſe Fort, Saluting Platform 
and South-Sea Caſtle. When the royal ſtandard was ſeen by 


the fleet at Spithead, conſiſting of twenty ſhips of the line, two 
frigates, and chr ee open moored in two lines abreaſt of each 


other, 
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other, the whole manned ſhips, and ſaluted with twenty-one 


guns each. The king went on board the Barfleur of ge guns, 
where he was received by the Board of Admiralty, the captain 
being at the head of the accommodation ladder, and the tide 


manned by the lieutenants of the ſhips. As ſoon as his majeſty 
paſſed the guard of mar' nes on the quarter-deck, the flag of 
the lord high admiral, which was then flying, was” ſtruck, and 
the royal ſtandard hoiſted at the main-top-maſt head, the lord 


high admirab's flag at the fore-top-maſt head, and the union 


flag at the mizen-top-maſt head : on the right of which all the 


ſhips, except the Barfleur, ſaluted with twenty-one guns each. 


The ſhips being cleared as for action, and the officers and men 
at their reſpective quarters, his majeſty, after the nobility who | 
came off upon this occaſion, and the flag officers had paid their 
duty to him on the quarter deck, walked fore and aft on the 


lower gun-deck, and took. a view of the whole. His majeſty 


then dined on board the Barfleur, and after dinner went into 
the Auguſta yacht, and after making the circle of the fleet, 


ſailed into the harbour. Similar ceremonies were repeated du- 


ring the four following days, in which time the king made ſe- 


veral naval promotions, knighted many admirals, and diſtri- 
buted money to the ſailors and workmen. | 
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LIST of the FRENCH Fleet in 1778. 


Ships. 


B. La Bretagne, 
La Ville de Paris, 
Lee St. Eſprit, 
- La Couronne, 
\ Le Duc de Burgogne, 80 
L Orient, | 
Le Magnifique, 
L'Intrepide, = 
Le Sceptre, 
Le Palmier, 
Le Defenſeur, 
_ Le Diademe, 


Le Zodiaque, 


Le Minataure, 
Le Robuiſte, 
Le Citoyen, 

Le Six Corps, 

Le Diligent, 

Lie Glorieux, 


Le Conquerant, 


Le Tonnant, 
Le Languedoc, 
LActif, 


Le Bien Aimé, 


Lie Guerrier, 

L Hector, 
Le Fendant, 
Le Zele, 

Le Protecteur, 
Le Marſeillois, 


Guns. 
110 


$0 


80 


1 6 


74 
74 


74 


74 


74 
74 
74 
74 


74 


74 


BEL 
74 


80 


80 


74. 
74 


74 


N 


74 


74 
N 
- 7 


No. Vn. 


B. J gn 10 Bros T. Toulon, R. Roch fort, md LO. L' Orient. 


Ships. Guns. 
T. Le Cæſar, 74 
La Bourgogne, 74 
Le Souverain, 7 
Le Deſtin, 74 
I' Altier, 64 
Le Lion, 64 
Le Vaillant, | 64 
B.La Pourvoyeure, 40 
La Conſolante, 40 
La Belle Poulle, 32 
I' Amphitrite, 1 
La Dedaigneuſe, 42 
La Tourterelle, * 
La Malicieuſe, "42 
La Licorne, I 
Le Zephir, 32 
I' Aigrette, 0 
L' Oiſeau, 32 
La Tolle, 32 
Le Dauphin, 70 
Le Northumberland, 78 
La Protee, 64 
Loe Sphinx, 64 
Le Vengeur, 64 
Le Solitaire, 64 
L' Union, 64 
Le Brilliant, 64 
L' Actionnaire, 64 


L'Indien, | 
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Il 
| Ships. Guns. © Hips. 
B. LIndien, ; | -64 B. Le David, 
Le Roland, 64 L'Elephant, 
I Alexandre, 64 La Fortune, 
Le Bizarre, 64 La Seine, 
11. Le Reflechi, 64 La Menagerie, 
Le Triton, 64 L. Etoile, 
La Provence, 564 La Tampane, 
| fe Fantaſque, 64 La Porteuſe, 
Le Hardi, 64 L Ecluſe, 
| Le Caton, 64 La Bouſſole, 
6 L' Amphion, 50 Le Compas, 
| Le Fier 1 L'Eſturgeon, 
l R. L'Arteſien, . 64 8 | La Danae, 
R Le Reſolu, | 64 La Mouche, 
5 Le St. Michel, 64 LeEnjouee, 
= Le Bourdelois 50 LUO. Le Triton, 
L'Hippopotame, 50 T. La Cagnelle, 
5 LO. Le Flamand, 60 UW Atalante, 
ö T. Le Sagittaire, 50 La Precieuſe, 
K ILImperieu n, 32 Ua Sultane, 
. ; L'Envieux, e 32 La Chimere, ; 13 
I La Terpfichore, 32 L'Engageante, 
I _ La Comets, © 1 Lia Graciens, 
15 La Diligente, 26 La Pleiade, 
5 B. Le Renomee, 30 La Fine, 
2 La Sibylle, 19 I kope, 
2 L'Indiſcrete, ' ' 30  _ L!/Anrore,' 
8 Li Senne ĩ 1 oe, 
8 La Legere, 26 La Mignone, 
1 L'Iafidelle, 26 [L'Amelone, 
4 La Sincere,  : 26 L' Aimable, 
f ILInconſtante, 1 N. L' Ecole, 
4 La Bondeuſe,, 26 Le Courrier, 
4 La Blanche, 46 La Nourrice, 
4 La Thetis, 24 La Barbue, 
4 UFtourdi, 29 La Coriſante, 


ien, La Coulifle, 28 Le Solomon, 
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In all 67 capital veſſels, 49 frigates, beſides a great number of 
advice-boats, prames, pinks, xebeques and bomb-ketches, 
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On the 3oth December, the Duke of Bolton delivered to his Maj 2 


hy, in his cloſet, at St. Lakes the . Memorial of 15 


Aamirals. 
To TAE KING. 


WE the ſubſcribing admirals of your Majeſty's royal navy, 


having hitherto on all occaſions ſerved your Majeſty with zeal | 
and fidelity, and being deſirous of devoting every action of our 
lives, and our lives themſelves to your Mijeſty's ſervice, and 
the defence of our country, think ourſelves indiſpenſibly bound 
by our duty to that ſervice and that country, with all 25 


humility, to repreſent to your wiſdom and juſtice, 


That Sir Hugh Palliſer, vice-admiral of the Blue, lately ſer- 


ving under the command of the honourable Auguſtus Keppel, 


did prefer certain articles of accuſation, containing ſeveral mat- 
ters of heinous offence againſt his ſaid commander in chief, to 
the lords commiſſioners for executing the office of lord high 
admiral of Great Britain, be the ſaid Sir Hugh Palliſer being 


himſelf a commiſſioner in the ſaid commiſſion. This accuſation 


he the ſaid Sir Hugh Palliſer with-held from the twenty-ſeventh 
day of July laſt, the time of the ſuppoſed offences committed, 
until the ninth day of this preſent December, and then brought 
forward for the purpoſe of recrimination againſt charges conjec- | 
tured by him the faid Sir Hugh OREN, but which in fact were 
never made. | 
That the commiſſioners of the Andries: near five white 
after the pretended offences aforeſaid, did receive from their ſaid | 
_ colleague in office, the charge made by him againſt his faid | 


commander, and without taking into conſideration the relative 


fituation of the accuſer and the party accuſed, or attending to 
the avowed motives of the adculfation, or the length of time ot 
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3 or the occaſion of making the ſame, and without 
any other deliberation whateyer, did, on the very ſame day on 
which the charge was preferred, and without previous notice 


to the party accuſed of an intention of making a charge againſt | 
him, give notice of their intending that a court=-martial ſhould 


be held on the ſaid Admiral Kcppel, after forty years of meri- 
torious ſervice, and a variety of actions in which he had exert- 
ed eminent courage and conduct, by which the honour and 


power of this nation, and the glory of the Britiſh flag, had 
been maintained and increaſed in various parts of the world. 


We beg leave to expreſs to your Majeſty our concern at- this 
proceeding, and to repreſent our apprehenſions of the difficul- 
ties and diſcouragements which will inevitably ariſe to your ſer- 


vice therefrom z and that | it will not be eaſy for men, attentive 
to their honour, to ſerve your Majeſty, particularly i in fituations 
of principal command, if the practice now ſtated to your Ma- 


jeſty be countenanced, or the principles upon which the ſame 


has been ſupported | ſhall prevail with any lord high admiral, or 
with any commiſſioner for executing that office, 0 
We are humbly of opinion, that a criminal charge againſt an 


officer (riſing in importance according to the rank and command 


of that officer) which ſuſpends his ſervice to your Majeſty, per- 
haps i in the moſt critical exigencies of the public affairs, which 
calls his reputation into doubt and diſcuſſion, which puts him 


on trial for his life, profeſſion and reputation, and which, in its 
conſequences, may cauſe a fatal ceſſation in the naval exertions 
of the kingdom, to be a matter of the moſt ſerious nature, and 


never to be made by authority but on ſolid ground, and on ma- 


ture deliberation. The honour of an officer is his moſt preci- 


ous poſſeflion and beſt qualification; the public have an intereſt 
in it; and whilſt thoſe under whom we ſerve countenance accu- 


ſation, it is often impoſſible perfectly to reſtore military fame by 
the mere acquittal of a court-martial. Imputations made by 
high authority remain long and affect deeply. The ſphere of 


action of commanders in ehief is large, and their buſineſs intri- 
cate, and ſubject to great variety of opinion; and before they 


are to be put on the judgment of others for acts done upon 
their diſcretion, the greateſt diſcretion ought to be employed. 


Vor IV. 3Q | Whether 
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Whether the Board of Admiralty hath by law any ſuch diſcre- 
tion, we, who are not of the profeſſion of the law, cannot po- 
ſitively aſſert; but if we had conceived that this Board had no 
legal uſe of their reaſon in a point of ſuch delicacy and import- 
ance, we ſhould have known on what terms we ſerved. But 


we never did imagine it poſſible, that we were to receive orders 


from, and be accountable to thoſe who, by law, were reduced 


to become paſſive inſtruments to the poſſible malice, ignorance, 


or treaſon of any individual who might think fit to difarm his 


Majeſty's navy of its beft and higheſt officers. We conceive it 
_ diſreſpectful to the laws of our country to ſuppoſe them capable 


of ſuch manifeſt injuſtice and abſurdity. 
We therefore humbly repreſent, in behalf of public order, 


as well as of the diſcipline of the navy, to your Majeſty, the 


dangers of long concealed, and afterwards precipitately adopted 


charges, and of all recriminatory accuſations of ſubordinate 
officers againſt their commanders in chief; and particularly the 


miſchief and ſcandal of permitting men, who are at once in high 
civil office, and in fuberdinate military command, previous to 


their making fuch accuſations, to attempt to corrupt the pub- 


lic judgment, by the publication of libels on their officers in a 


common news-paper, thereby exciting mutiny in your Majeſty's | 
navy, as well as prejudicing the minds of thoſe who are to try 


the merits of the accuſation againſt the ſaid fuperior officer. 


HawkxEe, © Dis rer; 

Jon Moore, fan ee 
BoLTON, , MarTHEW BAR Tox, 
SAMUEL GRAVES, Francis GEARY, 
Huck Picor, SHULDHAM, 


ROBERT HARLAND. CLARK Carrox. 
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January 30, 1779. 
This morning, at Half paſt ten o'clock, the court-martial were 


reſumed, and Admiral Keppel delivered the following ſpeech . 
The Drrxxck of Admiral REPPEL. 


S118, 


did I think of being brought to a court-martial to anſwer to 


Sir, have been advanced by my accuſer. Whether he has ſuc- 


ate 

the ceeded in proving them or not the court will determine. Before 
gh he brought me to a trial, it would have been candid in him to 
40 have given vent to his thoughts, and not by a deceptious ſhew 


the man who was my enemy in his heart, and was ſhortly to be 


betrayer of his country! Nay, during the time we were on 


even in his letters he approved of what had been done, of the 
part which he now condemns, and of the very negligent miſ- 
conduct, which has ſince been ſo offenſive in his eyes! 

Such behaviour, Sir, on the part of my accuſer, gave me 


I returned, his majeſty received me with the greateſt applauſe. 
Even the firſt lord of the Admiralty gave his flattering teſtimony 
| to the rectitude of my conduct, and ſeemed with vaſt ſincerity 
to applaud my zeal for the ſervice. Yet in the moment of ap- 


ArTER forty years ſpent in the ſervice of my country, little 


charges of miſconduct, negligence in the performance of duty, 
and tarniſhing the honour of the Britiſh navy. Theſe charges, 


my accuſer. Yet, Sir, after all my miſconduct; after ſo much 
negligence in the performance of duty, and after tarniſhing ſo 
deeply the honour of the Britiſh navy, my accuſer made no 
ſcruple to ſail a ſecond time with the man who had been the 


ſhore, he correſponded with me on terms of friendſhip, and 


little reaſon to apprehend an accuſation from him. Nor had L 
any reaſon to ſuppoſe that the ſtate would criminate me. When 


probation, it ſeems as if a ſcheme was concerting againſt my 


1 8 life; 


. 


of kindneſs to lead me into the miſtake of ſuppoſing a friend in 
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life; for, without any previous notice, five articles of a 88 
were exhibited againſt me by Sir Hugh Palliſer, who, moſt un- 


fortunately for his cauſe, lay himſelf under an imputation of 
diſobedience of orders, at the very time when he accuſed me of 


_ negligence! This to be {ure was a very ingenious mode of getting 
the ſtart of me. An accuſation exhibited againſt a commander 
in chief might draw off the public attention from neglect of 
duty in an inferior officer. I could almoſt wiſh, in pity to my 


accuſer, that appearances were not ſo ſtrong Sat him. Be. 


fore the trial commenced, I actually thought that my accuſer 


might have ſome tolerable reaſons for his conduct. But from 


the evidence, even as adduced to account for the behaviour of 
the honourable gentleman i in the afternoon of the 27th of July, 


from that evidence I fay, Sir, I find that I was miſtaken. The 
trial has left my accuſer without excuſe, and he now cuts that 


| ſort of figure ras I truſt i in God, all accuſers of f innocence 
will ever exhibit! | | : 
I have obſerved, 80. that the opinions of officers of diffe 
rent ranks have been taken. I truſt that the court will indulge | 
me with the ſame liberty, in the evidence for my defence. Some 


have refuſed to give their opinions. I thought 1 it ſtrange, as Plain 
ſpeaking, and a full Pee are the beſt of evidences it in 2 


%. 


I would wiſh, Sir, the court to conſider, that in all great 


| naval, as well as military operations, unleſs the deſign be fully 


known, the ſeveral manceuvres may have a ſtrange appearance, 


Maſters have been called to give their opinions on the higher 
departments of command. Higher authorities ſhould have been 


taken. Such authorities are not ſcarce, for I am happy to ſay, 
there never was a country ſerved by naval officers of more bra- 
very, {kill and gallantry, than England can boaſt at preſent. As 
to this court, I entreat you, gentlemen, who' compoſe it, to 
recollect, that you ſit here as a court of honour, as well as a 
court of juſtice, and I now ſtand before you, not merely to ſave 
my life, but for a Purpoſe of infinitely greater moment—to 
clear my fame. _ 

My accuſer, Sir, has not been a little miſtaken i in his notions 


. 


8 *&- 


15 accuſed 


of the any of a commander i in chief, or he would never have | 


* 
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accuſed me in the manner he has done. During action ſubordi- 


nate officers either are (or they ought to be) too attentive to 
their own duty to obſerve the manceuvres of others. In general 
engagements it is ſcarcely poſſible for the ſame objects to appear 
in the ſame point of view to the commanders of two different 
ſhips. The point of ſight may be different. Clouds of ſmoke 
may obſtruct the view. Hence will ariſe the difference in the 


opinions of officers as to this or that manceuvre, without any 


intentional partiality. Whether I have conceived objects in ex- 


act correſpondence with the truth; whether I have viewed 


them unſkilfully, (or, as my accuſer has been pleaſed to term it, 


unofficer-like), theſe are matters which remain to be determined.. 


can only ſay, that what Sir Hugh Palliſer has imputed to me 
as negligence, was the effect of deliberation and choice. I will 


add, that I was not confined in my powers when I failed; I 
had ample diſcretion to act as I thought proper for the defence 
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of the kingdom. I manceuvred; I fought; I returned; I did 


wy beſt. If my abilities were not equal to the taſk, I have the 


conſolation to think, that I did not ſolicit, nor did I bargain for 
the command, More than two years ago, in the month' of No- 
vember, 1776, 1 received a letter from the firſt lord of the 


marine department, wherein he obſerved, © That owing to mo- 
tions of foreign courts, it might be neceſſary to prepare a 


« fleet of obſervation.” My reply to this letter was, „That 


e was ready to receive any command from his majeſty, and I 


« begged to have the honour of an audience.” This requeſt 
was complied with. I was cloſetted, and I told the king, „ that 
J was willing to ſerve him as long as my health would per- 


« mit.” I heard no more until the month of March, 1778, at 
which time I had two or three audiences, and I told his maje- 


iy, that “ I had no acquaintance with his miniſters, but 1 


« truſted to his protection and zeal for the public good.” Here 

were no ſiniſter views; no paltry gratifications z I had nothing, 
I felt nothing but an earneſt defire to ſerve” my country. I even 
accepted the command in chief with reluctance. I was appre- 


henfive of not being ſupported at home. I foreſaw that the 


higher the command, the more liable was I to be ruined in my 


reputation. Even n my misfor tuner if I had ys might be con- 
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ſtrued into crimes. During forty years ſervice I have not re. 
ceived any particular mark of favour from the crown. I have 
only been honoured with the confidence of my ſovereign in 
times of public danger. Neither my deficiencies nor my miſ. 
conduct were ever before brought forward to the public. And 
it is now ſomewhat ſtrange, that ſo well acquainted as my ac- 


cuſer muſt have been with my deficient abilities, it is ſtrange, I 


 fay, Sir, that he ſhould be the very perſon who brought me the 
meſſage to take the command upon me; nay, further, Sir, he 
brought me that meſſage with great ſeeniing pleaſure! There 
was, or there was not reaſon at that time to doubt my ability, 
If there was reaſon, how could my accuſer wiſh me to accept 
a command for which I was diſqualified ? If there was not any 
reaſon to doubt my profeſſional abilities ſixteen months ago, 
I have given no reaſon why they ſhould be ſince called in 
queſtion. When I returned from the expedition, I did not 
complain of any thing. I endeavoured to ſtop all murmurings. 
I even truſted the firſt lord of the admiralty in the ſame manner 
as I would have done my moſt intimate friend. This might be 
imprudent. It might be dangerous. But, Sir, I am by nature 
open and unguarded, and little did I expect that traps would 
. artfully be laid to endeavour to catch me on the — of 
my own words, 

It was in the month of March, 1778, that I was told a fleet 
lay ready for me to command. When I reached Portſmouth I 
| ſaw but fix ſhips ready, and, on viewing even thoſe with a ſea- 

man's eye, I was not by any means pleaſed with their condition. 
Before I quitted Portſmouth, four or five more were ready, and 


I will do the perſons in office the juſtice to ſay, that from that 


time they uſed the utmoſt diligence in getting the fleet ready for 
ſervice. On the zoth of June I ſailed with twenty {hips of the 
line, and very fortunately fe!l in with the Belle Poule and other 


French frigates; and the letters and papers found on board 


them were of material ſervice to the ſtate. Captain Marſhall 


diſtingnithed himſeif with the greateſt honour. I confeſs that 


when I fell in with thoſe frigates I was at a loſs how to act. On 


the one hand II conceived the incident to be favourable to my 


country, and on the other | Wi as fearful that a 2 war with France 
and 
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and all its conſequences might be laid to my charge. For any 
thing I can tell this may yet be the caſe. It may be treaſured up 


to furniſh another matter for future accuſation. To this hour 


J have neither received official approbation or cenſure for my 
conduct. With twenty ſhips of the line I ſailed. Thirty-two 
ſkips of the line lay in Breſt water, beſides an incredible number 
of frigates. Was J to ſeek an engagement with a ſuperior force? 
I never did, nor ſhall I ever fear to engage a force ſuperior to 


the one I then commanded, or that I may hereafter command. 


But I well know what men and ſhips can do, and if the fleet I 
commanded had been deſtroyed, we muſt have left the French 


maſters of the fea, To refit. a fleet requires time. From the 
ſituation of affairs, naval ſtores: are not very foon ſupplied. 
Never did I experience ſo deep a melancholy as when I found N 
myſelf forced to turn my back on France! I quitted my ſtation, 


and courage was never put to ſo ſevere a trial. 

I was, permitted to fail a ſecond time, without receiving offi- 
cial praiſe or blame for the part Thad-a&ed. Theſe were dif- 
couraging circumſtances. But they did not diſturb my temper. 
My principal object was to get ready for ſea with all poſſible 
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hafte. I was ſurpriſed on my return to be threatened with the 


fate of Admiral Byng, ans I was ſtill more ons i to be 
charged with cowardice. 


With thirty ſhips of the line T- Cailed Girly 7 in July. The | 


French admiral ſailed from Breſt with thirty-two ſhips. I be- 


lieve that, when the fleets came in fight of each other, the 


French were not a little ſurpriſed to ſee me ſo ſtrong. I deſire 


not to throw the lighteſt imputation on the courage of the 
French admiral. I believe him to be a brave man, and one who 
had ſame particular reaſons ſor the line of conduct he purſued. 


I was determined, if poſſible, to bring the French to battle, as 


| had every reaſon to think, that their having avoided an en- 5 


gagement, when it was for four days in their power to attack 
me, was owing to their expecting ſome capital reinforcements. 
| therefore thought, that the ſooner I could engage them the 


better, efpecially as I knew that the principal fleets of our trade 


were daily expected in the Channel, and if the French fleets 


had been permitted to diſperſe without an action, our Eaſt and 
e „ WES. Weft 
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| the charge to the members of the court, As 1 it has been 8 denied 
in this inſtance, I muſt, and do ſubmit. 
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Weſt India fleets might have been intercepted, the convoys 
might have been cut off, and the ſtake of England might have 
been loſt. I beg leave to mention, that, in the reign of King 


William, the gallant Admiral Ruſſel was two months in ſight 
of a French fleet, and he could not poſſibly bring them to ac. 
tion. My being in ſight of the French fleet four days before 


the engagement, will not therefore appear to be ſo extraordi. 


nary as it has been repreſented, Had it not been for the fa. 


vourable change of wind on the morning of the 25th of July, 


could not have brought the French to action when I did. 


I am exceedingly ſorry, Sir, that the Admiralty have refuſed 


me the liberty of producing my inſtructions. In all former 


court-martials the inſtructions and orders have been ſent with 


Although on the 27th of July I fought and beat my enemy, 


and compelled him to take ſhelter by returning into port; yet 


the effort did by no means anſwer my wiſhes. I ruſhed on to 
| re-attack the enemy. Why I did not accompliſh my. deſign 


Will be ſeen in the evidence I'ſhall produce. I might, it is true, 


2 operations, which at that time would have been highly dan- | 
gerous. I could not think of attending to a court-martial, when 
greater objects were in view. _ 

_ With reſpect to the ſecond edition bf the Formidable . log 

book, it appears to have been fabricated rather for the purpoſe 

of exculpating the proſecutor than to criminate me. I ſhall 
therefore pals it over, and permit the gentleman to make the 
moſt of ſuch an exculpation. I cannot, however, be ſo civil to 


have chaced the three ſhips which were viſible on the e 
of the 28th of July, but with very little proſpect of ſucceſs, 
therefore choſe to return to Plymouth with my ſhattered mi 


to yet ready for ſea again; not; however, forgetting to leave 


two ſhips of the line to cruiſe for the protection of our trading 


Aeets, which, thank God, all arrived ſafe. 


On my return, Sir, I moſt cautiouſly avoided to 1 utter a 51 


lable of complaint, becauſe it might have ſuſpended our naval 


the alterations and additions in the log-book of the Robuſte. 
„ . 4% Captain 
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Captain Hood's conduct muſt have ſtruck the court; as I believe 
it did every perſon, except the proſecutor, with aſtoniſhment, 
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A great ſtreſs, Sir, has been laid on my letter to the Admi- 


ralty. There is a paſſage in it whert I ſeemed to approve the 
conduct of every officer in the fleet. The court will obſerve, 


that I was not in my letter to inform all Europe, that a vice- 


admiral under my command had been guilty of neglect, whilſt 


there remained a poſſibility of excuſe for his condut. As to 
court-martials, one very bad conſequence will; I am ſure; reſult 
froni this trial: it will terrify a commander in chief from ac- 


cepting a commiſſion; if he ſhould be liable to be brought to a 


trial by every ſubordinate officer. 


As I have touched on my letters, I will juſt obſerve, Sir, that 


the moſt diſagreeable taſk I ever experiericed was that of wri- 


ting my letter of the 3oth of July. . However, if I writ ill, 1 


am confident that I fought well; and the deſertion of the trade 


of France was evident froni the numbers of rich captures which 
we made: a number far exceeding any thing ever known in ſo 


ſhort a period | His majeſty noticed this in a ſpeech n the 
throne: 


Mr. Preſident, 1. now 450 that the jedgeradivente. may be 
directed to read the charge, and I will anſwer the ſeveral accu- 
: ſations. ; 


The REPLIES of Admiral Kxyouk 10 te Canes ei 5 


him. | 


The 2 of the Charger, contained i in the 2 article ir, 


THAT on the morning of the 27th of July, 1778, having | 
a fleet of thirty ſhips of the line under my command, and 


te being then in the preſence of a French fleet of the like nums 
« ber of ſhips of the line, 1 did not make the neceſſary peeps 


te rations for fight.“ 
To this I anſwer, That I have never underſtood orefiarationd 
for fight to have any other meaning in the language and under- 


ſtanding of ſeamen, than that each particular ſhip; under the di- 


rection and diſcipline of her owh officers; when in purſuit of art 


enemy, be in every ref] pect cleared and in readineſs for action; 
che contrary of which no admiral of a fleet, without a reaſonable. 
Vol. IV. 3 R 5 e cauſe; | 
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eth, will preſume: and as from the morning of che 24th, 
when the French fleet had got to windward, to the time of the 


action, the Britiſh fleet was in unremitting purſuit of them, it 


is {till more difficult to conceive that any thing more is meant 


by this charge, than what is 7 after conveyed by the 


charge that follows it, via. That on the fame morning of 


„ the 27th 1 did not put my fleet into line of battle, or into 


« any order proper cither for EY or attacking an enemy 
« of fuch force.” 

By the fecond part of chi chang 1 feel myſelf attacked in the 
exerciſe of that great and broad line of difcretion, which every 


officer, commanding either fleets or armies, is often obliged, both 


in duty ard conſcience, to exerciſe to the beſt of his judgment; 
and which, depending on circumſtances and fituations infinitely 


various, cannot be reduced to any pofitive rule of difcipline or 


practice: a difcretion which, I fubmit to the court, I was pe- 


- culiarly called upon, by the ſtrongeſt and beſt motives, to ex- 


erciſe, which | therefore did exerciſe, and which, in my public 


jetter to the Board of Admiralty, I openly avowed to have exer- 


ciſed. I admit, that, on the morning of the 27th of July, 1 


did not put my fleet into a line of battle, becauſe J had it not 


in my choice to do fo, conſiſtently with the certainty, or even 
the probability, of either giving or being given battle, and be- 
cauſe, if J had ſcrupulouſly adhered to that order, in which, if 
the election had been mine, I ſhould have chofen to have re- 
ceived or attacked a willing enemy, I ſhould have had no ene- 
my either to receive or attack. 


% 


I ſhall therefore, in anſwer to this charge, ſubmit to the 


court my reaſons for determining to bring the enemy to battle 
at all eveuts, and ſhall ſhew, that any other order than that in 
which my fleet was conducted, from my firft ſeeing them to 


the moment of the action, v was eee with ſuch deter- 


mination. 


In order to this I alt call the attention of the court to a re- 
troſpective view of the motions of the two fleets from their hrt | 


coming in fight of each other. 
On my firſt diſcovering the French fleet at one o'clock in the 


88 of the 23d of July, I made the neceſſary ſignals for | 
_ forming my fleet in the order of battle, which I effected towards 
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the evening, and brought to by ſignal, and lay till the morning, 
when perceiving that the French fleet had gained the wind 
during the night, and carried a preſſed ſail to preſerve it, I diſ- 
continued the fignal for the line, and made the general ſignal 


to chace to windward, in hopes that they would join battle with 
me, rather than ſuffer two of their capital ſhips to be entirely 


ſeparated from them, and give me a chance of cutting off a 
third, which had carried away a top-maſt in the night, and 
which, but for a ſhift of wind, I muſt have taken. In this, 


however, I was diſappointed; for they ſuffered two of them to 


go off altogether, and continued to make every uſe on the ad- 
vantage of the wind, 


This affiduous endeavour of the Pats: admiral to avoid 
coming to action, which, from his having the wind, was always 
in bis option, led me to believe that he expected a reinforce- 


ment. This reflection would alone have been ſufficient to de- 
termine me to urge my purſuit, in as collected a body as the 


nature of ſuch a purſuit would admit of, without the delay of 
the line, and to ſeize the firſt * of wengi on an 
engagement. 


But I had other reaſons no leſs urgent. | 
If by obſtinately adhering to the line of battle, I had ſuffer. 
ed, as I inevitably muſt, the French fleet to have dern ſeparated 


from me; and if, by ſuch ſeparation, the Engliſh convoys from 
the Eaſt and Weſt Indies, then expected home, had been cut 
off, or the coaſt of England had been inſulted, what would have 
been my fituation !—Sheltered under the forms of diſcipline, 1 


might perhaps have eſcaped puniſhment, but I could not have 


eſcaped cenſure. I ſhould neither have eſcaped the contempt 


of my fellow-citizens, nor the reproaches of my own conſcience, 
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| Moved by theſe important conſiderations, ſupported by the 


examples of Admiral Ruflel, and other great commanders, who, 
in ſimilar ſituations, had ever made ſtrict orders give way to 


reaſonable enterprize ; and particularly encouraged by the re- 


membrance of having myſelf ſerved under that truly great of- 


ficer, Lord Hawke, when, rejecting all rules and forms, he 
graſped at victory by an irregular attack, I determined not to 


loſe fight of the French fleet, by being out-ſailed from preſerv- 
ing the line of battle, but to keep my fleet as well collected as 
| could, and near enough to aſſiſt and act with each other, in 
1 R 2 cale 
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caſe a change of wind, or other favourable circumſtances, 
ſhould enable me to force the French fleet to action. | 

Such were my feelings and reflections when the day broke 
on the morning of the 27th of July, at which time the fleet 
under my command was in the following potition ; Vice-admiral 
Sir Robert Harland was about four miles diſtant, on the Vic- 
tory's weather-quarter, with moſt of the ſhips of his own divi- 
ſion, and ſome of thoſe belonging to the centre, Vice-admiral 
Sir Hugh Palliſer at about three miles diſtant, a point before 
the lee-beam of the Victory, with his mainſail up, which ob- 
liged the ſhips of his diviſion to continue under an ealy fail, 
The French fleet was as much to windward, and at as great 
2 diſtance as it had been the, preceding morning, ſtanding with 
a freſh wind at ſouth-weſt, cloſe hauled on the larboard tack, 
to all appearance avoiding me with the ſame e it eve 
bad done. 
At this time, therefore, 1 had no greater inducement to form 
the line, than J had the morning of the former day; and! 
could not have formed it without greatly increaſing my diſtance 
from the French fleet, contrary to that plan of operation, 
which I have already ſubmitted to the judgment of the court. 
Te Vice-admiral of the Blue next charges,“ That although 
dee my fleet was already diſperſed and in diſorder, I, by making 
ge the ſignal for ſeveral ſhips in bis divifion to chace to wind- 
« ward, increaſed the diſorder of that part of my fleet, and 
te that the ſhips were in conſequence more ſcattered than they 
“ had been the day before; and that, whilſt in this diforder, I 
advanced to, the enemy, and made the ſignal for battle.” Tr : 
In this part of the charge there is a ſtudious deſign to miſ- 
lead the underſtanding, and, by leaving out times and interme- 
diate events, to make the cranfations of halt a day appear but 
as one moment. It is, indeed, impoſſible to read it, without 
being poſſeſſed with the idea, that at half paſt five in the morn- | 
ing, when I made the ſignal for fix of the ſhips of the vice-ad- 
miral of the Blue's diviſion to chace to windward, 1 was in the 
immediate proſpect of cloſing with an enemy, approzching me 
in a regular line, and all their motions plainly indicating a deſign | 
to give wette end of which, both the fleets were on the 
_—  Jarboars 


then, I made the ſignal for battle. 
half an hour, and muſt have been owing to the enemy's falling to, 

leeward in performing their evolution during the ſquall, which 
we could not ſee, and by that means produced this ſudden and 
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| larboard tack, the enemy's fleet near three leagues, if not more, 


to windward, going off cloſe by the wind with a prefled ſail.— 
My reaſon, therefore, for making that ſignal, at half paſt five, 
was to collect as many ſhips to windward as I could, in order 
to ſtrengthen the main body of the fleet, in caſe I ſhould be 


able to get to action, and to fill up the interval between the 
Victory and the vice-admiral, which was occaſioned by his be- 


ing far to leeward; and it 1s plain that the Vice-admiral muſt 
have himſelf underſtood the object of the ſignal, ſince it has apy 
peared in the courſe of the evidence, that on its being made, 


the Formidable ſet her main-ſail, and let the reefs out of her 
top-ſail; and, indeed, the only reaſon why it was not originally 
made for the whole diviſion, was, that they muſt have then 
chaſed as a diviſion, which would have retarded the beſt go- 


ing ſhips by an attendance on the vice-admiral. 
Things were in this ſituation, when, at half paſt nine, the 


French admiral tacked, and wore his whole fleet, and ſtood to 


the ſouthward, on the ſtarboard tack, cloſe hauled ; but the 
wind immediately after they wore about, coming more ſouther- 


ly, I continued to ſtand on till a quarter paſt ten, at which 
Soon after 
we wore about, on the ſtarboard tack, the wind came two 
points in our favour to the weſtward, which enabled us to lie 
up for a part of them; but in a dark ſquall that ſoon after 
came on, I loſt ſight of the enemy for above half an hour, and 
when it cleared away at eleven o'clock, I diſcovered the French = 
fleet had changed their poſition, and were endeavouring to 
form the line on the larboard tack, which finding they could 
not effect without coming within gun-ſhot of the van of the 


time I tacked the Britiſh fleet together by ſignal. 


Britiſh fleet, they edged down, and fired on my headmoſt ſhips, as 
they approached them on the contrary tack, at a quarter after 
eleven, which was inſtantly returned; and then, and not till 
All this en! in about 


unexpected opportunity of engaging them, as they were near 
chree leagues a-head of me when the ſquall came on. 


If, 
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If, W by making the ſignal for the line of battle, 
when the van of my fleet was thus ſuddenly getting within 
reach of the enemy, and well connected with the centre, az 


my accuſer himſelf has admitted, I had called back the vice- ad- 


miral of the Red, the French fleet might either have formed 
their line compleat, and have come down upon my fleet while 
in the confuſion of getting into order of battle, or (what I had 


ſtill greater reaſon to apprehend) might have gone off to wind. 
ward out of my reach altogether; for even as it was, the ene. 


my's van, inſtead of coming cloſe to action, kept their wind, 


and paſſed hardly within random ſhot. 


My accuſer, next alſerts, as an aggravation of his former 
charge, 


„ That the French fleet was in a regular line on that tack 


ce which approached the Britiſh fleet, all their motions plainly 


cc indicating a deſign to give battle.“ 


Both which facts have already been contradifted by the teſti. 
mony of even his own witneſſes : that the enemy's fleet was not 
in a regular line of battle, appeared by the French admiral be. 
ing out of his ſtation, far from the centre of his line, and next, | 
or very near, to a ſhip carrying a vice-admirals flag, and from 
ſome of their ſhips being a-breaſt of each other, and in one, 
as they paſſed the Engliſh fleet, with other apparent marks of 


irregularity. Indeed every motion of the French fleet, from 


about nine, when it went upon the ſtarboard tack, till the mo- 
ment of the action, and even during the action itſelf, I appre- 


hend to be deciſive againſt the alledged indication of deſigning 
battle; for if the French admiral had really deſigned to come 


to action, I apprehend he never would have got his fleet on the 


contrary tack to that on which the Britiſh fleet was coming up 


to him, but would have ſhortened ſail and waited for it, form- 
ed in the line on the ſame tack; and even when he did tack 
towards the Britiſh fleet, the alledged indication is again direct- 


Iy refuted, by the van of the French fleet hauling their wind 


again, inſtead of bearing down into action, and by their hoiſting | 
no colours when they began to engage. 


| Notwithſtanding theſe incontrovertible truths my ceculer im- 
putes it ta me that a general engagement was not brought on; 
b 9 e but 
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but it is evident from the teſtimony of every witneſs he has cal- 
led, that a general engagement was never in my choice; and 
that ſo far from its being prevented by my not having formed 
the line of battle, no engagement, either general or partial, 
could have been brought on if I had formed it; indeed it is a 


contradiction in terms to ſpeak of a general engagement, where 


the fleet that has the wind, tacks to PR the fleet to leeward 
on the contrary tack. 


Such was the manner, in which, after 800 days purſuit, T 
was at laſt enabled by a favourable ſhift of wind to cloſe with 


the fleet of France; and if I am juſtifiable on principle in rhe 


exerciſe of that diſcretion. which I have been ſubmirting to 
your judgment, of bringing, at all events, an unwilling enemy 


to battle, I am certainly not called upon to defcend to all the 
minutize of confequences reſulting from ſuch enterprize, even 


if ſuch had enſued, as my accuſer has afferted, but which his own 
witneſſes have not only failed to eſtabliſh, but abſolutely refut- 
ed. It would be an inſult on the underſtanding of the court, 


were I to offer any arguments, to ſhew that ſhips which engage 
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without a line of battle, cannot ſo cloſely, uniformly and mu- 


tually ſupport each other, as when circumſtances admit of a 
line being formed; becauſe it is ſelf-evident, and is the baſis of 


all the diſcipline and practice of lines of battle. But in the 


preſent caſe, notwithſtanding I had no choice in making my 
diſpoſition for an attack, nor any poſſibility of getting to bat- 
tle otherwiſe than I did, which would be alone ſufficient to 
repel any charge of conſequent irregulariry, or even confuſion, 
yet it is not neceffary for me to claim the protection of the cir- 
cumſtances under which I acted, becauſe no irregularity or 
confuſion either exiſted or has been proved ; all the chacing 


ſhips, and the whole fleet, except a ſhip or two, got into battle, 
and into as cloſe battle as the French fleet, which had the op- | 


tion by being to windward, choſe to give them. The vice-ad- 


miral of the Blue himſelf, though in the rear, was out of ac- 


tion, in a ſhort time after the Victory, and fo far from being 


left to engage ſingly and unſupported, was paſſed during the 


action by three ſhips of his own diviſion, and was obliged to 
back his mand Gray: to keep out of the fire of one df the 


largeſt 


Soi 


largeſt ſhips in the fleet, which muſt have continued near him 
all the reſt of the time he was paſſing the French line, as 1 
ſhall prove ſhe was within three cables length of the Formidable 
when the firing ceaſed, 


Anſwer to the Second Afticle. 

The moment the Victory had paſſed the enemy's rear, my 
firſt object was to look round to the poſition of the fleet which 
the ſmoke had till then obſcured from obſervation, in order to 
determine how a general engagement might beſt be brought on 4 


after the fleet ſhould have paſſed each other. 


I found that the vice-admiral of the Red, with part of his di- 


_ viſion, had tacked, and was ſtanding towards the enemy with 


top gallant ſails ſet, the very thing I am charged with not hay- 
ing directed him to do; but all the reſt of the ſhips that had 


Paſſed a-head of me were ſtill on the ſtarboard tack, ſome of 
them dropping to leeward, and ſeemingly employed in repairing 
their damages. The Victory herſelf was in no condition to 
_ tack, and I could not immediately wear and ſtand back on the 
ſhips coming up a ſtern of me out of the action (had it been 


otherwiſe expedient) without throwing them into the utmoſt 


confuſion. Sir John Roſs, who very gallantly tried the experi- 


ment, having informed the court of the momentary neceſſity he 


was under of wearing back again to prevent the conſequences 
T have mentioned, makes it unneceflary to enlarge on the pro- 
bable effect of ſuch a general manœuvre, with all the ſhips a- 


head. Indeed I only remark it as a ſtrongly relative circum- 
ſtance, appearing by the evidence of a very able and experienced 
officer, and by no means as a juſtification for having ſtood away | 


to a great diſtance beyond the enemy before I wore, becauſe the 


charge itſelf is groſsly falſe. In fact, the Victory had very lit- | 


tle way while her head was to the ſouthward, and although her 


damages were conſiderable, was the firſt ſhip of the centre dis | 


viſion that got round towards the enemy again, and ſome time 
before the reſt were able to follow her, fince, even as it was, 
not above three or four were able to cloſe up with her on the 


larboard tack; ſo that, had it even been practicable to have 
| wore ſooner than I did, no good purpoſe could have been an- 


ſwered by it; hence muſt have only wore the ſooner back 
| ” 1 | 72 0] 
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again to have collected the diſabled ſhips which would have 
been thereby left ſtill farther a-ſtern. 


The Formidable was no otherwiſe left a with the ene- 
my during this ſhort interval than as being in the rear, which 


No. XIX. 


muſt always neceſſarily happen to ſhips in that ſituation, when 
fleets engage each other on contrary tacks, and no one witneſs | 
has attempted to ſpeak to the danger my accuſer complains of, 
except his own captain, who, on being called upon to fix the 


time when ſuch danger was apprehended, ſtated it to be before 


the Formidable opened her fire, which renders the application 
of it as a conſequence of the ſecond charge too 1 to der 


mand a refutation. 


"ho faber 7 8 third Article, 


As oon 28 I had wore to ſtand towards the enemy, 1 bauled 5 
don the ſignal for battle, which I judged improper to be kept 
abroad till the ſhips could recover their ſtations, or at leaſt get 

In order to call 
them together for that purpoſe, I immediately made the ſignal 


near enough to ſupport each other in action. 


305 


to form the line of battle a-head of all the centre and Red di- 
viſion, I embraced that opportunity of unbending ber main 


_ top-fail, which was totally unſerviceable, and, in doing which, 


the utmoſt expedition was uſed, the ſhips a-ſtern of me doing 


all they could in the mean time to get into their ſtation; {o that 


no time was loſt by this neceſſary operation. 
The Formidable was a- head of the Victory during this 3 


it was her ſtation in the line on that tack. Yet, at the very mo- 
ment my accuſer dares to charge me with not calling the ſhips 


together to renew the attack, he himſelf, though his ſhip was in 


a manageable condition, as appeared by the evidence of his own : 
captain, and though he had wore, expecting, as he ſays, the 


battle to be renewed, quitted his ſtation in the front of that line 


of battle, the ſignal for which was flying, paſſed to lee ward of 
me on the ſtarboard tack while I was advancing to the enemy, 


and never came into the line during the reſt of the day. 


In this fituation I judged it neceſſary that the vice-admiral of 


the Red, who was to windward, and paſſing forward on my 


_ weather-bow, with ſix or ſeven ſhips of his diviſion, ſhould 
YoL. IV. +3 . lead” 
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lead on the larboard tack, in order to give time to the ſhips 
which had come laſt out of action to repair their damages, and 
get collected together; and the ſignal appointed by the 3 iſt 


article of the ſighting inſtructions not being applicable, as the 
French fleet was ſo nearly a-head of us, that by keeping cloſe 


to the wind we could only have fetched them, I made the 


Proſerpine's ſignal, in order to have diſpatched Captain Sutton 
with a meſſage to Vice-admiral Sir Robert Harland, to lead the 
fleet to the larboard tack z but, before he left the Victory with 


the orders he had end, the French fleet wore and ſtood to 
the ſouthward, ſorming their line on the ſtarboard tack, their 


ſhips advancing regularly out of a collected body, which they 
had got into from the operation of wearing, and not from any 


_ diſorder or confuſion which really exiſted. I could have derived 
no immediate advantage from it, not having a ſufficient force 
| collected to prevent their forming, by an attempt to renew the 
attack. The Victory was at this time the neareſt ſhip to the 
enemy, with no more than three or four of the centre diviſion, 


in any ſituation to have ſupported her or each other in action. 
The vice-admiral of the Blue was on the ſtarboard tack, ſtand- 


ing away from his ſtation, totally regardleſs of the ſignal that 


was flying to form the line, and moſt of the other ſhips, except 


the Red diviſion, whoſe poſition I have already ſtated, were far 


a-ſtern, and five diſabled ſhips at a great diſtance on the lee 
quarter. Moſt of theſe facts are already eſtabliſhed by the ac- 
cuſer's own evidence. I ſhall prove and confirm them all by 


the teſtimony of that part of the fleet, whoſe ſituations will en- 
able them to ſpeak to them with certainty. . | 


I truſt they will convince the court, that J had it not in my 


! power to collect the fleet together to renew the fight at that time, 


and that, from their not being able to follow me, 1 conſequently 
could not advance with them; that I did not haul down the ſig- 


nal for battle till it ceaſed to be capable of producing any good 


elle; that, during the whole time I ſtood towards the enemy, 
} endeavoured by the moſt forcible of all ſignals, the ſignal for 


| the line of battle, to call the ſhips together in order to renew the 


attack; that I did avail myſelf of the ſhips that were with the 


rice-a-miral of the Red as far as circumſtances admitted; and 


chat 


tifh 


No. XIX. r RN DUX 


that I therefore did do the, utmoſt in my power to take, fink, 


burn, and deſtroy the French fleet, which had at: acked the "a 
tiſh fleet. 


Anfaver to the Fourth Article. 

The French fleet having wore and begun to form their line, 
on the ſtarboard-tack, by the wind, which, if they had kept, 
would have brought them cloſe up with the centre diviſion, ſoon 
afterwards edged away, pointing towards four or five of the dii- 
abled ſhips, which were at a diſtance to leeward, and with evi- 
dent intention to have ſeparated them from the reſt of the fleet; 
to prevent which, I made the ſignal to wear, and ſtood athwart 
their van, in a diagonal courſe, to give proteQion to thoſe crip- 
pled ſhips, keeping the ſignal for the line flying to form and col- 
lect the fleet on the ſtarboard tack. As I had thus been obliged 
io alter my diſpoſition, before Captain Sutton left the Victory 
with my former meſſage, I deſpatched him with orders to the 
rice-admiral of the Red to form with his diviſion at a diſtance 
2-ſtern of the Victory, to cover the rear, and keep the enemy 
in check, till the vice-admiral of the Blue ſhould come into his 
ſtation with his diviſion, i in obedience to the ſignal. Theſe or- 
ders the vice-admiral of the Red inſtantly obeyed, and was 

formed in my wake before four o'clock, when, finding that 
while by the courſe I ſteered to protect the crippled ſhips, I was 
nearer the enemy, the vice-admiral of the Blue ſtill continued 
to ly to windward, and by ſo doing kept his diviſion from joins 
ing me, I made the ſignal for ſhips to bear down into my wake, 

and that it might be the better diſtinguiſhed, (both being ſignals 

1 at the mizen-peak,) I hauled down the ſignal for the line for 
about ten minutes, and then hoiſted it again. This ſignal he 
repeated, though he had not repeated that for the line of bat- 
tle; but by not bearing down himſelf, he led the ſhips of his 
diviſion to interpret his repeating it as requiring them to come 
into his wake inſtead of mine. 

Having now accompliſhed the protection of the difabled hi ips, 
2 the French fleet continuing to form their line, ranging up 
| to leeward, parallel to the centre diviſion, my only object was 
to form mig 20, in order to bear down upon them to renew the 

| 48 2 „„ e 
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battle; and therefore, at a quarter before five o'clock, after ha. 
ving repeated the ſignal for ſhips to windward to bear down into 
my wake with no better effect than before, I ſent the Milford 
with orders to the vice-admiral of the Red to ſtretch a-head, 
and take his ſtation in the line, which he inſtantly obeyed; and 
the vice-admiral of the Blue being ſtill to windward, with his 
fore-to-fail unbent, and making no viſible effort to obey the fig. 


nal, which had been flying the whole afternoon, I ſent out the 
Fox, at five o'clock, with orders to him to bear down into my 


wake, and to tell him that 1 only waited for him, and his divi- 
ſion, to renew the battle. While I was diſpatching theſe frigates, 


having before hauled down the fignal to come into my wake, I 
put aboard the ſignal for all ſhips to come into their ſtations, 


always keeping the ſignal for the line flying. All this producing 


no effect on the vice-admiral of the Blue, and wearied out with 


fruitleſs expeQation, at ſeven o'clock I made the ſignal for each 


Particular ſhip of the vice-admiral of the Blue's diviſion to come 


into her ſtation; but, before they had accompliſhed i, night 


put an end to all farther operations, 


It may be obſerved, that, amongſt theſe ial; 1 did not 
make the Formidable's. If the vice-admiral chufes to conſider 


this as a culpable neglect, I can only ſay, that it occurred to 


me to treat him with a delicacy due to his rank, which had 
ſome time beſore induced me to ſend him the meſſage by Cap- 


tain Windfor, the particulars of which he has e faithfully | 


related to the court. 


I truſt J have little reaſon to 8 that the court will be 
inclined to conſider my conduct as I have ſtated it, in anſwer 
to this. fourth article of the charge, as diſgraceful to the Britiſh 


flag? After I had put upon the ſame tack with the enemy, to 
protect the diſabled part of my fleet, and to collect the reſt to- 


_ gether, there would have been little to do to renew the battle, 


- but bearing right down upon the enemy, if my accuſer had led 


his diviſion in obedience to the repeated ſignals and orders which 
I have ſtated. The Victory never went more than two knots, 
was under her double-reefed top-ſail, and fore-fail much ſhat- 


tered, which kept the ſhips that were near her under their-top- 


fail, and ſuffered the French fleet, which might always have 
brought 
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brought me to action, if they had inclined to do it, to range 

| vp parallel with the centre, under very little ſail. It was to 

| protect the five diſabled ſhips above-mentioned, and to give the 

reſt time to form into ſome order, that J judged it might be 1 

| expedient to ſtand as I did under that ealy fail, than to bring 

do with my head to the ſouthward. The court will judge whe- 

; ther it was poſſible for any officer in the ſervice really to be- 

eve that theſe operations could give the appearance of a flight, 

| or furniſh a rational pretence to the French admiral to claim 

the victory, or publiſh to the worid that the Britiſh — had 

un enen N e 

| Anſwer to the F. TY Article. i» 

| on the morning of the 28th of July, the French fleet, (ex- 

i cept three ſail which were ſeen upon the lee quarter) was only 

viſible from the maſt-heads of ſome of the ſhips of the Britiſh 

fleet, and at a diſtance from me, which afforded not the ſmall- 

eſt proſpect of coming up with them, more eſpecially as their 
ſhips, though certainly much damaged in their hulls, had not 

t apparently ſuffered much in their maſts and ſails. Whereas the 

fleet under my command was generally and greatly ſhattered in 

) W their maſts, yards and rigging, and many of them unable to 

| carry fail. As to the three French ſhips, I made the ſignal at 

£4 five o'clock in the morning for the Duke, Bienfaiſant, Prince 

75 George, and Eliſabeth, to give them chace, judging them to be 

the propereſt ſhips for that purpoſe, but the two laſt were not 
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. able to carry ſufficient ſail to give even countenance to the pur- 
ſuit; and looking round to the general condition of my fleet, 1 

1 ſaw it was in vain to attempt either a general or a partial chace. 

) Indeed my accuſer does not venture to alledge that there was 
L any probability, or even poſſibility, of doing it with effect, 

= which deſtroys the whole imputation of his charge. . 
4 Under theſe circumſtances I could not miſtake my duty, and 

n I was reſolved not to ſacrifice it to an empty ſhew and appear- 
„ ance, which is beneath the dignity of an officer, unconſcious of 

q any failure or neglect. To have urged a ſruitleſs purſuit, with 

a fleet ſo greatly crippled in its maſts and ſails, after a diſtant 
"2 and flying enemy, within reach of their own ports, and with a 5 
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freſh wind blowing fair for their port, with a large ſwell, would 


have been not only wantonly expoſing the Britiſh fleet under my 
command without end or object, but miſleading and defeating 
its operations, by delaying the refitment neceſſary for Carrying 


on the future ſervice with vigour and effect. 


My accuſer aſſerts, by a general concluſion to the five article 
exhibited againſt me, that, from what he ſtates as inſtances of 


miſconduct and negle& in me, © a glorious opportunity was loſt 
| ©. of doing a moſt eſſential ſervice to the ſtate,” and that the 


honour of the Britiſh navy was tarniſhed. 


The truth of the aſſertion, That an opportunity was loſt, 1 


am not called upon either to combat or deny. It is ſufficient for 


me, if I ſhall be ſucceſsful in proving, that that opportunity 


was ſeized by me, and followed up to the full extent of my 


power; if the court ſhall be of that opinion, I am ſatisfied; 
and it will then reſt with the vice-admiral of the Blue, to ex- 


plain to what cauſe it is to be referred, that the glorious oppor- 


tunity he ſpeaks of was loſt, and to whom it is to be imputed, 


(if the fact be true), that the honour of The * navy has 
been tarniſhed. _ 


Having now, Sir, finiſhed my 1 I ſhall call winelſs to 
prove my innocence. 1 have heard it afferted as matter of right 
to alter a log-book. I will only ſay, that there is a wide diffe- 
rence between correcting inaccuracies, and malicious alterations, 
for the purpoſe of aiding malicious proſecutions. 


As to my proſecutor, I have even his own letters, of as s late 


date as the th of October, wherein he thus writes to me, © I | 


* know that you would rather meet the French fleet.” Yes, 


Sir, that very French fleet which he afterwards accuſed me of 
running away from Icannot produce theſe letters in evidence, | 


but I will ſhow them to any gentleman out of court who defires 


to ſee them. I will alſo ſhow to any gentleman a paper which 
my proſecutor requeſted me to ſign but a very ſhort time ago, 
and I refuſed to ſign it. In the news- papers my proſecutor de- 


nied receiving any meſſage by the Fox frigate. Captain Wind- 


ſor ſwore to the delivery of ſuch a meſſage. He proved in evi- 
dence that he received the rackags from me at five o'clock, and 
. Z enen, 


No. 

deli\ 
Cap 
call 

ſcier 
dark 
me. 
] ha 
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gelivered it to the vice-admiral himſelf : at half paſt five o'clock. 
Captain Bazely endeavoured to refute this evidence: but 1 ſhall 


es As to my enemies, I would not with the greateſt enemy 
of ] 1180 in the world to be afflicted with ſo heavy a puniſhment 
Js amy accuſer's conſcience. 


call witneſſes to prove the delivery of the meſſage. My con- 
ſcience is perfectly clear. I have no ſecret machinations, no 
mY contrivances to anſwer for. My heart does not reproach 
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Admiral kerrzl“ 8 Letier to the Admiral. 
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8 I R, 1 
Mx letters of the 23d and 24th jnflant; by the Peggy and 
nion cutters, acquainted you, for their lordſhips information, 
that I was in purſuit, with the king's fleet ade my command, 
of a numerous fleet of French ſhips of war. 
From that time till the 27th, the winds conſtantly i in the 
8. W. and N. W. quarters, ſometimes blowing ſtrong, and the 
French fleet always to wind ward going off, I made uſe of every 
method to cloſe in with them that was poſſible, keeping the 
king's ſhips at the ſame time collected, as much as the nature of 
a purſuit would admit of, and which became neceſſary from the 
cautious manner the French proceeded in, and the difinclina- 
tion that appeared in them to allow of my bringing the kings 
ſhips cloſe up to a regular engagement: this left but little other 
chance of getting in with them, than by ſeizing the opportu- 
nity that offered, the morning of the 27th, by the wind's ad- 
mitting of the van of the king's fleet under my command lead- 
ing up with, and cloſing with, their centre and rear. 
The French began firing upon the headmoſt of Vice- admiri 
Sir Robert Harland's diviſion, and the ſhips with him, as they 
led up; which cannonade the leading ſhips and the vice-admi- 
ral ſoon returned, as did every ſhip as they could cloſe up: the 
chace had occaſioned their being extended; nevertheleſs they 
5 were all ſoon in battle. 
The fleets, being upon different tacks, dae each other very 
cloſe; the object of the French ſeemed to be the diſabling of 
the king's ſhips in their maſts and ſails, in which they fo far 
ſucceeded as to prevent many of the ſhips of my fleet being able 
to follow me when I wore to ſtand after the French fleet; this 
obliged me to wear again to join thoſe ſhips, and thereby allow- 
ed of the French forming their fleet again, and ranging it in 2 
1 „„ 20G 
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line to leewatd of the king's fleet towards the cloſe of the day; 


which I did not diſcourage, bit allowed 6f their doing it with- 


out firing upon them, thinking they meant handſomely to try 
their force with us the next morning; but they had been ſo 


beaten in the days cha they took the e whe of the night to 
go off. 


| The wind and weather belag ſuch that 5 could reach their 
own ſhores before there was any chance of the king's fleet get» 


ting up with them, in the ſtate the ſhips were in, in their maſts; 


yards, and alls, left me no choice of what was proper and ad- 


viſable to do- 


The ſpirited conduct of Yiee-admiral Sir Robert Hand; . 


Vice-admiral Zir- Hugh Palliſer, and the'captains of the fleet; 


ſupported by their officers and men, deſerves much commen- : 


dation. 
A liſt of the killed and Wusel is berewith incloſed. 


I ſend Captain Faulkener, captain of the Vittory, with this 


account to > their lordſhips, and am, Sir, 
| Your moſt obedierit; 
. And very humble ſervanit, 
. Karrxt. 
Philip bebe, . kong to the Ainiraly. 


155 1 men 2 ant} wounded, in Fa alli with the Frinc fer, 
: the 27th , Fuly, 1178. 
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L 
LIST of the BRITISH FLEET: at failing, 
Sian OF BATTLE. 
Monarch to lead on the e tack—Ramillies on the larboard tack. 
2 . | NE Se als 2 IT "F 1 
=] Ships. 5 [8 ane den PFrigates. =f. 1 
— — {IS 4 . q ks 5: TUE ah) SELL ; WET Ji 
Monarch Capt. Rowley 25 45105 ee e 3 
| [Shrewſbury | Sir Jobn Lockhart Roſs 1 | * 
Hector 746 O | Sir John Hamilton PERS. NETS | 
| Exeter | Capt. Note 5 1 i Job; 3 2 
Centaur | Coſby 1 | | 1 
 2[Dake | Rp. Or Uo of Or Os I Weg 
134 | Sir Robert Harland, Bart. 3 I 
2 . Vice-admifal of the Red, Fox 1.8 Hon — Windſol 
Queen ) Commander in 2d on. 3 Ne „ 
. = Capt. „ OE Ts Moe oo oh be. | 
3\Cumberland*” Pe . N ib as 4 | OY To on 
| Ber wiele 6 _ 0 Hon. Keith Stewart "23.08 *3 F * . | | 1 
Stirling Ca aſtle Sir Charles Douglas. Bart, h | » I 
1 — — opts —— — nrnnmernnnenL 
Thunderer 5 Hon. Boyle Walſmgham 33 2 . 
| [Courageux Right Hon. Lord Mulgray: EIS - No LT > 
| 2] Valiant_ | Hon. Leviten Gover | [Proferpine 128 . © 
| ON OY Hon. Auguſtus Keppel, Ad-[Andromeda]z a — 4 
1 N miral of the Blue, Cum- Pluto Eren e © hy 
. 5 1 ee. * 
1 [Victory | - . mander in chief. Arethuſa Iz: ——Marſhal 
A ma | Rear-admiral Campbell [Vulcan , | | fireſhip 
| Capt. Fanlkener [Medea {32a|--—Montagu | 
| r 4 Jarvis: 00 21 Rattle: akt E Certrt 
| 2{Prince Georgef Sir John Lind/®y, K. 8. ol - 9 
4 3]Bienfaitanit Capt. Mö Bride | E 
Vengeance Clements | 1 SN 33 
Faun „ nn etiot sf 4nd AIC: 
r of —ů—— —&“TGñ —— — — 
. Worcelter Capt. Robinſon . 1 52 %%%. 
| JElifbeth Hon. F. Maitland WM. — Xe | 5 fi 
4 [Defiante | Cpt. Goodall 5 Eons | = 1,4" Wh 
 {Robuſte g Hood 8 2 2s Tin 4 
5 Sir Hugh Palliſer, 10 5 E 
3 ) Vice-admiral of the Blue, Mitford 43 Sir W. Bornsb 5 
Formidable | Commander in 3d . 8 | E ro 
5 = Capt. Bazely ap Wh WT Wor rio 1 
Ocean. 0 Laforey - | „„ RS 
America 641500 Right Hon. Lotd Longfor I 0 BEE nn wotld, 
| [Egrort | 74!6co | Capt. Allen S JJ 
I {Terrible | 74:600 | Sir Richard Biekerton, BI. , | 5 4 
| . | 415 Hon. Noden hd 5 I | . 7 
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Tbe Reſolution and Defence, of 140 guns ; cach, failed afterwards, and joined the bet. 


32 W 9 the line, Mopntiag $418 guas, and carr rying 19759 men. 6 frigates, aud 
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APPENDIX, 


» 


A complete Lift of the French fleet under the command of M. d'Or- 
villiers, admiral, Compte du e vice- admiral, and the 


Duc de Chartres, rear-admiral. 


Bien Aime, 74 | 
32 ſhips of the Une ins all guns, cariging 24,1 10 


N. B. * Web mug . of the 27th of 


men. 


goo 


942 Fa 
'I . Py 


\ 


; ſhips. 


| gbr. Guns. Men. Ships. Guns. IM en. 
La Bretagne, . 110 1200 La Dauph. Royale, 74 800 
Ville de Paris, 90 950 Reflechi, 64 650 
St. Eſprit, 80 920 Vengeur, 64 656 
Couronne, 80 920 Triton, 64 650 
D. de Bourgogne, 80 920 Alexandre, 64 65 
Diademe, 74 800 Sphinx, 64 650 
Gloricux, 74 800 Solitaire, 64 659 
Conquerant, 74 800 St. Michel, 64 650 
Zodiac, 74 800 Artiſien, a 64 6509 
© Intrepide, 74 806 Eveille, . 64 659 
Palmier, 74 800 Adtionnaire, 64 659 
* Actif, 74 800 Rolande, 64 650 
-Fendent, 74 800 Indien, 64 659 
Orient. 7 dee Amphion, ' 50 500 
Magnifique, 74 800 Fier, 50 500 
i Robuſte, . 74 $00 | 13 frigates, and 4 — 


July, except the Duc de Bourgogne and the Alexandre, : 


og gs 


who were ſeparated from the fleet in a gale of wind an 
gy the gar. | 
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23 Mee, March 24, 1779- 


Ca of « a Letter from te, Honourabls Rear-aſmiral bunte, to 


Ar. be 


Prince of Wales, in the Grand Cul 1 Sac, in the 
Hand of St. Lais, Fe; 23 2778. 

8 1 R, 6 I 

IN my letter of. the 24th of laſt month, y Barbadoes, 


(No. 21.) 1 informed you of the V.enus's arrival there with an | 


account of Commodore Hotham's being « on his way to join me: 
and you will now be pleaſed to acquaint my Lords Commiſlion- 


ers of the Admiralty, that the commodore arrived there the 


10th inſtant, with his Majeſty's ſhips the Nonſuch, vt. Alban's, 
Preſton, Centurion, Ifis, and Carcaſs, and fifty-nine tranſports, 


having on board 5000 tx00ps, under” the una of Majors 5 


* 


general ( Grant. 5 


To fave. time, and, prevent 45 80 naturally aiding = 
from a change of ſignals among the tranſports, I adopted thoſe 


of the commodore; ; and, dire&tiog him to lead with the land- 
ing diviſion, put to ſea the 12th in the morning, in order to 


carry into execution their Lordſhips ſecret inſtructions; and, 
about three o clock on the day following, anchored here with 
the whole ſquadron, except the Ariadne, Ceres, Snake, Bar- : 
badoes, and Pelican, which I had ſtationed along the mull to | 


int rcept any veſſels attempting to eſcape. 

More than balf the troops were landed the fume eycning, 
under the direction of the commodore, aſſiſted by the captains 
Griffith, Braithwaite; and Onſlow, and the remainder the 


next morning, (the 14th), when they immediately got poſſeſſion | 
of the Carenage; and it was my intention to have removed the 
trand] ports, thither as ſoon as poſſible, had not that meaſure been, 


r byt the appearance of the French fleet under the com- 


manch 


* 
> 4 
* 


— > 00 „„ 
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one 
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mand of Count G Eſtaing, of which 1 received notice in the 
un by ſignal from the Ariadne. 


It therefore became neceſſary to ſecure the lbs as well 


as we could in the bay; and the whole night was accordingly 


1 


employed in warping them within the ſhips of war, and diſpo- 


- fing of the latter in a line acroſs the entrance, in the order they 


ſtand in the margin *; the Ifis to windward, rather inclining 
into the bay, and the Prince of Wales, being the moſt power, 
ful ſhip, the outermoſt, and to leeward, and the Veuus, Au- 


_ rora, and Ariadne, flanking the ſpace between the Iſis and the 
| . to prevent the enemy forcing a paſſage that way. 


| Almoſt all the tranſports had fortunately got within the line 


before half paſt eleven in the morning of the 15th, when the 


Count thought proper to bear down and attack us with ten fail of 


the line, happily without doing us any material injury; and at four 
in the afternoon he made a ſecond attack upon us with twelve 


: fail of the line, with no other ſucceſs, however, than killing 
two men, and wounding ſeven, on board the Prince of Wales, 
and wounding one alfo on board the Ariadne, who is ſince 

dead. But I have reaſon to believe the enemy received conſi, 
derable damage, as their manceuvres betrayed great confuſion z 
and one of their ſhips in particular, which fell to leeward, 


ſeemed difabled from. crying the oy fail to get to vind-. 


1 ward again. 
The next day (che 16th) che Gt ſhewed a diſpoſition to 


attack us a third time; but on the appearance of a frigate ſtand- 


ing for his fleet, with ſeveral fignals flying, he plied to wind- 
ward, and in the evening anchored off Gros. Iſlet, about two 5 


leagues from us, where he ſtill continues with ten frigates, be- 


fides his twelve ſail of the line; ; and, notwithſtanding this ſu- 
periority of force, he has been accompanied from his firſt ap- 
pearance by ſeveral American privateers, one of them commands» 

ed by the outlaw Cunningham, who laſt winter " infcſted the 
| coaſt of e 


» ils, eee e ee Centurion, e uy 


gn SY KEE 64 e,, 1 25 5 
Boyne, e 68 Prins of Wales, | 


96 


AP, D EN DI X. No Xu 
That. night and the next day the enemy landed x large: body 


| of troops from a number of ſloops and ſchooners which had an- 


chored in, Du Choc bay, and the 18th made a ſpirited attack, 


'both: by. land and ſea, on our poſt at the Carenage, but met 


with a very ſevere check, having been repulſed, with great car- 


nage, by a ſmall detachment of our TR undey Brigadier. 


general Meadows. 


They have attempted nothing of 3 ſince, and 

what may be their future plan of operations I cannot conjec- 
ture: but their continuance at anchor has afforded us an op- 
portunity not only of getting in all the cruiſers except the Ce- 
res, and all the tranſports except ane (with only the baggage of 


the officers of three companies on board), which has fallen ins 


to the enemy's hands, but alſo of ſtrengthening ourſelves by 
warping the ſhips of war farther into the bay, and, making the 


line more compact, removing the Venus aſtern of the Prince 
of Wales to flank that paſſage, and erecting batteries at each 


point of the bay; 3 That to the northward under the direction 
of the Captains Cumming and Robertſon, and "HOOK. to the 


ſouthward under Captain Ferguſon. 


This being the ſituation of the ſquadron, and the army x by 
ing in poſſeſſion of all the ſtrong holds in the neighbourhood 
of the bay, ſuch a ſpirit of cheerfulneſs, unanimity, and reſo- 


lution, actuates the whole of our little force both by land and 


ſea, (notwithſtanding the amazing fatigue they have undergone), 
that we are under no apprehenſions for any attempts the enemy 
may meditate; and from the accounts which have been tranſ- 
mitted to me from Captain Linzee of the Pearl, who arrived 


at Barbadaes the 13th inſtant, that Vice-admiral Byron was to 
fall from Rhode Iſland for Barbadoes the 1 gth of laſt month, 


with ſixteen fail of the line, and ſeveral frigates, there is every 
reaſon to hope he will ſoon, be. bere; in which caſe affairs in 
this country muſt take a very detiſve turn in favour of his ma- 
jeſty s arms. 


Should av inealiied acehdene; however, prevent the Vice 
admiral's arrival, their Lordſhips will nevertheleſs be pleaſed 


* affure his Majeſty, that every thing which can poſſibly ba 


done 


o 
© 
* 
- 


8 


N 8 2 3 * » 
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c 
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done © whe ſo mall a body of troops, and fo few "on again a 
force ſo very ſuperior, will be effected. | 

| T'cannot conclude my letter without acquainting you, that, 
in all probability, our operations here have hitherto ſaved*the 
Hants of St. Vincent and Grenada, which, we underſtand from 
ſome officers who are priſoners, were the object of Count 


D Eſtaing's expedition, when-a flop that had eſcaped from this 


iſland falling in with him, and giving him notice = bor being 


Here, en his attention towards us. 1 am, f n 


eee BARRINGTON.” 

P. §. Thin the ſatisfaction to add, that this morning the 
ſquadron got poſſeftion 'of an Kiherican privateer of eighteen 
guns, called the Bunker-Hill, which at day- break was diſco- 


vered within reach of our guns; and having” ſtruck, 1 upon find- 


ing ſhe could not eſcape, the boats towed her within the line 


before any of the French fleet could get to ber afſ ſtance. She 


ſalled from Salem the 2d inſtant, and was intended to cruiſe : 
fifteen leagues to windward' of Barbadoes, but had miſled that 
illand and fallen to leeward. SE end EO Gs abr; 


24% Dec. 1778. „ PE 


. Kara LL a 2 fam, the 2 Bow dire Ferring 


TE t ae ie) 10 Meere e IE ; 4 x5 ; 
oo 6% : : Ic + mee | 82 661 . 
553 Prince of W * in. i the Gran Cul a: ae _ 
ee 2 ks or Ward ds Fey.” e 65 FE FER 1c: 0 
bin, 1 90 tt 1 2014 18 7 499 72445 a 72 14 1 any 1641 : 


"You will herewith” receive the hone o& A SAM 'F wrote ; 
to you the 23d and 24th bf aft mofith (No. 23). and diſpatch- 


ed to Governor Hay of Barbadoes, to be forwarded from thence 


to England by fore faſt-ſalling veffel, that my Lords Commit 
'fioners of the Admiralty might have" it in their power to retute | 
any miſrepteſentation, Which Count d'Eſtaing may have tranſ- 


mitted to his court, of he fp, his Wed . fageps. in 


theſe 7. Ee 1 SE | | 
From the ftate of naciries. in eren the en 50 
for ſeveral days after, I began to conceive it was his intention 
to form a blockade with a view of Carving us into a f. urrender; 


5 "oF 


but, 


erz 1. Kitt, 


but; to my utter aſtoniſhment, on the morning of the 29th 
(having re-embarked his troops during the preceding night) be 
retired with his whole force towards Martinique, and left us in 
quiet poſſeſſion of the iſland, which capitulated, whilſt his fleet 
was. ſtill in ſight, upon the terms 1 have the honour to in- 
cloſe *. 
I ſhould be very much wanting, were I on the preſent oeca- 
caſion to omit acknowledging the aſſiſtance I received from 
Major General Grant and the forces under his command, as 
well as expreſſing my entire ſatisfaction with the conduct, not 
only of Commodore Hotham, the ſeveral commanders, and the 
reſt of the officers of the ſquadron, but alſo of the people in 
general, who never in the leaſt repined at their precarious ſitua« 
tion and the difficulties they hourly encountered, but till per- 
formed their duty with alacrity and ſpirit, and, ſenſible of the 
additional fatigue the troops underwent in occupying more ex- 
tenſive poſts for the ſecurity of the ſquadron, than there would 
_ otherwiſe have been occaſion for, laboured with the utmoſt 
chearfulneſs in conveying proviſions, De. for them, through 
roads that were almoſt impaſſable, and moſt of them without 
| ſhoes to their feet. 
I likewiſe beg leave to mention to their Lordſhips the very 
f great aſſiſtance 1 received from Captain Barker, the agent of 
tranſports, and the ſervices of Lieutenant Governor Stuart, of 
the iſland of Dominica, who has done me the favour of offi 
ciating as an honorary aid. de · camp between the General and 
myſelf, having accompanied me upon this expedition, in hopes 
that his Majeſty's arms might afterwards be employed in reco- 
vering that iſland where, from his perfect knowledge of i it, he 
muſt be particularly uſeful, and therefore offered. himſelf as 2 
volunteer. 8 
What has become * the enemy ; fleet fince i its Ae 
5 front Bene T Bade not had it in my power to learn; but I hope 
Vice-admiral Byron, who, I have the Pleaſure. to acquaint you 


2 The articles of eapitulation for t. Lacta 8 were 38 an a exchangs of fave; 
yeigns. The peaceable inhabitants were ſecured in all their ee r ions, and W 
vas made capture of but forts, . and ny ſtores. 8 
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arrived here this morning, with nine ail of the line, will very 5 


ſoon be able to give their lordſhips that information; and, that 
Rear- admiral Sir Peter Parker and the Governor of Jamaica 


may be upon their guard, in caſe of its appearance in thoſe 


ſeas, I have ſent the Ariadne to Antigua, with letters to be for- 


Vwarded to them from thence by ſome faſt-ſailing veſſel, which 
I have requeſted Governor Burt to diſpatch for that purpoſe. 
I have great ſatisfaction in hearing, ſince the capitulation, 
that, when Count D'Eſtaing was directed hither by the floop I. 

mentioned in my letter (No 23), he was bound firſt of all to 
| Barbadoes, in expectation of finding there only the Prince of 


Wales, the Boyne, and ſome frigates; of which he had receiv- 


ed intelligence from a French flag of truce I had ordered away 
immediately on the arrival of the Venus. Ep 
1 am ſorry to add, that the Ceres, which was « milling when 1 i 
ſent away that letter, appears, by the Martinique Gazette, to 
have been taken, after a chaſe of forty-eight hours, by the 
Iphigenie, a French frigate of 36 guns; but I have no account 
of it from Capt, Dacres, or any of her officers. = 
I cannot help regretting the loſs of this ſloop, not only as 
the ſailed remarkably well, but as Captain Dacres is an officer 
of infinite merit. I have, however, in order to replace the Ce- 
res, as the Bunker-Hill privateer has the reputation of being a 
very faſt ſailer, (which her log-book confirms), commiſſioned 
her as a ſloop in his Majeſty's ſervice, by the name of the Sur= 
Prize, (being expreſſive of the manner in which ſhe came into 
our poſſeſſion), and appointed Lieutenant James Brine, firſt 
heutenant of the Prince of Wales, to be maſter and com- 
mander of her, with a complement of one hundred and twenty- 


five men. She mounts 18 carriage and 8 ſwivel guns. 


For further particulars, I beg leave to refer their Lordſhips 
to Captain Robertſon of the Weazle, who will have the ho- 

Nour of delivering theſe diſpatches, and whoſe conduct as an 
officer merits their Lordſhips protection, and a en they 
can poſſibly ſhew him. Jam, c. | 


Sa. BARRINGTON, 


N 4 


5008 rides 1 fa 55 Ari, ANDER DONALDSON, at. 


No. 48, in ST. PAvL's ee 1 corner dent Cheapſide, 
London. | 


(The underaetioned books art heatly boddd in cal; and letered;— | 


they are, in general, from thirty to fifty per cent. cheaper than the 
uſual London prices.) 19 K 


a. GHaresrran' s works, a new edition; with notes, gloſſary, and in- 
dexes. Dedicated to David Garfick, Eſq; 8 vols. Price 1 I. 
2. The works of Henry Fielding, Eſq; 12 "wu a new e il 
086. 
3. The Spee with frontiſpieces, 8 * Aa new edition, 16 8. 
4. The Rambler by Dr. Johnſon, 3 vols. gs. 
« Plutarch's lives of illuſtrious men, tranſlated from the Greek, with 
| hob and the life of the author,- 6 vols, a new edition, 15.8. 
6. Dr. Swift's works, a new edition, with the life of wy author, notes, | 
aa &c. 3 vols. Imall 8 vo. on writing paper, 21. 
7. Rouſſeau's works, tranſlated from the French, 10 5 tl, 208. 
8. The Duke of Sully's memoirs, « vols. a new edition, ſmall 8yo. 188. 
9. Boſſuet Biſhop of Meaux's hiſtory of. France, from the time of 
Pharamond to the reign of Charles IX. (where Sully's 8 ee begin), 
4 vols. 128. 
F 10. A Code of Gintoo 1 or e of the Pundits, 3 a Per. | 
Fan tranſlation, made from the original, written in the Shanſerit language: 
tranſlated into Engliſh by order of the Hon. Eaſt India Company, 78.6 d. 
11. The Origin of laws, arts, and ſciences, and their progreſs among 
the moſt ancient nations, tranſlated from the French of Prefdent a 
Aa new edition, with copperplates, 3 vols. 8 vo. 18s 
12. The Hiſtory of South Carolina, 2 vols. $vo. 10 8. 


13. An eſſay on ctimes and puniſiments, tranſlated from the Ttalian of — 


the Marquis Beccaria, 28. 6d. 
14. Conſ5derations on the law of forfeiture for high e with an | 
appendix concerning eſtates-tail i in Scotland, by the late Lord Chancellor 
Yorke, 28. 6d. 1 

15. Baron Monteſquĩeuꝰs LPT OY containin "the Spirit af Laws, Perſian | 
letters, and the Riſe and. Fall of the Roman mpire, 4 vols. 116. 
16. Voltaire's univerſal hiſtory, | 4 vols. 12 8. 


Reveries or memoirs concerning the art of war, by W count 
4 gate marſhal- general of the armies of France, to Which i is annexed his 
treatiſe on legions, together with letters on various military ſubjects, alſo 
he life of the author, illuſtrated with copperplates, 7s. This work con- 
tains a cotnplete ſyltem bf military diſcipline, and the method of raiſing, 
paying, clothing, and exerciſing troops, both foot and cavaley, ante 5 
the manner of. attacking fortified towns. __ ; 
18. The military hiſtory of Germany and England, containing the wars 
of Guſtavus Adolphus, and the civil wars in the reign of Cha . I. 38. 
19. Rollin's ancient hiftory of the Egyptians, Carthaginians, Aﬀyrians, . 
Babplonians, Medes and Perſians, Macedonians and Greoiens, 10 vols. Ts 
z1. 
. a Rollin' 8 method of ſtudying the belles Iden, 4 vols. 10 6 


21. Pope's works, with his laſt correction, . and improvements, 5 
Ho all * N 6 da 14 8. 


* 


I 3 Pas 


2 N vols. 4to. 11. 18.5 16 a» 6² 5 


Y 


- 


Pd 


22. Pope's The? 5 Thad and Odyſlcy, ith (cle P 4 oc 12 5 
23. The ſame book without notes, 2 vols. 7 * 
24. James Thomſon's works, 4 vols. 8 8. 
25. 'Phomſon's ſeaſons, ſeparate, 2 8. 6 d. 


26. The works of Virgil, tranſlated i into Engl viel by John Dry 


den, Eſq; 3 vols. 5 8. 


27. Francis's Horace, 3 8. 6d. | 
28. The World, with the Latin mottoes tailed 3 vols 9s. 
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